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BIOGRAPHICAl NOTICE 

or 

SAMUEL BUTLER. 



Poeta naaeitwr nonfit^ is a sentence of as gfreat truth as 
antiquity; it being most certain , that all the acquired learn* 
ing imaginable is insufficient to complete a poet, without a 
natural g^niuis and propensity to so noble and sublime an art. 
And We may, without offence, observe, that many very learned 
men, who hare been ambitious to be thought poets, hare only 
rendered themselyes obnoxious to that satyrical inspiration 
our Author wittily invokes : 

Which made them, though it were in ipight 
Of nature and their ttars, to write. 

On the one side , some who have had very little humaa 
learning , but were endued with a large share of natural wit 
and parts , have become the most celebrated * poets of the 
age they lived in. But, as these last are, ^Ra/rae avea m 
terris" so, when the muses have not disdained the assistances 
of other arts and sciences , we are then blessed with those 
lasting monuments of wit and learning, which may justly 
claim a kind of eternity upon earth. And our author, had 
his modesty permitted him, might, with Horace, have said* 



* Shaks fpearej DavsiUHiti *o^ 
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4 BIOGRAPHICAL KOTICE 

Exegi momunentam aere pereimiiis: 
Or, "with Oyid, 

Jan^qve opus exegi, quod neo Jovis ira, nee ignis, 
Nee poterit ferrom, nee edax abolere vetustas. 

The Author of this celebrated Poem was of this last com- 
position : for although he had not the happiness of an aca- 
demical education, as some alSrm, it majfoe perceived, through- 
out his whole Poem, that he had read much, and was very 
well accomplished in the most useful parts of human learning. 

Rapin (in his reflections) speaking of the necessary qua- 
lities belonging to a poet , tells us , he must have a genius 
extraordinary; great natural gifts; a wit just, fruitful, pierc- 
ing, solid, and universal; an understanding clear and distinct; 
an imagination neat and pleasant; an elevation of soul, that 
depends not only on art or study, but is purely the gift of 
heaven, which must be sustained by a lively sense and viva- 
city; judgment to consider wisely of things, and vivacity for 
the beautiful expression of them, &c. 

Now, how justly this character is due to our Author, Wfr 
leave to the impartial reader, and those of nicer judgment, 
who had the happiness to be more intimately acquainted 
with him. 

Samuel Btjtler, the Author of this excellent Poem, was 
bom in the parish of Strensham, in the county of Worcester, 
and baptized there the 13. of Feb. 1612. His father, who 
was of the same name, was aniionest country farmer, who 
had some small estate of his own, but rented a much greater 
of the Lord of the Manor where he lived. However, perceiv- 
ing in his son an early inclination to learning, he made a 
shift to have him educated in the free-school at Worcester, 
under Mr. Henry Bright ; where, having passed the usual time, 
and being become an excellent school-scholar, he went for 
some little time to Cambridge, but was never matriculated 
into that University, his father's abilities not being sufficient 
to be at the charge of an acadenucal education; so that' our 
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OF SAMUEL BUTLEB. j^ 

Author Tettimed soon imto his najbive county, and becaoi* 
clerk to one Mr.Jefferys, of Earrs-Croom, an eminent Justice 
of the Peace for that County; with whom he lived some years, 
in an easy and no contemptible service. Here by the indul- 
gence of a kind master » he had sufficient leisure to i^ply 
himself to whatever learning his inclinations led him , which 
were chiefly history and poetry; to which, for his diversion, 
he joined music and painting; and I have seen some pictures, 
«aid to be of his drawing, which remained in that family; 
which I mention not for the excellency of them, but to satisfy 
the reader of his early inclinations to that noble art; for 
which also he was afterwards entirely beloved by Mr. Samuel 
Cooper, one of the most enunent painters of his time. 

He was after this recommended to that great encourager 
of learning, Elizabeth Countess of Kent, where he had not 
only the opportunity to consult all manner of learned books, 
but to converse also with that living library of learning, the 
great Mr. Selden, who often employed the poet as his ama- 
nuensis and transcriber. 

Thus ran on the years of Butler's youth and early man- 
hood, and so far he cannot be considered as unfortunate, if 
we are to presume that he found his chief ei\joyment, as 
scholars generally do, in opportunities of intellectual im- 
provement. 

He is next found in the family of Sir Samuel Luke , who 
was of an ancient family in Bedfordshire , and an eminent 
commander under Oliver Cromwell, marked probably — per^ 
haps to an unusual degree — by the well-known peouliiari-^ 
ties of his party. 

It is probable that he served him in the capacity of tutor. 
The situation could not be a very agreeable one to a man 
whose disposition was so much towards wit and humour, even 
though those qualities had not made their owner a royalist, 
which in such an age they could scarcely fail to do. Daily 
exposed to associaticm with persons, whose character, from 
antagonism to his own, he could not but loathe, it is not sur>> 
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O nOGRAFHICAL KOTICS 

fnang ibni the now mature iiiiise of Boiler shoidd hsre eon* 
eeired the design of a general satire on the sectarian party. 
Perhaps personal grierances of his own might add to the 
poignan<7 of his feelings regarding the Cromwellians. The 
matchless fiction of Cerrantes supplied him with a model , in 
which he had only to suhstatnte the extraragances of a po* 
litical and religious fanaticism for those of chiralry. 

Sir Sanmel Luk^ is supposed to hare sat for tiie portatui 
of the hero of Hudibras, Butler has hence been accused of 
ingratitude and an odious betrayal of his benefoctor; but so 
grare a charge as this deserres, particularly when brought 
against an illustrious genius, a much more conclusire degree 
«>f proof than the eridence will supply. We must know, first, 
-^ether Butler was really treated in the fiunily of Sir Samuel 
Xuke with kindness sufficient to justify us in giring the name 
#f ingratitude to his satirizing of that personage ; and, se* 
condly, we must hare better eyidence as to the sererity and 
nalice of the alleged satire itself than is to be gathered 
iSrom the yery few and not very distinct allusions to Sir 
Samuel occurring in the poem of Hudibras. * 

The rapid and immediate success of Butler's poem of 
course brought him under the notice of the court at the 
Bestoration, whose interests the satire had so powerfully 
serred; and Charles presented the author with a sum of 
300 pounds sterling, promising to do more for him. ** This 
promise, howerer, the king nerer fulfilled, and as those 
who were at the helm, minded money more than merit, our 
. author found that rerse in Jurenal to be exactly rerified in 
himself: 



* * We we not di«pos«d d«cidedlj to Mbvi tho ^aifo ; bvt w« tUnk it 
WKf in eandonr be allowed to luuif in donbl, «ntil we know aoBBtkiaf ma>f 
precise m to the dreomstences nttendin; the connexion of the poet with his 
yntron, and more partienlnriy, those sttendinff their pnrtinf.** (Ckamberty) 

^ It is nsvally stated that this order was for SOOO I. , bnt that a Bfnr* 
^rae cnt off, and onlj 9ML paid. It is to ns fnite ineoneeiTable that •• 
laife a mm should hare erer been exdexed by the kiaf , all the eircwnstancea 
Iwtaf considered. (Chambers J 
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OF SAHDIL BUTLBL J 

Ha«d ilftofld emeifuit, quonun Tlrtattbiis ol^stat 
Res ang:n8ia domi. 

The Earl of Clarendon promised him a place at court, bat 
he nerer obtained it. He was endued with that innate 
modesty, which rarely finds promotion in princes* courts. 

Butler now became Secretary to Richard Earl of Carbury, 
Xiord President of the Principality of Wales, who made him 
Steward of Ludlow-Castle, when the court there was revived.* 
The poet, now Mty years of age, married one Mrs. Herbert, 
a gentlewoman of a very good family, but no widow, as the 
Oxford Antiquary ♦♦ has reported. She had a competent 
fortune, but it was most of it unfortunately lost, by being 
put out on ill securities , so that it was of little advantage 
to him. 

He is reported to have been Secretary to his Grace 
George Duke of Buckingham, when her was Chancellor to 
the University of Cambridge; but whether that be true or no, 
it is certain, the Duke had a great kindness for him, and 
was often a benefactor to him. *** But no man was a more 
generous friend to him, than that Maecenas of all learned 
and witty men, Charles Lord Buckhurst, the late Earl of 
Dorset and Middlesex, who, being himself an excellent poet, 
knew how to set a just value upon the ingenious performances 
of others, and has often taken care privately to relieve and 
supply the necessities of those, whose modesty would endeavour 
to conceal them ; of which our author was a signal instance, 
as several others have been. In fine, the integrity of his life, 
ihe acuteness of his wit, and easiness of his conversation. 



* Wliat emoluments lie derived from his stewardship, or whether h» 
derived any emoluments from it at aU, does not appear; but it seems toler- 
ably clear that the better part of his life wa^ spent in mean and strngglinf^ 
drcnmstances in London. (Vhambert.J 

** Also Chambers says that he married a widow. (MdJ 

••♦ Contrary to this statement Chambers says: "Bntler was ftivonred 
with an interview by the Dnke of Bnckinfham, who, however, seeing two 
eovrt ladies pass, ran ont to them, and did not come back; so that Bntler 
Jutd to go home disappointed." fEdt) 
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had rendered him most acceptable to all men; yet he pra« 
dently avoided a multiplicity of acquaintance ; and wisely chose 
such only -vdiom his discerning judgment could distii^uish 
(as Cowley expresses it) 

Froa 4be great ralgar or tiie imalL 

Such are the only circumstances related as chequering 
a twenty-years* life of obscure misery which befell the most 
brilliant comic genius which perhaps our country has ever 
produced. 

Butler departed this life in the year 1680, in a wretched 
lodging in Hose-street, Covent-Garden, then the most miser- 
able and squalid quarter of London. He was even indebted 
to the charity of a friend * for a grave, as he did not possess 
sufficient property to pay his funeral expenses **, and it was 
not till some time after his death that this great comic genius 
received the honour of a monument, which was erected, 
with a laudatory inscription , at the cost of an admirer. 
This tardy recognition of Butler's merit gave origin to one 
of the acutest epigrams in the English language : — 

• WMlAt Bvtler, needy irreteh, was yet alive. 

No generous patron wo«ld a ^aner give: 

See him, when starved to death and tom'd to dost, < 

Presented wiih a monnmental bnst. 

The poet's fate is here in emWem shown. 

He ash'd for bread, and he received a .stone.** 



* Mr. Longnevil, of the Teai^e. CEd.J 

** He was bnried at the west end of the efanrch-yard •f St Paal'iw 
Covent-Qarden , on the south side, under the wall of the church. 

(Pilgrimages in London^ 
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1) ROBERT CHAMBERS. 

It is rarely that a pasquinade , written to satirise liring^ 
characters or systems, outlives its own age; and, where such 
IS the case, we may well suppose something very remarkable 
in the work, if not in the merits of its author. Such a work 
is Hudibros, a cavalier burlesque of the extravagant ideas 
and rigid manners of the English Puritan^ of the civil war 
and commonwealth. Borne up by a felicity of versification 
and an intensity of wit never excelled in our literature, this 
poem still retains its place amongst the classic productions 
of the English muse, although, perhaps, rarely read through 
at once , for which , indeed , its incessant brUlancy in some 
measure unfits it. The same amount of learning, wit, shrewd- 
ness, ingenious and deep thought, felicitous illustration, and 
irresistible drollery, has never been comprised in the same 
limits. The idea of the knight. Sir Hudibras, going out 
" a-colonelling " with his Squire Ralph , is . of course copied 
from Cervantes ; but the filling up of the story is different. 
Don Quixote presents us with a wide range of adventures, 
which interest the imagination and the feelings. There is a 
freshness and a romance about the Spanish hero, and a tone 
of bright honour and chivalry, which Butler did not attempt 
to imitate. His object was to cast ridicule on the whole body 
of the English Puritans, especially their leaders, and to de- 
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10 SAMUEL BUTLER. 

base them by low and vulgar associations. It must be con- 
fessed, that in many of their acts there was scope for sarcasm. 
Their affected dress, language, and manners, their absurd 
and fanatical legislation against walking in the fields on 
Sundays, village May-poles, and other subjects beneath the 
dignity of public notice, were fair subjects for the satirical 
poet. Their religious enthusiasm also led them into intoler- 
ance and absurdity. Contending for so dear a prize as 
liberty of conscience, and believing that they were specially 
appointed to shake and overturn the old corruptions of the 
Kingdom , the Puritans were little guided by considerations 
of prudence, policy or forbearance. Even Milton, the friend 
and associate of the party, was forced to admit 

Thai yew Presbyter iras bat Old Priest writ large. 
The higher qualities of these men, their indomitable courage 
and lofty zeal, were of course overlooked or despised by the 
royalists , their opponents , and Butler did not choose to re- 
member them. His burlesque was read with delight, and 
was popular for generations after the Puritans had merged 
into the more sober and discreet English dissenters. The 
plot or action of Hudibras is limited and defective, and seems 
only to have been used as a sort of peg on which he could 
hang his satirical portraits and allusions. The first cantos 
were written early (1663), when the civil war commenced, 
but we are immediately conveyed to the death of Cromwell, 
at least fifteen years later, and have a sketch of public affairs 
to the dissolution of the Rump Parliament. The bare idea 
of a Presbyterian justice sallying out with his attendant , an 
Independent clerk, to redress superstition and correct abuses, 
has an air of ridicule , and this is kept up by the dialogues 
between the parties, which are highly witty and ludicrous; 
by their attack on the bear and the fiddle; their imprisonment 
in the stocks ; the voluntary penance of whipping submitted 
to by the knight, and his adventures with his lady. 

The poem was left unfinished, but more of it would hardly 
have been read even in the days of Charles. There is, in 
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&ct, a ptethora of wit in Hudibraa^ and a condensation of 
thought and style, which become oppressire and tiresome. 
The faculties of the reader cannot be kept in a state of con* 
stant tension. Many of the lines and similes are completely 
identified with the language, and can nerer be separated firom 
it. Such are the opening lines of Part 11. Canto HI. 

Donbtleu the pleasure is as great 

Of being cheated as to cheat; 

As looker»-oa feel nost delight 

That best perceive a juggler's sleight; 

And still the less they understand. 

The more they admire his ileight-of-haad. 

2) HENRY HALIAM, 

Hudibras was incomparably more popular than Paradise 
Ix>st; no poem in our language rose at once to greater repu- 
tation. Nor can this be called ephemera] , like that of most 
political poetry. For at least half a century after its publi- 
cation it was generally read , and perpetually quoted. In 
the Fiction of Hudibras there was nerer much to dirert the 
reader, and there is still less left at present. But what has 
been censured as a fault, the length of dialogue, which puts 
the fiction out of sight, is in fact the source of all the plea- 
sure that the work affords. The sense of Butler is masculine, 
his wit inexhaustible, and it is supplied from eyery source of 
reading and observation. But these sources are often so un- 
known to the reader that the wit loses its effect through the 
obscurity of its allusions, and he yields to the bane of wit, a 
purblind mole-like pedantry. His yersification is sometimes 
spirited, and his rhymes humorous; yet he wants that ease 
^Uid flow which we require in light poetry. 

3) Dr.'J0HSS01f. 

Pplitics are now nothing more than means of rising in 
the world. With this sole view do men engage in politics. 
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12 SAMUEL BUTLBR. 

mnd their whole conduct proceeds upon it. How diflbrent in 
that respect is the state of the luition now from what it wai 
in the time of Charles the First, during the Usurpation, and 
after the Restoration, in the time of Chajies the Second. 
J^idibras affords a strong proaf how much hold p<^tical pnn- 
ciples had then upon the minds of men. There is in Hudi- 
bras a great deal of bullion which will always last. But, 
to be sure , the brightest strokes of his wit owed their force 
to the impression of the characters , which was upon men's 
minds at the time; to their knowing them, at table and in 
the street; in short, being familiar with them; and aboye all, 
to his satire being directed against those whom a little while 
before they had hated and feared. 

There is more thinking in Milton and in Butler than in 
any of our poets. 

4) THOMAS CAMPBELL. 

The merit of Sudibras , excellent as it is , certainly lies 
in its style and execution , and by no means in the strueturw 
of the story. The action of the poem, as it stands, and in- 
terruf^d as it is , occupies but three days and it is clear, 
from the opening line, "When ciyil dudgeon first grew high, ** 
that it was meant to bear date with the civil wars. Tet after 
two days and nights are completed, the poet skips at once, 
in the third part to Oliver Cromweirs death, and then returns 
to retrieve his hero, and conduct him through the last canto. 
Before the third part of Hudibras appeared, a great spaoo 
of time had elapsed since the publication of the first. Char- 
les n. had been fifteen years asleep on the throne, and But- 
ler seems to have felt that the ridicule of the sectaries had 
grown a stale subject. The final interest of the piece, 
therefore, dwindles into the widow's repulse of Sir Hudibras 
— a topic which has been suspected to allude , not so much 
to the Presbyterians as to the reigning monarch's 4ptage 
upon his mistresses. 



y Google 



CRITICAL H0TICE8. l3 

6) GEORGE CRAIK. 

The poetry of Butler has been reiy happily designated 
as merely the comedy of that style of composition which 
Donne and Cowley practised in its more serious form — 
the difference between the two modes of writing being much 
the same with that which is presented by a countenance of 
a peculiar cast of features when solemnised by deep reflection, 
and the same countenance when lighted up by cheerftilness 
or distorted by mirth. And it may be added, that the gayef 
and more animated expression is here, upon the -^ole, the 
more natural and attractive. The quantity of explosire 
matter of all kinds which Butler has contrived to pa<^ up 
in hi£f verses is amazing; it is crack upon crack, flash upon 
flash, from the first line of his long poem to the last. Much 
of this incessant bedazzlement is, of course, merely verbal, 
or otherwise of the humblest species of wit ; but an infinite 
Bumber of the happiest things is also thrown out. And 
Hudibras is fiar from being all more broad force. Butler's 
power of arguing in verse, in his own way, may almost be 
put on a par with Dryden*s in his; and, perseveringly as 
he devotes himself upon system to the exhibition of the 
hidicrous and grotesque, he sometimes surprises us with a 
sudden gleam of the truest beauty of thought and expression 
breaking out from the midst of the usual rattling fire of 
smartness and conundrums — as when in one place he ex- 
claims of a thin cloud drawn over the moon — 

Mystorioas veil; of bri^^htness made. 
At once her Insttd aad her shade t 

6) WILLIAM'HAZLnX. 

The greatest single production of wit of this period, I 
might say of this country, is Butler's ** Hudibras**. It contains 
specimens of every variety of drollery and satire, and those 
speoimeiiB ^nrowded together into ahnost eveiy page. The 



y Google 



14 9AMUEL BUTLER. 

pro^Tof this is, that nearly one half of his lines are got hj 
heart, and quoted for mottos. In giying instances of different 
torts of wit, or trying to recollect good things of this kind» 
they are the first which stand ready in the memory; an«| 
they are those which furnish the best tests and moat 
striking illustrations of what we want. Dr. Campbell, in his 
**Philososphy of Rhetoric", when treating of the subject oi 
wit, which he has done rery neatly and sensibly, has 
constant recourse to two authors, Pope and Butler, the ona 
for ornament, the other more for use. Butler is equally ia 
ihe hands of the learned and the Tulgar, for the sense is 
generally as solid as the images are amusing and grotesque,. 
Whigs and Tories join in his praise. He could not» in spite 
of himself, 

* narrow his mind. 
And to party give up what was meant for mankind." 

Though his subject was local and temporary, his fame was 
not circumscribed within his own age. He was admired by 
Charles H. and has been rewarded by posterity. It is the 
poet's fate! It is not, perhaps, to be wondered at, that 
arbitrary and worthless monarchs like Charles H. should 
neglect those who pay court to them. The idol (if it had 
sense) would despise its worshippers. Indeed, Butler hardly 
merited anything on the score of loyalty to the house of Stuart* 
True wit is not a parasite plant. The strokes which it aims 
at folly and knavery on one side of a question, tell equally 
home on the other. Dr. Zachary Grey, who added notes ta 
the poem , and abused the leaders of CromwelFs party by 
name, would be more likely to have gained a pension for 
his services than Butler, who was above such petty work. 
A poem like "Hudibras" could not be mcide to order of a court, 
Charles might very well have reproached the author with 
"panting to show his own wit and sense rather than to fiEkvour 
a tottering cause; and he has even been suspected, in parts 
of his poem, of glancing at majesty itself. He in general 
ridicules not persons^ but things, not a party , but theii;^^ 
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principles, ^hich maj belong, af time and oecation teire^ 
to one set of solemn pretenders or another. This he has done 
most effectually, in ererj possible waj and firom eyery possible 
source, learned or unlearned. He has exhausted the moods and 
figures of satire aad sophistry. It would be possible to deduce 
the different forms of syllogism in Aristotle, firom the different 
yiolations or mock-imitations of them in Butler. He fulfils every 
one ofBarrow*s conditions of wit, which I have enumerated in 
the first Lecture. He makes you laugh or smile by comparing 
the high to the low, or by pretending to raise the low to ihs( 
lofty; he succeeds equally in the familiarity of his illustra- 
tions, or their incredible extraragance, by comparing things 
that are alike or not alike. He surprises equally by his 
coincidences or contradictions, by spinning out a long-winded 
flimsy excuse, or by turning short upon you with the point* 
blank truth. His rhymes are as witty as his reasons, equally 
remote from what common custom would suggest; and he 
startles you sometimes by an empty sound like a blow upon 
a drum-head, by a pun opon one word, and by splitting 
another in two at the end of a verse, with the same alertness 
and power over the odd and unaccountable in the combina* 
tions of sounds as of images. ^ 

There are as many, shrewd t^horisms in his works, 
clenched by as many quaint and individual allusions, as 
perhaps in any author whatever. He makes none but pal- 
pable hits , that may be said to give one*8 understanding a 
rap on the knuckles; He is, indeed, sometimes too prolific, 
and spins his antithetical sentences out, one after another, 
till the reader, not the author, is wearied. He is, however, 
very seldom guilty of repetitions, or wordy paraphrases of 
himself; but he sometimes comes rather too near it, and 
interrupts the thread of his argument (for narrative he has 
none) by a tissue of epigrams, and the tagging of points 
and conundrums without end. The fault, or original sin of 
his genius, is, that from too much leaven it ferments and 
pins over; and there is, unfortunately, nothing in his subject 
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to restrain and keep it within corapaas. He has no story 
good for anything, and his characters are good for very little^ 
They are too low and mechanical, or too much one thing, 
personifications, as it were, t>f nicknames, and hugfoears of 
popular prejudice and vulgar cant, unredeemed by any virtue, 
or difference or variety of disposition. There is no relaxation 
or shifting of the parts ; and ihe impression in some degree 
fiftils of its effect, and becomes questionable from its being 
always the sahie. The satire looks, at length, almost like 
special pleading ; it has nothing to confirm it in the apparent 
good humour or impartialitity of the writer. It is something 
revolting to see an author persecute his characters, Uie 
cherished offspring of his brain, in this manner, without 
mercy. Hudibras and Ralpho have immortalised Butler ; aad 
what has he done for them in return, but set them up to be 
** pilloried on infamy's high and lasting stage ? " This is un- 
gratefy ! 

The rest of the characters have, in general, little more 
than their names and professions to distinguish them. W© 
scarcely know one from another, Cerdon, or Orsin, or Crow- 
dero, and are often obliged to turn back, to connect their 
several adventures together. In fact, Butler drives only at a 
sect of obnoxious opinions, and runs into general declama- 
tions. His poem in its essence is a satire, or didactic poem.- 
It is not virtually dramatic or narrative. It is composed of 
digressions by the author. He instantly breaks off in the 
middle of a story, or incident, to comment upon and turn it 
into ridicule. He does not give characters but topics, which 
would do just as well in his own mouth without agents, or 
machinery of any kind. The long digression in Part HI, in 
which no mention is made of the hero, is just as good and 
as much an integrant part of the poem as the rest. The 
conclusion is lame and impotent , but that is saying nothing ; 
the beginning and middle are equally so as to historical merit. 
There is no keeping in his characters, as in Don Quixote; 
nor any e^oyment of the ludicrousness of their situations^ 
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as in Hogarth. Indeed, it requires a considerable degree 
of sympathy to enter into and describe to the life even the 
Indicrous eccentricities of others, and there is no appearance 
of sympathy or liking to his subject in Butler. His humour 
is to his wit, ** as one grain of wheat in a bushel of chalT: 
you shall search all day, and when you find it, it is not 
worth the trouble." Yet there are exceptions. The most 
decisiye is , I think , the description of the battle between 
Bruin and his foes, Part I. Canto HI., and again of the 
triumphal procession in Part U. Canto H., of which the prin- 
cipal features are copied in Hogarth's election print, the 
Chairing of the Sucoessftil Candidate. The account of Sidrophel 
and Whackum is another instance, and there are some few 
others , but rarely sprinkled up and down. 

The widow, the termagant heroine of the poem , is still 
more disagreeable than her lorer : and her sarcastic account 
of the passion of lore, ais consisting entirely in an attachment 
, to land and houses, goods and chattels, which is enforced 
with all the rhetoric the author is master of, and hunted down 
through endless similes , is evidently false. The vulgarity and 
meanness of sentiment which Butler complains of in the 
Presbyterians, seems at last, firom long familiarity and close 
contemplation, to have tainted his own mind. Their worst 
rices appear to have taken root in his imagination. Nothing 
but what was selfish and groveling sunk into his memory, in 
the depression of a menial situation under his supposed hero. 
He has, indeed, carried his private grudge too far into his 
general speculations. He even makes out the rebels to be 
cowards and well beaten, wh^ch does not accord with the 
history of the times. In an excess of zeal for church and 
state, he is too much disposed to treat religion as a cheat 
and liberty as a f^rce. It was the cant of that day (from 
which he is not free) to cry down sanctity and sobriety as 
marks of disaffection, as it is the cant of this to hold them 
up as proofs of loyalty and staunch monarchical principles. 

' BnOer. 2 
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^Beligion and morality are, in either case, equally macb 
subservient to the spirit of party, and a stalkin^^-horse tp 
the lore of power. Finally, there is a want of pathos and 
.humour, but no want of interest in Hudibras. It is difficult 
to lay it down. One thought is inserted into another; the 
linKs in the chain of reasoning are so closely riretted, that 
the attention seldom flags, but is kept alive (without any 
other assistance) by the mere force of writing. There are 
occasional indications of poetical fancy, and an eye for 
natural beauty ; but these are kept under or soon discarded. 
Judiciously enough but it should seem, not for lack of pbwex, 
for they are certainly as masterly as they ^e rare. Such is 
. the burlesque description of the stocks, or allegerioal prison 
in which first Crowdero and then HudilN*as are confine^: 
the passage beginning — 

"As irben «a ovl Ihst's in * bam. 
Sees a mouse creepia; ia the cora, 
Sits still and sliats his round blue eyes. 
As if he slept/' eio. 

And the description of the moon going down in the early 

morning, which is as pure, original, and picturesque as 

possible: — 

" The qneen of night, whose large command 

RnlM all the sea sad half the land, % ^ 

And over moist and crasy bxaias 

In high spring-tides at midnight reigns, 

Was now deolialag to the west, 

To go to bed and take her rest." 

Butler is sometimes scholastic, but he makes his learning 
tell to good account; and for the purposes of burjcsque 
nothing can be better fitted than the scholastic style. 

7) THOMAS B. SHAW. 

The great productions of literature may be looked at under 

two different aspects or relations. £Tery illustrious nan^ 

'in letters may be considered as typifyingand expressing seme 
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grestA aod strongly marked epocJi in the histtry of laAa in 
general, and aUo a& th& ofi^pring' and embodiment of some 
particular era, or some ^peculiar 9tate of feeling* existing in 
the nation of which that name is an ornament: that is to saj, 
<sriti6ism may be genenA or particular, cosmopolite or national. 
Thus Milton, viewed as a colossal intellect, without any re- 
ference to his particular century or country, ma^ be looked 
/upon as the type and oi&prii^ of the Beformation and of th^ 
republican i^irit combined; regarded with reference to £ng^ 
land and the seyenteenth century, he will be found to embody 
the Commonweaith — that stirring and extraordinary period 
of British history , when the united influences of those two 
^ghty phenomena wi^e acting on a stage sufficiently limited^ 
tuad during a periofl sufficiently short, to enable us to form a 
clear and well-de^nSd idea of their character. The period a^ 
which Miltcwi wrote was, as we have seen, a period of vehe- 
jnent struggle between powerhil and opposite principles : and 
if in the illustrious author of Taradise Lost* we find the 
eloquent assertor of the liberty of the press, and the uncom- 
promising advocate for democratic forms of government, we 
cannot be surprised if we behold, in the ranks of the royalist 
party, a mighty chamfpion of monarchy, and an irresistible 
satirist of the follies and vices of the republicans. This cham- 
pion, this satirist, is Samud BuUev, perhaps the greatest 
master who ever lived of the comic or burlesqi^ species of 
^satiric writing — a strange and singular genius, whose powers 
of ridicule were as incomparable as the story of his life is 
jnelanoholy. In point of learning, vast, multifarious, and 
exact, he was no unworthy rival of Milton: in originality of 
conception and brilliancy of form his work is unequalled; 
indeed, 'fiudibras' is one of those productions which may be 
said to stand alone in literature. It is not to be denied that 
the reputation obtained out of England by this extraordinary 
work is by no means commensurate with its real merit as an 
jefEbrt of geniuis and originality, or with the vast store o£ 
wisdom and of wit contained lA its pag«s ; m>r ifi it evea pr9»» 
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Bable that this indifference to its merits will erer at any f^- 
tore period be less than it has hitherto been, or than it is at 
present. It arises from a very natural cause. The subject 
of Butler*s satire was too local and temporary to command 
that degree of attention in other countries , without which 
the highest powers of humour and imaginaiion will hare been 
exerted in vain. It is undoubtedly true that the rices , the 
crimes, the follies so pitilessly ridiculed in *Hudibras' are com- 
mon to mankind in almost erery state of cirilised society; but 
we must no less remember that some of the more prominent 
of them nerer burst forth into so full a bloom of absurdity and 
extravagance as they did at the memorable epoch of English 
history which he has caricatured. The Commonwealth and 
the Protectorate form a revolutionary epoch, and, l%.e all 
epochs of revolution , were fertile in strong contrasts of poli- 
tical and spcial physiognomy. Such periods, acting, as they 
80 powerfully do, upon the manners of a people, are admirably 
suited for the purposes of the satiric poet. At such times thfr 
elements of faction, the extravagances of opinion, of sentiment, 
of manners , of costume , are brought prominently out upon 
the surface of society , and present themselves , so to say, in 
a condensed and tangible form, which the satirist has only to- 
copy to produce a vivid and striking picture — fortunate, too, 
if a future age, free from these violent agitations and strongs 
contrasts, does not charge him with exaggeration, and mistake 
the grotesque but faithfUl delineations of his pencil for the 
sportiveness of caricature. Curious as they are to the moral 
speculator , and full of matter to the studious searcher into 
the history of party, the absurdities of that legion of fanatical 
sects by whom the destinies of En^and were then swayed 
are neither sufficiently attractive or picturesque in themselves, 
nor sufficiently well known to the general European reader, 
for Butler*s admirable pictures of theni to be generally studied 
or understood out of England; for with political satire, no 
less than political caricature, much of the point of the jest is 
lost to those who are not able to judge c^ the likeness. It 
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may be objected that, to the great body of £iiglish readery* 
the yerj considerable time that has elapsed since the occur- 
rences took place which Butler has ridiculed , and the total 
dissappearance of the things and the men represented in his 
poem, must have rendered them as strange and almost as unin- 
telligible as they are to the non-English reader, from remote- 
ness of place as well as distance of time, and dissimilarity of 
manners, customs, and sentiments. This is undoubtedly true 
to some extent: but the intensely idiomatic spirit of this ex- 
cellent writer has given to his work a sap and a vitality 
which no obsoleteness of subject could destroy. An immense 
number of his verses have passed into the ordinary everyday 
language of his countrymen: containing, as they often do, 
the condensed thought of proverbs, they have fixed themselves 
on the memory of the people by their proverb-like oddity and 
humour of expression, and often by the quaint jingle of their 
rhymes. Thus multitudes of Butler's couplets float loosely 
in the element of ordinary English dialogue , and are often 
heard from the mouths of men who are themselves ignorant 
of the source of these very expressions, and who possibly 
hardly know that such a poet as Butler and such a poem as 
*Hadibras' ever existed. The fundamental idea of *Hudibras* 
is, in our opinion, singularly happy. The title of the poem» 
which is also the name of its hero , is taken from the old ro- 
mances of chivalry , Sir Hugh de Bras being the appellation 
of one of the knights (an Englishman, too, according to the 
legend) of Arthur's fabulous Round Table. Much also of the 
structure of the poem is a kind of burlesque of those ancient 
romances ; and the very versification itself is the rhymed oc- 
tosyllable so much employed by the Norman trouveres, a 
measure singularly weU adapted for continuous and easy 
narrative , and consequently peculiarly fit for buslesque. Of 
comic poetry, part of whose humour consists in a resemblance 
or contrast between a ludicrous imitation and a serious or 
elevated original, there are two principal species. In the 
one, the characters, events, language, and stylo of a sublime 
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and pathetic work are retained , but mingled with mean and 
ludicrous objects ; as when the heroes of the 'IKad* are represen* 
ted as cowards, gluttons, and thieres : and in the other, trivial 
or ridiculous personages and events are described with a pomp 
df language and an affected dignity of style wholly dispro- 
portioned to their real importance. The former species of 
writing, it is hardly necessary to say, is called hterltsqite, and 
^e second mock-heroic. Of the ftrst kind are the innumerable 
travesties of the ancient poets ; and of the second both the 
IVench literature and the English possess excellent specimens, 
though the *Lutrin* is not to be compared to the *Bape of the 
liOck.' Although both these kinds of comic writing may 
appear to have been the oflfepring of a considerably advanced 
period of literature, it is nevertheless certain that specimens 
of them are to be found at an exceedingly early epoch — even 
in the very infency of poetry in the heroic >age, and in its 
second birth or avatar of the romantic or chivalric period 
of the Middle Ages. We need only mention, in proof of our 
£rst proposition, the 'Battle of the Frogs and Mice,* falsely, 
it is obvious, ascribed to Homer, but still a work of very high 
antiquity; and also we may refer to many of the comedies of 
Aristophanes. As to our second position — that in which 
we speak of the existence in the Middle Ages of this kind of 
comic writing — it will be necessary to refer rather more 
iWly to the literature of that early period , not only because 
this section of it is less likely to be ^miliar to our readers, 
but also because it bears more immediately upon the subject 
in hand — *Hudibras' being, to a certain degree, a burlesque 
of the tales of chivalry which form the staple of mediaeval 
literature. We have, then, numberless proofs that the solenm, 
wonderful, and stately romance of the trouvere was often pa* 
rodied, and that ludicrous and burlesque poems were fre- 
quently written, for the purpose of exciting mirth, in which 
the stately manners and ^occupations of the knight were re- 
presented in connexion with the ignorance , rudeness , and 
coarse merriment of the peasant ; somewhat in a similar' 
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i6&imer as vre find in the Attic theatre the terrihle and pathe- 
tic tragedy made a source of laughter in the satiric drama, 
-^ich is supposed to have formed a part of the trilogy of the 
ancients. Of these latter only one example now exists, in 
the 'Cyclops* of Euripides, an admirahle and most laughahle 
JBu d^ esprit, in which the heroic manners and adrenture of 
Ulysses and Polyphemus are evidently travestied from a 
serious tragic version (now lost) of the same adventure, which 
formed one of the members of the same trilogy. Not to speak 
of the ancient Norman subdivision of the Romanz poetry, we 
need not look farther than our own country to find several 
examples of the same kind of humour existing in the chival- 
rous literature of the Middle Ages. And the thing is natural 
enough: the taste and feeling of the ludicrous, which seems 
innate in the human mind, will find a ready food in the serious 
or elevated productions fMhionable in any age or country. 
Among the early English poems to which he have alluded 
tJlere are two which are not only admirable for their oddity 
and humour , but curious, as presenting perfect examples of 
the principle of which we are speaking: these are the *Tour- 
nunent of Tottenham* and the 'Hunting of the Hare.' In the 
fbrmer of these singular jeux d^ esprit the reader will find a 
very lively parody of the language, sentiment, and usages 
of the chivalric period. The subject is a solemn tourney, 
or "passage of arms," in which the actors are clowns and 
peasants instead of high-bom and gentle knights, and in 
which the peculiar terms and ceremonies of these Solemn and 
splendid spectacles are most ludicrously burlesqued and mis- 
applied. In the 'Hunting of the Hare* the leading idea is 
nearly similar, with the exception that it is not the language 
and the usages of the tournament which are burlesqued by 
their connexion with the lowest order of the people, but the' 
terms and, if we may so style it, the technology of the art of 
renery — an art which was in those ages considered as only • 
Mcond in importance to the science of war, which possessed' 
a language of its own no less oomplicated and elaborate, and^ 
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was, no less than it, ^e peculiar pririlege of the nobles. Ln 
tliis curious poem the **base-bom churls*^ go out to hunt the 
hare idth all the ceremonies of knightly yenery; aad the 
poem, which describes their mishaps and their ignorant mis- 
application of terms and customs, produced its effect in % 
similar way to the laughable caricature of military and he- 
raldic splendour in the Tournament of Tottenham. 
"Cervaatei lanfh'd Spain's ohiralrj &waj/' 

says Byron; and though it is an error to suppose that the 
ludicrous adventures of the Knight of La Mancha can in any 
sense be said to hare destroyed a system which had ceased 
to exist when Cervantes wrote , yet every reader must feel 
how much of the comic effect of this immortal work arises 
from the strong contrast and want of harmony between the 
Don's peculiar train of ideas and the social condition of the 
times in which he attempts to realise his hallucination. So 
completely indeed had knight-errantry ceased to exist at the 
period when the Don is supposed to set out on his adventures, 
that Cervantes was obliged to adopt the idea of insanity in 
his hero ere he could bring in contact two states of society 
— two conditions of sentiment so incompatible as the chival- 
ric age and the real manners of his own day. But every 
one sees how much the ludicrous effect is heightened, nay» 
how completely it proceeds from this forcible juxtaposition 
of discordant periods; for as all true beauty arises, in nature 
and in art , from harmony , so the ludicrous has ever for its 
principal element the incongruous and the discordant. Place 
Don Quixote in the real age of chivalry, surround him with 
the real customs and ideas which his "fine madness** has con- 
j|ired up from the past and from the world of imagination, 
and he ceases to be a ludicrous , or even an extraordinary 
character. 

In 'Hudibras', the form of the poem, the versification, 
and the conception of some of the adventures , derive their 
Gomic piquancy from their resemblance to the solemn taleg 
of Anglo-Norman chivalry. The age of knight-errantry 1$. 
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indeed £e» less proBuneaily brougkiia conirasiand oppositiOB 
with a different p^od in 'Hudibras' than in 'Don Qnixoie;' 
but it is so brought to a certain degree , and with a certaun 
degree of effect: and herein we may pereeiye a proof of Buir 
ler*8 good sense. The manners 4)f Spain when CerTante9 
liyed were indeed widely different from those of Uie chivalrio 
age; but they were not so completely dianged but that many 
relics of chiyaliy still eidsted in the legends, the songs , and 
the recollections of the people: these existed then, it is ob* 
tIous, for they exist, to a certain extent, down to the present} 
day* But England when Butler wrote , England in the ciril 
war and under the Long Parliament, was as perfect and ab* 
sc^ute a contrast to the chivalric age as the mind of man can 
oonceiye. Butler therefore contented himself with taking 
firom that period certain general outlines for his picture; the 
principal of which — the idea of representing his hero as 
setting out, attended by his squire , in a garb and an equip- 
ment ludicrously caricatured, knight-errantlike , to destroy 
abuses — he undoubtedly .took( firom Ceryantes. The charac* 
t^s of the Elnight of La Mancha and his inimitable squire* 
it should be obseryed, grotesque as they are, are in no sense 
intended to excite , or capable of exciting , any feeling but 
that of merriment — a merriment which in the case of the 
former is always tempered with respect and pity. The ol^ect 
of Butler was different: he intended to produce in us a feel« 
ing of ridicule and ^contempt , and of contempt carried as far 
towards detestation as was compatible with the existence of 
the ridiculous. 4ud in their respectiye aims, both so different 
and so difficult, each of these great wits has wonderfully 
succeeded. Ceryantes makes you laugh at his admirable 
hero, and yet loye him the more the more you laugh; while 
Butler causes you to detest Sir Hudibras as much as it ia 
possible to detest him without ceasing to laugh. Pity and 
abhorrence are both tragic passions, and consequently, when 
cairied beyond certain limits , are destructiye of the sense of 
i^cule: and tiiese two great men haye each in his peculiar. 
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line ^MTiecl their Ivdicrous character exacdy so ftir as to': 
iottch the brink where the comic ceases, and where the tra*^ 
gie begins. Butler*s object in writing 'Hudibras* was tO' 
corer the ftmatic and republican party with irresistible riili* ' 
cule; and in that assemblage of odious and contemptible vices ' 
whidh he has, as it were, condensed in the persons of Sir 
Rndibras and his clerk, it is impossible not to see at onee 
ibe strong though certainly exaggerated resemblance between 
tile original and the portrait, and the extraordinary genius 
of the painter. Sir Hudibras , a Presbyterian officer and jus- 
tice of the peace, sets out, attended by his clerk Ralph (wh^ 
is the representative of the Independents), to correct abuses^ 
and to enforce the observance of the strict laws lately made 
by the fhnatic parliament for the suppression of the sports 
and amusements of the people. In moral and intellectual 
<^aracter, in political and religious principles, this worthy 
pair forms a parallel as just and admirable as in grotesque 
ai^outrement , in cowardice , and in paradoxical ingenuity. 
The description of their character, dress, equipment, and even- 
their horses , is as complete and finished a picture as can be 
conceived : not a single stroke of satire is omitted; they live 
before us a perfect embodiment of everything that is repulsive 
and contemptible. 

Though the lines which distinguish these two personages 
are drawn with a strong , a learned , and a delicate hand, 
there is too great a natural resemblance between the two 
okksses of which Hudibras and Ralph are the representatives 
fyr us to derive from them the pleasure we find in Don Qui- 
xote, and which arises from the happy and humorous contrast 
between the Don and Sancho. The difference;^ between Pres- 
byterian and Independent, Antimonian and Fifth-Monarchy- 
man were much better known and more easily distinguished 
when Butler wrote than they can be now after so many years 
Itftve tended to confound in one general indistinctness the 
peculiar features which gave individual character to the thou-' 
sand secsbs th^ struggling for supremacy , each hating witk 
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a ferrent hatred the Church and the monarefay of Engiand^ 
but abhorring" each other with fttr greater cordiiCHty. Bui' 
it was not so when Butler wrote , and we cannot , therefore, 
justly complain that a work written with a particular wid 
definite purpose of local and temporary sattfe does not pos- 
sess a greater unirersaKty of design than it was likely, ©r 
indeed possible, it should have. We must remember that the 
vices and follies ridiculed in *Hudibras* , though they may no- 
longer exist under the same forms , yet are inherent in hu- 
man nature; and we may accept this sharp and brilliant 
satire as an attack, not upon the Presbyterian or Independent 
of 1660, but upon pedantry, hypocrisy, upon political sayi 
religious fanaticism. 

The plot and adrentures of this poem are tery slight 
and unimportant: the butt of the author was the whole Pu- 
ritan party , and he was more likely to render that party ri- 
diculous by what he makes his personages itay than by any- 
thing he could make them do. The numerous dialogues 
scattered through the work are, in this respect, more power* 
ftil means of throwing contempt on the object of the satire 
tlian the eve'nts; though many of the latter, a$ the adventure 
of the bear and fiddle , the imprisonment in the stocks , the 
self-infiicted whipping of the knight , ^. Ac, are recounted 
with great gaiety and invention. The learning, the inex- 
haustible wit, the ingenuity, the ever-surprising novelty of 
the dialogues, forbid us to regret , or rather altogether pre- 
vent us from perceiving, that the intrigue is so imperfect and 
inartificial a shardly to deserve the name of a plot, that the 
action is inconsistent, and left unfinished at the condusion — 
ff, indeed, the abrupt termination of the poem can correct^ 
be called a conclusion — in which nothing is concluded. 

• In the interval between the appearance of the first an* 
last cantos the Restoration had taken place, to which Butler' 
had so powerfully contributed, and from which he was destined 
to' meet with such ingratitude; and consequently many of 
tfte topics which he had treated withfsuch admirable humour 
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in the first pari had become obsolete; so that it may be 
doubted whether Butler could hare completed his woik, 
or whether the work lyould hare been rendered more yaluable 
had he done so. Its success was immense — addressed as it 
was to the strongest prejudices of the royalists, and directed 
against a party whose peculi^ rices were unusually well 
adapted to serve as a butt for the satirist. It immediately 
became the most popular book of the time, was quoted and 
admired by all the courtiers, and by the merry king himself^ 
who was certainly able, whaterer were his deficiencies in more 
iaiportant points toeiyoy and appreciate the wit of ''Hudibras'*; 
but who, with that ungrateful levity which forms the worst 
feature of his character, forgot to reward the admirable author 
to whom he owed much in more senses than one. 

8) VILLEMAffi. 

Charles II, en prenant de Louis XIV Texemple de la 
pompe et des plaisirs monarchiques, n'imita pas ce prince 
dans sa munificence a recompenser les lettres. La litteratmre 
n*avait, sous son regno, que les entraces du pouvoir absolu, 
et s'adressait a un public souvent distrait par de sourdes 
inquietudes et des mecontentements. Dans les premiere^ 
annees de la restauration, le poeme de Butler, qui jetait une 
derision piquante sur le zele farouche et minutieuse des 
puritains, etait un service rendu a la cause royale. II y avait 
pen de generosite dans le poete a frapper un parti vaincu, 
dont les demiers chefs expiraient leur fanatisme sur Techa- 
fjEkud ; il y avait encore moins de noblesse dans la maniere 
dont ce poSte satirisait, sous son nom propre, la fian^lle de 
sir Luck, ou il avait ete recueilli et ou il avait vecu. Mais 
teU etaient la haine et le degout qu*avait laisses dans les 
esprits la rude et fanatique domination des sectaires, telle 
^tait la crainte qu*ils excitaient encore , qu*on accueillit areo 
le plus vif empressement le po3me d'Hudibras. Nul ouvrage* 
sous Charles II, n*etait plu^ lu, plus cite. II servit sans nui 
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dbute a d^crediter ce rigorisme, cette tristeste pnritaiiie qui 
sfe maintenaient comme une forme d'opposition et iin menace 
k la nourelle cour. Sous ce rapport , Cbarles II derait aa 
poSte une reconnaissance dont il ne s'acqnitta qu'en hii citast 
parfois des rers d'Hudibras. Butler, felicite et oublie, mourivt 
paurre, laissant un ouyrage original, qui, par malheur, est 
intraduisible. 

On a compart son Hudibras a Don Quichotte. L*iimtatiOH 
nCest pa$ douteuse. lie chevalier puritain et son ecuyer Ralfb 
fhrent eyidemment inspires par les deux personnages de 
-Cervantes ; mais le poSte anglais n'a pas Tel^gance, Timagi- 
nation, la yariete de FEspagnol. Hudibras surtout n'est pas 
amusant pour tout le monde, comme Don Quichotte. La 
fidelite meme de ses parodies traine ayec soi quelque chose 
de Tennui qui s'attachait aux originaux puritains. Le po€te 
f e moque bien , mais longuement. Ses plaisanteries sent 
instructiyes pour Thistoire ; jnais qu*est-ce que des plaisante- 
ries qu'il faut etudier ? Le chevalier Hudibras est une bonne 
-oopie des pedants reformateurs, mais qu*il est loin de Taimable 
et admirable fou Don Quichotte ! £t quant a Tind^pendant 
Balfb, bien qu*il soit poltron et souvent battu comme Sancho, 
ses arguments de preche et de regiment n*^galent pas les 
pToverbes du bon ecuyer. Ce n'est done pas au chef-d'oeuvre 
de Cervantes, qu'il faut comparer Hudibras, mais plutdt a 
no^e satire Menippee. C'est le meme bon sens goguenard 
et le meme savoir original : la peinture des puritains vaut 
celle des ligueurs. Mais Hudibras n'avait pas, comme la 
Menippee, le m^rite de venir pendant le combat et d'aider 
» la yictoire. Les chants de ce poeme ne fiirent publie qu*en 
pleine restauration, de 1653 a 1677. Les plaisanteries de 
Tauteur sur la revolution, ses bons mots perpetuels centre 
les bouchers, les brasseurs et les savetiers, v6naient bien 
tard, quand la restauration avait disperse les restes de 
Cromwell, et qu'Harrison, Bradshaw et tant d*autres etaient 
morts dans les supplices. Il fallait un gi^and fond de gaiet^ 
aristocratique pour rire encore du d^fikut de naissance de ces 
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hemmes. Lie grand et populaire succes d'Hudibras est a cet 
^gard un indke curieux pour rhistoire, autant que le JLiyse 
-en Itti-meme aboiide en traits de moeurs, dont elle pent pro- 
pter, he Jacobite Samuel Johnson* qui donne a Butler le nom 
de grand, regarde son poeme oomme un des monument3 de la 
langue anglaise. Ce livre a du moins Tincontestable arantage 
d'etre tout indigene par le siget, les moeurs, les detaiU. 
A ce titre, il occupe une place a part dans la litterature du 
temps ; il a I'esprit du regno de Charles II, sans aucune irac0 
d*e»prit francs. Yous sarez m^me que Butler n'aimait pas 
BOS vers , Utmrant qu'il y en avait toigours un pour le risM, 
un pour le sens. * 

9) MMKECflET. 

II est rare que les ouvrages ecrits sous la diotee des 
passions politiques survirent aux ^y^nements qui ont inspir^i. 
Si le republicain Milton n'eut ecrit que sur les guerres exiles 
et religieuses de son temps , son genie nous serait a peine 
connu : le Paradis perdu a seul saure de Toubli ses pamphlerts 
politiques. C*est par cette raison qu*un poete, que certains 
critiques de TAngleterre pretendent sans rival dans la poesle 
burlesque et qu'un poeme qui leur parait dans son genre un effovt 
de genie presque aussi etonnant que le Paradis perdu, ne nois 
sent gi^re connus que de nom. Ce poete, c'est Samuel Butler; 
ce poeme , c*est Hudibras. La reputation de Tauteur et celte 
du litre sont si grandes en Angleterre que c*est un devo&r 
pour nous de nous en occuper. 

Pour comprendre comment une guerre civile qui oo6fta 
tant de sang a FAngleterre et fit monter Charles !•' svir 
r6chafiEiud, apuinspirer un poeme comique et presque burlesque 
a un poete royaliste comme Butler, il feut se rendre comptb 
de ce qu*^taient alors les partis en Angleterre et se rappeler 



ThoM that write ia rhjme still make 
The. one verse for the other's sake; 
The Ode for sdKse »ad one tn ibyn^ 
I thuA'a nAtif m «t eo* liaie. 
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qii*au temps de la Ligue nous tuvens eu la Mttire Menipp^. 
Le ridicule se ihSle si souyent aux actions humaines , que les 
catastrophes, meme les plus sanglantes, peurent rarement y 
echapper. En Angleterre, le prote^tantisme etait alors divis6 
en trois sectes principales : les ^isoopaux, lespresbyteriens et 
les independants. En desaccord surtout le reste, ces trois sectes • 
se reunirent pour reninerser le trone ; puis elle se dechirerent 
les unes les autres , et leurs querelles , sans etre sanglantes» 
se sont perpetuees jusqu'a nos jours. Butler yit, en honune 
d'esprit , que si les ennemis du roi etaient les' plus forts , ils 
n'en pretaient pas moins la face aux traits du ridicule, et il 
saisit la seule arme qui piU alors les atteindre. II se souyint 
que, dans un autre temps et dans un autre pays, Michel 
Ceryantes ayait eu le talent de faire rire toute TEurope aux 
depens d'un braye hidalgo epris d'un enthousiasme cheyale- 
resque assez yoisin de la folic, et il se persuada que TEurope 
ne s'amuserait pas moins de son juge presbyterien courant en 
chevalier les proyinces de TAngleterre pour y etablir les 
doctrines puritaines et redresser les torts de la noblesse et 
du clerge. Sir Hudibras est le Don Quichotte de la reforme, 
et, pour que la ressemblanoe fdt complete, le poete lui donna 
im secretaire ou ecuyer nonun6 Ralph, qui est proprement 
son Sancho Pansa. Conone dans le roman espa^ol, le seryi- 
teur a plus de bon sens que le maitre, et le juge Hudibras 
est ecrase sous les traits malins dont Taccable Fhonnete 
;B&iph non mo^ns , que sous le ridicule des ayeniures 1t>ouf- 
,£»Biie9 ou il jette son fanatisme extravagant. Mais €el*yantea& 
aimait son heros, et, s'il le montre ridicule, il fie le rend 
Jamais meprisable : il n*en est pas ainsi du paurre HiudibraB, 
que Butler imnole sans pitie a la raillerie et au mepriii. 
Yoioi le p(»*trait du personnage dans Vimitationlibre e% 
M^iffegee de Voltaire : 

Sir Hudibras, cet homme rare, . I 

Etait, dit on, rempli dlionneur. 

Avail de Tesprit et da coenr; 

Mais il en ^tait fori avare. 

D'ailietiri, par nn talent nenreait, 

SI iiail lem fisofte «a hstnuk, i' ' ' ' ^ 
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AiMi qv'ft 1» gmun ciatBii ; 
Ormad nr 1m bancs, n*^^ "^^ ^ tdls, 
Dans les caa^ et daas an baraaa: 
ScaUablo a ees lato amplubiaa 
Qai, paraissant avoir deux Ties, 
SoBt rats de campa^o et rats d'eaa. 
Mais, maiffrv sa fxaadie dloqaaaee, 
Et SOB Merite et sa pmdenco, 
n passa, dies qaelques sayants. 



I>oBt les fripoas avec adress^ 

SaToat Bser sans dir« on mot, 

Et qa'iU ionnMrt avee sonplossa: 

Get instrament s'appelle nn sot 

Co n'ost pas qn'en th^olo^e. 

En logiqoo, on astrolofie, 

n ne fdt on doctenr subtil: 

En qvatre il s^parait an ill, 

Dispatant sans januis se readro, 

Changeant de these tovt a coup 

Toqjours pr^t a parler beaacoup, 

Quand il Kdlait ne point s'entondze. 

GrimpA dessns sa harideUe 

Povr venger la religion, 

ATait k lar^n de sa sella 

Denx pistolets et dH jambon ; 

Mais il n'avait qa'nn 4peron. 

C^tait de tout temps sa maniere; 

Sachant que, si la talonniere 

Pique nne moiti^ da cheval, 

L'antre moiti^ de ranuaal * 

N'en resterait point en arriere. 

▼oili done Hndibras parti t 

Qae Dieo b4nisse ^n ▼oyage. 

Sea arfnnents et son parti, 

Sa barbe rousse et son conrage ! 

Cette imitation, oii Tesprit de Voltaire ne brille pas moins 

que celni de Butler, suffit pour donner une idee de ce poeme, 

ponr ainsi dire sans action et sans denoument. II se compose 

d'une s^rie d*aventures entremelees de conrersations, comme 

dans le Don Quichotte. Mais le poeme d*Hudibras a contie 

lui de peindre des trayers et des ridicules, qui ne pouyaient 

que pour Tepoque et pour le pajs qui en ont M 

La plupart des traits piquants dont il est sem6 

tneme en Angleterre, d*etre expliqu^s et com- 

etre compris. Le burlesque de cette composition 

Dut dans le d^sacoord, dans le contraste entre 
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le style et les sentiments, entre la grarite des ^y^nementft 
et' la maniere dont ils • ont ^te racontes. On y remarque & 
chaque pag'e et presque a ebaque Terse une depense d'espiit 
qui ya jusqu'a la prodi^alite, jusqn^a Tabus. Cette abondanop 
teSme finit par fatiguer. Butler suppl^e^souvent a Tabsence. 
.par un d^pldiment d'erudition. d'autant^plus regrettable qu'il 
«ait lire quand il yeut au livre de la nature et que le coeur 
liumain n*a point de secrets pour lui. Un grand ' nombre de 
ses yers sont empreints d'un' tel caraotere de y^rit^ qu'ils 
Bont Testes proyerbes. C'est encore un point de ressemblailce 
d*Hudibras ayec Don Quichotte : mais Timitation est rest^e 
. trop au-dessous du modele pour qu'on puisse pousser plus loia 
la comparaison. L'oeuyre de Cervantes est europeenne, celle 
^ Butler est tout anglaise, et il existe ^tre le poeme anglais 
et le roman espagnol toute la distance qui separe Tespjit du 
g^nie. 

10) FBIEDWCH BOUTERWEK. 

Wenige Gedichte sind lauter gepriesen und in England 
beliebter geworden, als der Hudibras yon Butrer, Man hat 
dieses komi'sche Gedicht als den Triumph . des menschlichen 
'Witzes bewundert. Man hat geglaubt, es liber den Don Quixote 
stellen zu diirfen, ob es gleich zum Theil nur Nachahmung 
dieses spanischen Komans ist. Immerbleibt es, auchwenndie 
unbefangeneKritik in dieses ungemesseneLob nicht einstimmen 
kann, ein bewnindernswiirdiges Product des komischen Witzes. 
Aber wenn der komische Witz, auch yon dem trefflichsten Ver- 
stande und vielen Kenntnissen unterstiitzt, nicht fiir poetisches 
Genie gelten soil, das noch etwas mehr als Witz voraussetzt, 
so d§.rf Butler auf die Ehre, die dem Cerrantes in der Ge- 
schichte der I*oesie wiederfahren muss, keinen Anspnich 
machen. Der Erfindung im Hudibras fehlt nicht. nur die 
Jicibere OriginalitSt , da sie nur geistreiche Nachahmung des 
TDon Quixote ist ; sie hat auch weit weniger inneres Verdienst, 
als die Erfindung^ im Don Quixote. Butler hatte bei allef 
' Builerf 3* 
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OriguuJitftt und Uaersdil^liQhk&it seiBes Wttces wenif 
poetisclies GefiUil. Seine Phantasie war tli&tig, aber nur 
um dem Wiize yorzuarbeiteB , und Uberraschende Ver- 
gleiohungen und Combinationen herbeizufUhren. Die Situa^ 
tionen, in die er seine komiscben Helden yersetzt, beweisen 
wenig Erfindungsgabf ; sie sind gewiVhnlicb entweder gemein». 
Oder nacbgeahmt. Die Idee, Ton der das Gedicbt ausgeh^ 
war allerdings der Ausfttbrung werih. Die Satjre in Butler't 
Hudibras ist mebr, als Parteisatyre. Sie triift alle pbantasti<> 
scbenPedanten undDisputanten, die mit cyniscberGescbnutckr 
losigkeit den gesunden Yerstand durcb Skibtilit&ten erstickeo 
und fiir albeme Lehrsiiize, als ob es beilige Wahrbeiten 
waren, mit kriegeriscbem Eifer ^u Felde zieben. Die Ge*- 
schicbie der pbilosopbisben Sjsteme liefert genug Facta, 
aittf die man die Satjre des Hudibras eben so gut anwenden 
kann, als auf den Sectenwahn der Fresbyterianer zu Butler's 
Zeit. Aber aucb da gl&nzt Butler*s Witz in seinem bellsten 
Licbte, wo er die grttblerischen Disputationen der Secte, die 
er rerspotten wollte, auf das burleskeste parodirt. Die 
Charactere seiner Helden» des bewaffiieten Ricbters Hudibras 
und des Scbreibers Ralpb, der den Scbildknappen Torstellt, 
Tereinigen in sicb alle Gemeinheit, die Cervantes sorgfHltig 
dem Sancbo Pansa auflud, urn dadurcb das Gemalde des Don 
Quixotte zu beben und der komiscben Carricatur seiner ganzen 
Dicbtung das Widrige zu entzieben. Ja sogar den gemeinen 
Sancbo Pansa l&sst Cerrantes zuweilen mit yielem gesundem 
Yerstande urtheilen. Emstbafte und sogar riibrende Episodes 
erbOben in dem Don Quixote des Cervantes noch die poetische 
Wilrde, die sicb aucb in dem Style dieses komiscben Romans 
nicbt rerleugnet. Aber in Butler*s Hudibras ist Alios Carri- 
catur. Die beiden Helden des Gedicbts sind iik jeder Knsicbt 
widrige Subjecte. Nicbt ein einziger edler oder scbdner Zug 
sObnt uns mit ibrer cyniscben Albembeit und Gefubllosigkei]t 
aus. Eben dadurcb bat Butler aucb gegen die Wahrheit 
seiner Cbaractergemillde gefeblt, weil docb ein falscber Eifer 
f&r etwas Gutes die Geistesyeriirungen Tvranlasste,. die er 
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anschaulich machen woUte. Bailer h&tte nicht rergessen 
miissen, dass sogar M&nner wie Milton von dem presbjte- 
rianischen iind puritanischen Traumereien hingerissen werden 
konnten. Aber sein Widerwille gegen die Seote , die er ge- 
wissennassen brandmarkeB wollte, iiesB ihn auch das Interesse 
der Poesie yergessen. Der Satyriker siegte in ihm fiber den 
Dichter. Ueber den Plan, seines komischen Gedichts l&sst 
sich im Ganzen nicht urtheilen, weil es unyollendet geblieben 
ist; aber selbst seine Bewunderer gestehen ein, dass es dem 
Gredichte an Handiung femt. Bwrle^ke Reden und Disputa- 
tionen nehmen in dem Gesange den meisten Platz ein. Auf 
poetische Maschinerie bat Butler ganz Verzicht gethaiL Die 
gelehrten Kenntnisse und Anspielungen, mit denen das WeriL 
ausgestattet ist, tragen zu seinem poetiscben Wertbe wenig 
bei. Die komischen Bescfareibungen, in denen sich Butler*s 
Phi^tasie noch am meisten schOpferisch zeigt, sind gedehnt. 
Aber die strdmende Fiille des originalen, energischen und 
fiirchtbaren Witzes, der nicht sowohl in der Erfindimg als in 
der Ausfuhrung diese» Gedichtes glanzt und durch absicht- 
licheVemachliUsigung der Feinheit den Reiz der schneidenden 
Satyre erh5het, macht den Hudibras zu einem in seiner Art 
einzigen Werke. Ein trefiender und iiberraschender Einfall 
jagt den andem, ein komisches Bild das andere. Die 
Sprache in sogenanntenElnittelYersen passt yortorefflieh zu der 
ganzen Manier. I)as Werk musste also dem englischen 
Publicum lieb bleiben auch seitdem die fonatische Thorheit^ 
gegen die es unmitt^lbar gerichtet ist, sich selbst nicht mehr» 
wie zu Butler*s Zeit, zur Vergleichung darbietet. Ohna 
historische Erl&uterungen ist ein grosser Theil der Satyre» 
Termuthlich derjenige, der Butler's Zeitgenossen besonders 
interessirte, nicht mehr yerst&ndlich. 



y Google 



H U D I B R A S, 

PARTI. 
CANTO I. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

Sir Hndibras his passinf worth; 
The maimer how he sally'd forUi. 
His ams aad eqvipafe ure ihowm; 
His horse's virtues and his own. 
Th' adventure of the Bear and Fiddle 
Is sttskgt but braaks off ia the aiidAe. 



When dvil dudgeon first grew high. 

And men fell out they knew not why? 

When hard words , jealousies and fears 

Set folks' together by the ears, 

And made them fight, like mad or drunk 5 

For dame Religion as for punk; 

Whose honesty they all durst swear for, 

The' not a man of them knew wherefore; 

When gospel-trumpeter, surrounded 

With long-ear'd rout, to battle sounded, .10 

And pulpit, drum ecclesiastick. 

Was beat with fist instead of a stick ; 

Then did Sir Knight abandon dweUing, 

And out he rode a colonelling. 

A wight he was whose rery sight wou'd 15 

Intitle him , Mirror of Knighthood ; 

That never bow*d his stubborn knee 

To any thing but chivalry: 

l^or put up blow, but that which laid 

Right Worshipful on shoulder-blade : 20 
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Eith/er for chartel, or for wamut ; 

Great on the bench, great in the saddle. 

That conld as well bind o*er as swaddla; 

Mighty he was at both of these, 26 

And styl'd of war as well as peace, 

(So some rats, of amphibious nature*. 

Are either^for the land or water.) 
' But here our author makes a doabt» 

'Whether he were piore wise or stout. 30 

Some hold the one, and some the other; 

But how8oe*er, they make a pother. 

The diflTrence was so small, his brain 

Outweighed his rage but half a grain ; 

Which made sane take him for a tool, -35 

That knares do work with , call*d a fooU 

For*t has been held by many, that 

As Montaigne, playing with his cat. 

Complains she thought him but an ass. 

Much more she wou*d Six Bttdibras; 40 

(For that's the name our valiant Knight 

To all his challenges did write.) 

But they're mistaken very much ; 

^Tis plain enough he was no such. 

We grant, altho' he had much wit» 45 

H* was rery shy of using it; 

As being loth to wear it out. 

And therefore bore it not about ; 

Unless on holy-days , or so. 

As men their best ^^arel do. 50 

Beside, 'tis known he could speak Oreek 

As naturally as pigs s<|ueek: 

That Lutin was no more difficile. 

Than to a black-bird 'tis to whistle. 
. Being rich in both, he never scanted 55 

His bounty unto such as wanted : 

But much of either wou'd afford 

To many that had not oi^e word. 

For Hebrew roots, altho* they're found 
(. To flourish most in barren ground, €0 
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He had mieh plenty, as rafllc'd 
To make some think him eircmneisM; 
And truly so, peihaps he was; 
'Tis many a pious Christian's ease. 

He was in Loffie a great critick, 65 

Profoundly skill*d in analytick ! 
He coa*d distingiiish and ditide 
A hair *twixt south and south-west side ; 
On either which he would ^qpnte. 

Confute, change hands, and still conftite. 70 

He*d undertake to prore, by force 
Of argument, a man*s no horse. 
He*d proTe a buzzard is no fowl. 
And that a Lord may be an owl , 

A calf an Alderman, a goose a Justice, 75 

And rooks Committee-men and Trustees. 
He*d run in debt by disputation. 
And pay with ratiocination. 
All this by syllogism, true 

In mood and figure, he would do. 80 

For Rhetoric, he cou*d not ope 
His mouth, but out there flew a trope: 
And when he happen*d to break off 
r th* middle of his speech, or cough, 
H' had hard words ready to shew why, 85 

And tell what rules he did it by: 
Else, when with greatest art he spoke, 
Tou*d think he talked like other folk. 
For all the rhetorician's rules 

Teach nothing but to name his tools. 90 

But, when he pleasM to shew't, his speech. 
In loftiness of sound, was ridi; 
A Babylonish dialect. 
Which learned pedants much afRset. 

It was a party-colour*d dress 95 

Of patch'd and pye-ball'd languages : 
'Twas English cut on Greek and Latfai, 
Like fiistian heretofore on satin. 
It had an odd promiscuous tone, 
Asifh*hadtalk'dl2ireepartsinone; 100 
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^Hiieh made Mme tiiiidt, iHmb 1m M gaWf, 

Tb* had heard tbfee labouen of Babel ; 

Or Ctrherfu himself pronounce 

A leash of langoafes at once. 

This he as TolnUy would Tent 10ft . 

As if his stock woidd ae'er be spent ; 

And tnily to support that efaarge. 

He had supplies as tast and large: . 

For he eoQ*d eoin or emmteffeit 

Kew word's, with little or no wit; 110 

Words, so debas'd and hard, no stone 

Was hard enough to touch them on: 

And iHien with hasty noise he vykt *em. 

The ignorant for eunrent took *em ; 

That had the orator, who once 116 

Did fill his moulh witf» pebble stones 

When he harangu'd, but known his phrase. 

He would haTo us*d no oUier ways. 

In Mdth^maiieks he was greater 

Than Tyeho Brake or Erra Patw : 120 

For he, by geometrick scale, 

Gould take the^iize of pots of ale ; 

BesolTO, by sines and tangents, straight. 

If bread or butter wanted wei|^ ; 

And wisely tell what hour o* th* day 125 

The dock does strike, by algebra. 

Beside, he was a shrewd Pkiloiopher, 

And had read et*ry text and gloss oyer: 

Whate'er the crabbed*st anihor hath. 

He understood b* irni^icit foith: 130 

Whaterer Sceptic cou*d en^dre for. 

For er'ry why, he had a wherefore ; 

Knew more than forty of them do. 

As for as words and tenns cou*d go : 

AU which he mderstood by rote^ 185 

And, as occasion serr*d, would quote: 

Ko matter wheilier rif^t or wrong. 

They mi^^t be either said or sung. 

His notions fitted things so well, 

That which was nhieh he could not tell ; 140 
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Bat ofteatimeft mistook tb« onft 

For th* other, as great clexkft hare done. 

He cou'd reduce all things to acts* 

And knew their natures by abstracts ; 
^ C ^ Where entity and quiddity, 145 

The ghost of defonct bodies, fly; 

Where tmth in person does appear. 

Like words congeal*d in northern air. 

He knew what's what, and that's as high 
(t As nietaph3rsic wit can fly. 150 

In school-diYinity as able • 

As he that bight. Irrefragable ; 

A second Thomm, or, at once 

To name them all, another Dunee: 
;^.. Profound in all the nominal 155 

And real ways beyond them all ; 

For he a rope of sand cou*d twist 

As though as learned Sorhonist; 

And weave fine cobwebs , fit for scull 
V: That's empty when .the moon is full; 160 

Such as take lodgings in a head 

That's to be let unfomished. . 

He cou'd raise scruples dark and nice) 

And after solve ^em in a trice ; 
C As if divinity had catch'd 165 

The itch on purpose to be sbratch'd ; 

Or, like a mountebank, did wound 

And stab herself with doubts profound. 

Only to shew with how small pain 
\: The sores of faith are onr'd* again; 170 

Altho' by woeful 'proof we find 

They always leave a scar behind^ 

He knew the seat of paradise, 

Cou'd tell in what degree it lies ; 
C And, as he was dispos'd, cou'd ^ove it lt5 

Below the moon, or else alSave itr: 

What Adam dreamt of, when his bride 

Came from her closet in his side: 

Whether the devil tempted her 
t; By a High-Dutch interpreter: . • 180 
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If either of them had a navel : 

Who first made music ma^able : 

Whether the serpent, at the fall, ' 

Had cloren feet or none at all. . 
^2 t -^ ^^> withont a gloss or comment* IBl^ 

He coa*d miriddle in a moment, ^ ' ' . 

In proper t^nns, s^ch as men smattor. 

When they throw out, and miss the mattiMr. / 
For his Religion, it was fit ^ 
,-" To match his l^amkig and his wit: ' 190 

*Twas Preshyterian true bine; 

For he was of that stnbbom crew 
' Of errant Saints whom all men grani 

To be the true Church Militant ; ) 

^ ;_ Snch as do build their faith upon . 195 

The holy text of pike and gun ; 

Decide all controversies by 

InfalUble. artUlery ; 

And provp their doctrine orthodox 
C ;: By apostolic blows and knocks: 200 

Call fire, and sword, and desolation, 

A godly thorough reformation, 

Which always must be carry'd on. 

And still be doing, nerer done: 
^ .'I As if Religion were intended 205 

For nothing e^e but to be^ mended. 

A sect whose cfiief devotion lies . . 

In odd perverse antipathies ; 

In faUing out with that or this, 
C : : . And finding somewhat still amiss : ' 210 

More peevish , cros$ , and splenetick» 

Than dog distract, oi; monkey sick; 

That with more care keep holy-day 

The wrong , than others the right way: 
, , Compound for sins they are inclined to» 215 

By damping those they have no mind to : ' y 

Still so perverse and opposite. 

As if they worship*d God for spite. 

The self-same thing they will abhor t 

r ; One way, and long another lor. 220 
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fVM*irin they one wsy diMTOw; 

Anotlier, notiidng elM allow. 

All piety eonsitts thetfets 

In Uiem, in other men ifi ein. 

Bather than hjl, they wiU decry 226 

That which they Ioto most te ntoly ; 

Qnarrel with minc'd-piei, and dispanage . 

Their bett snd dearest Mend, phm-ponridge : 

Fat pig and goose itself oppose. 

And Uaspheme cnstard tluro* the noee. 290 

Th* i^sUes of this fieree religion. 

Like MaJiomed'n, were ass and widgeon ; 

To whom onr Knight, by fast instinct 

Of wit and temper was so linkt, 

As if hypocrisy and nonsense 285 

Had got th' adTowson of his conscience. 

Thus was he gifted and acconter*d ; 
We mean on th* inside, not the outward; 
That next of all we shall discuss : 

Then listen. Sirs, it follows thus: 240 

His tawny beard was th* equal grace 
Both of his wisdom and his face ; 
In cut and dye so like a tOe, 
A sudden Tiew it would beguile : 

The upper part thereof was whey ; 245 

The nether, orange niiz*d with grey. 
This hairy meteor did denounce 
The fall of scepters and of crowns ; 
With grisly type did represent 

Declining age of goTemment ; 250 

And tell wiSi hieroglyphick spade* 
Its own grare and the state*s were made, 
like Sampson* % heart-breakers, it pew 
In time to make a nation rae ; ' 

Tho' it contributed its own &11, 255 

To wait upon the publick dowi^U, 
It was monastic, and did grow 
In holy orders by strict tow; 
Of rule as sullen and soTore 
At that of rigid CoideUere. 200 
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*TwM bound to suffer p«neeiitioB 

And martyrdom with retolatkn ; 

T* oppose itself against tlie hate 

And Tengeance of tfa* incensed state ; 

In whose defiance it was worn, 265 

Still ready to be pnll*d and torn; 

With red-hot irons to be tortor'd ; 

Aevil'd, and spit npon, and martyr'd. 

Kangre all wUch, *twas to stand fkst 

As long as moDarchy shon*d last ; 270 

Bnt when the state should hap to reel, 

'Twas to submit to fatal steel. 

And fall, as it was consecrate, 

A sacrifice to fal^ of state ; 

Whose thread of life the ifotal sisters 2TS 

Did twist together with its whiskers. 

And twine so close, that time should nerer, 

In life or death, their fortunes sever; 

But with his rusty sickle mow 

Both down together at a blow. 280 

So learned TaUacotiut from 

The brawny part of porter's bum 

Cut supplemental noses, which 

Wou*d last as long as parent breech ; 

But when the date of Noeh was out, 285 

Off drop*d the sympathetic snout. 

His back, or rather burthen, showM, 
As if it stoop*d with its own load : 
For as Aenecu bore his sire 

Upon his shoulders thro* the fire, 290 

Our Knight did bear no less a pack 
Of his own buttoeks on his back ; 
Which now had almost got the upper- 
Hand of his head, for want of crupper. 
To poise this equally, he bore 295 

A paunch of the same bulk before; 
Which still he had a special care 
To keep Vell-cramm*d with thrifty fore ; 
As white-pot, butter-mitt:, and curds, 
Snch as a country-house affords ; 800 
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With other Tittle, whi^ anon 

We farther shall dilate- upen» 

When of his hose we come to treat. 

The cuphoard where he kept his meat. 
- His doublet wils of sturdy buff, 305 

And tho* not sword, yet cudgel-proof; 

Whereby 'twas fitter for his use. 

Who fear*d no blows, but such as bruise. 
His breeches were of rugged woollen »• 
( And had been at the sifge of Bullen; ' 310 

To old King Harry so well k^own ,. 

Some writers held they were his own. 

Thro' they were hn'd with many a piece 

Of ammunition bread and. cheese, 
• ^ And fat black-puddings, proper food 315 

For warriors that delight, in blood. 

For, as we said, he always chose 

To carry vittle in his hose, , 

That' often tempted rats and..mic9 , 

The ammunition to surprise ; 320 

And when he put a hand but in 

The one or t* other qiagazine , ' 

They stoutly in defence on't stood. 

And from the wounded foe drew blood ; 
^ And 'till th'were storm'd'and beaten out, 325 

Ne'er left the fortify'd redoubt. t 

And tho' Knights Errant, .as some think. 

Of old did neither eat nor drink. 

Because, when thorough desarts vast. 

And regions desolate, they past, 330 

Where belly-timber above ground , » 

Or under, was not to be found , 

Unless they graz'd, there's not one word 

Of their provision on record ; 
^ . Which made some confidently write , 335 

They had no stomachs, but to fight, 

'Tis false : for Arthur wore in hall 

Boun^L table like a farthingal , 

On which with shirt pull'd out behind, 
(^ ; And eke before, his good Knights din'd. ; 340 
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Though *twas no tahle, some suppose ,. 

But a huge pah* of round trunk hose; 

In vhich he carry*d as much meat 

As he and all the Knights cou*d eat, 
' ■ When , laying by their swords and truncheons, 346 

They took their breakfasts, or their nuncheons. 

But let that pass at present, lest 

Whe should forget where we digrest, • 

As learned authors use^ to whom 
^ ■ We leare it< and to th* purpose come. • 3ftO 

His puissant sword unto his side. 

Near his undaunted heart, was ty'd j 

With basket-hilt, that wou*d hold broth , 

And serve for fight and dinner both. 
' ' In it he melted lead for bullets , 355 

To shoot at foes, and sometimes pullets , 

To whom he bore so fell a grutch ,- 

He ne'er gave quarter t* any such. 

The trenchant blade, Toledo trusty. 

For want of fighting, was grown rusty, 360 

And ate unto itself, for lack 

Of somebody to hew and hack. 

The peaceful scabbard where it dwelt 

The rancour of its edge had felt ; . 

For of the lower end two handful 366 

It had deTour'd, *twas so manful; 

And so much scom*d to lurk in case. 

As if it durst not shew its face. 

In many desperate attempts. 

Of warranties, exigents, contempts , 370 

It had appear*d with courage bolder 

Than Serjeant Bwm inyading shoulder. 

Oft had it ta'en possession , 

And pris*ners too, or made them run. 
* • This sword a dagger had t* his page 375 

That was but little for his age ; 

And therefore waited on him so, 

As dwarfs upon Knights Errant do. 

It was a serrioeable dudgeon , 
^' -• Either for fighting or for drodgtngsr . -. : 380 
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Vrhitn it hmd stabbM, or brok« a head. 

It would scrape trenchers, or chip bread; 

Toast cheese or bacon; tho* it were 

To bait a monse-trap , 'twould not care. 

*Twoald make clean shoes; and in the eaitli 385 

Set leeks and onions, and so forth. 

It had been 'prentice to a brewer , 

Where this and more it did endure ; 

But left the trade, as many more 

HaTe lately done on the same score. 390 

In th* holsters, at his saddle-bow , 
Two aged pistols he did stow. 
Among the surplus of such meat 
As in his hose he cou*d not get. 

Th^se wou'd inreigle rats with th* scent, 395 

To forage when the cocks were bent; 
And sometimes catch *em with a snap 
As clcTcrly as th* ablest trap. 
They were upon hard duty still, 

And eT*ry night stood centinel, 40O 

To guard the magazine i* th* hose 
From two-legg*d and from four-legg*d foes. 

Thus clad and fortify*d , Sir K^it 
From peaceful home set forth to fight. 
But first with nimble, actiye force 405 

He got on th' outside of his horse ; 
For having but one stirrup ty*d 
T* his saddle, on the further side. 
It was so short, h* had much ado 

To reach it with his desp*rate toe: 410 

But, after many strains and heaves. 
He got up to the saddle-eares , 
From whence he vaulted into th* seat. 
With so much yigoor, strength and heat. 
That he had almost tumbled over 415 

With his own weight, but did recover. 
By laying hold on tail and main , 
Which oft he us*d instead of rein. 

But now we talk of mounting steed » 
Before we further do proceed, 420 
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It doth behore as to uy soaietlii^ 

Of that whioh boro our TaUuit bwnkla. 

The beait was sturdy, large, and taU, 

With month of meal, and eyes of walL 

I woa'd say eye; for h* had Imt one, 426 

As most agree; tbo* some say none. 

He was well stay*d; and in his gait 

PreserT*d a grare, majestick state. 

At i^or or switch no more he sk^. 

Or mended pace, than Spaniard wfaipi; 430 

And yet so fiery, he woa*d boand 

As if he grieT*d to touch the ground: 

That Ca6i€w\ horse, who, as fame goes* 

Had corns upon his feet and toes. 

Was not by half se tender hooft, 435 

Nor trod upon the ground so soft. 

And as that beast would kneel and stoep 

(Some write) to take his rider up. 

So HudihroM his (*tis well known) 

Wou*d often do to set him down. 440 

We shall not need to say what lack 

Of leather was upon his back 

For that was hidden under pad. 

And breech of Knight, gall*d fidl as bad. 

His strutting ribs on boUi sides show'd 445 

Like ftuTows he himself had plow*d; 

For underneath the skirt of pannel, 

*Twizt eT*ry two there was a channel. 

His draggling tail hung in the dirt , 

Which on his rider he wou*d flurt, 450 

Still as his tender side he priek'd. 

With arm*d heel, or with unarm*d kick*d: / 

For BuddbriM wore but one spur ; 

As wisely knowing , coa*d he stir 

To actire trot one side of s h<Nrse, 455 

Ihe other wou*d not hang an ane* 

A squire he had, whose name was Ralph, 
That in th* adTenture went his half: 
Though writers, for more stately tone » 
DocaUhhniiai^Ao; *ti»,«Uoiie; 460 
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And when we can with metre safe, 

We*U call him bo; if not> plain Ralph; 

(For riiyme th& mdder is of rerses , 

With which like ships they steer their courses.) 

An equal stock of wit and valonr 465 

He had laid in; by birth a taylor. 

The mighty Tyrian Queen, that gain'd 

With subtle slu'eds a tract of land. 

Did leare it with a cas£Ie fiUr 

To his great ancestor, her heir. 470 

From, him descended cross-leggM Knfgfats, 

Fa(m*d for their faitii^ and warlike fights 

Against the bloody cannibal , 

Whom they destroy*d both great and small. 
•' • This sturdy Squire, he had, as well 476 

As the bold Trojan Knight, seen Hell; 

Not with a cwmiterfeited pass 

Of golden bough, but true gold-lace. 

His knowledge was not far behind 

The Knight*s, but of another kind, 480 

And he another way came by*t: 

Some call it Gifts, and some N&w-Ligl^f 

A liberal art, that costs no pains 

Of study, industry^ or brains. 

His wit was sent him for a token, 485 

But in the carriage crack*d and broken. 

Like commendation nine-pence crook*d^ 

With — To and'firom my love — it looked. 

He ne*er consider-d it, as loth 
^ > To look a gift-horse in the mouth; * 490 

And very wisely wou*d lay forth 

No more upon it than 'twas worth. 

But as ho got it freely, so 

He spent it frank and freely too. 
' ' For Saints themselves will sometimes b4 495 

Of gifts, that cost them nothing, free. 

By means of this, with hem and cough, • ' 

Prolongert to enlighten'd stuff. 

He cou'd deep duysteries unifd^ 
^<•^ As easily as thread A needle*- . 500 
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For as of yagabonds we say. 

That they are ne'er beside their way ; 

Whatever men speak by this New Light, 

Still they are sure to be i' th' right 

*Tis a dark-lanthom of the Spirit, 505 

Which none see by but those that bear it ; 

A light that falls down from on high , 

For spiritual trades to cozen by: 

An Ignis Fatuus, that bewitches 

And leads men into pools and ditches, 510 

To make them dip themselycs, and sound 

For Christendom in dirty pond ; 

To dive like wild- fowl for salvation. 

And fish to catch regeneration. 

This light inspires and plays upon 515 

The nose of SsAnt like bag-pipe drone , 

And speaks through hollow empty soul , 

As through a tiunk, or whisp*ring hole , 

Such language as no mortal ear 

But spirit*al eaves-droppers can hear: 520 

So Phoebus, or some friendly muse , 

Into small-<poets song infuse , 

Which they at second-hand rehearse , 

Thro' reed or bag-pipe, verse for verse. 

Thus Ralph became infallible 525 

As three or four-legg'd oracle. 
The ancient cap, or modem chair; 
Spoke truth point-blank, tho' unaware. 

For My stick-Learning, wond*rous able 
In magick Talisman and Cabal , 530 

Who^e primitive tradition reaches 
As far as Ada/nC& first green breeches : 
Deep-sighted in intelligences, 
Ideas, atoms, influences; 

And much of Terra Incognita , 535 

Th' intelligible world, cou'd say: 
A deep occult Philosopher, 
As leam'd as the wild Irish are , 
Or Sir Agrippa ; for profound 

And solid lying much renown*d. 540 

Butler. * 
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He Anthropoiophus , and Floud, 
And Jacob Behmen anderstood: 
Knew many an amulet and charm , 

That wou'd do neither good nor harm : ' 

In Rosy -crucian lore as learned, 545 

As he that Vere adeptus earned. 
He anderstood the speech of birds 
As well as thej themselyes do words : 
Oon*d tell what subtlest parrots mean, 
^ That speak, and think contrary clean; 550 

What Member *tis of whom they talk. 
When they cry. Rope, and walk, knave, walk. 
He*d extract numbers out of matter. 
And keep them in a glass, like water; 
Of soT*reign pow'r to make men wise ; 555 

For drop*d in blear thick-sighted eyes, 
They*d make them see in darkest night 
Like owls, tho* purblind in the light , 
By help of these (as he professed) 

He had First Matter seen undress'd : 560 

He took her naked all alone , 
Before one rag of form was on. 
The Chaos too he had descry'd , 
And seen quite thro*, or else he ly*d : 

Not that of paste-board which men shew 565 

For groats, at fair of Bartholomew ; 
But its great grandsire, first o* the name ; 
Whence that and Reformation came; 
Both cousin-germans, and right able 

T* inreigle and draw in the rabble. 570 

But Reformation was, some say, 
O* th* younger house to Puppet-play. 
He cou*d foretel whats'eyer was 
By consequence to come to pass ; 

As death of great men, alterations , 575 

Diseases, battles, inundations. 
All this, without th' eclipse o* th' sun. 
Or dreadful comet, he hath done. 
By inward light; a way as good. 
And easy to be understood,* 580 
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But with more lucky hit than those 

That use to make the stars depose. 

Like Knights o* th* post, and falsely charge 

Upon themselres what others forge : 

As if they were consenting to 585 

All mischiefs in the world men do : 

Or, like the Devil, did tempt and sway *em. 

To rogueries, and then betray 'em. 

They'll search a planet's house, to know 

Who broke and robb'd a house below: 590 

Examine Venus, and the Moon, 

Who stole a thimhle or a spoon ; 

And tho' they nothing will confess, 

Tet by their very looks can guess , 

And tell what guilty aspect bodes, 595 

Who stole, and who receir'd the goods. 

They'll question Mars, and, by his look, 

Detect who 'twas that nimm'd a cloke : 

Make Merev/ry confess, and 'peach 

Those thieves which he himself did teach. 600 

They'll find, i' th* physioguomies 

O* th' planets, all men's destinies ; 

Like him that took the doctor's bill. 

And swallow'd it instead o' th' pill: 

Cast the nativity o' th' question , 605 

And from positions to be guess'd on. 

As sure as if they knew the moment 

Of natives birth, tell what will come (m't. 

They'll feel the pulses of the stars. 

To find out agues, coughs, catarrhs ; * 610 

And tell what crises does divine 

The rot in sheep, or mange in swine : 

In men, what gives or cures the itch; 

What makes them cuckolds, poor or rich; 

What gains or loses, hangs or saves; 61S 

^Vhat makes men great, what fools or knaves. 

But not what wise ; for only of those 

The stars (they say) cannot dispose , 

No more than can the Astrologians. 

There they say right, and like true Trojani. 620 
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This Ralpho knew , and therefore took ^ 

The other course, of which we spoke. 

Thus was the accompIish*d Squire endu*d 
With gifts and knowledge , persons shrew'd. 
Never did trusty Squire with Knight, 625 

Or Knight with Squire, e*er jump more right. 
Their arms and equipage did 'fit. 
As well as virtues, parts, and wit. 
Their valours too were of a rate ; 

And out they sally*d at the gate. 630 

Few miles on horseback had they jogged , 
But Fortune unto them tum*d dogged ; 
For they a sad adventure met , 
Of which anon we mean to treat; 

But ere we venture to unfold 635 

Atchievements so resolv'd and bold. 
We shou*d as learned poets use, 
Invoke th* assistance of some muse : 
However, criticks count it sillier 

Than jugglers talking to familiar. 640 

We think *tis no great matter which ; 
They're all alike ; yet we shall pitch 
On one that fits our purpose most. 
Whom therefore thus do we accost: 

Thou that with ale, or viler liquors , 645 

Bids'st inspire Withers, Pryn, and Viekan, 
And force them, tho* it was in spite 
Of nature and their stars, to write ; 
Who, as we find in sullen writs , 

And cross-grain*d works of modem wits ^ 650 

With vanity, opinion, wont. 
The wonder of the ignorant , * 

The praises of the author, penn*d 
B* himself,, or wit-insuring friend; 

The itch of picture in the front , 655 

With bays and wicked rhyme upon*t; * 

All that is left o' th' forked hill , 
To make men scribble without skill; 
Canst make a poet spite of fate. 
And teach all people to translate, 660 
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Tho* oat of la]igiia|;e8 in which 
They undentand no part of speeeh ; 
Assist me bat this once, I *mplore,^ 
And I shall troable thee no more. 

In western clime there is a town, 665 

To those that dwell therein well known ; 
Therefore there needs no more be said here. 
We anto them refer oar reader; 
For brevity is very good. 

When w* are, or are not, anderstood. 670 

To this town people did repair, 
On days of market, or of fair, 
And, to crack*d fiddle, and hoarse tabor. 
In merriment did dradge and labor. 

Bat now a sport more formidable 675 

Had rak*d together village. rabble: 
'Twas an old way of recreating. 
Which learned batchers call bear-baiting : 
A bold advent*roas exercise, 

With ancient heroes in high prize: 680 

For authors do affirm it came 
From Isthmian or Nemean game : 
Others derive it from the bear 
That's fix'd in northern hemisphere. 

And roand aboat the pole does make 685 

A circle like a bear at stake. 
That at the chain's end wheels aboat. 
And overturns the rabble-rout. 
For after solemn proclamation. 

In the bear's name , (as is the fashion, 690 

According to the law of arms. 
To keep men from inglorious harms,) 
That none presume to come so near 
As forty foot of stake of bear. 

If any yet be so fool-hardy, 695 

T' expose themselves to vain jeopardy. 
If they come wounded off, and lame. 
No honour's got by such a maim ; 
Altho' the bear gain much , b'ing bound 
In honour to make good his ground, 700 
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When he*s engagM, and takes no notice. 
If any press upon him, who *tis ; 
But let's them know, at their own cott. 
That he intends to keep his post. 

This to prevent, and otiier harms, 705 

Which always wait on feats of arms, 
(For in the hurry of a fray 
*Ti8 hard to keep out of harm*s way,) 
Thither the Knight his course did steer. 
To keep the peace *twixt dog and bear; 710 

As he beUeT*d he was bound to do 
In conscience, and conmiission too; 
And therefore thus bespoke the Squire. 
We that are wisely mounted higher 
Than constables in curule wit, 715 

When on tribunal bench we sit. 
Like speculators shou*d foresee, 
From Pharos of authority. 
Portended mischiefis farther than 

Low Proletarian tything-men : 720 

And therefore being infonu'd by bruit. 
That dog and bear are to dispute ; 
For so of late men fighting name. 
Because they often prore the same; 

(For where ^e first does hap to be, 725 

The last does coincidere ;) 
Quantum in nobis, have thought good^ 
To save th* expense of Christian blood, ^ 

And try if we, by mediation 

Of treaty and accommodation, 730 

Can end the quarrel , and compose 
The bloody duel without blows. 
Are not our liberties, our Utos, 
The laws, reUgion, and our wives. 

Enough at once to lie at stake 735 

For CoT*nant and the Cause's sake ? 
But in that quarrel dogs and bears. 
As well as we must venture theirs : 
This feud, by Jesuits invented. 
By evil counsel is fomented : 740 
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There is a Machiavilitm plot, 

(Tho* er'ry Nare ol/aet is not,) 

A deep design in*t, to divide 

The well-affected diat confide. 

By setting brother against brother, 745 

To claw and cnny one another. 

Hare we not enemies plus $atii. 

That Cane et Angue pejus hate ns ? 

And shall we tnm our fangs and claws 

Upon onr own selves, without can^e? 750 

That some occult design doth lie 

In bloody cynarctomachy, 

Is plain enough to him diat knows 

How Saints lead brothers by the nose. 

I wish myself a pseudo-prophet, 75S 

But sure some mischief will come of it ; 

Unless by providential wit. 

Or force, we averruncate it. 

For what design, what interest. 

Can beast have to encounter beast ? 760 

They fight for no espoused cause. 

Frail privilege , fundamental laws. 

Not for a thorough reformation, 

Kor covenant , nor protestation, 

Nor liberty of consciences, 76S 

Nor Lords and Commons ordinances ; 

Nor for the church, nor for church-lands. 

To get them in their own no hands ; 

Nor evil counsellors to bring 

To justice that seduce the Rmg ; 770 

Nor for the worship of us men. 

Though we have done as much for them. 

Th* Aepyptians worshipp'd dogs, and for 

Their faith made internecine war. 

Others ador'd a rat, and some 775 

For that church suffer'd martyrdom^ 

The Indians fought for the truth 

Of th*elephant and monkey's tooth» 

And many, to defend that faith. 

Fought it out nwrdicus to death. 780 
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Bnt no beast ever was so slight. 
For man, as for his Grod, to fight. 
They have more wit, alas! and know 
Themselves and us better than so. . 
• * Bnt we , who only do infiisa 785 

The rage in them like Boute-feui; 
*Tis our example that instils 
In them th* infection of our ills. 
For, as some late philosophers 

* Have well observ*d, beasts, that converse 790 
With man , take after him , as hogs 

Get pigs all the year, and bitches dogs. 

Just so , by our example , cattle 

Learn to give one another battle. 

We read, in JV«ro*s time, the heathen, 795 

When they destroyed the Christian brethren. 

Bid sew them in the skins of bears. 

And then set dogs about their ears : 

From thence , no doubt , th* invention came 
' Of this lewd antichristiau game. 800 

To this, quoth Ralpho, Verily 

The point seems very plain to me. 

It is an antichristiau game , 

Unlawful both in thing and name. 

First, for the name: the word, bear-baiting 805 

Is carnal , and of man*s creating : 

For certainly there's no such word 

In all the scripture on record ; 

Therefore unlawful, and a sin; 
^ And so is (secondly) the thing. 810 

A vile assembly *tis, that- can 

No more be prov*d by scripture than 

Provincial, classic, national; 

More human-creature cobwebs all. 

♦ Thirdly, it is idolatrous ; 815 
For when men run a whoring thus 

With their inventions , whatsoe'er 
The thing be , whether dog or bear. 
It is idolatrous and pagan, 
^ ' No less than worshipping of Z>a^on.' 820 
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Qaoth Hudibras, I smell a rat : 
Balphot thou dost preyaricate : * 
For thongh the thesis which thou lay'st 
Be trae ad amiusnm, as thou say'st; 
(For that bear-baitiDg should appear 825 

Jure divino lawfnller 
Than synods are thou dost deny, 
Totidem verbis; so do I;) 
Yet there's a fallacy in this ; 

For if by sly Homaeosis, 830 

Tussis pro erepitu, an art 
Under a cough to slur a f — t, 
Thou wou*dst sophistically imply. 
Both are unlawful, I deny. 

And I Xqnoth Ralpho) do not doubt 836 

But bear-baiting may be made out. 
In gospel-times , as lawful as is 
Proyincial or parochial classis ; 
And that both are so near of kin. 

And like in all, as well as sin, 840 

That put them in a bag , and shake *em. 
Yourself o* th* sudden would mistake *em. 
And not know which is which , unless 
You measure by their wickedness : 

For *tis not hard t*imagine whether 845 

O* th* two is worst ; tho* I name neither. 

Quoth ffudibras. Thou offer*st much. 
But art not able to keep touch. 
Mira de lente, as *tis i* th* adage. 

Id e$t, to make a leek a cabbage ; 850 

Thou*lt be at best but such a bull. 
Or shear-swine , all cry, and no wool ; 
For what can synods have at all 
With bear that's analogical ? 

Or what relation has debating 855 

Of church-affairs with bear-baiting? 
A just comparison still is 
Of things ^usdem generis ; 
And then what genus rightly doth 
Include and comprehend them both? 860 



y Google 



56 SAMUEL BUTLER. 



Pwt L 



If animal both of us may 

As justly pass for bears as they; 

For we are animals no less, 

Altho* of different specieses. 

But, Ralpho, this is not fit place g$5 

Nor time to argue out the case : 

For npw the field is not far off. 

Where we must give the world a proof 

Of deeds , not words , and such as suit 

Another manner of dispute ; 870 

A controversy that affords 

Actions for arguments, not words ; 

Which we must manage at a rate 

Of prowess and conduct adequate 

To what our place and fame doth promise, 875 

And all the godly expect from us. 

Nor shall they be deceiv*d, unless 

We're slurr*d and outed by success ; 

Success, the mark no mortal wit. 

Or surest hand can always hit : 880 

For whatsoe'er we perpetrate. 

We do but row, we're steer'd by Fate, 

Which in success oft disinherits. 

For spurious causes, noblest merits. 

Great actions are not always true sons 886 

Of great and mighty resolutions ; 

Nor do th' boldest attempts bring forth 

Events still equal to tiieir worth; 

But sometimes fail, and, in their stead. 

Fortune and cowardice succeed. 890 

Yet we have no great cause to doubt ; 

Our actions still have borne us out; 

Which, tho* they're known to be so ample. 

We need not copy from example. 

We're not the only persons durst 895 

Attempt this province, nor the first. 

In northern clime a val'rous Rnight 

Did whUom kill his bear in fight. 

And wound a fiddler ; we have both 

Of these the objects of our wroth, 900 
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And equal £ame and glory from 

Th* attempt of victory to come. 

*Ti8 smig, there is a valiant Mameluke 

In foreign land , yclep'd — 

To whom we have been oft compar*d 905 

For person, parts, address, and beard; 

Both equally reputed stout. 

And in the same cause both have fought : 

He oft in such attempts as these 

Came off with glory and success ; 910 

Nor will we fail in th* execution. 

For want of equal resolution. 

Honour is like a widow, won 

With brisk attempt and putting on ; 

With ent*ring manfidly, and urging; 91 & 

Not slow approaches, like a virgin. 

*Tis said, as yerst the Phrygian Knight, 
So ours with rusty steel did smite 
His Trojan horse , and just as much 

He mended pace upon the touch ; 920 

But from his empty sfjoraach groan*d 
Just as that hollow beast did sound, 
And angry answer*d from behind. 
With brandish'd tail and blast of wind. 
So have I seen, with armed heel, 925 

A wight bestride a Common-weal ; 
While still the more he kick*d and spurr*d. 
The less the sullen jade has stirr*d. 
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THE ARGUMENT. 
The catalogue and character 
Of th' enemies best men of war; 
Whom, in bold harangrne, the Knight 
Defies, and challenges to fight 
H' euconnters Talgol, rents the Bear, 
And takes the Fiddler prisoner, 
Conveys him to enchanted castle; 
There shuts him fast in wooden bastile. 



There was an ancient sage philosopher. 

That had read Alexander Ross over. 

And swore the world, as he cou*d prove. 

Was made of fighting and of loTe : 

Jnst so romances are ; for what else 5 

Is in them all, but love and battels? 

0* th* first of these weVe no great matter 

To treat of, but a world o* th* latter; 

In which to do the injar'd right 

We mean , in what concerns just fight. 10 

Certes our authors are to blame. 

For to make some well-sounding name 

A pattern fit for modem Knights 

To copy out in frays and fights; 

Like those that a whole street do raze 15 

To build a palace in the place. 

They never care how many others 

They kill, without regard of mothers. 

Or wives, or children, so they can 

Make up some fierce, dead-doing man, 20 

Compos*d of many ingredient valors, 

Just like the manhood of nine taylors. 

So a Wild Tartar, when he spies 

A man that's handsome, valiant « wise. 

If he can kill him , thinks t* inherit ' 25 

His wit, his beauty, and his spirit ; 

As if just so much he enjoy*d 

As in another is destroy' d. 

For when a giant's slain in fight. 

And mow'd o'erthwart, or cleft down right, 30 
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It is a heavy case , no doobt, 

A man should have his brains beat out 

Because he's tall , and has large bones ; 

As men kill beayers for their stones. 

But as for our part, we shall tell 35 

The naked trutii of what befel ; 

And as an equal friend to both 

The ELnight and Bear, but more to troth. 

With neither faction diall take part. 

But give to each his due desert; 40 

And never coin a formal lie on*t. 

To make the Knight o*ercome the giant. 

This b*ing profest, weVe hopes enough, 

And now go on where we left off. 

They rode ; but authors having not 45 

Determin*d whether pace or trot, 
(That is to say, wheUier tollutation. 
As they do term*t, or succussation,) 
We leave it, and go on, as now 

Suppose they did, no matter how ; 50 

Yet some from subtle hints have got 
Mysterious light, it was a trot: 
But let that pass : they now begun 
To spur their living engines on. 

For as whipp'd tops , and bandied balls, 55 

The learned hold , are animals ; 
So horses they affirm to be 
Mere engines made by geometry; 
And were invented first from engines. 

As Indian Britons were from Penguins. 60 

So let them be ; and, as I was saying. 
They their live engines ply*d , not staying 
Until they reach*d the fatol champain. 
Which th' enemy did tlien encamp on; 
The dire PharsaJian plain, where battle 65 

Was to be wag*d *twixt puissant cattle 
And fierce auxiliary men. 
That came to aid dieir brethren. 
Who now began to take the field. 
As Knight from ridge of steed beheld. ^O 
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For as our modern wits behold, 

Mounted a pick-back on the old, 

Much further off, much fnrtiier he, 

Rais*d on his aged beast cou*d see ; 

Yet not sufficient to descry 75 

All postures of the enemy ; 

"Wherefore he bids the Squire ride further, 

T* obserre their numbers, and their order; 

That when their motions he had known. 

He might know how to fit his own. 80 

Meanwhile he stopp*d his willing steed. 

To fit himself for martial deed. 

Both kinds of metal he prepar*d, 

Either to give blows, or to ward : 

Courage and steel, both of great force, 85 

Prepar'd for better, or for worse. 

His death-charg'd pistols he did fit weU, 

Drawn out from life-preserving vittle. 

These being prim*d, with force he labour*d 

To free's sword from retentive scabbard 90 

And , after many a painful pluck. 

From rusty durance he baifd tuck. 

Then shook himself, to see that prowess 

In scabbard of his arms sat loose ; , 

And, rais*d upon his desp*rate foot, ' 95 

On stirrup-side he gaz*d about, 

Portending blood , like blazing star. 

The beacon of approaching war. 

Ralpho rode on with no less speed 

Than Hugo in the forest did ; lOO 

But far more in returning made ; 

For now the foe he had survey'd, 

KangM as to him they did appear. 

With van, main battle, wings, and rear. 

I* the head of all this warlike rabble, 105 

€rowdero march'd, expert and able. 

Instead of trumpet and of drum. 

That makes the warrior's stomach come. 

Whose noise whets valomr sharp , like beer 

By thunder tnm*d to vinegar, 110 
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For if a tnUnpet sound, or drum beat, 

Who has not a month's mind to combat?) 

A squeaking engine he applied 

Unto his neck, on north-east side. 

Just where the hangman does dispose, 115 

To special friends , the knot of noose : 

For *tis great grace, when statesmen straight 

Dispatch a friend, let others wait. 

His warped ear hung o*er the strings, 

Which was but souse to chitterlings: 120 

For guts , some write , e*er they are sodden. 

Are fit for music, or for pudden ; 

From whence men borrow ev'ry kind 

Of minstrelsy by string or wind. 

His grisly beard was long and thick , 125 

With which he strung his fiddle-stick ; 

For he to horse-tail scorn'd to owe , 

For what on his own chin did grow. 

Chiron, the four-legg*d bard, had both 

A beard and tail of his own growth; 130 

And yet by authors 'tis ayerr'd. 

He made use only of his beard. 

In Stafibrdshire, where virtuous worth 

Does raise the minstrelsy, not birth; 

Where bulls do chuse the boldest king ; 135 

And ruler, o*er the men of string; 

(As once in Persia, 'tis said , 

Kings were proclaim'd by a horse that neigh'd;) 

He bravely venturing at a crown. 

By chance of war was beaten down , 140 

And wounded sore. His leg then broke , 

Had got a deputy of oak: 

For when a shin in fight is cropp*d , 

The knee with one of timber's propp'd , 

Esteem'd more honourable than the other , 145 

And takes place , though the younger brother. 

Next march'd brave Or sin, famous for 
Wise conduct, and success in war: 
A skilful leader, stout, severe , 
Kow marshal to the champion bear. 150 
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With truncheon, tipp*d -with iron head , 

Tlie warrior to the lists he led; 

With solemn march and stately pace , 

But far more grave and solemn face : 

Grave as the Emperor of Pegu 156 

Or Spanish potentate Don Diego. 

This leader was of knowledge great, 

Either for charge or for retreat. 

He knew when to fall on pell-mell ; 

To fall back and retreat as well. 160 

So lawyers, lest the bear defendant. 

And plaintiff dog, should make an end on*t , 

Do stave and tail with writs of error. 

Reserve of judgment, and demurrer. 

To let them breathe a while, and then 165 

Cry whoop, and set them on agen. 

As Romulus a wolf did rear. 

So he was dry-nurs*d by a bear. 

That fed him with the purchas'd prey 

Of many a fierce and bloody fray; iTO 

Bred up, where discipline most rare is , 

In military Garden Paris. 

For soldiers heretofore did grow 

In gardens, just as weeds do now , 

Until some splay-foot politicians 1*^5 

T* Apollo offer*d up petitions 

For licensing a new invention 

They'd found out of an antique engine, 

To root out all the weeds that grow 

In public gardens at a blow , 180 

And leave th* herbs standing. Quoth Sir Sun , 

My friends, that is not to be done. 

Not done ! quotli Statesmen ; yes , an*t please ye , 

When it's once known, you'll say 'tis easy. 

Why then let's know it, quoth Apollo. 185 

We'll beat a drum, and they'll all follow. 

A drum! (quoth Phoebus;) troth, that's true; 

A pretty invention , quaint and new. 

But though of voice and instrument 

We are the undoubted president, l9^ 
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We such lood music don't profess : 

The Devil's master of that office. 

Where it must pass, ift be a drum; 

He*Il sign it with Cler. ParL Dom. Com. 

To him apply y ourselves , and he 195 

Will soon dispatch you for his fee. 

They did. so; but it prov*d so ill, 

Th* had better let *em grow there still. 

But to resume what we discoursing 

Were on before « that is, stout Or»in: 20O 

That which so oft, by sundry writers. 

Has been applied t* almost all fighters. 

More justly may b' ascribM to this 

Than any other warrior , (viz.) 

None ever acted both parts bolder , 205 

Both of a chieftain and a soldier. 

He was of great descent and high 

For splendour and antiquity; 

And from celestial origine 

DerivM himself in a right line, 210 

Not as the ancient heroes did. 

Who , that their base-births might he hid, 

(Knowing they were of doubtful gender. 

And t^at they came in at a wiudore,) 

Made Jupiter himself, and others 215 

0* th* gods, gallants to their own mothers. 

To get on them a race of charopioiis, 

(Of which old Homer first made Lampoons.) 

Aretophylax, in northern sphere. 

Was his undoubted ancestor; 220 

From him his great forefathers came. 

And in all ages bore his name. 

Learned he was in med*c*nal lore ; 

For by his side a pouch he wore. 

Replete with strange Hermetic powder, 225 

That wounds nine miles point-blank woa*d Bolder ; 

By skilful chemist, with great cost. 

Extracted from a rotten post ; . 

But of a heav*nlier infloence 

Than that which mowtebiaks dii^OM ; 230 

Bntler. ^ 



y Google 



Q6 SAMUEL BUTLER. Part L 

Tho* by Promethean fire made, 

As they do quack that drire that trade. 

For as when slovens do amiss 

At others doors, by stool or piss, 
r The learned write , a red-hot spit 235 

B*ing prudently applied to it. 

Will convey mischief firom the dung 

Unto ihe part that did the wrong. 

So this did healing ; and as sure 
> As that did mischief^ this would cure. 240 

Thus virtuous Orsm was endu*d 

With learning , conduct , fortitude. 

Incomparable : and as the prince 

Of poets , Homer, sung long since. 

As skilful leech is better far 245 

Than half an hundred men of war. 

So he appear'd ; and by his skill. 

No less than dint of sword « cou*d kill. 
The gallant Bruin march*d next him, 
' With visage formidably grim, 250 

And rugged as a Saracen, 

Or Turk of Mahomet's own kin; 

Clad in a mantle delta guerre • 

Of rough impenetrable fur; 

And in his nose, like Indian King, 255 

He wore, for ornament, a ring ; 

About his neck a threefold gorget. 

As rough as trebled leathern target. 

Armed, as heralds cant, and langued; 

• Or, as the vulgar say, sharp-fanged. 260 
For as the teeth in beasts of prey 

Are swords , with which they fight in fray; 

So swords, in men of war, are teeth. 

Which they do eat their vittle with. 

He was by birth, some authors write, 265 

A Russian; some, a Muscovite; 

And *mong the Cossacks had been bred; 

Of whom we in diumals read«< 

That serve to fill up pages here, 

* As with their bodies ditcbes then. 270 
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Serimansh/ was his coasin-germao. 

With whom he sery*d, and fed on yermin ; 

And when these fail*d,.he'd suck his clawit 

And quarter himself upon his paws.' 

And tho* Ids countrymen , the Huns, 27S 

Did stew their meat between their hams • 

And th* horses backs o'er which they straddle ; 

And ey*ry man eat up his saddle, 

He was not half so nice as they. 

But eat it raw when *t came in's way. 280 

He had trac'd countries far and near. 

More than Le Bla/ne, the traveller; 

Who writes , he spous*d in India, 

Of noble hoose, a lady gay. 

And got on her a race of worthies, 28S 

As stout as any upon earth is. 

Full many iMfight for him between 

Talgol and Or tin oft had been; 

Each striying to deserve the crown 

Of a sav*d citizen ; the one 290 

To guard his bear ; the other fought 

To aid his dog ; both made more stout 

By sey*ral spurs of neighbourhood, 

Ohutch-fellow-member^p, and blood; 

But l^algoh mortal foe to cows, 29S 

Never got aught of him but blows ; 

Blows, hard and heavy, such as he 

Had lent, repaid with usury. 

Yet Talgol was of courage stout. 
And vanquishM oft*ner than he fought : 30O 

Inur*d to labour, sweat and toil. 
And like a champion shone with oiL 
Right many a widow his keen blade. 
And many fatherless had made. 

He many a boar and huge dun-cow 30S 

Did, like another Ouy, o'erthrow ; 
But €ruy with him in fight compar*d. 
Had like the boar or dun-cow for*d. 
With greater troops of sheep h* had fought 
Than Ajax or bold Dan Quixote: 310 
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And many a serpent of fell kind. 

With wingtf before and stings bdiind, 

Sabda*d: as poets say, long agone 

Bold Sir George,- St, George did the dragon. 

Kor engine , nor device polemic, 315 

Disease, nor doctor epidemic, 

Tho* ^r*d with deletory med'cines, 

(Which whosoever took is dead since,) 

E'er sent so vast a colony 

To both the underworlds as he : 320 

For he was of that noble trade 

That demi-gods and heroes made. 

Slaughter and knocking on the head ; 

The trade to which they all were bred ; 

And is, like others, glorious when 325 

*Tis great and large, but base if mean. 

The former rides in triumph for it ; -^ 

The latter in a two-wheelM chariot. 

For daring to profane a thing 

So sacred with vile bungling. 330 

Next these the brave Magnomo came; 
Magnano, great in martial fame. 
Yet when with Orsin he wag*d fight, 
*Tis sung, he got but little by*t. 

Yet he was fierce as forest boar, 335 

Whose spoils upon his back he wore. 
As thick as Ajax* seven-fold shield. 
Which o*er his brazen arms he held : 
But brass was feeble to resist 

The fury of his armed fist: 340 

Nor cou*d the hardest ir*n bold out 
Against his blows, but they wou*d throQgfa*t. 

In Magic he was deeply read 
As he that made the brazen head ; 

Profoundly skill* d in the black art ; 345 

As English Merlin for his heart; 
But far more skilful in the spheres 
Than he was at the sieve and shears. 
He cou*d transfoim himself in colour 
As like the devil as a e<rilier; 350 
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As like as hypocrites in show 

Are to trae saints, or crow to crow. 

Of Warlike Engin4» he was author, 
Deyis'd for quick dispatch of slaughter: 
The cannon, blunderbuss, and saker» 355 

He was th* inventor of, and naaker : 
The trumpet, and the kettle-drum. 
Did both from his invention come. 
He was the first that e*er did teach 

To make, and how to stq», a breach. 360 

A lance he bore with iron pike ; 
Th* one half woii*d thrust, the other strike ; 
And when their forces he had join*d. 
He scom*d to turn his parts behind. 

He Trulla lov*d ; Trulla, more bright 365 

Than bumish'd armour of her Knight : 
A bold virago , stout and tall. 
As Jocm of France, or English Mali, 
Thro* perils both of wind and limb, 

Thro* thick and thin , she follow'd him, 370 

In ev*ry adventure h* undertook. 
And never him or it forsook. \ 

At breach of wall , or hedge surprize. 
She shar*d i* th* hazard and the prize: 
c At beating quarters up, or forage, 375 

Behav*d herself with matchless courage ; 
And laid about in fight more busily 
Than the Amazonian dame Penthesile. 

And though some critics here cry shaoif. 
And say our authors are to blame, 380 

That (spite of all philosophers. 
Who hold no females stout, but bears ; 
And heretofore did so abhor 
That women should pretend to war. 

They wou*d not suffer the stoutest dame 385 

To swear by fiercules*8 name) 
Hake feeble ladies , in their works. 
To fight like termagants and Turks ; 
To lay their native arms aside, 
< Their modesty, and ride astride ; 390 
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And proT*d not only horse, hot cows, 

Nay, pigs , were of the elder house : 

For beasts, when roan was but a piece 

Of earth himself, did th* earth possess. 

These worthies were the chief that ltd 475 

The combatants , each in the head 

Of his command, with arms and rage. 

Beady and longing to engage. 

The numerous rabble was drawn eat 
1 ' Of sey'ral counties round about, 480 

From villages remote , and shires. 

Of east and western hemispheres : 

From foreign parishes and regions. 

Of different manners « speech, religions. 

Came men and mastiffs ; some to fight 485 

For fame and honour, some for sight. 

And now the field of death , the lists. 

Were enter* d by antagonists. 

And blood was ready to be broach*d, 
' When Hudihras in haste approach*d, 490 

With Squire and weapons , to attack *em : 

But first thus from his horse bespake *6m; 
What rage, citizens ! what fury 

Doth you to these dire actions hurry ? 

What oestrum, what phrenetic mood, 495 

Makes you thus lavish of your blood. 

While ttie proud Vies your trophies boast 

And unreveng*d walks — ghost ? 

What towns, what garrisons might you 
• With hazard of this blood subdue, ^ 500 

Which now y*are bent to throw away 

In vain, untriumphable fray! 

Shall Saints in civil bloodshed wallow 

Of Saints, and let the Catite lie fallow? 
^ The Cause for which we fought and swore 505 

So boldly, shall we now give o*er? 

Then, because quarrels still are seen 

With oaths and swearings to begin. 

The Solmm League and Covetumt 
*^ Will seem a mere Ood-dam'rme rant; 510 
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And we, that took it, Aiid kaTe feiqilit. 
As lewd as dninkards that fall out 
For as we make wsa/or the Kim; 
Affainst himself the self-same thing , 

Some will not stick to swear we do 515 

For God and for Religion too: 
For if hear-haiting we allow. 
What good can Keformation do ? 
The hlood and treasure that's laid out. 
Is thrown away, and goes for nought. 520 

Are these the firuits o' th* Protestation, 
The Prototype of Reformation, 
Which all ^e Saints, and some, since Martjn, 
Wore in their hats like wedding garters, 
When 'twas resoly'd by either House 525 

Six Members quarrel to espouse ? 
Did they for this draw down the rabble. 
With zeal and noises formidable, 
. And make all cries about the town 
Join throats to cry the Bishops down ? 530 

Who having round begirt the palace, 
(As once a month they do the gallows,) 
As members gave the sign about. 
Set up their throats with hideous shout. 
When tinkers bawFd aloud to settle 535 

Church discipline, for patching kettle: 
No sow-gelder did blow his hofn 
To geld a cat , but cried , Reform. 
The oyster-women lock'd iheir fish up. 
And trudg'd away, to cry, No Bishop. 640 

The mouse-trap men laid save-alls by. 
And *gainst Et*1 Counsellors did cry. 
Botchers left old eloaths in the lurch. 
And fell to turn and patch the Church. 
Some cried the Covenant instead 545 

Of pudding-pies and ginger-bread; 
And some for brooms, old boots and shoes, 
BawPd out to Purge the Commons House. 
Instead of kitchen-stu£P, some cry, 
A Gospel-preaching Ministry; 550 
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And some, for M suits, coats, or cloak, 
Ko Surplices nor Serrice-Book. 
A strange harmonions inclination 
Of all degrees to Beformation. 

And is this all? Is this the end 656 

To which these carr'ings on did tend ? 
Hath public faith , like a young heir. 
For this ta*en up all sorts of ware, 
And run int* every tradesman's book. 
Till both tum*d bankrupts, and are broke? 560 

Did Saints for this bring in their plate. 
And crowd as if they came too late ? 
For when they thought the Cause had need on*t, 
Happy was he that could be rid on*t. 

Did they coin piss-pots, bowls, and flaggons, 666 

Int* officers of horse and dragoons; 
And into pikes and musquetteers 
Stamp beakers , cups , and porringers ? 
A thimble, bodkin, and a spoon. 

Did start up living men as soon 670 

As in the furnace they were thrown. 
Just like the dragon's teeth b*ing sown. 
Then was the Cause of gold and plate. 
The Brethren's ofiTrings , consecrate. 

Like th* Hebrew calf, and down before it 675 

The Saints fell prostrate, to adore it: 
So say the wicked -r- and will you 
Make that sarcasmus scandal true. 
By running after dogs and bears ? 

Beasts more unclean than calves or steers. 680 

Have pow*rful Preachers pHed their tongues, 
' And laid themselves out and their lungs ; 
Us*d all means , both direct and sinister, 
I* th* pow*r of Gospel-preaching Minister? 
% Have they invented tones to win 685 

The women , and make them draw in 
The men , as Indians with a female 
Tame elephant inveigle the male ? 
Have they told Prov*dence what it must do. 
Whom to avoid, and whom to trust to ? 690 
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BiscoTer'd th' enemy's design. 

And which way hest to conntermine? 

Preserib*d what ways it hath to work. 

Or it will ne*er advance the Kirk? 

Told it the news o* th* last express, 595 

And after good or bad success. 

Hade prayers , not so like petitions. 

As oyertnres and propositions, 

(Such as the army did present 

To their creator, th* Parliament,) 60Q 

In which they freely will confess 

They will not, cannot acquiesce. 

Unless the work be carried on 

In the same way they have began. 

By setting Church and Common-weal 605 

All on a flame, bri^t as their Eeal, 

On which the Saints were all a-gog. 

And all this for a bear and dog ? 

The parliament drew up petitions 

To* itself, and sent them , like commissions, 610 

To well-affected persons down. 

In eT*ry city and great town. 

With pow*r to levy horse and men, i 

Only to bring them back agen : 

For this did ihany, many a mile, 615 

Bide manfully in rank and file. 

With papers in their hats , that show*d 

As if they to the pillory rode. 

Have all these courses , these efforts. 

Been try*d by people of all sorts, 620 

Velis et remis, onmihtu nervU, 

And all t*adyance the Cause's service ? 

And shall all now be thrown away 

In petulant intestine fray? 

Shall we that in the Cov*nant swore, 625 

Each man of us to run before 

Another, still in Reformation, 

Givd dogs and bears a dispensation ? 

How will Dissenting Brethren relish it ? 

What will malignants say? videlicet, 630 
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That each man swore to do his httt. 
To damn and perjure all the rest ! 
And bid the Deyil take the hin*most. 
Which at this race is like to win most. 
They'll say onr business, to refonn 635 

The Church and State , is bat a worm ; 
For to subscribe, unsight, nnseen. 
To an unknown Church- discipline. 
What is it else , but before-hand 

Tengage, and after understand? 640 

For when we swore to carry on 
' The present Reformation, 
According to the purest mode 
Of Churches best reformed abroad. 

What did we else, but make a tow 645 

To do we know not what, nor how? 
For no three of us will agree. 
Where or what Churches these should be ; 
And is indeed she self-same case 

With theirs that swore et caeteras; 650 

Or the French League, in which men Tow'd 
To fight to the last drop of blood. 
These slanders will be thrown upon 
The Cause and Work we carry on. 

If we permit men to run headlong 655 

T* exorbitances fit for Bedlam 
Rather than Gospel-walking times. 
When slightest sins are greatest crimes. 
But we the matter so shall handle. 

As to remove that odious scandal. 660 

In name of King and parliament, 
I charge ye all , no more foment 
This feud, but keep the peace between 
Your brethren and your countrymen ; 

And to those })laces straight repair 665 

Where your respective dwellings are. 
But to that purpose first surrender 
The Fiddler, as the prime offender, 
Th* incendiary vile, that is chief 
Author and engineer of mischief; 670 
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That makes dmsion between friends. 

For profane and maHgoant ends. 

He, and that engine of vile noise, 

On which iUegally he plays. 

Shall (dietwm faettm) both be brought 67S 

To condign punishment, as tiiey ought. 

This must be done ; and I would fbin tee 

Mortal so sturdy as to gain-say : 

For then 1*11 take another coune, 

And soon reduce you all by force. 680 

This said, he clapp'd his hand on sword. 

To shew he meant to keep bis word. 

But Talgol, who had loug supprest 
Inflamed wrath in Rowing breast. 

Which now began to rage and bum as 685 

Implacably as flame in furnace. 
Thus answer*d him : — Thou yermin wretched 
As e*er in measled pork was hatched ; 
Thou tail of worship, that dost grow 

On rump of justice as of cow; 690 

How dar*st thou, with that sullen luggage 
O* th* self, old ir'n, and other baggage, 
With which thy steed of bones and leather 
Has broke his wind in halting hither; 

How durst Ui*, I say, adventure thus 69& 

T* oppose thy lumber against us ? 
Could thine im|»ertinence find out 
No work t* employ itself about. 
Where thou, secure from wooden blow. 
Thy busy vanity might* st show? 70O 

Was no dispute a-foot between 
The caterwauling Brethren ? 
No subtle question rais*d anoong 
Those out-o-their wks, and those i* th* wrong ; 
No prize between those combatants 70& 

0* th* times, the Land and Water Saints ; 
Where thou migfat*st stickle without hazard 
Of outrage to thy hide and mazzard ; 
And not for want of bus*ne8s come 
To us to be so lxo«blet«me, ^10 
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To interrupt our better sort 

Of disputants, and spoil our sport? 

Was diere no felony, uo bawd. 

Cut-purse , no burglary abroad ; 

No stolen pig, nor plunder*d goose, 7l5 

To tie tbee up from breaking loose ? 

No ale unlicens*d, broken bedge. 

For whicb tbou statute migbt'st alledge. 

To keep tbee busy from foul evil. 

And shame due to tbee from tbe Devil ? 720 

Did no committee sit, where he 

Might cut out journey-work for thee ? 

And set th* a task, with subornation. 

To stitch up sale and sequei^tration ; 

To cheat, with holiness and zeal, 725 

All parties, and the common-weal? 

Much better had it been for thee, 

H* had kept thee where th' art us*d to be ; 

Or sent th* on business any whither. 

So he had never brought thee hither. 730 

But if th* hast brain enough in skull 

To keep itself in lodging whole. 

And not provoke the rage of stones 

And cudgels to thy hide and bones : 

Tremble , and vanish , while thou may*st» 735 

Which I'll not promise if thou stay*st. 

At this the Knight grew high in wroth. 

And lifting hands and eyes up both. 

Three times he smote on stomach stout. 

From whence at length these words broke out:. 740 

Was I for this entitled Sir, 
And girt with trusty sword and spur. 
For fame and honor to wage batde. 
Thus to be brav'd by foe to cattle ? 

Not all that pride that makes thee swell 745 

As big as thou dost blown-up veal ; 
Nor all thy tricks and sleights to cheat. ~ 
And sell thy carrion for good meat; 
Not tU. thy magic to repair 
Decay*d old age in tough leaa wm ; 750 
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Make nat*ral appear thy woik. 

And stop the gangrene in stale pork; 

Not all that force that makes thee proud. 

Because by bollock ne'er withstood ; 

Though ann*d with all thy cleavers , knires, 755 

And axes made to hew down lires. 

Shall saye or help thee to erade 

The hand of Justice, or this blade. 

Which I, her sword-bearer, do carry. 

For civil deed and military. 760 

Nor shall those words of yenom base. 

Which thou hast from their native place. 

Thy stomach, pump*d to fling on me. 

Go unreyeng*d, though I am free : 

Thou down the same throat shalt deyonr *6m» 765 

Like tainted beef^ and pay dear for *em. 

Nor shall it e*er be said , that wight 

With gantlet bhie, and bases white. 

And round blunt traneheon by his side. 

So great a man at arms defy*d 770 

With words far bitterer than wormwood. 

That would in Job or Grizel stir mood. 

Dogs with their tongues their wounds do heal ; 

But men with hands , as thou shalt feel. 

This said , with hasty rage he snatch*d 776 

His gun-shot, that In holsters watch'd ; 
And bending cock, he levellM full 
Against th* outside of TalgoVn skull ; 
Towing that he shou*d ne*er stir further. 
Nor henceforth cow nor bullock murther. 780 

But Pallas came in shape of rust. 
And *twixt the spring and hammer thmst 
Her Gorgon shield, which made the cock 
Stand stiff, as t*were transfonn*d to stock. 
Meanwhile fierce Talgol, gathering might, 785 

With rugged truncheon cbarg*d the Knight ; 
But he with petronel upheay*d. 
Instead of shield, the blow receir'd. 
The gnu record, as well it might. 
Not us*d to inch a kind of fl([^ 790 
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And shrank from its great master's gripe, 

Rnock*d down and stunn'd by mortal stripe. 

Then Uudihtaa, with forious haste. 

Drew out his sword ; yet not so last. 

But Talgol first, with hardy thwack, 795 

Twice bruis'd his head, and twice his baek. 

But when his nut-brown sword was out. 

With stomach huge he laid about, 

Imprinting many a wound upon 

His mortal foe , the truncheon. 800 

The trasty cudgel did oppose 

Itself against dead-doing blows. 

To guard its leader from fell bane. 

And then reveng'd itself again. 

And though the sword (some understood) 805 

In force had much liie odds of wood, 

*Twas nothing so ; both sides were ballane't 

So equal , none knew which was raliant'st : 

For wood with Honor b'ing engag*d 

Is so implacably enrag'd, 810 

Though iron hew and mangle sore. 

Wood wounds and buises Honour more. 

And now both Knights were out of breath, 

Tir'd in the hot pursuit of death ; 

While all the rest amaz*d stood still, 815 

Expecting which should take or kilL 

This Hudibras obserr'd; and fretting 

Conquest should be so long a getting. 

He drew up all his force into 

One body, and iha.t into one blow. 820 

But Talgol wisely avoided it 

By cunning sleight ; for had it hit. 

The upper part of him the blow 

Had slit as sure as that below. 

Meanwhile th' incomparable Colon, 825 

To aid his friend, began to fall on. 
Him Ralph encounter'd, and straight grew ' 

A dismal combat 'twixt theoi two : 
Th' one arm'd with metal, th' other with wood; 
i This fit for bruise , aod thai: for Uood. 830 
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With many a stiff thwack, many a bang. 
Hard crab-tree and old iron rang; 
While none that saw them coa*d divine 
To which side conquest would incline. 

Until Magnano, who did envy 835 

That two should with so many men vie, 
By subtle stratagem of brain. 
Performed what force could ne'er attain ; 
For he , by foul hap, having found 

Where thistles grew on barren ground, 840 

In haste he drew his weapon out. 
And having cropped them from the root. 
He clapp*d them underneath the tail 
Of steed , with pricks as sharp as nail. 
The angry beast did straight resent 845 

The wrong done to his fundament ; 
Began to kick, and fling, and wince. 
As if h' had been beside his sense. 
Striving to disengage from thistle 
t That gaird him sorely under his tail : 850 

Instead of which, he drew the pack 
Of Squire and baggage from his back ; 
And blund ring .still with smarting rump. 
He gave the Knight's steed such a thump 
As made him reel. The Knight did stoop, 855 

And sat on further side aslope. 
This Talgol viewing, who had now 
By sleight escap'd the £atal blow, 
fie i^allied, and again fell to't ; 

For catching foe by nearer foot, 860 

He lifted with such might and strength. 
As would have hurFd him- thrice his length. 
And dash*d his brains (if any) out : 
But Mwn, that still protects the stout 
In pudding-time came to his aid , 865 

And under him the Bear convey'd ; 
The Bear, upon whose soft fur-gown 
The Knight with all his weight fell down. 
The friendly rug preserv'd the ground, 
, J And headlong Knight, from braise or wound: 870 

Butler. ^ 
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Like feather-bed betwixt a wall 

And heaTy brunt of cannon-ball. 

As Sancho on a blanket fell. 

And had no hurt, 0Qr*s far*d as well 
, In body; though his mighty spirit, 875 

B*ing heavy, (Ud not so well bear it 

The Bear was in a greater fright, 

Beat down and worsted by the Knight. 

He roar*d, and rag*d, and flung about, 
I To shake off bandage from his snout. 880 

His wrath inflam*d, boil*d o*er, and from 

His jaws of death he threw the foam ; 

Fury in stranger postures threw him. 

And more than herald eyer drew him. 

He tore the earth whieh he had sav'd 885 

From squelch of Knight, and 8tonn*d and raT*d« 

And vext the more because the harms 

He felt were 'gainst the law of arms : 

For men he always took to be 

His friends, and dogs the enemy; 890 

Who never so much hurt had done him. 

As his own side did falling on him. 

It griev'd him to the guts that they 

For whom h* had fought so many a fray. 

And served with loss of blood so long, 895 

Shou*d offer such inhuman wrong ; 

Wrong of unsoldier-like condition ; 

For which he flung down his commission ; 

And laid about him, till his nose 

From thrall of ring and cord broke loose. 900 

Soon as he felt himself enlarg*d, 

Through thickest of his foes he charged, 

And made way through th* amazed crew; 

Some he o*erran, and some o*erthrew. 

But took none ; for by hasty flight 905 

He strove t* escape pursuit of Knight; 

From whom he fled with as much haste 

And dread as he the rabble chas'd. 

In haste he fled, and so did they ; 

£achaiidhuifearaM¥eRa;vay. 910 
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Crowdero only kept the field ; 
Not stirring from the place'he held ; 
Though beaten down and wounded aore» 
r th* fiddle, and a leg that bore 

One side of him ; not tbat^f bone, 915 

But much it*8 better, th* wooden one. 
He spying ffudibras lie strow*d 
Upon the ground , like log of wood. 
With fright of fall, supposed wound. 

And loss of urine , in a swound, 920 

In haste he snatchM the wooden limb. 
That hurt i* the ankle lay by him. 
And fitting it for sudden fight. 
Straight drew it up t* attack the Knight; 
For getting up on stump and huckle, 925 

He with the foe began to buckle ; 
Vowing to be rereng'd for breach 
Of crowd and skin upon the wretch. 
Sole autliorof all detriment 
He and bis fiddle underwent. 930 

But Ralpko (who had now begun 
T* adventure resurrection 
From heavy squelch, and had got up 
Upon his legs, with sprained crup) 

Looking about, beheld pemicion 935 

Approaching Knight from fell musician. 
He snatch*d his whinyard up , that fled 
When he was falling off his steed, 
(As rats do from a falling house,) 

To hide itself from rage of blows ; 940 

And, wing*d with speed and fury, flew 
To rescue Knight from black and blew; 
Which, e*er he cou*d atchiere, his sconce 
The leg encounter*d twice and once ; 

And now *twas rais*d to smite agen, . •'945 

When Ralpho thrust himself between. 
He took the blow upon his arm. 
To shield the Knight from further harm ; 
And, joining wrath with force, bestowed 
On th* wooden member such a load, 950 
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That down it fell , and with it bore 

Crowdero, whom it propp'd before. 

To him the iSquire right nimbly ran> 

And setting conquering foot upon 
• ^ His trunk, thus spoke: What desp'rate frenzy 955 

Made thee (thou whelp of Sin!) to fancy 

Thyself, and all that coward rabble, 

T* encounter us in battle able ? 

How durst th*, I say, oppose thy curship 

'Gainst arms , authority, and worship ? 96(^ 

And Hudihras or me provoke. 

Though all thy limbs , were heart of oke. 

And th* other half of thee as good 

To bear out blows, as that of wood ? 

Cou'd not the whipping-post prevail 965 

With all its rhet'ric nor the jail. 

To keep from flaying scourge thy skin. 

And ankle free from iron gin ? 

Which now thou shalt — But first our care 

Must see how Hudihras doth fare. 97'0 

This said, he gently rais'd the Knight, 

And set him on his bum upright. 

To rouse him from lethargic dump. 

He tweak*d bis nose ; with gentle thump 

Knocked on his breast , as if 't had been 975 

To raise the spirits lodg*d within. 

They, waken'd with the noise , did fly 

From inward room to window eye. 

And gently opening lid, the casement, 

Look'd out, but yet with some amazement. 980 

This gladded Balpho much to see. 

Who thus bespoke the ELnight : quoth he. 

Tweaking his nose , You are, great Sir, 

A self-denying conqueror; 
. ' As high, victorious, and great, 985 

As e*er fought for the Churches yet. 

If you will give yourself but leave 

To make out what y' already have ; 

That's victory. The foe, for dread 
y Of your nkie-wo^[thiness, is fled: , 990 
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AU, save Crowdero, for whose sake 

You did th* espous*d Cause undertake ; 

And he lies pris*ner at yonr feet. 

To be dispos'd as you think meet ; 

Either for life , or death , or sale, 995 

The gallows, or perpetual jail ; 

For one wink of your powerful eye 

Must sentence him to lire or die. 

His fiddle is your proper purdiase, 

Won in the service of the Churches ; 1000 

And by yonr doom must be allowed 

To be, or be no more , a crowd. 

For though success did not confer 

Just title on the conqueror; 

Though dispensations were not strong 1005 

Conclusions, whether right or wrong; 

Although out-goings did confirm. 

And owning were but a mere term ; 

Tet as the wicked have no right 

To th* creature, though usurped by might, 1010 

The property is in the Saint, 

From whom th* injuriously detain *t; 

Of him they hold their luxuries. 

Their dogs , their horses , whores , and dice. 

Their riots, revels, masks, delights, 1015 

Pimps, bufibons, fiddlers, parasites; 

All which the Saints have title to. 

And ought t* enjoy, if th* had their due« 

What we take from them is no more 

Than what was oUr*& by right before ; 1020 

For we are their true landlords still. 

And they our tenants but at will. 

At this die Knight began to rouze. 

And by degrees grow valorous. 

He star*d about , and seeing none 1025 

Of all his foes remain, but one. 

He snatch*d his weapon « that lay near him. 

And from the ground began to rear him ; 

Vowing to make Crawdero pay 

For all the rest that ran away. 1020 
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But Ralpho now, in colder Mood, 

His fiiiy mildly tbos withstood: 

Great Sir, quoth he, yonr mighty spirit 

Is rais*d too high : this slaye does merit 

To he the hangman's bos'ness, sooner 1035 

Hian from your hand to have the honor 

Of his destruction. I, that am 

A nothingness in deed and name. 

Did scorn to hurt his forfeit carcase. 

Or m intreat his fiddle or case : 1040 

Will you, great Sir, that glory Mot 

In cold hlood which you gain'd in hot ? 

Will you employ our conqu*ring sword 

To hreak a fiddle and your word? 

For though I fought, and overcame, 1045 

And quarter gave , *twas in your name. 

For great commanders only own 

What's prosperous by the soldier done. 

To sfve, where you hare pow*r to kill. 

Argues your pow'r above your wUl ; 1050 

And that your will and pow*r have less 

Than both might have of selfishness. 

This pow*r which , now alive , with dread 

He trembles at, if he were dead, 

Wou*d no more keep the slave in awe, 1055 

Than if you were a Knight of straw: 

For dea^ would then be his conqueror. 

Not you , and free him from that terror. 

If danger from his life accrue. 

Or honor from his death , to you, 1060 

*Twere policy, and honor too. 

To do as you resolv*d to do : 

But, Sir, *twou*d wrong your valour much. 

To say it needs or fears a crutch. 

Great conquerors greater glory gain 1065 

By foes in triumph led, than slain : 

The laurels that adorn their brows 

Are puird from living not dead boughs. 

And living foes : the greatest fame 

Of cripple slain can be but lame. 1070 
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One half of bim*s already slain. 

The other is not worth your pain ; 

Th* honor can but on one side light. 

As worship did, when y* were dnbb*d Knight 

Wherefore I think it better far 1075 

To keep him prisoner of war; 

And let him fast in bonds abide. 

At court of Justice to be tried ; 

Where , if he appear so bold and crafty. 

There may be danger in his safety. 1080 

If any member there dislike 

His face, or to his beard have pique; 

Or if his death will save or yield, 

Reyenge or fright , it is reveard. 

Though he has quarter, ne*er the less 1086 

Y* have power to hang him when you please. 

This- has been often done by some 

Of our great conqu*rors , you know whom ; 

And has by most of us been held 

Wise Justice, and to some revealM. 1090 

For words and promises, that yoke 

The conqueror, are quickly broke; 

Like Sampson* & cuffs , though by his own 

Direction and advice put on. 

For if we should fight for the Came 1096 

By rules of military laws. 

And only do what they call just. 

The Cause would quickly fall to dust. 

This we among ourselves may speak ; 

But to the wicked, or the weak, 1100 

We must be cautious to declare 

Perfection truths, such as these are. 

This Eaid, the high outrageous mettle 
Of Knight began to cool and settle. 

He lik'd the Squire*s advice, and soon 1105 

Resolv'd to see the business done ; 
And therefore charg'd him first to bind 
€rovodero\ hands on rump behind. 
And to its former place and use. 
The wooden member to reduce; 1110 
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But force it take an oath before, - 

Ne*er to bear arms against him more. 
Ralpho dispatch'd with speedy hatte i 

And having tied Crowdero fast, 
i ' He gaye Sir Knight the end of cord, 1115 

To lead the captive of his sword 

In triumph , whilst the steeds he caught. 

And them to further senice brought. 

The Squire in state rode on before, 
( And on his nut-brown whinyiurd bore 1120 

The trophee-fiddle and the case. 

Leaning on should^ like a mace. 

The Knight himself did after ride. 

Leading Crowdero by his side ; 
^ And tow*d him, if he lagg'd behind, 1125 

Like boat against the tide and wind. 

Thus grave and solemn they march*d on. 

Until quite thro* the town th* had gone; 

At further end of which there stands 
( An ancient castle , that commands 1130 

Th* adjacent parts: in all the fabrick 

Tou shall not see one stone nor a brick ; 

But all of wood ; by powerful spell 

Of magic made impregnable. 
i There's neither iron-bar nor gate, . 1135 

Portcullis , chain , nor bolt , nor grate. 

And yet men durance there abide, 

In dungeon scarce three inches wide ; 

With roof so low, that under it 
( They never stand, but lie or sit; 1140 

And yet so foul, that whoso is in. 

Is to the middle-leg in prison ; 

In circle magical confin'd. 

With walls of subtile air and wind 
{ Which none are able to break thorough, 1 145 

Until they're freed by head of borough. 

Thither arriv'd, th* advent'rous Knight 

And bold Squire from their steeds alight 

At th* outwai^d wall , near which there stands 
{ A bastUe, built to imprison hands; 1150 
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By strange enchantment made to fetter 

The lesser parts, and free the greater; 

For though the lK>dy m&y creep throi^h. 

The hands in grate are fast enough : 

And when a circle *bout the wrist 1155 

Is made by beadle exorcist. 

The body feels the spur and switch. 

As if *twere ridden post by witch. 

At twenty miles an hour pace. 

And yet ne*er stirs out of the place. 1 160 

On top of this there is a spire. 

On which Sir Knight first bids the Squire, 

The fiddle and its spoils, the case. 

In manner of a trophee place. 

That done, they ope the trap-door gate, 1165 

And let Crowdero down thereat ; 

Crowdero making doleful face, 

Like hermit poor in peniire place. 

To dungeon they the wretch conunit. 

And the surriror of his feet : 1 170 

But th* other, that had I r )ke the peace 

And head of Knighthood, they release; 

Though a delinquent fieilse and forged, 

Tet be*ing a stranger, he*s enlarged ; 

While his comrade, that did no hurt, 1175 

Is clapp*d up fast in prison for*t. 

So Justice, while she winks at erimes. 

Stumbles on innocence sometimes. 
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CANTO m. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

Tbe acfttter'd rout return and rally. 
Surround the i^ace ; the Knight does sally. 
And is made pris'ner: Then they siese 
Th* inchanted fort by storm; release 
Crowdero, and put the Squire in's place; 
I should have first said Hudibras. 



Ah me ! what perils do environ 

The man that meddles with cold iron ! 

What plaguy mishiefe and mishaps 

Do dog him still with after-claps ! 

For though dame Fortune seem to smile 5 

And leer upon him for a while, 

She*ll after shew him, in the nick 

Of all his glories , a dog-trick. 

This any man may sing or say, 

r th* ditty call'd. What if aj)ay? 10 

For Hudibras, who thought h* had won 

The field, as certain as a gun ; 

And having routed the whole troop, 

With victory was cock a-hoop ; 

Thinking h* had done enough to purchase 15 

Thanksgiving-day among the Churches, 

Wherein his mettle, and brave worth. 

Might be explained by Holder-forth, 

And register*d, by fame eternal, 

In deatibless pages of diurnal ; 20 

Found in few minutes, to his cost. 

He did but count without hi/s host ; 

And that a turn-stile is more certain 

Than , in events of war, dame Fortune. 

For now the late faint-hearted rout, 25 

0*erthrown, and scatter*d round about, 
Chas*d by the horror of their fear 
From bloody fray of Knight and Bear, 
(AU but the dogs, who, in pursuit 
Of the. Knight's victory, stood to*t, 30 
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And most ignobly feiq^bt to get 

The honor or hU blood and sweat,) 

Seeing the coast was free and clear 

O* th* conquer*d and the copqaeror. 

Took heart again, and foc*d about, 35 

As if they meant to stand it oot : 

For by this time the routed Bear, 

Attack*d by th* enemy i* th* rear, 

Finding their number grew too great 

For him to make a safe retreat, 40 

Like a bold chieftain , £ac*d about ; 

But wisely doubting to hold out, 

Gare way to Fortune, and with haste 

Fac*d the proud foe, and fled, and iac*d ; 

Retiring still, until he found 45 

H* had got the adrantage of the ground ; 

And then as valiantly made head 

To check the foe, and forthwith fled; 

Learing no art untried, nor trick 

Of warrior stout and politick, 50 

Until, in spite of hot pursuit. 

He gain*d a pass to hold dispute 

On better terms, and stop the course 

Of the proud foe. With all his force 

He bravely charg*d,t and for a while 55 

Forc*d their whole body to recoil ; 

But still their numbers so increas*d. 

He found himself at length oppress*d. 

And all evasions, so uncertain. 

To save himself for better fortune, 60 

That he resolv*d, rather than yield. 

To die with honor in the field. 

And sell his side and carcase at 

A price as high and desperate 

As e*er he could. This resolution 65 

He forthwith put in execution. 

And bravely threw himself among 

The enemy i* th* greatest throng. 

But what cou*d single valour do 

Against so numerous a foe ? 70 
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Tet much be did indeed, too mueh 
To be believ*d , -where th* odda were such. 
But one against a multitude 
Is more than mortal can make good. 
V For while one party he opposM, 75 

His rear was suddenly inclosM ? 
And no room left him for retreat, 
Or fight against a foe so great. 
For now the mastives , charging home. 
To blows and handy gripes were come : 80 

"While manfully himself he bore, 
And setting his right-foot before, 
He rais*d himself, to shew how tall 
His person was above them all. 

This equal shame and envy stirr'd ' 85 

In th* enemy, that one should beard 
So many warriors , and so stout. 
As he had done , and stav'd it out. 
Disdaining to lay down his arms, 

And yield on honorable terms. 90 

Enraged thus , some in the rear 
AttackM him , and some ev*ry where. 
Till down he fell ; yet falling fought, 
And, being down, still laid about; 

As Widdrington, in doleful dumps, 95 

Is said to fight upon his stumps. 

But all, alas! had been in vain, 
And he inevitably slain. 
If Trulla and Cerdon, in the nick. 

To rescue him had not been quick ; 100 

For Trulla, who was light of foot 
As shafts which long-field Parthians shoot, 
(But not so light as to be borne 
Upon the ears of standins; com. 

Or trip it o'er the water quicker 105 

Than witches, when their staves they liquor. 
As some report,) was got among 
The foremost of the martial throng : 
There pitying the vanquishM Bear, 
She caird to Cerdon, who stood near, 110 
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Viewing the bloody fight ; to whom. 

Shall we (qaoth she) stand still hmn-dmm. 

And see stout Brain all alone. 

By numbers basely overthrown ? 

Such feats already h* has atchieVd, 115 

In story not to be beHev*d ; 

And *twould to as be shame enough. 

Not to attempt to fetch him off, 

I would (quoth he) venture a limb 

To second thee, and rescue him : 120 

But then we must about it straight. 

Or else our aid will come too late. 

Quarter he scorns , he is so stout. 

And therefore cannot long hold out. 

This said, they wav*d their weapons round 125 

About their heads, to clear the ground; 

And joining forces , laid about 

So fiercely, that th* amazed rout 

Tum*d tale again , and straight begun, 

As if the Devil drove, to run. 130 

Meanwhile th* approach'd th' place where Brain 

Was now engaged to mortal ruin. 

The conqu*ring foe they soon assailM ; 

First 2'rulla stav'd, and Cerdon tail'd. 

Until their mastives loos*d their hold ; 135 

And yet, alas! do what they could. 

The worsted Bear came off with store 

Of bloody wounds , but all before : 

For as Achilles, dipt in pond. 

Was anabaptiz*d free from wound, 140 

Made proof against dead-doing steel 

All over, but the Pagan heel ; 

So did our champion's arms defend 

All of him , but the other end. 

His head and ears , which in the martial 145 

Encounter, lost a leathern parcel : 

For as an Austrian Archduke once 

Had one ear (which in ducatoons 

Is half the coin) in battle par*d 

Close to his head, so Brain f4r*d; 150 
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But tagg*d and pnird on th* other side. 

Like scriT*ner newly cracified ; 

Or like the late corrected leathern 

Ears of the Circumcised Brethren. 

But gentle Trulla into th* ring 155 

He wore in*s nose convey*d & string. 

With which she march*d before , and led 

The warrior to a grassy bed. 

As authors write, in a cool shade. 

Which eglantine and roses made ; 160 

Close by a softly murmVing stream. 

Where lovers ns*d to loll and dream. 

There leaving him to his repose. 

Secured from pursuit of foes. 

And wanting nothing but a song, 165 

And a well-tun*d theorbo hung 

Upon a bough , to ease the pain 

His tugg*d ears sufier'd , with a strain. 

They both drew up , to march in quest 

Of his great leader and the rest. 170 

For Orsin (who was more renown*d 
For stout maintaining of his ground 
In standing fight, than for pursuit, 
As being not so quick of foot) 

Was not long able to keep pace 175 

With others that pursu*d the chace ; 
But found himself left far behind. 
But out of heart and out of wind : 
Oriev*d to behold his Bear pursu*d 

So basely by a multitude ; 180 

And like to fall , not by the prowess. 
But numbers of his coward foes. 
He rag*d , and kept as heavy a coil as 
Stout Hercules for loss of Hylcbs; 

Forcing the vallies to repeat 185 

The accents of his sad regret. 
He beat his breast, and tore his hair. 
For loss of his dear Crony Bear; 
That Eccho , from the hollow ground. 
His doleful wailings did resound 190 
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More wistfully, by many timet. 
Than in small poets splay-foot rhimes. 
That make her, in their mefnl stories 
To answer to int*rogatories , 

And most nnconscionably depose 195 

To things of which she nothing knows ; 
And when she has said all she can say, 
'Tis wrested to the lover's fancy. 
Quoth he, whither, wicked Brain! 

Art thou fled to my — Eccho , Rnin ? 200 

I thought th* hadst scorn*d to budge a step 
For fear. (Quoth Eccho) Marry goep. 
Am not I here to take thy part ? 
Then what has quelled thy stubborn heart ? 
Hare these bones rattled , and tiiis head 205 

So often in thy quarrel bled ? 
Nor did I ever winch or grudge it. 
For thy dear sake. (Quoth she) Mum budget 
Think*st thou 'twill not be laid i* th* dish 
Thou tum*dst thy back? Quoth Eccho, Pish. 210 

To run from those th* hast overcome 
Thus cowardly? Quoth Eccho, Mum. 
- But what a vengeance makes thee fly 
From me too, as thine enemy? 

Or if thou hast no thought of me, 215 

Nor what I have endur'd for thee. 
Yet shame and honor might prevail 
To keep thee thus from turning tail : 
For who would grudge to spend his blood in 
His honor's cause ? Quoth she, A puddin. 220 

This said, his grief to anger tum*d. 
Which in his manly stomach bum*d ; 
Thirst of revenge , and wrath , in place 
Of sorrow, now began to blaze. 

He vow'd the authors of his woe 225 

Should equal vengeance undergo ; 
And with their bones and flesh pay dear 
For what he sufier*d , and his Bear. 
This b*ing resolv*d , with equal speed 
And rage he hasted to proceed 230 



y Google 



9$ SAMUEL BUTLER. Part t 

To action straight, and giting o*er 

To search for Bruin any more. 

He .went in quest of Hudibras, 

To find him out where-e'er he was ; 

And , if he were above ground , Tow*d 235 

He*d ferret him, lurlL where he wou*d. 

But scarce had he a furlong on 
This resolute adventure gone, 
"When he encountered with that crew 

Wliom Uudibras did late subdue, 240 

Honor, revenge, contempt, and shame. 
Did equally their breasts inflame. 
*Mong these the fierce Ma(fnano was. 
And Talgol, foe to ffudibras; 

Cerdon SLud Colon, 'W2LtnoTS BtovLt^ * 245 

As resolute, as ever fought ; 
Whom furious Orsin thus bespoke : 
Shall we (quoth he) thus basely brook 
The vile affront that paltry ass, * 

And feeble scoundrel , Hudibras, 250 

With that more paltry ragamufiln, 
Ralpho, with vapouring and huffing. 
Have put upon ui; like tame cattle. 
As if th' had routed us in battle ? 

For my part , it shall ne'er be said, 255 

I for the washing gave my head : 
Nor did I turn my back for fear 
0* th' rascals* but loss of my Bear, 
Which now I'm like to undergo ; 

For whether those fell wounds , or no, 260 

He has receiv'd.in fight, are. mortal. 
Is more than all my skill can foretell ; 
Nor do I know what is become 
Of him , more than the Pope of Rome. 
But if I can but find them out 265 

That caus'd it (as I shall, n6 doubt, 
Where-e'er th' in hugger-mugger lurk) 
I'll make them rue their handy-work ; 
And wish that they had rather dar'd 
To pull the Devil by tUe beard. . 270 
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Quoth Cerdon, Noble Orsin, th* hast 
Great reason to do as thou say'st, 
And so has eT*ry body here. 
As well as thou hast, or thy Bear. 

Others may do as they see good ; - 275 

But if this twig be made of wood 
That will hold tack, 1*11 make the fur 
Fly *bout the ears of that old eur; 
And the other mungrel Termin », Ralph, 
That braT*d us all in his behalf. 280 

Thy Bear is safe , and out of peril. 
Though lugg*d indeed , and wounded very ill ; 
Myself and Trulla made a shift 
To help him out at a dead lift ; 

And, having brought him bravely off, 285 

Haye left him where he*s safe enough : 
There let him rest ; for if we stay, 
The slaves may hap to get away. 

This said, they all engag'd to join 
Their forces in the same design ; 290 

And forthwith put themselves in seareh 
Of Hudihras upon their march. 
Where leave we them awhile, to tell 
What the victorious Knight befel : 

For such, Crowdero being fast 295 

In dungeon shut, we left him last. 
Triumphant laurels seem'd to grow 
No where so green as on his brow ; 
Laden with which, as well as tir*d 

With conquering toil, he now retired 300 

Unto a neighboring castle by. 
To rest his body, and apply 
Fit medicines to each glorious bruise 
He got in fight, reds, blacks, and blues. 
To mollify th' uneasy pang 305 

Of ev*ry honourable bang, 
Which b'ing by skilful midwife drest , 
He laid him down to take his rest. 
But all in vain. H* had ^t a hitft 

O* ih* inside, of a deadlier. fl«rt, 310 

Bttflcr. ^ 
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By Cupid made , who took his stand 
Upon a Widow's jointure land, 
(For he , in all his am*rous battels , 
No Mrantage finds like goods and chattels,) 
Drew home his bow, and, aiming right, 315 

Let fly an arrow at the Knight : 
The shaft against a rib did glance. 
And gallM him in the purtenance. 
But time had somewhat *swag*d his pain , 
^ After he fonnd his suit in vain. 320 

For that proud dame , for whom his soul 
Was burnt in*s belly like a coal, 
(That belly which so oft did ake 
And suffer griping for her sake , 

Till purging comets and ants-eggs ' 325 

Had ahnost brought him off" his legs ,) 
Us*d him so like a base rascallion , 
That old Pyg — (what d*y' call him) malion. 
That cut his mistress out of stone , 

Had not so hard a-hearted one. 330 

She had a thousand jadish tricks , 
Worse than a mule that flings and kicks ; 
*Mong which one cross-graind* freak she had. 
As insolent as strange and mad ; 

She could love none , but only such 335 

As scom*d and hated her as much. 
*Twas a strange riddle of a lady : 
Not lore , if any loT*d her ! Hey dey ! 
So cowards never use their might, 

But against such as will not fight, 340 

So some diseases have been found 
Only to seize upon the sound. 
He that gets her by heart, must say her 
The back way, like a witch*s prayer. 

Mean while tiie Knight had no small task 345 

To compass what he durst not ask. 
He loves , but dares not make the motion ; 
Her ignorance is his devotion : 
Like caitiff vile, that, for misdeed, 
< Bides with his face to nunp of steed, 350 
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Or rowing scnil, he*s fain to lore* 
Look one way, and another move ; 
Or like a tnmbler, that does play 
His game , and look another way, 

Until he seize npon the cony ; 35S 

Just so he does by matrimony : 
But all in rain ; her subtle snout 
Did quickly wind his meaning out ; 
Which she retum*d with too much scorn 
I . To be by man of honour borne : 36C^ 

Yet much he bore , until the distress 
He suffered from his spightful mistress 
' Did stir his stomach ; and the pain 
He had endur*d from her disdain , 

Tnm*d to regret so resolute , 365 

That he resoly*d to wave his suit , 
And either to renounce her quite , 
Or for a while play least in sight. 
This resolution Ving put on. 

He kept some months, and more had done ; 370 

But being brought so nigh by Fate , 
The victory he atchievM so late 
Did set his thoughts agog, and ope 
A door to discontinu*d hope , 

That seem*d to promise he might win 375 

His dame too , now his hand was in ; 
And that his valour, and the honour 
H* had newly gain*d, might work upon her. 
These reasons made his mouth to water 
With am*rons longings to be at her. 380 

Quoth he, unto himself. Who knows. 
But this brave conquest o*er my foes 
May reach her heart, and make that stoop » 
As I but now have forc*d the troop ? 

If nothing can oppugn love, 385 

And virtue invious ways can prove. 
What may he not confide to do 
That brings both love and virtue too ? 
But thou bring*st valour too and wit ; 
Two things that seldom f%Utp bit. 390 
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Yalour's ar moose-trap, wit a gin, 

^Hiich women oft are taken in. 

Then, Ifudibras, why shoiiId*st thou fear 

To be , that art a conqueror ? 

Fortune ih* audacious doth juvare, 395 

But lets the timidous misearry. 

Then while the honour thou hast got 

Is spick and span new, piping hot. 

Strike her up braTely, thou hadst best , 

And trust thy fortune with the rest. 400 

SvLch thoughts as these the Knight did keep, 

Hore than his bangs or fleas , from sleep. 

And as an owl, that in a bam 

Sees a mouse creeping in the com , 

Sits still , and shuts his round blue eyesf , 405 

As if he slept, until he spies 

The little beast within his reach. 

Then starts , and seizes on the wretch ; 

So from his couch the Knight did start 

To seize upon the widow's heart ; 410 

Crying with hasty tone , and hoarse , 

Jtalpho, dispatdi; To Horse, To Horse. 

And *twas but time ; for now the roUt, 

We left engag*d to seek him out , 

By speedy marches , were advanced 415 

Up to the fort , where he ensconc'd ; 

And all th* avenues had possest 

About the place , from ea»t to west. 
That done, a while they made a halt. 

To view the ground, and where t* assanto: 420 

Then call*d a council, which was best. 

By siege or onslaught > to invest 

The enemy; and *twas agreed. 

By storm and onslaught to proceed. 
1 This b*ing resolv*d, in comely sort 425 

They now drew up t* attack the fort ; 

When Hudibras, about to enter 
..fv^SF^ Upon another gates adventure, 

"^^■t >; ?^ To Baljpho caird aloud to arm, 
-J C^JO^ Ifot dreaming of afproachmg Btom. 4S0 
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Whether Dame Fortune, w the eaie 

Of Angel bad or tutelar. 

Did arm, or thmst hnn on a d^nf^r 

To which he was an utter stranger ; 

That foresight might, or might not, bid 435 

The glory he had newlj got ; 

Or to his shame it might be said , 

They took him napping in his bed ; 

To them we leave it to exponnd , 

That deal in sciences profound. 440 

His courser scarce be had bestrid , 
And Ralpho that on which he rid, 
When setting ope the postern gate , 
Which they thought best to sally at. 

The foe appeared , drawn up and drill'd, 445 

Beady to charge them in the field. 
This somewhat startled the bold Rnigfat, 
SurprizM with th* unexpected sight. 
The bruises of his bones and flesh 

He thought began to smart afresh ; - 450 

Till recollecting wonted courage. 
His fear was soon conrerted tq rage^ 
And thus he spoke : The coward foe. 
Whom we but now gave quarter to , 

Look, yonder*s rally*d, and appears 455 

As if they had out-run their fears. 
The glory we did lately get. 
The Fates command us to repeat ; 
And to their wills we must succumb , 

Quoctmque trahunt, 'tis our doom. 4C0 

This is the same numeric crew 
Which we so lately did subdue ; 
The self-same individuals that 
Did run as mice do from a cat , 

When we courageously did wield 465 

Our martial weapons in the field 
To tug for victory ; and when ♦ 

We shall our shining blades agen 
Brandish in terror o*er our heads , 
They'll straight resume their wonted ^eadk 470 
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Fear is an ague, Ibat forsakes 

And faannts by fits those whom it takes : 

And theyll opine they feel the pain 

And blows they felt to-day again. 

Then let as boldly charge th^n home, 47& 

And make no doubt to oTercome. 

This said, his courage to inflame. 
He caU*d upon his mistress* name. 
His pistol next he cock*d a-new. 

And out his nut-brown whinyard drew ; 480 

And, placing Ratpho in the front, 
Reser¥*d himself to bear the brunt , 
As expert warriors use : then ply*d 
With iron heel his courser's side, 

Conreying sympathetic speed 485 

Fromheel of Knight to heel of Steed. 

. Mean while the foe, with equal rage 
And speed, advancing to engage. 
Both parties now were drawn so close. 
Almost to come to handy-blows; 490 

When Ortin first let fly a stone 
At RcUpfio : not so huge a one 
As that which Diamed did maul 
Aeneat on the bum withal ; 

Tet big enough if rightly hurrd, 495 

T* hare sent him to another world, 
Whether above-ground , or below , 
Which Saints Twice Dipt are destined to. 
The danger startled the bold Squire, 

And made him some few steps retire. 500 

But Hudibras advanc*d to*s aid. 
And rouz*d his spirits, half dismay*d. 
He wisely doubting lest the shot 
Of th* enemy, now growing hot, 

Might at a distance gall, pressed close, 505 

To come pell-mell to handy-blows. 
And, that he might their aim decline, 
Advanc*d still in an oblique line ; 
But prudently forbore to fire , 
Till breast to breast he had got nigher, 510 
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As expert warriors use to do 

When hand to hand they charge their foe. 

This order the advent*roas ^ight, 

Most soldier-like, obsenr*d in f^ht. 

When fortune (as she's wont) tum*d fickle, ^ ' 515 

And for the foe began to stickle. 

The more shame for her Goody-ship , 

To give so near a friend the slip. 

For Colon, choosing out a stone, 

Lerell'd so right, it thump*d upon 520 

W» manly paunch with such a force. 

As almost beat him off his horse. 

He lost his whinyard, and the rein ; 

But, laying fast hold of the mane, 

Preserr'd his seat ; and as a goose 525 

In death contracts his talons close. 

So did the Knight, and with one claw 

The trigger of his pistol draw. 

The gun went off: and as it was 

Still fatal to stout Hudibras, 530 

In all his feats of arms , when least 

He dreamt of it, to prosper best. 

So now he far*d : the shot, let fly 

At random *mong the enemy, 

Fierc*d TalgoVs gaberdine, and gracing 535 

Upon his shoulder, in the passing, 

Lodg*d in Magnan6'& brass habergeon. 

Who straight, A Surgeon, cried, A Surgeon. 

He tumbled down, and, as he fell. 

Did Murther, Murther, Murther, yell. 540 

This startled their whole body so. 

That if the Knight had not let go 

His arms, but been in warlike plight, 

H* had won (the second time) the fight ; 

As, if the Squire had but falKn on, 545 

He had ineritably done: 

But he, diverted with the care 

Of Hudibrcu his hurt, forbare 

To press th* advantage of his fortune 

While danger did the rest dishearten : 550 
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For he with Cerdon b'ing e]igag*d 

In close encoimter, they both wag*d 

The fight so well , 'twas hard to say 

Which side was like to g^et the day, 
^ And now the busy work of death 555 

Had tir*d them so, th* agreed to breath. 

Preparing to renew the fight, 

When the disaster of the Knight, 

And th* other party, did divert 
^ Their fell intent , and forc*d them part. 560 

Ralpho pressed up to Hudihras, 

And Cerdon where Magncmo was ; 

Each strivirg to confirm his party 

With stout encouragements , and hearty. 
^ Quoth Ralpho, Courage,. vaUant Sir, 565 

And let revenge and honor stir 

Your spirits up : once more fall on. 

The shatter*d foe begins to run ; 

For if but half so well you knew 
< To use your victory as subdue, 570 

They durst not , after such a blow 

As you l^ave given them, face us now; 

But from so formidable a soldier 

Had fled like crows when they smell powder. 
^ Thrice have they seen your ?word aloft 675 

Wav'd o'er their heads , and fled as oft. 

But if you let t^em recollect 

Their spirits, now dismay'd and checkt. 

You'll have a harder game to play 
( Than yet y' have had to get the day. 580 

Thus spoke the stout Squire ; but was heard 

By Hudibr<zs with small regard. 

His thoughts were fuller of the bang 

He lately took than Ralphs harangue ; 
^ To which he answer'd, Cruel Fate 585 

Tells me thy counsel comes too late. 

The knotted blood within my hose. 

That firom my wounded body flows. 

With mortal crisis doth portend 
V Hy days to appropinque an end. 590 
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I am for action now unfit, 

Either of fortitude or wit : 

Fortune, my foe, begins to frown, 

Besolv'd to pull my stomach down. 

I am not apt, upon a wound, 595 

Or triTial basting, to despond: 

Yet I'd be loth my days to curtail: 

For if I thought my wounds not mortal. 

Or that we'd time enough as yet. 

To make an hon'rable retreat, ^00 

'Twere the best course : but if they find 

We fly, and leave our arms behind 

For them to seize on , the dishonor. 

And danger too, is such, I'll sooner 

Stand to it boldly, and take quarter, ^5 

To let them see I am no starter. 

In all the trade of war, no feat ^ 

Is nobler than a brare retreat: 

For those that run away, and fly. 

Take place at least of th' enemy. 610 

This said, the Squire, with active speed 
Dismounted from his bonny steed. 
To seize the arms, which, by mischance. 
Fell from the bold Knight in a trance. 
These being found out, and restor'd 615 

To Hudibra$ their natural lord. 
As a man may say, with might and main. 
He hasted to get up again. 
Thrice he assay'd to mount aloft. 

But, by his weighty bum, as loft 620 

He was ^ull'd back, till having found 
Th' advantage of the rising ground. 
Thither he led his warlike steed. 
And having plac'd him right, with speed 
Prepar'd again to scale the beast, 625 

When Orsm, who had newly drest 
The bloody scar upon the shoulder 
Of Talgol with Promethean powder. 
And now was searching for the shot 
That laid Magnano on the spot, 630 
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Beheld the iturdy Squire aforesaid 
Preparing to climb up his horse side. 
He left his cure, and laying hold 
Upon his arms , with courage bold. 

Cried out, *Tis now no time to dally, 635 

The enemy begin to rally: 
Let us , that are unhurt' and whole. 
Fall on, and hi^py man be*s dole. 
Thi9 said, like to a thunderbolt. 
He flew with fury to th* assault, 640 

StriTing the enemy to attack 
Before he reach*d his horse's back. 
Ralpho was mounted now, and gotten 
0*erthwart his beast with actiye Tau*ting, 
Wrigling his body to recorer 645 

His seat, and cast his right leg oTer, 
When Orsin, rushing in,^ bestow*d 
On horse and man so heavy a load. 
The beast was startled, and begun 

To kick and fling like mad, and ran, 650 

Bearing the tough Squire like a sack. 
Or stout king Richards on his back, 
'Till stumbling, he threw him down. 
Sore bruis*d, and cast into a swoon. 

Meanwhile tiie Knight began to rouze 655 

The sparkles of his wonted prowess. 
He thrust his hand into his hose. 
And found, both by his eyes and nose> 
*Twas only choler, and not blood. 

That from his wounded body flow'd. 660 

This, with the hazard of the Squire, 
Inflam*d him with despightful ire. 
Courageously he fac*d about. 
And drew his other pistol out. 

And now had half way bent the cock, 665 

When Cerdon gave so fierce a shock. 
With sturdy truncheon , thwart his arm. 
That down it feU, and did no harm : 
Then stoutly pressing on with speed. 
Assayed to pull him ofl' his steed. 670 
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The Knigbt his tword had only left, 

With which he Cordon's head had deft. 

Or at the least cropt off a limb. 

But Ortin came, and resoa*d him. 

He, with his lance, attack*d the Knight 675 

Upon his quarters opposite. 

But as a barque, that in foul weather, 

To8S*d by two adyerse winds together. 

Is bruis*d, and beaten to and fro. 

And knows not which to turn him to ; 680 

So €ar*d the Knight between two foes. 

And knew not which of them t*ojpfose ; 

Till Orsin, charging with his lance 

At ffudibras , by spightfiil chance. 

Hit Cerdon such a bang , as stunn'd 685 

And laid him flat upon the ground. 

At this the Knight began to chear up. 

And , raising up himself on stirrup. 

Cried out, Victoria! Lie thou there. 

And I shall straight dispatch another, 690 

To bear thee company in death : 

But first ni halt a while, and breath: 

As well he might; for Orsin, grieved 

At th* wound Uiat Cerdon had receiy'd. 

Ban to relieye him with his lore, 695 

And cure the hurt he gaye before. 

Hean while the.Elnight had wheeFd about. 

To breathe himself, and next find out 

Th* adyantage of the ground, where best 

He might the ruffled foe infest. 700 

This b*ing resoly'd, he spurr*d his steed. 

To run at Orsin with full speed, 

"While he was busy in the care ^ 

Of Cerdon* B wound, and unaware : 

But he was quick , and had already 705 

Unto the part applied remedy : 

And , seeing th* enemy prepar*d 

Drew up , and stood upon his guard. 

Then, like a warrior right expert 

And skilful in the martial art, 710 
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The subtle Knight struct made a halt. 

And jadg*d it best to stay th* assault. 

Until be had relieT*d the Squire, 

And then in order to retire ; 

Or, as occasion should invite, 715 

With forces join'd renew the fight 

Ralpho, by this time disentranc'd. 

Upon his bum himself- advanc'd. 

Though sorely bruis*d ; his limbs all o'er 

With ruthless bangs were stiff and sore. 720 

Right fain he would hare got upon 

His feet ^Lgain , to get him gone : 

When Budibras to aid him came : 

Quoth he, (and caU*d him by his name,) 
Courage ! the day at length is our^ ; 725 

And we once more, as conquerors, , 

Have both the field and honor won : 
The foe is profligate , and run. 
I mean ail such as can; for some 

This hand hath sent to their long home ; 730 

And some lie sprawling on the ground. 
With many a gash and bloody wound, 
Caesar himself could never say 
He got two victories in a day. 

As I have done, that can say. Twice I 735 

In one day, Veni, Vidi, Vici. 
The foe*s so numerous , that we 
Cannot so often vineere 
As they perire, and yet enow 

Be left to strike an affcer-blow ; 740 

Then, lest they rally, and once more 
Put us to fight the bus*ness o'er. 
Get up, aujd mount thy steed: Dii^MUeh, 
And let us both their motions watch. 

Quoth Ralph, I should not, if I were 745 

' In case for action, now be here: 
Nor have I tum'd my back, or hang*d 
An arse , for fear of being bang*d. 
It was for you I got these harms. 
Advent' ring to fetch off your arms. 750 
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The blows and dn^s I hare receir'd 

Have brai8*d my body, and bereaVd 

Hy limbs of strength. Unless you stoq>. 

And reach yonr hand to poll me up, 

I shall lie here, and be a prey 76S 

To those who now are ran away. 

That thou shalt not, (quoth Hudibraa;) 
We read, the ancients held it was 
More honorable far, i^rvctre 

Civem, than slay an adrersary ; 760 

The one we oft to-day hare done, 
The other shall dispatch anon : 
And though th' art of a difTrent Church 
I will not leave thee in the lurch. 

This said, he jogg*d his good steed nigher, 765 

And steer*d him gently toward the Squire ; 
Then bowing down his body, stretch*d 
His hand out , and at Ralpho reach'd ; 
When Trulla, whom he did not mind, 
Charg*d him like lightening b^nd. 770 

She had been long in search about 
Mdgnano*^ wound, to find it out; 
But could find none> nor where the shot. 
That had so startled him, was got. 

But having found the worst was past, 775 

She fell to her own work at last. 
The pillage of the prisoners. 
Which in all feats of arms was hers ; 
And now^ to plunder Ralph she flew. 

When ffudibras his hard fate drew 780 

To succour him ; for, as he bow*d 
To help him up, she laid a load 
Of blows so heavy, and plac'd so weU, 
On t'other side, that down he fen. 

Yield, scoundrel base, (qoeth she,) or die: 785 

Thy life is mine and liberty: • 
But if thou thinkst I took thee tardy. 
And dar*st presume to be so hardy. 
To try thy fortune o'er a^firesb, 
m wave my title to thy fleshy 790 
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Thy arms and baggrage, now my ri|^ { 

And if thou hast the heart to try*t, 

1*11 lend thee back thyself a while, 

And once more , for that carcass Tile, 

Fight npon tick; — Qnoth Hudibrcu, 795 

Thon offer'st nobly, Taliaat lass. 

And I shall take thee at thy word.) 

First let me rise and take my sword. 

That sword which has so oft this day 

Through squadrons of my foes made way, 800 

And some to other worlds dispatch*d, 

Now with a feeble spinster match'd. 

Will blush with blood ignoble stain*d. 

By which no honor*s to be gain*d. 

But if thou*lt take m* advice in this, 805 

Consider whilst thou may*st, what 'tis 

To interrupt a victor's course, 

B* opposing such a trivial force : 

For if with conquest I come off, 

{And that I shall do sure enough,) 810 

Quarter thou canst not have , nor grace* 

By law of arms , in such a case ; 

Both which I now do offer freely. 

I scorn (quoth she) thou coxcomb silly, 

(Clapping her hand upon her breech, 815 

To shew how much she priz*d his speech,) 

Quarter or counsel from a foe : 

If thou can*st force me to it, do. 

But lest it should again be said. 

When I have once more won thy head, 820 

I took the napping, unprepar*d. 

Arm , and betake thee to thy guard. 

This said, she to her tackle fell. 
And on the Knight let fall a peal 

Of blows so fierce, and press'd so home, 825 

That he retir'd, and follow'd*s bum.. 
Stand to*t (quoth she) or yield to merey: 
It is not fighting arsie-versie 
Shall serve thy turn. — This stirr'd hi» spleen , 
Hore than the danger he waa iQ» 890 
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The blows he felt, or was to feel. 

Although th* already made him reeL 

Honor, despight, rerenge and shame. 

At once into his stomach came. 

Which fir*d it so , he rais'd his arm 83S 

Above his head, and rain*d a storih 

Of blows so terrible and thick. 

As if he meant to hash her quick. 

But she upon her truncheon took them» 

And by oblique diversion broke them, 840 

Waiting an opportunity 

To pay all back with usury: 

Which long she fail*d not of; for now 

The Knight with one dead-doing blow 

Besolring to decide the fight, 845 

And she , with quick and cunning slight. 

Avoiding it, the force and weight 

He charg*d upon it was so great, 

As almost sway*d him to the ground. 

No sooner she th* advantage found, 850 

But in she flew ; and seconding 

With home-made thrust the heavy swing. 

She laid him flat upon his side ; 

And mounting on his trunk a-stride. 

Quoth she , I told thee what would come 855 

Of all thy vapouring, base scum. 

Say, will the law of arms allow 

I may have grace and quarter now? 

Or wilt thou rather break thy word. 

And stain thine honor than thy sword ? 860 

A man of war to damn his sou]. 

In basely breaking his parole! 

And when, before the fight, th* had*6t vow'd. 

To give no quarter in cold blood: 

Now thou hast got me for a Tartar, 865 

To make me *gainst my will take quarter; 

Why dost not put me to the sword. 

But cowardly fly from thy word ? 

Quoth Hudihras, The day*s thine own: 
Thou and thy Staxs have eastaott dowA: 870 
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My laurels are transidanted now. 
And floarish on thy conqu'riog brew : 
My loss of honor's great enough, 
Thou need*st not brand it with a scoff: 
Sarcasms may ecUpse thine own, ~ 875 

But cannot blur my lost renown. 
" I am not now in Fortune's power ; 
He that is down can fall no lower. 
The ancient heroes were illustrious 

Foi^ being benign, and not blnstrons, 880 

Against a vanquish* d foe : their swords 
Were sharp and trenchant, not their words ; 
And did in fight but cut work out 
To employ their courtesies about. 

Quoth she. Although thou ha«t deserr*d 885 

Base slubberdtgnllion , to be serv*d 
As thou did'st vow to deal with me, 
If thou had'st got the victory ; 
Yet I shall rafter act a part 

That suits my fame than thy desert. 890 

Thy arms , thy liberty, beside 
All that's on th' outside of thy hide. 
Are mine by military law, 
Of which I will not bate one straw: 

The rest, thy life and limbs, once more, 895 

Though doubly forfeit, I restore. 

Quoth Hudihras, It is too late 
For me to treat or stipulate : 
What thou command'st, I must obey; 
Yet those whom I expugn'd to-day 900 

Of thine own party, I let go. 
And gave them life and freedom too : 
Both dogs and bear, upon their parole. 
Whom I took pris'ners in this quarrel. 
Quoth Trulla, Whedier thou or they 905 

Let one another run away. 
Concerns not me ; but was't not t^u 
That gave Crowdero quarter too ? 
Crowdero y'vhomy in irons bound, 
Thou basely thrvw'st into X<9d's Pond, 910 
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Where still he lies , and with regret 
Hit gen*rotis bowels rage and fret. 
But now thy carcass shall redeem. 
And serre to be exchang*d for him. 

This said, the Knight did straight submit, 915 

And laid his weapons at her feet. 
Next he disrob*d his gaberdine, 
And with it did himself resign. 
She took it, and forthwith divesting 

The mantle that she wore, said jesting, 920 

Take that, and wear it for my sake ; 
Then threw it o*er his sturdy back. 
And as the French, we conquer'd once, 
Now give us laws for pantaloons. 

The length of breeches , and the gathers, 925 

Port- cannons , perriwigs, and feathers; 
Just so the proud insulting lass 
Array'd and dighted Hudibrat, 

Mean while the other champions , yerst 
In hurry of the fight disperst, 930 

Arriv*d , when Irulla won the day. 
To share in th* honour and the prey, 
And out of Hudihras his hide 
With vengeance to ^e satisfy'd ; 

Which now they were about to pour 935 

Upon him in a wooden show*r; 
But Trulla thrust herself between. 
And striding o*er his back agen. 
She brandish*d o'er her head his sword. 
And vow'd they should not break her word: 940 

Sh* had giv*n him quarter, and her blood 
Or theirs should make that quarter good ; 
For she was bound by law of arms 
To see him safe from further harms. 

In dungeon deep Crowdevo, cast '945 

By Hudihrat, as yet lay fast; 
Where , to the hard and ruthless stones. 
His great heart made perpetual moans : 
Him she resolv'd that Hudibras 

Should ransom, and supply his place. 950 

Bvtler. 3 
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This stopt their fury, and the bastmg 
Which toward Rttdibrat was hasting. 
They thought it was but just and right. 
That what i^e had atchievM in fight. 
She should dispose of how she pleas*d. 955 

Crowdero ought to be releas*d ; 
Nor could that any way be done 
So well as this she pitched upon : 
For who a better could imagine ? 

This therefore they resolr'd t'engage in. 960 

The Knight and Squire first they made 
Bise from the ground, where they irere laid: ' 
Then mounted both upon their horses , 
But with their faces to the arses, 

Orsin led Eudibras*s beast, 965 

And Talgol that which Ralpho prest. 
Whom stout Magnano, Taliant Cerdon, 
And Colon, waited as a guard on ; 
All ush*ring Trulla in the rear« 

With th* arms of either prisoner. ' 970 

In this proud order and array 
They put themselves upon their way. 
Striving to reach th* enchanted castle. 
Where stout Crowdero in durance lay still. 
Thither with greater speed than shows 975 

And triumph over conquered foes 
Do use t* allow, or than the bears 
Or pageants borne before Lord-Mayors 
Are wont to use , they soon arrived 

In order, soldier-like contriv'd ; 980 

Still marching in a warlike posture. 
As fit for battle as for muster. 
The Knight and Squire they first unhorse. 
And bending 'gainst the fort their force. 
They all advanc'd, and round about' 985 

Begirt the magical redoubt. 
Mcbgncm led up in this adventure. 
And made way for the rest to enter; 
For he was skilful in black art 
No loM than he that built the feit ; 990 
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And widi an iron mace laid flat 

A breach, which straight all enterMat, 

And in the wooden dungeon found 

Crowdero laid upon the ground. 

Him they release from durance base, 99& 

Restor*d t* his fiddle and his case. 

And liberty, his thirsty rage 

With luscious rengeance to asswage : 

For he no sooner was at large. 

But TrtUla straight brought on the charge* 1000 

And in the self-same limbo put 

The Knight and Squire where he was shut; 

Where leaving them in Hockley i* th* Hole, 

Their bangs and durance to condole, 

Confin*d and conjur*d into narrow 1005 

Enchanted mansion to know sorrow. 

In the same order and array 

Which they adyanc*d« they march*d away. 

But Hudibras, who scom*d to stoop 

To Fortune, or be said to droop, 1010 

Chear'd up himself with ends of rerse. 

And sayings of philosophers. 

QuotJi he , Th* one half of man his mind. 
Is t iui juris, yxncQin&tCd., 

And cannot be laid by the heels, 1015 

Whatever the other moiety feeb. 
'Tis not restraint or liberty 
That makes men prisoners or free ; 
But perturbations that possess 

The mind, or aequanimities. 1020 

The whole world was not half so wide 
To Alexander, when he cry*d. 
Because he had but one to subdue. 
As was a paltry narrow tub to 

Diogenes; who is not said 1025 

(For aught that ever I could read) 
To whine, put finger i'th' eye, and sob. 
Because h* had ne'er another tub. 
The ancients make two sev'ral kinds 
Of prowess in heroic mind3 ; 1030 
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The actiye , and the passive valiant ; 

Both which sae^pari libra gallant : 

For both to give blows , and to carry. 

In fights are equi necessary : 

But in defeats , tibe passive stont 1035 

Are klways found to stand it out 

Host desp*rately, and to out-do 

The active 'gainst the conqu'ring foe. 

Tho* we with blacks and blues are suggill'd. 

Or, as the vulgar say, are cudgell'd ; 104O 

He that is valiant, and dares fight. 

Though drubb*d, can lose no honour by't. 

Honour's a lease for lives to come, 

And cannot be extended from 

The legal tenant : *tis a chattel 1045 

Kot to be forfeited in battel. 

If he that in the field is slain. 

Be in the bed of Honour lain. 

He that is beaten, may be said 

To lie in Honour's truckle-bed. 1050 

For as we see th' eclipsed sun 

By mortals is more gaz*d upon. 

Than when, adom*d with all his light. 

He shines in serene sky most bright : 

So valour, in a low estate,' 1055 

Is most admir'd and wonder*d at. 

Quoth Ralph , How great I do not know 
We may by being beaten grow ; 
But none, that see how here we sit. 

Will judge us overgrown with wit. 1060 

As gifted brethren , preaching by 
A carnal hour-glass , do imply. 
Illumination can convey 
Into them what they have to say. 

But not how much; so well enough 1065 

Know you to charge , but not draw off; 
For who, without a cap and bauble. 
Having subdu'd a bear and rabble, 
And might with honour have come off. 
Would put it to a second proof? 1070 
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A politic exploit , right fit 
For Presbyterian zeal and wit. 

Qnoth Hudibras, That cuckow's tone, 
Balpho, thou always harp*8t upon. 

When thou at any thing would*8t rail, 1075 

Thou mak'st Presbytery the scale 
To take the height on't, and explain 
To what degree it is prophane : 
Whatsoever will not with (thy what d'ye call) 
Thy light jump right, thou callst synodical ; 1080 

As if Presbytery were the standard 
To size whats*ever*s to be slanderM. * 
Dost not remember how this day, 
Thou to my beard wast bold to say. 

That thou coud*st prove bear-baiting equal 1085 

With synods orthodox and legal ? 
Do if tiiou can*st ; for I deny*t. 
And dare thee to *t with all thy light. 

Quoth Balpho, Truly that is no 
Hard matter for a man to do, 1090 

That has but any guts in *s brains. 
And cou*d believe it worth his paips ; 
But since you dare and urge me to it, 
YouTl find I've light enough to do it. 

Synods are mystical bear-gardens, 1095 

Where elders, deputies, church-warden^. 
And other members of the court. 
Manage the Babylonish sport ; 
For prolocutor, scribe , and beitr-ward. 
Do differ only in a mere word ; , llOO 

Both are but sev'ral synagogues 
Of carnal men, and bears, and dogs : 
Both antichristian assemblies, 
To mischief bent far as in them lies : 

Both stave and tail with fierce contests ; 1105 

The one with men , the other beasts. 
The diff'rence is, the one fights with 
The tongue , the other with the teeth ; 
And that they bait but bears in this. 
In th* other, souls and consciences; 1110 



y Google 



Its SAMUEL BUTLER. PMt L 

Where Saints themselves are hronght to stake 

For gospel-light, and conscience sake ; 

£xpos*d to Scribes and Presbyters, 

Instead of mastiye dogs and curs. 

Than whom th* have less homanity; 111& 

For these at souls of men will fiy. 

This to the prophet did appear. 

Who in a vision saw a bear. 

Prefiguring the beastly rage 

Of Church-rule in this latter age ; 1120 

As is demonstrated at full 

By him that baited the Pope's Bull. 

Bears nafrally are beasts of prey, 

That live by rapine ; so do they. 

What are their orders, constitutions, 1125 

Church-censures, curses, absolutions. 

But sev*ral mystic chains they make. 

To tie poor Christians to the stake. 

And then set heathen officers, 

Instead of dogs, about their ears? 1130 

For to prohibit and dispense ; 

To find out or to make offence ; 

Of Hell and Heaven to dispose ; 

To play with souls at fast and loose ; 

To set what characters they please, 1136 

And mulcts on sin or godliness ; 

Reduce the Church to gospel-order. 

By rapine, sacrilege, and murder; 

To make Presbytery supreme. 

And Kings themselves submit to them; 1140 

And force all people, though against 

Their consciences, to turn Saints ; 

Must prove a pretty thriving trade. 

When Saints monopolists are made ; 

When pious frauds, and holy shifts, 1145 

Are dispensations and gifts. 

Their godliness becomes mere ware. 

And ev*ry Synod but a fair. 

83rnods are whelps of th* Inquisition, 

A mungrel breed of like pemicion, 1150 
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And growing up, became the sires 

Of scribes, commissioners, and triers; 

Whose bu&*ness is, by canning slight. 

To cast a figure for mens* light ; 

To find, in lines of beard and face, 1155 

The physiognomy of grace ; 

And by the sound and twang of nose. 

If all be sound within disclose. 

Free from a crack or flaw of sinning. 

As men try pipkins by the ringing ; 1160 

By black caps underlaid with white. 

Give certain guess at inward light. 

Which Serjeants at the gospel wear. 

To make the spiritual calling clear ; 

The handkerchief about the neck 1165 

(Canonical crarat of Smeck, 

From whom the ins^ution came. 

When Church and State they set on flame. 

And worn by them as badges then 

Of spiritual warfaring men) 1170 

Judge rightly if regeneration 

Be of the newest cut in fashion. 

Sure* tis an ortiiodoz opinion. 

That grace is founded in dominion. 

Great piety consists in pride; 1175 

To rule is to be sanctified : 

To domineer, and to controul. 

Both o*er the body and the soul. 

Is the most perfect discipline 

Of church-rule, and by right-divine. 1180 

Bell and the Dragon*s chaplains were 

More moderate than these by far : 

For they (poor knaves) were glad to cheat. 

To get their wires and children meat; 

Butthese willnot befobVdoffso; 1186 

They must have wealth and power too. 

Or else with blood and desolation 

They'll tear it out o* th* heart o* th* nation. 

Sure these themselves from primitive 
And Heathen Priesthood do derive, 1190 
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When butchers were the only Clerks, 

Elders and Presbjrters of Kirks ; 

Whose directory was to kill ; 

And some belieye it is so still. 
^ The only diflTrence is, that then 1195 

They slaughtered only beasts, now men. 

For then to sacrifice a bullock. 

Or now and then a child to Moloch, 

They count a vile abomination. 

But not to slaughter a whole nation. 1200 

Presbytery does but translate 

The Papacy to a free state ; 

A commonwealth of Popery, 

Where ev'ry village is a See 
^ As well as Rome , and must maintain 1205 

A Tithe-pig Metropolitan ; 

Where ev*ry Presbyter and Deacon 

Commands the keys for cheese and bacon; 

And ev*ry hamlet's governed 
^ By's Holiness, the Church's Head; 1210 

More haughty and severe in*s place. 

Than Gregory or Boniface. 

Such Church must (surely) be a monster 

With many heads : for if we conster 

What in th' Apocalypse we find, 1215 

According to th* Apostle*s mind, 

'Tis that the Whore of Babylon 

With many heads did ride upon ; 

Which heads denote the sinful tribe 
' Of Deacon, Priest, Lay-Elder, Scribe 1220 

Lay-Elder, Simeon to Levi, 

Whose little finger is as heavy 

As loins of patriarchs , prince-prelate. 

And bishop-secular. This zealot 

Is of a mungrel , diverse kind ; 1225 

Cleric before, and lay behind ; 

A lawless linsie-wolsie brother, 

Half of one order, half another; 

A creature of amphibious nature ; 
^ On land a beast, a fish in water; 1230 
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That always preys on grace or sin; 

A sheep without , a wolf within. 

This fierce inquisitor has chief 

Dominion orer men*s helief 

And manners : can pronounce a Saint 1235 

Idolatrous or ignorant. 

When superciliously he sifts 

Through coarsest houlter others* gifts ; 

^or all men live and judge amiss. 

Whose talents jump not just with his. 1240 

He'll lay on gifts with hands , and place 

On dullest noddle Light and Grace, 

The manufacture of the Kirk. 

Those pastors are but th' handy-work 

Of his mechanic paws , instilling 1245 

Divinity in them by feeling; 

From whence they start up Chosen Vesseb, 

Made by contact, as men get meazles. 

So Cardinals , they say, do grope 

At th* other end the new-made Pope. 1250 

Hold, hold, quoth Hudibrat; soft fire, 
They say, does make sweet malt. Good Squire, 
Festina lente , not too fast ; 
For haste (the proverb says) makes waste. 
The quirks and cavils thou dost make 1255 

Are false , and built upon mistake : 
And I shall bring you, with your pack 
Of fallacies, t* elenchi back; 
And put your arguments in mood 

And figure to be understood. 1260 

I'll force you, by right ratiocination. 
To leav^ your vitilitigation, 
And make you keep to th* question close. 
And argue dialecticos. 

The question then, to state it first, 1265 

Is, Which is better, or which worst. 
Synods or Bears ? Bears I avow 
To be the worst, and Synods thou. 
But , to make good th' assertion. 
Thou say'st th' are really all one. 1270 
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K 80, not wont ; for if th* are idem 

Why then, tantundem dcU tantidem. 

For if they are the same, by conrse. 

Neither is better, neither worse. 

But I deny they are the same, 127& 

More than a maggot and I am. 

That both are animalia 

I grant, but not rattonalia: 

For though they do agree in kind. 

Specific difference we find ; 1280 

And can no more make bears of these. 

Than prove my horse is Socrates, 

That Synods are bear-gardens too. 

Thou dost affirm ; but I say no : 

And thus I prore it in a word ; 1285 

Whats'ver assembly*s not impow*r*d 

To censure, curse > absolve, and ordain. 

Can be no Synod : but bear-garden 

Has no such pow*r; ergo, *tis none: 

And so thy sophistry's o*erthrown. 1290 

But yet we are beside the question 
Which thou didst raise the fiAst contest on ; 
For that was , Whether Bears are better 
Than Synod-men ? I say> Negatu/r, 

That bears are beasts , and synods men, 1295 

Is held by all : they're better then : 
For bears and dogs on four legs go. 
As beasts , but Synod-men on two. 
*Tis true, they all have teeth and nails; 
But prove that Synod-men have tails; 1300 

Or that a rugged , shaggy fur 
Grows o*er the hide of Presbyter; 
Or that his snout and spacious ears 
Do hold proportion with a bear's. 

A bear's a savage beast, of all 1305 

Most ugly and unnatural ; 
Whelp'd without form , until the dam 
Has lick'd it into shape and frame ; 
But all thy light can ne'er evict. 
That ever Synod-man was lick'd ; 1310 
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Or brought to any other fashion* 
Than his own will and inclination. 

But thon dost further yet in this 
Oppugn thyself and sense; that is. 

Thou would*st hare Presbyters to go 1315 

For bears and dogs, and bear-wards too ; 
A strange chimera of beasts and men. 
Hade up of pieces heterogene ; 
Such as in nature never met 

In eodmt, tubjeeto yet 1320 

Thy other arguments are all 
Supposures, hypothetical. 
That do but beg, and we may chuse 
Either to grant them, or refiise. 

Much thou hast said, which I know when 1325 

And where thou stol'st from other men. 
Whereby *tis plain thy Light and Gifts 
Are all but plagiary i^ifts ; 
And is the same that Ranter said, 

Who , arguing with me, broke my head, 1330 

And tore a handful of my beard : 
The self-same cavils then I heard. 
When, b*ing in hot dispute about 
This controversy, we fcJl out ; 

And what thou know*st I answer*d then, 1335 

Will serve to answer thee agen. 

Quoth Ralpho, Nothing but tb* abuse 
Of human learning you produce ; 
Learning, that cobweb of the brain. 

Profane, erroneous, and vain; 1340 

A trade of knowledge , as replete 
As others are with fraud and cheat ; 
An art t* incumber gifts and wit. 
And render both for nothing fit ; 

Makes Light unactive , dull , and troubled, 1345 

Like little David in SauVs doublet ; 
A cheat that scholars put upon 
Other mens* reason and their own ; 
A fort of error, to ensconce 
Absurdity and ignorance, 1350 
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That renders all the avenues 

To tmth impervious and abstruse. 

By making plain things , in debate. 

By art, perplexM, and intricate: 

For nothing goes for sense or light 1355 

That will not -with old rules jump right : 

As if rules were not in the schools 

DeriT*d from truth, but truth from rules. 

This pagan, heathenish invention 

Is good for nothing but contention. 1360 

For as , in sword-and-buckler fight. 

All blows do on the target light ; 

So when men argue , the great'st part 

O' th* contests falls on terms of art. 

Until the fustian stuff be spent,* 1365 

And then they fall to th* argument. 

Quoth Hudihros, Friend Ralph, thou hast 
Out-run the constable at last: 
For thou art fallen on a new 

Dispute, as senseless as untrue, 1370 

But to the former opposite 
And contrary as black to white ; 
Mere disperata; that concerning 
Presbytery; this, human learning; 

Two things s'averse , they never yet 1375 

But in thy rambling fancy met. 
But I shall take a fit occasion 
T* evince thee by ratiocination. 
Some other time, in place more proper 
Than this we're in ; ^erefore let's stop here, 1380 

And rest our weary*d bones a-while. 
Already tir'd with other toil. 
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PART II. 
CANTO I. 



THE ARGTMENT. 

The Knight by damnable Magician, 
Being cast illegally in Prison, 
Love brings his Action on the Case, 
And lays it upon Hndibras. 
How he receives the Lady'^ Visit, 
And cunningly soliciti his Suite, 
Which she defers; yet on Parole 
Redeems him from th' inchanted Hole. 



But now, t*observe romantic method. 

Let bloody steel a while be sheathed. 

And all those harsh and rugged sounds 

Of bastinadoes , cuts , and wounds, 

Exchang*d to Love's more gentle stile 5 

To let our reader breathe a while ; 

In which, that we may be as brief as 

Is possible , by way of preface, 

Is't not enough to make one strange. 

That some men's fancies should ne'er change, 10 

But make all people do and say 

The same things still the self-same way? 

Some writers make all ladies purloin' d, 

And knights pursuing like a whirlwind : 

Others make all their knights in fits 1& 

Of jealousy, to lose their wits; 

Till drawing blood o* th' dames , like witches , 

Th* are forthwith cur'd of their capriches. 

Some always thrive in their amours. 

By pulling plaisters off their sores ; 20 
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As cripples do to get an alms, 

Just so do they, and win their dames. 

Some force whole regions, in despight 

0* geography, to change their site ; 

Make former times shake hands with latter, 25 

And that which was before , come after. 

But those that write in rhime, still make 

The one Terse for the other's sake ; 

For, one for sense, and one for rhime, 

I think's sufficient at one time. 30 

But we forget in what sad plight 
We whilom left the captiv'd ^ight 
And pensire Squire , both bruis*d in body. 
And conjur'd into safe custody. 

Tir'd with dispute and speaking Latin, 35 

As well as basting, and bear-baiting, 
And desperate of any course. 
To free himself by wit or force. 
His only solace was, that now 

His dog-bolt fortune was so low, 40 

That either it must quickly end. 
Or turn about again , and mend ; 
In which he found th' event , no less 
Than other times , beside his guess. 

There is a tall long-sided dame, 45 

(But wond'rous light,) ycleped Fame, 
That , like a thin camelion , boards 
Herself on air, and eats her words ; 
Upon her shoulders wings she wears 

Like hanging-sleeves, lin*d through with ears, 50 

And eyes , and tongues , as poets list. 
Made good by deep mythologist. 
With these she through the welkin flies, 
And sometimes carries truth, oft lies; 

With letters hung like eastern pigeons, 55 

And Mercuries of furthest regions ; 
Diumals writ for regulation 
Of lying, to inform the nation; 
And by their public use to bring ^own 
The rate of whetstones in the kingdom. 60 
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About her neck a pacqnet-male. 
Fraught with adrice , some fresh , some stale. 
Of men that walked when they were dead, 
And cows of monsters brought to bed; 
Of hail-stones big as pullets eggs, 65 

And puppies whelp*d with twice two legs ; 
A blazing star seen in the west. 
By six or seren men at least 
Two trumpets she does sound at once. 
But boUr of clean contrary tones ; 70 

But whether both with the salne wind. 
Or one before , and one behind. 
We know not ; only this can tell. 
The one sounds vilely, th* other well ; 

And therefore vulgar authors name 75 

Th* one Good, the other Evil, Fame. 
This tattling gossip knew too well 
What mischief Hudibra9 befell. 
And straight the spiteful tidings bears 

Of all to th* unkind widow's ears. 80 

Demoeritus ne*er laugh*d so loud 
To see bawds carted through the crowd. 
Or funerals with stately pomp 
March slowly on in solemn dump, 

As she laugh*d out, until her back 85 

As well as sides, was like to crack. 
She vow*d she would go see the sight. 
And visit the distressed Knight ; 
To do the office of a neighbour, 

And be a gossip at his labour; 90 

And from his wooden jail, the stocks. 
To set at large his fetter-locks ; 
And, by exchange, parole, or ransom. 
To free him from th* enchanted mansion. 
This b*ing resolv'd , she call'd for hood 95 

And usher, implements abroad 
Which ladies wear, beside a slender' 
Toung waiting damsel to attend her ; 
All which appearing, on she went, 
To find the Knight in limbo pent. 100 
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And *twas not long before she found 

Him , and the stoat Squire , in the pound ; 

Both coupled in enchanted tether. 

By further leg behind together : 

For as he sat upon his rump, 105 

His head like one in doleful dump. 

Between his knees, his h nds apply *d 

Unto his ears on either side ; 

And by him , in another hole. 

Afflicted i2rti[pAo, cheek by joul: 110 

She came upon him in his wooden 

Magician's circle on the sudden. 

As spirits do t* a conjurer. 

When in their dreadful shapes th* appear. 

No sooner did the Knight perceive her, 116 

But straight he fell into a fever, 
InflamM all over with disgrace. 
To be seen by her in such a place ; 
Which made him hang his head, and scoul. 
And wink, and goggle like an owl. 120 

He felt his brains begin to swim. 
When thus the dame accosted him : 

This place (quoth she) they say's enchanted. 
And with delinquent spirits haunted. 

That here are ty'd in chains, and scourg'd, 126 

Until their guilty crimes be purg'd. 
Look, there are two of them appear. 
Like persons I have seen somewhere. 
Some have mistaken blocks, and posts 

For spectres , apparitions , ghosts, 130 

With saucer eyes , and horns ; and some 
Have heard the Devil beat a drum : 
But if our eyes are not false glasses, 
That give a wrong account of faces. 

That beard and I should be s^^quainted, 135 

Before 'twas conjur'd or enchanted; 
For though it be disfigur'd somewhat. 
As if *t had lately been in combat. 
It did belong to a worthy Knight, , 

Howe'er this goblin has come by't. 140 
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When Sudihrcu the Lady heard 
Discoimmg thus upon his beard. 
And speak with sach respect and honour* 
Both of the beard and the beard*8 owner. 
He thought it best to set as good 145 

A face upon it as he cou*d, 
And thus he spoke : Lady, yonr bright 
And radiant eyes are in the right : 
The beard *s th* identic beard you knew. 
The same numerically true: 150 

Nor is it worn by fiend or elf^ 
But its proprietor himself. 

0, heaTens! quoth she, can that be true ? 
1 do begin to fear *tis you : 

Not by your indiridual whiskers, 155 

But by your dialect and discourse. 
That never spoke to man or beast 
In notions vulgarly exprest. 
But what malignant star, alas ! 
Has brought you both to this sad pass ? 160 

Quoth he. The fortune of the war. 
Which I am less afflicted for. 
Than to be seen with beard and face. 
By you in such a homely case. 

Quoth she. Those need not be asham*d 165 

For being honorably maim*d. 
If he that is in battle conquered. 
Have any title to his own beard ; 
Thou^ yours be sorely lugg*d and torn. 
It does your visage more adorn l70 

Than if *twere prun*d, and starched, and landerM, 
And cut square by the Russian standard. 
A torn beard's like a tatter*d ensign. 
That's bravest which there are most rents in. 
That petticoat about your shoulders 175 

Does not so well become a soldier's ; 
And I*m afraid they are worse handled. 
Although i* th* rear; your beard the van led; 
And those nneany bruises make 

Hy heart for company to ake* 130 

BttOer. ^ 
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To see so worshipfol a friend * 

I* th* pillory set , at the mrong end. 

Quoth Hudihrcn, This thing call*d pain 

Is (as the learned Stoicks maintain) 
c Not bad simpliciter, nor good, 185 

But merely as *tis understood. 

Sense is deceitfiil, and may feign. 

As well in counterfeiting pain 

As other gross phenomenas, 
( In which it oft mistakes the case. . 190 

But since the inunortal intellect 

(That's free from error and defect. 

Whose objects still persist the same) 

Is free from outward bruise and maim, 
C Which nought external can expose 195 

To gross material bangs or blows. 

It follows, we can ne*er be sure. 

Whether we pain or not endure ; 

And just so far are sore and grier'd, 
^ As by the fancy is believ*d. 200 

Some have been wounded with conceit. 

And dy*d of mere opinion strai^t ; 

Others , tho* wounded sore in reason. 

Felt no contusion , nor discretion. 

< A Saxon Duke did grow so fat, 205 
That mice (as histories relate) 

Eat grots and labyrinths to dwell in 
His postick parts without his feeling : 
Then how is*t possible a kick 

< Should e*er reach that way to the quick? 210 

Quoth she, I grant it is in Tain 
For one that's basted to feel pain. 
Because the pangs his bones endure 
Contribute nothing to the cure : 
(' Tet honor hurt , is wont to rage 215 

With pain no med*cine can asswage. 

Quoth he. That honour's -very squeaaish 
That takes a basting for a blemish ; 
For what's more hon'raUe than scars. 
Or skin to tatters rent in waia? 220 

C 
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Some have been beaten till they know 

What wood a cudgers of by th* blow; 

Some kick*d until they can feel whether 

A shoe be Spanish or neat's leather r 
^ And yet have met, after long running, 225 

With some whom they hare taught that cunning. 

The furthest way about t* overcome. 

In the end does prore the nearest home. 

By laws of learned duellists, 

They that are bmis'd with wood or fists, 230 

And think one beating may for once 

Suffice , are Cowards and pultroons : 

But if they dare engage t* a second. 

They're stout and gallant fellows reckonM. 

Th* old Romans freedom did bestow, 235 

Our princes worsliip , with a blow. 

King Pirrhus our*d his splenetic 

And testy courtiers with a kick. 

The Negus, when some mighty lord 

Or potentate's to be restor'd 240 

And pardon'd for some great offence, 

With whi h he's willing to dispense, 

First has him laid upon his belly. 

Then beaten back and side to a jelly; 
' That done, he rises, humbly bows, 245 

And gives thanks for the princely blows ; 

Departs no meanly proud, and boasting 

Of this magnificent rib-roasting. 

The beaten soldier proves most manfiil, 
^ That, like his sword, endures the anvil, 250 

And justly's held more formidable. 

The more his valours malleable : 

But he that fears a bastinado 

Will run away firom his own shadow: 
^ And though I'm now in durance fast, 255 

By our own party basely cast. 

Ransom , exchange , parole refas'd. 

And worse than by the enemy us'd ; 

In close catasta shut, past hope 
^ Of wit or valour to elope ; . ^ > 260 
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As beards the nearer that they tend 

To th* earth still grow more reTerend ; 

And cannons shoot the higher pitches. 

The lower we let down their breeches ; 

1*11 make this low dejected fate 265 

Advance me to a greater height 

Quoth she , T* have almost nukde me in love 

With that which did my pity move. 

Great wits and valours, like great states. 

Do sometimes sink with their own weights : 270 

Th* extremes of glory and of shame. 

Like East and West, become the same : 

No Indian Prince has to his palace 

More foll*wers than a thief to th* gallows. 

But if a beating seem so brave, 275 

What glories must a whipping have ! 

Such great atchievements cannot fail 

To cast salt on a woman's tail : 

For if I thought your natural talent 

Of passive courage were so gallant, 280 

As you strain haxd to have it thought, 

I could grow amorous, and dote. 

When Hudibras this language heard. 
He prick*d up*s ears and strok*d his beard ; 
Thought he, this is the lucky hour : 285 

Wines work when vines are in the flow*r ; 
This crisis then 1*11 set my rest on. 
And put her boldly to the question. 

Madam, what yon wou*d seem to doubt* 
ShaU be to aU the world made out, 290 

How I*ve been drubb*d, and with what spirit 
And magnanimity I bear it; 
And if you doubt it to be true, 
m stake myself down against you : 

And if I fail in love or troth, 295 

Be you the winner, and take both. 

Qnoth she . Fve heard old cunning stagers 
Say, fools for arguments use wagers ; 
And though I prais'd your valour, yet 
I did not mean to baiUk our wit ; 800 
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WUeh, if you have, you most needs know 
What I have told yoa before now. 
And yon b* experiment hare proT*d» 
I cannot love where I*m belov*d. 

Quoth HudibrcLS, *tis a capridi 305 

Beyond th* infliction of a witch ; 
So cheats to play with those still aim 
That do not understand the game. 
LoTe in your heart as idly bums 

As fire in antique Roman urns, 310 

To warm the dead, and vainly light 
Those only that see nothing by*t. 
Have you not power to entertain, 
And render love for love again ; 

As no man can draw in his breath 315 

At once, and force out air beneath? 
Or do you love yourself so much. 
To bear all rivals else a grutch ? 
What fate can lay a greater curse 

Than you upon yourself would force ? 320 

For wedlock without love, some say, 
Is but a lock without a key. 
It is a kind of rape to marry 
One that ne^eCts, or cares not for ye: 
For what does make it ravishment, * 325 

But b*ing against the mind's consent ? 
A rape ^t i&the more inhuman 
For being acted by a woman. 
Why are you fair but to entice us 

To love you, that you may despise us? 330 

But though you cannot love, you say, 
Out of your own fanatic way. 
Why should you not at least allow 
Those that love you to do so too ? 

For, as you fly me, and pursue 335 

Love more averse, so I do you ; 
And am by our own doctrine taught 
To practise what you call a fau*t. 

Quoth she. If what you say is true. 
You must fly me as I do you ; 340 
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Bnt *tis not what ire do, bnt say. 

In lore and preaching, that must sway. 

Qnoih he. To hid me not to lore. 
Is to forhid my pulse to moye, 

Hy heard to grow, my ears to prick up, 345 

Or (when I*m in a fit) to hickup : 
Command me to piss ont the moon. 
And 'twill as easily he done. 
LoTe*s power's too great to he withstood 
By feehle human flesh and hlood. 350 

T*was he that hrought upon his knees 
The hect*ring kill-cow Hercules; 
Transform*d his leager-lion*s skin 
T* a petticoat, and made him spin; 

Seiz*d on his cluh, and made it dwindle 355 

T* a feehle distaff, and a spindle. 
*Twas he that made emperors gallants 
To their own sisters and their aunts ; 
Set popes and cardinals agog , 

To play with pages at leap-frog. 360 

T*was he that gave our Senate purges, 
And flux*d the House of many a hurgess ; 
Made those that represent the nation 
Suhmit, and suffer amputation; 

And all the Grandees o* the Cahal 365 

Adjourn to tuhs at Spring and Fall. 
He mounted Synod-Men, and rode *em 
To Dirty-Lane and Little Sodom ; 
Made *em curvet like Spanish jenets. 
And take the ring at Madam — 370 

'Twas he that made Saint Francis do 
More than the Devil could tempt him to. 
In cold and frosty weather, grow 
£namour*d of a wife of snow ; 

And though she were of rigid temper, 375 

With melting flames accost and tempt her ; 
Which after in enjoyment quenching , 
He hung a garland on his engine. 

Quotli she , If Love have these effects. 
Why is it not forbid our sex ? 380 
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Why is*t not dainn*d and interdicted^ 

For diabolical and wicked ? 

And song, as ont of tone, against. 

As Turk and Pope are by the Saints ? 

I find IVe greater reason for it, 385 

Than I believ*d before t* abhor it. 

Qnoth Hudibrcu, These sad efiectt 
Spring from yoor Heathenish neglects 
Of Lore's great pow*r, which he retoms 
Upon yonrselTes with eqnal scorns ; 390 

And those who worthy lorers slight. 
Plagues with prepost'rons appetite. 
This made the beauteous Queen of Crete 
To take a town-bull for her sweet. 

And from her greatness stoop so low, 395 

To be the rival of a oow: 
Others to prostitute their gre^t hearts. 
To be baboons* and monkeys* sweet-hearts ; 
Some with the DeT*l himself in league grow, 
By*s representatiye a Negro. 400 

*Twas tiiis made vestal-maids love-sick, 
And venture to be bury*d quick ; 
Some by their fathers, and their brothers. 
To be made mistresses and mothers. 

*Tis this that proudest dames enamours 405 

On lacquies and valets des chambres ; 
Their haughty stomachs overcomes. 
And makes *em stoop to dirty grooms ; 
To shght the world, and to disparage 
Claps, issue, infamy, and marriage. 410 

Quoth she , These judgments are severe. 
Yet such as I should rather bear. 
Than trust men with their oaths , or prove 
Their faith and secresy in love. 

Says he. There is a weighty reason 415 

For secresy in love as treason. 
Love is a burglarer, a felon, 
That at the windore-eyes does steal in 
To rub the heart, and with his prey 
Steals out again a closer way, 420 
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Wbich whosooTer can discorer, 

He*s sure (as he deserres) to suffer. 

LoTe is a fire, that boms and sparides 

In men as nat*rally as in charcoals. 

Which sooty chymists stop in holes 425 

When out of wood they extract coals : 

So loTors should their passions choak. 

That, tho* they bnm, they may not smoak. 

*Tis like that sturdy thief that stole 
( And dragg*d beasts backwards into*s hole: 430 

So Loye does loyers, and us men 

Draws by the tails into his den, 

That no impression may discoyer. 

And trace t* his caye , the wary loyer. 

But if you doubt I should reyeal 435 

What you entrust me under seal, 

1*11 proye myself as close and yirtuous 

As your own secretary Alhertus. 
Quoth she, I grant you may be close 
^ In hiding what your aims propose. 440 

Loye-passions are like parables. 

By which men still mean something else. 

Though loye be all the world's pretence, 

Money*s the mythologic sense ; 

The real substance of the shadow, 445 

Which all address and courtship's made to. 
Thought he, I understand your play. 

And how to quit you your own way: 

He that will win his dame, must do 
^ As Loye does when he bends his bow; 450 

With one hand thrust the lady from. 

And with the other pull her home. 

I grant , quoth he , wealth is a great 

Proyocatiye to am'rous heat. 
« It is all philters , and high diet, 455 

That makes loye rampant, and to fly out: 

*Tis beauty always in the flower. 

That buds and blossoms at fourscore : 

*Tis that by which the sun and moon 
^ And their own weapons are out-done : 460 
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That makes Knights-Errant fall in tranees. 

And lay ahont *em in romances ; 

'Tis lirtiie, wit, and worth, and all 

That men divine and sacred call: 

For what is worth in any thing, 465 

Bnt so much money as 'twill bring? 

Or what, bnt riches is there known. 

Which man can solely call his own ; 

In which no creature goes his half. 

Unless it be to squint and lan^? 470 

I do confess, with goods and land, 

I*d hare a wife at second-hand ; 

And snch yon are. Nor is *t yonr person 

My stomach's set so sharp and fierce on; 

Bnt *tis (yonr better part) yonr riches, 475 

That my enamonr*d heart bewitches. 

Let me yonr fortune bnt possess. 

And settle your person how you please : 

Or make it o*er in trust to th* Deril ; 

Tou*lI find me reasonable and civil. 480 

Quoth she , I like this plainness better 
Than false mock-passion , speech , or letter. 
Or any feat of qualm or sowning. 
But hanging of yourself, or drowning. 
Tour only way with me to break 485 

Your mind , is breaking of yonr neck ; 
For as when merchants break, overthrown 
Like nine-pins, they strike others down. 
So that would break my heart, which done. 
My tempting fortune is your own. 490 

These are but trifles : er^ry lover 
Will damn himself over and over. 
And greater matters undertake 
For a less worthy mistress* sake : 

Tet th* are the only ways to prove 495 

Th* nnfeign*d realities of love : 
For he that hangs, or beats out*s brains, 
The Devil*s in him if he feigns. 

Quoth Hudibras, This way*s too rough 
For mere experiment and proof: 500 
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It is no jesting, trivial matter. 
To swing i* th* air, or donee in water. 
And, like a water- witch, try love ; 
That's to destroy, and not to prove; 

As if a man should be dissected 505 

To find what part is disaffected. 
Yonr better way is to make over. 
In trust, your fortune to your lover. 
Trust is a trial ; if it break, 
/ *Tis not so desp*rate as a neck, 510 

Beside, th* experiment's more certain; 
Men venture necks to gain a fortune ; 
The soldier does it ev*ry day 
(Eight to the week) for six-pence pay: 
Your pettifoggers danm their souls, 515 

To share widi knaves in cheating fools: 
And merchants, vent*ring through the main* 
Slight pirates , rocks , and horns , for gain. 
This is the way I advise you to : 
Trust me, and see what I will do. 520 

Quoth she, I should be loth to run 
Hyself all th* hazard , and you none ; 
Which must be done , unless some deed 
Of your*s aforesaid do precede. 

Give but yourself one gentle swing 525 

For trial, and I'll cut the string: 
Or give that rev'rend head a maul, 
Or two , or three , against a wall. 
To shew you are a nian of mettle, 
And 1*11 engage myself to settle. 530 

Quoth he , My head's not made of Inrass, 
As Friar ^a<?on*s noddle was; 
Nor (like the Indian's skull) so tough 
That, authors say, 'twas musket-proof, 
As yet on any new adventure, 535 

As it had need to be, to enter. 
You see what bangs it has endur'd, 
That would, before new feats, be cur'd. 
But if that's all you stand upon. 
Here strike me luck , it shall be done. 540 
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Quoth she. The matter's not so far gon* 
As yon suppose: Two words t* a bargain: 
That may be done , and time enough. 
When you hare given downright proof: 
And yet *tis no fantastic pique 545 

I have to love , nor coy dislike : 
*Tis no implicit, nice aversion 
T* your conversation, mien, or person. 
But a just fear, lest you should prove 
False and perfidious in love : 550 

For if I thought you could be true, 
I could love twice as much as you. 

Quoth he. My faith as adamantine* 
As chains of destiny. Til maintain: 

True as Apollo ever spoke, 555 

Or Oracle from heart of oak ; 
And if you'll give my flame but vent. 
Now in close hugger-mugger pent. 
And shine upon me but benignly. 

With that one, and that other pigsney, 560 

The sun and day shall sooner part. 
Than love or you shake off my heart ; 
The sun , that shall no more dispense 
His own but pour bright influence. 

ril carve your name on barks of trees, 565 

With true-loves-knots and flourishes. 
That shall infuse eternal spring. 
And everlasting flourishing : 
Drink ev*ry letter on*t in stum. 

And make it brisk diampaign become : 570 

Whefe-e*er you tread, your foot shall set 
The pimrose and ^e violet : 
All spices, perfumes, and sweet powders. 
Shall borrow from your breath their odours : 
Nature her charter shall renew, 575 

And take all lives of things from you ; 
The world depend upon your eye. 
And when you frown upon it , die : 
Only our loves shall still survive. 
New worlds and natures to out-Uve : 580 
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And, like to heralds* moons, remain 
All crescents , without change or wane. 

Hold, hold, qnoth she ; no more of this. 
Sir Knight ; yon take your aim amiss : 
For yon will find it a hard chapter 585 

To catch me with poetic rapture. 
In which yonr mastery of art 
Doth shew itself, and not yonr heart : 
Nor will yon raise in mine combustion 
By dint of high heroic fustian. 590 

She that with poetry is won, > 

Is but a desk to write upon ; 
And what men say of her, they mean 
No more than on the thing they lean. 
Some with Arabian spices strive 595 

T* embalm her cruelly afiye ; 
Or season her, as French cooks use 
Their haut-gousts , bouillies , or ragousts : 
Use her so barbarously ill, 
. To grind her lips upon a mill, 600 

Unt^ the facet doublet doth 
Fit their rhimes rather than her mouth : 
Her mouth compar*d to an oyster's, with 
A row of pearl in*t — stead of teeth. 

Others make posies of her cheeks, 605 

Where red and whitest colours mix ; 
In which the lily, and the rose, 
For Indian lake and ceruse goes. 
The sun and moon by her bright eyes 

£clips*d and darken*d in the skies, 610 

Are but black patches, that she wears. 
Cut into suns , and moons , and stars : 
By which astrologers as well. 
As those in Heay*n abpre, can tell 

What strange events they do foreshow 615 

Unto her under-world below. 
Her voice , the music of the spheres. 
So loud , it deafens mortals ears ; 
As wise philosophers have thought; 
And that's the cause we hear it notl 620 
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This has heen done hy some, who those 

Th* ador*d in rhime » would kick in prose : 

And in those ribbons would hare hung 

On which melodioosly they sung; 

That hare the hard fate to write best 625 

Of those still that deserre it least ; 

It matters not how false, or forc*d : 

So the best things be said o* th* worst : 

It goes for nothing when 'tis said ; 

Only the arrow's drawn to th* head, 630 

Whether it be a swan or goose 

They level at : So shepherds use 

To set the same mark on the hip 

Both of their sound and rotten sheep : 

For wits, that carry low or wide, 635 

Must be aim*d higher, or beside 

The mark, which else they ne*er come nigh. 

But when they take their aim awry. 

But I do wonder you should choose 

This way t* attack me with your Muse, 640 

As one cut out to pass your tricks on. 

With fulhams of poetic fiction : 

I rather hop*d I should no more 

Hear from you o* th* gallanting score : 

For hard dry-bastings us*d to prove 645 

The readiest remedies of love ; 

l^ext a dry-diet : but if those fail, 

Tet this uneasy loop-hoFd jaO« 

In which ye are hamper*d by tiie fetlock. 

Cannot but put y* in mind of wedlock ; 650 

Wedlock, that*s worse than any hole here. 

If that may serre you for a cooler, 

T* allay your mettle, all agog 

Upon a wife, the Iftari'r clog: 

Nor rather thank your gentler fate, 655 

That for a bruis*d or broken pate. 

Has freed you from those knobs that grow 

Much harder on the marry*d brow; 

But if no dread can cool your courage, 

From Tent*ring on that dragon, marriage, 660 
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Yet give me quarter, and advance 
To nobler aims your puissance : 
Level at beauty and at wit ; 
The fairest mark is easiest hit. 

Quoth Hudibras, I'm beforehand 665 

In that already, with your command ; 
For where does beauty and high wit 
But in your consteUation meet? 

Quotii she , What does a match imply. 
But likeness and equality? 670 

I know you cannot think me fit 
To be th* yoke-fellow of your wit ; 
Nor take one of so mean deserts. 
To be the partner of your parts ; 

A grace, which, if I could believe, 675 

Tve not the conscience to receive. 

That conscience, quoth Hudibras, 
Is mis-inform*d : I'll state the case : 
A man may be a legal donor. 

Of any thing whereof he's owner , 680 

And may confer it where he lists, 
I' th' judgment of all casuists. 
Then wit, and parts, and valour, may 
Be ali'nated , and made away. 

By those that are proprietors, 685 

As I may give or sell my horse. 

Quoth she , I grant the case is true 
And proper 'twixt your horse and you ; 
But whether I may take as well 
(. As you may give away or sell ? 690 

Buyers you know are bid beware ; 
And worse than thieves receivers are. 
How shall I answer hue and cry, - 
For a roan-gelding, twelve hands high, 
r All spurr'd and switch'd, a lock on*s hoof, 695 

A sorrel mane ? Can I bring proof 
Where, when, by whom, and what y* were sold for. 
And in the open market toll'd for ? 
Or should I take you for a stray, 
C Tou must bo k^t a yetar ^d day 700 
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{Ere I can own you) here i* the poond. 
Where , if y* are sought , you may he found : 
And in the mean time I must pay 
For all your provender and hay. 

Quoth he , It stands me much upon 705 

T* enervate this objection, 
And prove myself, by topic clew 
No gelding, as you would infer. 
Loss of virility's averr'd 

To be the cause of loss of beard, 710 

That does (like embryo in the womb) 
Abortive on the chin become. 
This first a woman did invent. 
In envy of man*s ornament ; 

Semiramis , <rf Babylon, 715 

Who first of all cut men o* th* stone. 
To mar their beards , and lay foundation 
Of sow-geldering operation. 
Look on this beard , and tell me whether 
Eunuchs wear such, or geldings either? 720 

Next it appears I am no horse ; 
That I can argue and discourse ; 
Have but two legs , and ne*er a tail. 

Quoth she , That nothing will avaU ; 
For some philosophers of late here, 725 

Write, men have four legs by nature. 
And that *tis custom makes them go 
Erron*ously upon but two ; 
As *twas in Germany made good 

B* a boy that lost hhnself in a wood, 730 

And growing down to a man , was wont 
With wolves upon all four to hunt. 
As for your reasons drawn from tails. 
We cannot say they're true or false. 

Till you explain yourself, and show, 735 

B* experiment, *tis so or no. 

Quoth he , If youMl join issue on*t, 
I'll give you satisfactory account ; 
So you will promise , if you lose. 
To settle all, and ba my q^oose. 740 
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That nerer shall be done (quoth she) 
To one that wants a tail, by me : 
For tails by nature sure were meant. 
As well as beards, for ornament: 

And though the yulgar count them homely, 745 

In men or beast they are so comely. 
So genteel, alamode, and handsome, 
1*11 never marry man that wants one; 
And till you can demonstrate plain. 

You have one equal to your mane, 750 

m be torn piece-meal by a horse, 
Ere 1*11 take you for better or worse. 
The Prince of Camhay*s daily food 
Is asp, and basilisk, and toad; 

Which makes him haye so strong a breath, 755 

£ach night he stinks a queen to death ; 
Tet I shall rather lie in*s arms 
Than yours, on any other terms. 

Quoth he. What nature can afford, 
I shall produce, upon my word ; 760 

And if she eyer gaye that boon 
To man, 1*11 prove that I have one : 
I mean by postulate illation. 
When you shall offer just occasion ; 

But since y* have yet deny*d to give 765 

My heart, your pris*ner, a reprieve. 
But made it sink down to my heel. 
Let that at least your pity feel ; 
And, for the sufferings of your martyr. 
Give its poor entertainer quarter; 770 

And, by discharge or main-prize, grant 
Deliv*ry from this base restraint 

Quoth she , I grieve to see your leg 
Stuck in a hole here like a peg ; 

And if I knew which way to do*t 775 

(Tour honour safe) I*d let you out 
That Dames by jail-delivery 
Of Errant-Knights have been set free. 
When by enchantment they have been. 
And sometimes for it too, laid in, 780 
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Is that which Knights, are hound to do 
By order, oath > and honour too : 
For what are they renown*d, and famons else. 
Bat aiding of distressed damosels? 

Bat for a Lady, no ways errant, 785 

To free a Knight , we hare no warrant 
In any aathentical romance. 
Or classic author, yet of France ; 
And rd be loth to hare you break 

An ancient custom for a freak, 790 

Or innoyation introduce 
In place of things of antique use ; 
To free your heels by any course. 
That might b* unwholesome to your spurs ; 
Which, if I should consent unto, 795 

It is not in my pow*r to do ; 
For *tis a service must be done ye 
With solemn previous ceremony, 
Which alway has been us*d t* untie 

The charms of those who here do lie : 800 

For as the ancient heretofore 
To Honour's Temple had no dooi, 
But that which thorough Virtue's lay. 
So from this dungeon there's no way 

To honoured freedom, but by passing 805 

That other virtuous School of lashing, 
Where Knights are k^pt in narrow lists. 
With wooden lockets *bout their wrists ; 
In which they for a while are tenants. 
And for their Ladies suffer penance : 810 

Whipping , that's Virtue's goyemess, 
Tutress of arts and sciences; 
That mends the gross mistakes of Nature, 
And puts new life into dull matter ; 

That lays foundation for renown, \ 815 

And all the honours of the gown. 
This suffer* d, they are set at large. 
And freed with hon'rable discharge. 
Then in their robes the penitentials 
Are straight pieBented with credentials, 820 

Butter. 10 
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And in their way attended on 

By magistrates of ev*ry town ; 

And, all respect and charges paid. 

They're to their ancient seats conrey'd. 

Now if you'll yentnre , for my sake, 825 

To try tiie toughness of your back. 

And suffer (as the rest have done) 

The laying of a whipping on, 

(And may you prosper in your suit. 

As you with equal yieour do*t,) 830 

I here engage myself to loose ye. 

And free your heels from Caperdewsie. 

But since our sex*s modesty 

Will not allow I should be by. 

Bring me, on oath, a fair account, 835 

And honour too , when you hare done*t. 

And 1*11 admit you to the place 

Ton claim as due in my good grace. 

If matrimony and hanging go 

By dest*ny, why not whipping too ? 840 

What med*cine else can cure the fits 

Of lovers when they lose their wits ? 

Love is a boy by poets stiFd ; 

Then spare tiie rod, and spoU the child. 

A Persian emp*ror whipp*d hi& grandam 845 

The sea, his mother Venus came on; 

And hence some rev'rend men approve 

Of rosemary in making love. 

As skilfiQ coopers hoop their tubs 

With Lydian and Phrygian dubs 850 

Why may not whipping have as good 

A grace , perform'd in time and mood. 

With comely movement, and by art. 

Raise passion in a lady's heart ? 

It is an easier way to make 855 

Love by, than that which many take. 

Who would not rather suffer whipping* 

Than swallow toasts of bits of ribbon ? 

Make wicked verses, treats, and faces* 

And spell names over with beer-glasses 860 
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Be under tows to hang and die 

LoTe*8 sacrifice, and all a lie? 

With china-oranges » and tarts. 

And whinning plays , lay haits for hearts ? 

Bribe chamber-maids with lore and money» 865 

To break no roguish jests npon ye ? 

For lilies linm*d on cheeks, and roses, 

With painted perfumes, hazard noses? 

Or, Tent*ring to be brisk and wanton. 

Do penance in a paper lanthom ? 870 

All this you may compound for now. 

By suffering what I offer you ; 

Which is no more than has been done 

By Knights for Ladies long agone. 

Did not the great. Xa Mancha do so 875 

For the Infanta del Toboso ? 

Did not th* illustrious Bassa make 

Himself a slave for Afisse*s sake ? 

And with bull's pizzle , for her lore. 

Was taw*d as gentle as a glove ? 880 

Was not young Florio sent (to cool 

BBs flame for Bicmeafiore) to school. 

Where pedant made his pathic bum 

For her sake suffer martyrdom ? 

Did not a certain lady whip 885 

Of late her husband's own Lordship ? 

And though a grandee of the House, 

Claw*d him widi fundamental blows ? 

Ty*d him stark naked to a bed-post, 

And firk*d his hide , as if sh* had rid post ; 890 

And after in the sessions- court, 

Y^ere whipping's judg'd, and honour for't? 

This swear you will perform , and then 

m set you from th* inchanted den. 

And the magician's circle clear. 895 

Quoth he , I do profess and swear. 
And will perform what you enjoin. 
Or may I never see you mine. 

Amen, (quoth she;) then tum'd about* 

And bid her Esquire let him out. 90Cr 
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But ere an artist could be found 

T* undo the charms another bound. 

The sun grew low, and left the skies. 

Put down (some write) by ladies eyes, 

The moon pull*d off her yeil of light, 905 

That hides her face by day from sight, 

(Mysterious veil , of brightness made. 

That's both her lustre and her shade,) 

And in the lanthom of l^e night 

With shining horns hung out her light ; 910 

For darkness is the proper sphere. 

Where all false glories use t* appear. 

The twinkling stars began to muster. 

And ghtter with their borrowM Instre, 

While sleep the weary*d world relier'd, 916 

By counterfeiting death reTiT*d. 

His whipping penance till the mom 

Our Tot*ry thought it best t* adjourn. 

And not to carry on a work 

Of such importance in the dark, 920 

With erring haste, but rather stay. 

And do*t in th* open face of day ; 

And in the mean time go in quest 

Of next retreat to take his rest. 
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CANTO II. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knijrht and Squire, in hot diapnte, 

Witbin an ace of fallin; out. 

Are parted with a indden ttighi 

Of strange alarm, and stranger sight; 

With which adventuring to stickle, 

They're sent away in nasty pickle. 



*Tis strange how some mens* tempers suit 

(Like bawd and brandy) with dispute. 

That for theilr own opinion stand fast 

Only to hare them claw*d and canrast ; 

That keep liieir consciences in cases, ^ 5 

As fiddlers do their crowds and bases, 

I7e*er to be ns*d, but when they*re bent 

To play a fit for argument ; 

Make true and false , unjust and just. 

Of no use but to be discust ; 10 

Dispute , and set a paradox 

Like a straight boot upon the stocks. 

And stretch it more unmercifully 

Than Helmant, Montaign, White, or TuUy. 

So th' ancient Stoicks , in their porch, 15 

With fierce dispute maintained their church ; 

Beat out iheir brains in fight and study, 

To proTC that Virtue is a Body ; 

That Bonum is an Animal, 

Made good with stout polemic brawl ; -20 

In which some hundreds on the place 

Where slain outright ; and many a face 

Betrench'd of nose, and eyes, and beaxd. 

To maintain what their sect averr*d ; 

All which the Knight and Squire, in wrath, 25 

Had like t' hare sufiered for their faith. 

Each striving to make good his own. 

As by the sequell shall be shown. 

The Sun had long since , in the lap. 
Of Thetii, taken out his nap, 30 
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And, like a lobster boil*d, the mom 
From black to red began to torn. 
When Hudibras, whom thoughts and aking, 
*Twixt sleeping kept all night and waking, 
Began to rub his drowsy eyes, 3& 

And from his couch prepar*d to rise, 
Besolving to dispatch the deed 
He Tow*d to do with trusty speed. 
But first, with knocking loud, and bawling. 
He rouz*d the Squire , in truckle lolling ; 40 

And, after many circumstances. 
Which tulgar authors, in romances. 
Do use to spend their time and wits on. 
To make impertment description. 

They got (with much ado) to horse, 45 

And to the Castle bent their course. 
In which he to the Dame before 
To suffer whipping duly swore ; 
Where now arriy'd, and half unhamest. 
To carry on the work in earnest, 50 

He Btopp*d, and paus'd upon the sudden. 
And with a serious forehead plodding. 
Sprung a new scruple in his head. 
Which first he scratch*d , and after said — 
Whether it be direct infringing 5& 

An oath, if I should waye this swingeing. 
And what I*Te sworn to bear, forbear. 
And so b* equivocation swear, 
Or whether it be a lesser sin 
' To be forsworn than act the thing, 60 

Are deep and subtle points, which must, 
T' inform my conscience, be discust; 
In which to err a tittle may 
To errors infinite msdLO way; 

And therefore I desire to know 65 

Thy judgment e'er we further go. 

Quoth Ralpho, Since you do enjoiri't, 
I shall enlarge upon the point ; 
And, for my own part, do not doubt 
Th* affirmative may be made out. 70 
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But first, to stite the case aright, 
For best adrantage of our light, 
'And thus *tis: Whether *t be a sin 
To daw and curry your own skin. 

Greater or less, than to forbear , 75 

And that you are forsworn forswear. 
But first, 0* th' first: The inward man , 
And outward, like a clan and clan , 
Hare always been at daggers-drawing. 
And one another clapper-clawing. 80 

Not that they really cuff, or fence, 
But in a Spiritual Mystick sense ; 
Which to mistake, and make 'em squabble 
In literal fray's abominable. 

*Tis heathenish, in frequent use 85 

With Pagans and apostate Jews , 
To offer sacrifice of bridewells , 
Like modem Indians to their idols ; 
And.mungrel Christians of our times , 
That eiq>iate less with greater crimes, 90 

And call ^e foul abomination , 
Contrition and mortification* 
Is 't not enough we're bruis'd and kicked 
With sinful members of the wicked , 

Our yessels, that are sanctify'd, 95 

Prophan'd and curry'd back and side , 
But We must claw ourselves with shameful 
And heathen stripes, by their example ; 
Which (were there nothing to forbid it) 
Is impious because ihey did it ; 100 

This, liierefore, may be justly reckon'd 
A heinous sin. Now to the second: 
That Saints may claim a dispensation 
To swear and. forswear on occasion, 

I doubt not but it will appear 105 

With pregnant light: the point i^clear. 
Oaths are but words, and words but wind ; 
Too feeble implements to bind; 
And hold with deeds proportions so 
As shadows to a substance do. HO 
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Then when they strive for pUce, 'tii flt 
The weaker ressel should snbmit. 
Although your Church be opposite 
To oars as Black Friars are to White, 
1 In role and order, yet I grant, 115 

Q as due , 

rows oblige » 
( ; 120 

ig on 
own: 
torn. 
Can tell truth, why the Saints should seoni» 

V . When it serves theirs, to swear and lye ; 125 

I think 1iiere*s little reason why : 

Else h* has a greater pow*r than they. 

Which *t were impiety to say , 

W' are not commanded to forbear 
( Indefinitely at all to swear ; 130 

But to swear idly, and in vain. 

Without self-interest or gain: 

For breaking of an oath« and lying. 

Is but a kind of self-denying, 
^ ' A Saint-like virtue : and from hence 135 

Some have broke oaths by Providence; 

Some, to the glory of the Lord , 

PerjurM themselves, and broke their word; 

And this the constant rule and practice 
I Of all our late Apostles acts is, 140 

Was not the cause at first begun 

With perjury, and carried on? 

Was there an oath the Godly took. 

But in due time and place they broke ? 

V Did we not bring our oaths in first, 145 
Before our plate, tc^ave iheim burst, 

And cast in fitter models for 

The present use of Church and War? 

Did not our Worthies of the House ,« 

V Before they broke the peace, break vows? • 150 
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For having freed us first from both 

Th* Allegiance and Supremacy' Oath, 

Did they not next compel the Nation 

To take and break the Protestation? 

To swear, and after to recant 165 

The solemn League and Corenant? 

To take th* Engagement, and disclaim it, 

Enforc'd by those who fint did fraipe it ? 

Did they not swear, at first, to fi^t 

For the Kind's Safety and his Right, 160 

And after march*d to &id him out. 

And charged him home with horse and loot; 

But yet still had the confidence 

To swear it was in his defence ? 

Did they not swear to live and die 165 

With Essex, and straight laid him by ? 

If that were all, for some have swore 

As false as they, if th* did no more , 

Did they not swear to maintain Law, 

In which that swearing made a flaw? 170 

For Protestant Ib^igion row, 

That did that rowing disallow ? 

For Privilege of Parliament, 

In which that swearing made a rent? 

And since, of all the three, not one 175 

Is left in being, 'tis well known. 

Did they not swear, in express words. 

To prop and back the House of Lords, 

And after tum*d out the whole House-full 

Of Peers, as dang'rous and unusefuU ? 180 

So Cromwell, with deep oaths and vows. 

Swore all the Commons out o* th' House; 

Yow'd that the red- coats would disband. 

Ay, marry wou'd they, at their command; 

And troll'd them on , and swore, and swore, 185 

Till ib* army tum'd them out of door. 

This tells us plainly what they thought. 

That oa^s and swearing go for nought. 

And that by them th' were only meant 

%i serve for an expedient. 190 
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What was the Public Faith found out for. 
But to slur men of what ihey fought for? 
The Public Faith, which eVry one 
Is bound t* observe, yet kept by none; 
And if that go for nothing, why 19& 

Should PriTate Faith hare such a tye ? 
Oaths were not purpos*d more than law. 
To keep the goo4 and just in awe. 
But to confine the bad and sinful. 

Like moral cattle, in a pinfold. 200 

A Saint*s of tii' Heav'nly Realm a Peer; 
And as no Peer is bound to swear; 
Aut on the Gospel of his Honour, 
Of which he may dispose as owner. 

It follows, though the thing be forgery, 205 

And false th* affirm, it is no peijury. 
But a mere ceremony, and a breach 
Of nothing, but a form of speech; 
And goes for no more when *tis took. 
Than mere saluting of the book. 210 

Suppose the Scriptures are of force. 
They're but commissions of course , 
And Saints hare freedom to digress. 
And rary from 'em, as they please ; 

Or mis-interpret them, by private 216 

Instructions, to all aims they drive at. 
Then why should we ourselves abridge 
And curtail our own privilege? 
Quakers (that, like to lanthoms, bear 
Their light within 'em) will not swear: 220 

Their gospel is an accidence , 
By which they construe conscience , 
And hold no sin so deeply red , 
As that of breaking Priscian's head; 

(The head and founder of their order,) 226 

That stirring Hat's held worse than murder. 
These thinking th' are oblig'd to troth 
In swearing, will not take on oath : 
Like mules» who, if th' have not their will 
I To keep their own pace, stand stock-still : 230 
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But they are weak, and little know 

What free-bom consciences may do. 

'Tis the temptation of the DevU 

That makes all human actions e^il : 

For Saints may do the same things by 235 

The Spirit, in sincerity, 

Which other men are tempted to. 

And at the Deyil's instance to. 

And yet the actions be contrary. 

Just as the Saints and Wicked rary, 240 

For as on land there is no beast. 

But in some fish at sea's exprest, 

So in the Wicked there's no yice , 

Of which the Saints have not a spice ; 

And yet that thing that's pious in 245 

The one, in th' otiier is a sin. 

Is't npt ridiculous, and nonsense , 

A Saint should be a slare to conscience , 

That ought to be aboTO such fancies. 

As far as aboye ordinances? 250 

She's of the wicked, as I guess, 

B' her looks, her language, and her dress: 

And though, like constables , we search , 

For false wares, one another's Church , 

Tet all of us hold this for true , 255 

No Faith is to the wicked due; 

For truth is precious and divine ; 

Too rich a pearl for carnal swine. 

Quoth Hudibras, All this is true ; 
Tet 'tis not fit that all men knew, 260 

Those mysteries and revelations. 
And therefore topical evasions 
Of subtl j turns and shifts of sense , 
Serve best with th' wicked for pretence , 
Such as the learned Jesuits use , 265 

And Presbyterians for excuse 
Against the Protestants, when th' happen 
To find their Churches taken napping. 
As thus: A breach of oath is duple. 
And either way admits a scruple, 270 



y Google 



,156 SAMUEL BDTIXR. FKk C 

And may be, ex p<wte of the maker 

More criminal than th* injured taker; 

For he that strains too far a tow, 

Will break it, like an o*er- bent bow: 

And he that made, and forc'd it, broke it, 275 

Not he that for conrenience took it 

A broken oath is, qtiatenut oath. 

As sonnd t' all purposes of troth. 

As broken laws are ne*er the worse; 

Nay, till th* are broken have no force, 280 

What^s justice to a man, or laws. 

That neyer comes within their claws ? 

They have no pow*r but to admonish: 

Cannot controul, coerce, or punish, 

Untill they're broken, and then touch 285 

Those only that do make 'em such. 

Beside, no engagement is i^ow'd 

By men in prison made for good; 

For when they're set at liberty , 

They're from th' engagement too set firee. 290 

The rabbins write, when any Jew 

Did make to God, or man, a tow. 

Which afterward he found untoward. 

And stubborn to be kept, or too hard. 

Any three other Jews o' th' nation , 295 

Might free him from the obligation : 

And hare not two saints pow'r to use 

A greater priyilege than three Jews? 

The court of conscience, which in man 

Should be supreme and sorereign , 300 

Is't fit should be subordinate 

To ev'ry petty court i' the state. 

And have less power than -the lesser, * 

To deal with perjury at pleasure? 

Hare its proceedings disallow'd or 305 

Allow'd, at fancy of Pye-Powder ? 

Tell all it does, or does not know. 

For swearing ex oficio ? 

Be forc'd t' impeach a broken hedge , 

And pigs unring'd at yis. Franc. Pledge? 310 
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Discover thieves, and bawds, recusants, 

Priests, witches, eves-droppers, and nusance; 

Tell who did play at games nnlawfol , 

And who fill'd pots of ale but half-full; 

And have no pow'r at all, nor shift, ' 315 

To help itself at a dead lift? 

Why should not conscience have vacation 

As well as other courts o* th' nation ; 

Have equal power to adjourn , 

Appoint appearance and return ; 320 

And make as nice distinction serve 

To split a case, as those that carve , 

Invoking cuckold*s names, hit joints; 

Why should not tricks as slight do points? 

Is not th* High- Court of Justice sworn 325 

To judge that law that serves their turn , 

Make their own jealousies high-treason , 

And fix *m whomsoe*er they please on ? 

Cannot the learned counsel there 

Hake laws in any shape appear? 330 

Mould *em as witches do their clay. 

When they make pictures to destroy? 

And vex *em into any form 

That fits their purpose to do harm? 

Rack *em until they do confess , 335 

Impeach of treason whom they please. 

And most perfidiously condemn 

Those that engagM their lives for theni? 

And yet do nothing in their own sense , 

But what they ought by oath and conscience ? 340 

Can they not juggle, and, with slight 

Copveyance, play with wrong and right ; 

And sell their blasts of wind as dear 

As Lapland witches bottled air? 

Will not fear, favour, bribd and grudge, 345 

The same ca^e sev'ral ways adjudge? 

As seamen, with the self-same gale , 

Will several different courses sail ? 

As when the sea breaks o*er its bounds. 

And overflows the level grounds, 350 
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Those banks and dams, that, like a screen* 
Did keep it out, now keep it in; 
So when tyrannic usurpation 
Inrades the freedom of a nation , 

The laws o* th' land, that were intended 355 

To keep it out, are made defend it. 
Does not in chanc*ry erVy man swear 
What makes best for in his answer? 
Is not the winding up witnesses 

And nicking more than half the bus*ne89? 360 

For witnesses, like watches, go 
Just as they're set, too fast or slow; 
And where in conscience they're strait-lac*d» 
*Tis ten to one that side is cast. 

Do not your juries give their rerdict 365 

As if they felt the cause, not heard it? 
And as they please, make matter of fact 
Run all on one side, as they're pack't? 
Nature has made man's breast no windores , 
To publish what he does within doors , 370 

Nor what dark secrets there inhabit. 
Unless his own rash folly blab it. 
If oaths can do a man no good 
In his own bus'ness, why they shou'd 

In other matters do him hurt , 375 

I think there's little reason for't. 
He that imposes an oath, makes it. 
Not he that for conyenience takes it: 
Then how can any man be said 

To break an oath he never made ? 380 

These reasons may, perhaps, look oddly 
To th* Wicked, though th' eyince the Godly; 
But if they will not serre to clear 
My honour, I am ne'er the near. 

Honour is like, that glassy bubble 385 

That finds philosophers such trouble. 
Whose least part crack'd, the whole does fly. 
And wits are crack'd, to find out why« 
Quoth Ralpho, Honour's but a word 
To swear by only in a Lord: 390 
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In other men 'tis but a hnff , 
To yaponr with instead of proof; 
That like a wen, looks big and swells. 
Is senseless, and just nothing else. 

Let it (quoth he) be what it will, 395 

It has the world's opinion stiU, 
But as men are not wise that run 
The slightest hazard they may shun. 
There may a medium be found out 

To clear to all the world the doubt; 400 

And that is, if a man may do't. 
By proxy whipt, or substitute. 

Though nice and dark the point appear » 
(Quoth Ralph) it may hold up and clear. 
That sinners may supply the place 405 

Of sufiTring Saints is a plain case. 
Justice gives sentence many times 
On one man for another's crimes. 

Our brethren of New England use 
Choice malefactors to excuse , i 410 

And hang the guiltless in their stead , 
Of whom the Churches have less need ; 
As lately t' happen'd: In a town? 
There liy'd a cobler, and but one , 

That out of doctrine could cut use, 415 

And mend men's lives as well as shoes. 
This precious brother having slain , 
In time of peace, an Indian, 
(Not out of malice, but mere zeal. 

Because he was an Infidel,) 420 

The mighty Tottipottymoy 
Sent to our elders an envoy. 
Complaining sorely of the breach 
Of league held forth by brother Patch 
Against the articles in force 425 

Between both Churches, his and ours; 
For which he crav'd the Saints to render 
Into his hands or hang th* offender : 
But they maturely having wei^'d , 
They had no more but hbi o' th' trade » 430 
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(A man that seir'd them in a doable 

Capacity , to teach and cobble,) 

ResolVd to spare him; yet, to do 

The Indian Hoghgan Moghgan too 

Impartial justice, in his stead did 435 

Hang an old Weaver, that was bed-rid. 

Then wherefore may not you be skipp'd, 

And in your room another whipp'd? 

For all Philosophers, but the Sceptick, 

Hold whipping may be sympathetick. 440 

It is enough, quoth ffudibras. 
Thou hast resoly*d and clear*d the case; 
And canst, in conscience, not refuse \ 

From thy own doctrine to raise use. 

I know l^ou wilt not (for my sake) 445 

Be tender-conscienc*d of thy back. 
Then strip thee off thy carnal jerking. 
And give thy outward-fellow a forking; 
For when thy vessel is new hoop'd , 
All leaks of sinning will be stopp*d. 450 

Quoth RcUpho, You mistake the matter; 
For in all scruples of this nature , 
No man includes himself, nor turtis 
The point upon his own concerns. 

As no man of his own self catches 455 

The itch, or amorous French aches ; 
So no man does himself convince , 
By his own doctrine , of his sins : 
And though all cry down self, none means 
His ownself in a literal sense. 460 

Beside, it is not only foppish. 
But vile, idolatrous and Popish, 
For one man, out of his own skin , 
To feik and whip another's sin ; 

As pedants out of school-boys* breeches 465 

Do claw and curry their own itches. 
But in this case it is profane. 
And sinful too, because in vain: 
For we must take our oaths upon it. 
Yon did the deed, when I haire dMte it, 470 
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Quoth Budibras, That's answerM soon: 
Give us the -whip, we*ll lay it on. 

Qnoth RcUpho, That we may swear trae , 
'Tweie properer that I whipp'd you: 

For when with your consent 'tis done » 475 

The act is really your own. 

Quoth HudibrctSy It is in Tain 
(I see) to argue 'gainst the grain ; 
Or, like the stars, incline men to 

What they're averse themselves to do: 480 

For when disputes are weary'd out, 
*Tis interest still resolves the doubt ; 
But since no reason can confute ye , 
111 try to force you to your duty; 

For so it is, howe'er you mince it; 485 

As ere we part, I shall evince it; 
And curry (if you stand out) whether 
You will or no, your stubborn leather. 
Canst thou refuse to bear thy part 

r th* publick work* base as thou art? 490 

To higgle thus for a few blows , 
To gain thy Knight an op'lent spouse ; 
Whose wealth hi^ bowels yearn to purchase , 
Merely for th' interest of the Churches ; 
And when he has it in his claws , 495 

Will not be hide-bound to ^e Cause? 
Nor shalt thou find him a Curmudgin , 
If thou dispatch it without grudging. 
If not, resolve, before we go , 
That you and I must pull a crow. 500 

T* had best (quoth Rcklpho) as the ancients 
Say wisely. Have a care o' th' main chance , 
And look before you ere you leap ; 
For as you sow. y* are like to reap : 

And were y* as good as George-a-Green, 505 

I shall make bold to turn agen : 
Nor am I doubtful of the issue 
In a just quarrel, and mine is so. 
Is't fitting for a man of honour 

To whip the Saints, like Bishop Bonner? 510 

Butler. II ' 
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A Knight t* usurp the headle's office, 

For which y* are like to raise hrare trophies. 

But I advise you (not for fear, 

But for your own sake) to forbear; 
^ And for the Churches, which may chance, 515 

From hence« to spring a yariance ; 

And raise among themselres new scruples. 

Whom common danger hardly couples. 

Remember how, in arms and politicks , 
^ We still haye worsted all your holy tricks ; 520 

Trepann*d your party with intrigue « 

And took your grandees down a peg; 

New modelled th* army, and cashier*d 

All that to legion SMEC adher*d ; 
* Made a mere utensil o* your Church, 525 

And after left it in the lurch; 

A scaffold to build up our own , 

And, when w* had done with*t pull'd it down ; 

Capoch*d your Rabbins of the Synod , 
' ' And snap'd their Canons with a why-not ; 530 

(Grave Synod Men , that were rever*d 

For solid face and depth of beard ;) 

Their classic model provM a maggot, 

Their direct'ry an Indian Paged: 
^ And drowned their discipline like a kitten « 535 

On which they'd been so long a sitting; 

Decry'd it a? a holy cheat , 

Grown out of date, and obsolete ; 

And all the Saints of the first grass 
^ As casting foals of Balaam's ass. 540 

At this the Knight grew high in chafe » 

And staring furiously on Ralph, 

He trembled, and look'd pale with ire ; 

Like ashes first, then red as fire, 
' Hare I (quoth he) been ta'en in sight, 545 

And for so many moons lain by*t , 

And when all other means did fail. 

Have been exc^ng*d for tubs of ale ? 

Not but they thought me worth a ransome 

Muck more consid'rable and handsome, 550 
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But for their onai sakes, and for fear 

They were not safe when I was there ; 

Now to be baffled by a scoundrel, 

An upstart sectary, and a mungrel; 

Such as breed out of pecciuit humours , 555 

Of our own Church, like wens or tmnours. 

And, like a maggot in a sore. 

Would that which gare it life deroctt ; 

It nerer shall be done or said: 

With that he seiz'd upon his blade: kqq 

And Balpho too, as qui<* and boid. 

Upon his basket-hilt laid hold. 

With equal readiness prepared 

To draw, and stand upon his guard ; 

When both were parted on the sudden, 555 

Witfi hideous clamour, and a loud one. 

As if all sorts of noise had b^n 

Contracted into one loud din; 
, Or that some member to be chosen. 
Had got the odds abore a thousand, 57O 

And, by the greatness of its noise, 
Prov*d fittest for his country's choice. 
This strange suiprisal put the Knight 
And wrathftil Squire into a fright; 

And though they stood prepared, with fatal 575 

Impetuous rancour to join battel. 
Both thought it was the wisest course 
To wave the fight and mount to horse , 
And to secure by swift retreating. 

Themselves from danger of worse beating. 58Q 

Yet neither of them would disparage , 
By utt*riDg of his mind, his courage. 
Which made them stoutly keep their ground, 
With horror and disdain wind-bound. 

And now the cause of all their fear 505 

By slow degrees approach'd so near. 
They might distinguish difierent noise 
Of horns* and pans, and dogs, and boys, 
And kettle-dnwis, whose sullen dub 
Sounds like the hooping of a tub. rqa 
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But when the sight appear*d in Tiew, 
They fonnd it vas an antique show; 
, A triumph, that, for pomp and state , 
Did proudest Romans emulate: 

For as the aldermen of Rome 595 

Their foes at training oTeroome, 
And not enlarging territory , 
(As some mistaken write in story,) 
Being mounted, in their best array , 

Upon a carr, and who but they ! 600 

And foUow'd with a world of tall-lads. 
That merry ditties troll'4> and ballads. 
Did ride with many a good-morrow. 
Crying, Hey for our Town! through the Borough; 
So when this triumph drew so nigh ' 605 

They might particulars descry. 
They never saw two thid^ so pat. 
In aJl respects, as this and that. 
First, he that led the cavalcade. 

Wore a sow-gelder*s flagellate, 610 

On which he blew as strong a levet 
As well-fee*d lawyer on his breviate. 
When over one another's heads 
They charge (three ranks at once) like Swedes^ 
Next pans and kettles of all keys , . 615 

From trebles down to double base ; 
And after them, upon a nag. 
That might pass for a forehand stag, 
A comet rode, and on Jbds staff 

A smock displayed did proudly ware. 620 

Then bagpipes of the loudest drones. 
With snuffling broken- winded tones. 
Whose blasts of air, in pockets shut, 
Sound filthier than from the gut. 

And make a viler noise than swine 625 

In windy weather, when they whine. 
Next one upon a pair of panniers , 
Full fraught with that wl^ch for good manners 
Shall here be nameless, mixt with grains. 
Which he dispens*d among the swains, 6S0 
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And bodily npon the crowd 

At random round aboat bettow'd. 

Then mounted on a homed horse. 

One bore a gauntlet and gilt spurs, 

Ty'd to the pommel of a long sword 635 

He held reverst, the point tnm'd downward. 

Next after, on a raw-bon*d steed , 

The conqaeror*s standard-bearer rid , 

And bore aloft before the champion 

A petticoat display*d, and rampant; 640 

Near whom the Amazon triumphant 

Bestrid her beast, and on the rump on*t 

Sat face to tail, and bum to bum , 

The warrior whilom overcome; 

Arm*d with a spindle and a distaff, 645 

Which as he rode, she made him twist off; 

And when he loitered, o*er her shoulder 

Ohastis'd the reformado soldier. 

Before the dame, and round about, 

Harch*d whifflers and staffiers on foot, 650 

With lackies, grooms, yalets, and pages* 

In fit and proper equipages ; 

Of whom some torches bore , some links » 

Betore the proud virago minx. 

That was boUi Madam and a Don, 655 

Like Nero* 8 Sporus, or Pope Jowth; 

And at fit periods the whole rout 

Set up their throats with clamorous shout. 

The Knight, transported, and the Squire* 

Put up their weapons, and their ire ; 660 

And Hudibrds, who us*d to ponder 

•On such sights with judicious wonder , 

Could hold no longer to impart 

His animadversions, for his heart. 

Quoth he. In all my life, till now , 665 

I ne*er saw so profane a show. 
It is a Paganish invention , 
Which heathen writers often mention : 
And he who made it had read Godwin, 
Or Ross, or Caelius or RhodogvMt 670 
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With all the Grecians, Sp4sds and Stows, 

That best describe those ancient diows ; 

And has obsery'd all fit deconims 

We find describ*d by old historians : 

For as the Roman conqueror, 675- 

That put an end to foreign war , 

£nt*ring the town in trinmph for it. 

Bore a slave with him, in his chariot; 

So this insulting female brave , 

Carries behind her here a slave: 680 

And as the ancients long ago , 

When they in field defyM the foe. 

Hung out their mantles della guenre , 

So her proud standard-bearer here 

Waves on his spear, in dreadfol manner, 685> 

A Tyrian-petticoat for banner : 

Next links and torches, heretofore 

Still borne before the emperor. 

And as, in antique triumphs, eggs 

Were borne for mystical intrigues, 960 

There's one with truncheon, like a ladle, 

That carries eggs too, fresh or addle ; 

And still at random , as he goes, 

Among the rabble-rout bestows. 

Quoth Balpho, Yon mistake the matter; 69S 

For all th* antiquity you smatter; 
Is but a riding, us'd of course 
When the gr«y mare*s the better horse; 
When o*er the breeches greedy women 
Fight to extend their vast dominion; 700 

And in the cause impatient Grizel 
Has drubb*d her Husband with bull's pizzle» 
And brought him under Covert-Baron , 
To turn her vassal with a murrain ; 

When wives their sexes shifts, like hares , 705 

And ride their husbands like night-mares , 
And they in mortal battle vanquish*d, ' 
Are of their charter disenfranchis*d. 
And by the right of war, like gills, 
Condemn'd to distafi^, horns, and wheels: 710 
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For when men by their wirofi are cow*d. 
Their horns of coarse are understood. 

Qnoth Hudibrast thou still gir'st senleiioa 
Impertinently, and against sense. 

'Tis not the least disparagem^it 71 & 

To be defeated by th* event. 
Nor to be beaten by main force ; 
That does not make a man the worse. 
Although his shoulders wiUi battoon 

Be claw*d and cudgeFd to some tune. 720 

A taylor*s *prentice has no hard 
Measure that's bang*d with a true yard: 
But to turn tail, or run away. 
And without blows give up the day, 

Or to surrender ere th' assault, 725 

That's no man's fortune, but his fault. 
And renders men of honour less 
Than all th' adversity of success;- 
And only unto such this shew 

Of horns and petticoats is due. 730 

There is a lesser profanation , 
Like that the Romans call'd ovation : 
For as ovation was allow'd 
For conquest purchas'd without blood. 
So men decree these lesser shows 735 

For victory gotten without blows; 
By dint of sharp hard words, which some 
Give battle with, and overcome. 
These mounted in a chair-curule. 

Which modems call a cucking-stool , 740 

March proudly to the river's side. 
And o'er the waves in triumph ride ; 
Like Dukes of Venice, who are said 
The Adriatick Sea to wed; 

And have a gentler wife than those 745 

For whom the state decrees those shows. 
But both are heathenish, and come 
From th' whores of Babylon and Rome; 
And by the Saints should be withstood. 
As Antichristian and lewd; 750 
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And we, as smch, should now contribnte 

Our utmost straggling to prohibit. 

This said, they both adranc'd, and rode 

A dog-trot through the bawling crowd, 
« T* attack the leader, and still prest, 755 

Till they approach*d him breast to Inreast; 

Then Hudibrcu, with face and hand. 

Made signs for silence ; which obtained , 

What means (quoth he) this Devil's proeesnon 
^ With men of (^thodox profession ? 760 

*Tis ethnic and idolatrous. 

From heathenism derir*d to us. 

Does not the Whore of Babylon ride 

Upon her homed beast astride 

* Like this proud dame, who either is 765 
A type of her, or she of this ? 

Are things of superstitious function 
Fit to be us*d in Gospel Sun-shfne? 
It is an Antichristian opera, 
^ Much us'd in midnight times of Popery, ^ 770 

Of running after self-inventions 
Of wicked and profane intentions ; 
To scandalize that sex for scolding. 
To whom the Saints are so beholden. 

* Women, who were our first Apostles 775 
Without whose aid we had been lost else; 

Women, that left no stone unturn'd 

In which the Cause might be concMn*d; 

Brought in their childrens* spoons and whistles, 
^ To purchase swords, carbines, and pistols; 780 

Their husbands, cuUies, and sweet-hearts. 

To take the Saints and Churches* parts; 

Drew several gifted Brethren in. 

That for the Bishops would have been, 
^ And fix*d *em constant to the party, 785 

With motives powerfiil and hearty; 

Their husbands robb*d, and made hard shifts 

T* administer unto their gifts 

All they cou*d rap, and rend, and pilfer, 
^ To scraps and ends of gold and silver; 790 
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Rnbb'd down die Tea<ihers, tii^d and spent 
With holding forth for Parliament, 
Pamper*d and edify'd their zeal 
With manrow-pnddings many a meal; 
£nabled ihem, with store of meat, 795 

On eontrorerted points to eat ; 
And cram*d *em, till their guts did ake , 
With cawdle, cnstard, and plum-cake: 
What hare they done, or what left undone. 
That might adyance the Cause at London? 800 

March*d rank and file, with drum and ensign* 
T* intrench the city for defence in? 
Bais*d rampiers with their own soft hands , 
To put the enemy to stands ; 

From ladies down to oyster-wenches , 806 

Labour*d like pioneers in trenches; 
^Fell to their pick-axes, and tools , 
And help*d the men to dig like moles? 
Have not the handmaids of the city 

Chose of their members a committee, 810 

For raising of a common purse 
Out of their wages to raise horse ? 
And do they not as triers sit. 
To judge what officers are fit ? 

Have t£ey — ? At that an egg let fly, 815 

Hit him directly o*erthe eye. 
And running down his cheek, besmear*d; 
With orange tawny slime, his beard ; 
But beard and slime being of one hue. 
The wound the less appear'd in view, 820 

Then he that on the panniers rode. 
Let fly on th* other side a load , 
And, quickly charg*d again, gave fully 
In Raipho*B face another volley. 

The Knight was startled with the smell , 825 

And for his sword began to feel; 
And Ralpho, stoother*d with the stink, 
6rasp*d his; when one, that bore a link, 
O* th* sudden clapp'd his flaming cudgel, 
Liike linstock, to the horse's touch-hole; 830 
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And straight another, with his flambeaux. 

Gave Ralpho*s o'er Uie eye a damn*d blow. 

The beasts began to kick and fling, 

And forc*d the roat to make a ring; 
/ Through which they qoickly broke their way, 835 

And brought them off from further fray; 

And though disord«r*d in retreat. 

Each of them stoutly kept his seat: 

For quitting both their swords and reins , 
g. They graspM with all their strength the manes » 840 

And, to avoid the foe*s pursuit, 

With spurring put their cattle to't ; 

And till all four were out of wind , 

And danger too, ne*er look*d behind. 

After th' had paus'd a while, supplying 845- 

Their spirits, spent with fight and flying. 

And Hudibras recruited force 
I Of lungs, for action or discourse , 

Quoth he,* That man is sure to lose 

That fouls his hands with dirty foes: 850 

For where no honour's to be gain'd, 

'Tis thrown away in b'ing maintain'd. 

'Twas ill for us we had to do 

With so dishonourable a foe: 

For though the law of arms doth bar 855 

The use of venom'd shot in war, 

Tet, by the nauseous smell, and noisom. 

Their case-shot savours strong of poison ; 

And doubtless have been chew'd with teeth 

Of some that had a stinking breath; 860 

Else, when we put it to the push. 

They had not giv'n us such a brush. 

But as those pultroons, that fling dirt, 

Do but defile, but cannot hurt. 

So all the honour they have won , 865 

Or we have lost, is much as one. 

'Twas well we made so resolute 

And brave retreat without pursuit ; 

For if we had not, we had sped 

Huch worse, to be in triumph led; 870 
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Than which th* ancients held no state 

Of man*s life more unfoitnnate. 

But if this bold adventare e*er 

Do chance to reach the widow's ear. 

It may, b'ing destin'd to assert 875 

Her sex*s honour, reach her heart : 

And as snch homely treats (they say) 

Portend good fortune, so this may. 

Vespoiian being daub*d with dirt. 

Was destin*d to the empire for't ; 880 

And from a Scayenger did come 

To be a mighty Prince in Rome: 

And why may not this foul address 

Presage in lore the same success ? 

Then Jet us straight, to cleanse our wounds, 885 

Advance in quest of nearest ponds ; 

And after (as we first design *d) 

Swear IVe perform*d what she enjoin'd. 



CANTO m. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knifht, vith various Doubts possett. 

To vin the L«dy goes in quest 

Of Sidrophel, the Rosy-Crucian, 

To know the Dest'nies' Re8<dntion ; 

With whom b'ing met , they both chop Logic 

Abeut the Science Astrologic, 

Till falling from Dispute to Fight, 

The Conj'rer's worsted by the Knij^t. 



Doubtless the pleasure is as great 
Of being cheated as to cheat ; 
As lookers-on feel most delight, 
That least perceive a jugler*s slight ; 
And still the less they understand. 
The more th* admire his slight of hand. 
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Some ^th a noise, and greasy lig^t. 
Are snapt, as men catch larks by night ; 
Ensnar'd and hamperM by the sonl, 

As nooses by their legs catch fowl. 10 

Some with a med*cine » and receipt. 
Are drawn to nibble at the bait ; 
And tho* it be a two-foot tront, 
*Tis with a single hair puH'd out. 

Others believe no voice t' an organ 15 

So sweet as lawyer's in his bar-gown. 
Until with subtle cobweb-cheats 
Th' are catch'd in knotted law, hke nets; 
In which, when once they are imbrangled. 
The more they stir, the more they're tangled ; 20 

And while their purses can dispute. 
There's no end of th* immortal suit 

Others still gape f anticipate 
The cabinet-designs of fate ; 

Apply to wizards, to foresee 25 

What shall and what shall never be ; 
And, as those vultures do forebode. 
Believe events prove bad or good : 
A flam more senseless than the roguery 
Of old aruspicy and aug'ry. 30 

That out of garbages of cattle 
Presag'd th' events of truce or battle ; 
From flight of birds , or chickens pecking. 
Success of great'st attempts would reckon : 
Though cheats, yet more intelligible 35 

Than those that with the stars do fribble. 
This Hudihrai by proof found true. 
As in due time and place we'll shew: 
For he, with beard and face made clean, 
B'ing mounted on his steed agen, 40 

(And Ralpho got a cuck-horse too 
Upon his beast, with much ado) 
Advanc'd on for the Widow's house, . 
To acquit himself, and pay his vows ; 
When various thoughts began to bustle, 45 

And with his inward man to justle. 
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He thought what danger might acorae 

If she should find he swore untrue ; 

Or if his squire or he should foil. 

And not be punctual in their tale: 50 

It might at once the ruin proTe 

Both of his honour, fahh, and love. 

But if he should forbear to go. 

She might conclude h' had broke his tow; 

And that he durst not now for shame 55 

Appear in court to try his claim. 

This was the pen*worth of his thought. 

To pass time and uneasy trot. 

Quoth he. In all my past adrentures 
I ne*er was set so on the tenters ; GO 

Or taken tardy with dilemma. 
That er'ry way I turn does hem me. 
And with inextricable doubt 
Besets my puzzled wits about : 

For tho* the dame has been my bafl, 65 

To free me from enchanted jail. 
Yet as a dog, committed close 
For some offence , by chance breaks loose. 
And quits his clog, but all in yain. 

He still draws after him his chain ; 70 

So , though my ankle she has quitted. 
My heart continues still conunitted ; 
And like a baird and main-priz*d lover, 
Altho* at large, I am bound over; 

And when I shall appear in court, 75 

To plead my cause , and answer for*t. 
Unless the judge do partial prove. 
What will become of me and love ? 
For if in our account we vary. 

Or but in circumstance miscarry ; 80 

Or if she put me to strict proo^ 
And make me pull my doublet off. 
To shew, by evident record 
Writ on my skin , TviB kept my word ; 
How can I e*er expect to have her, 85 

Having demurr*d unto her favour? 
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But faith , and lore , anc^ honour lost, 

Shall be rednc'd t* a Knight o* th* Post 

Beside, that stripping may prevent 
' What Tm to prore by argmnent, 90 

And justify I have a tail ; 
N And that way, too , my proof may fail. 

Oh ! that I cou*d enucleate. 

And solve the problans of my fate ; 

Or find, by necromantic art, 95 

How far the dest*nies take my part ! 

For if I were not more than certain 

To win and wear her, and her fortune, 

I'd go no farther in this courtship. 

To hazard soul, estate, and worship: 100 

For though an oath obliges not 

Where any thing is to be got, 

(As thou hast prov'd) yet 'tis profane. 

And sinful, when men .swear in vain. 

Quoth Ralph ,. Not far from hence doth dwell 105 

A cunning man, hight Sidraphel, 

That deals* in destiny's dark counsels. 

And sage opinions of the Moon seUs ; 

To whom all people far and near, x 
^ . On deep importances repair : 110 

When brass and pewter hap to stray. 

And linen slinks out of the way; 

When geese and pullen are seduc'd. 

And sows of sucking-pigs are chows'd; 

When cattle feel indisposition, 115 

And need th* opinion of physician ; 

When murrain reigns in hogs or sheep. 

And chickens languish of the pip ; 

When yeast and outward means do fail» 
( '. And have no pow'r to work on ale ; 120 

When butter does refuse to come. 

And love proves cross and humoursome : 

To him with questions , and with urine. 

They for discov'xy flock, or curing. 

Quoth Hudihras, This Sidrophel 125 

I've heard of, and should like it well*. 
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If thoa canst prove the Saints have freedom 
To go to Sorc*rers when they need *eni. 

Says Ralpho, There's no donbt of diat: 
Those principles I quoted late, 190 

ProTe that the Grodly may alledge 
For any thing their privilege ; 
And to the Dey'l himself may go. 
If they have motives thereunto. 

For, as there is a vrar between 135 

The Dev*l and them, it is no sin. 
If they by subtle stratagem 
Make ose of him, as he does them. 
Has not this present Parliament 

A Ledger to the Devil sent, 140 

Fully impow*rd to treat about 
Finding revolted witches out*? 
^ And has not he , within a year, 
Hang*d threescore of *em in one shire ? 
Some only for not being drownM, 145 

And some for sitting above ground. 
Whole days and nights, upon their breeches. 
And feeling pain, were hang'd for witches. 
And some for putting knavish tricks 

Upon green geese and turky-chicks, 150 

Or pigs, that suddenly deceast 
Of griefs unnat*ral, as he guest ; 
Who after provM himself a witch, 
And made a rod for his own breech. 

Did not the Devil appear to Martin 155 

Luther in Germany for certain; 
And wou*d have gull*d him with a trick. 
But Martin was too politick? 
Did he not help the Dutch to purge 

At Antwerp their Cathedral Church? 160 

Sing catches to the Saints at Mascon, 
And tell them all they came to ask him ? 
Appeared in divers shapes to Kelly, 
And speak i' th* Nun of Loudon*% belly? 
Meet with the Parliament's Committee 165 

At Woodstock on a pers'nal trea^? 



y Google 



i76 SAMUEL BUTLER. Pwt MK 

At Sartofi take a cayalier 

F th* Cause's service prisoner? 

As Withers, in immortal rhime. 

Has register*d to after-time ! 170 

Do not our great Beformers ose 

This Sidrophel to forebode news ? 

To write of victories next year. 

And castles taken yet i' th' air ? 

Of battles fought at sea , and ships l75 

Sunk two years hence , the last eclipse ? 

A total overthrow giv'n the King 

In Cornwall, horse and foot, next Spring! 

And has not the point-blank foretold 

Whats'e'er the Close Committee would ? 180 

Made Mars and Saturn for. the Cause? 

The moon for Fundamental Laws? 

The Ram, the Bull, and Goat declare 

Against the book of Common-Pray'r ? 

The Scorpion take the Protestation 185 

And Bear engage for Reformation? * 

Made all the Royal Stars recant, 

Compound and take the Covenant ? 

Quoth Eudibras, The case is clear. 
The Saints may *mploy a Conjurer, 190 

As thou hast prov'd it by their practice ; 
No argiynent like matter of fact is ; 
And we are best of all led to 
Men's principles by what they do. 

Then let us straight advance in quest 196 

Of this profound Gymnosophist : 
And as the Fates and he advise, 
Parsue or wave this enterprise. 

This said, he tam'd about his steed. 
And eftsoons on th' adventure rid ; 200 

Where leave we him and Ralph a while,. 
And to the Conjurer torn our stile» 
To let our reader understand 
What's usefiil of him before-hand. 

He had been long t'wards mathematics, 205 

Optics, philosophy, and statics* 
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Hagic , horoscopy, astrology. 
And was old dog at physiology : 
But as a dog that turns the spit 

Bestirs himself, and plies his feet, 210 

To climb the -wheel , but all in vain. 
His own weight brings him down again. 
And still he*s in the self-same place 
Where at his setting out he was ; 

So in the circle of the arts 215 

Did he advance his natural parts. 
Till falling back still, for retreat. 
He fell to juggle , cant , and cheat : 
For as those fowls that live in water 

Are never wet , he did but smatter : 220 

Whate'er he labour'd to appear. 
His understanding still was clear: 
Tet none a deeper knowledge boasted, 
Since old Hodg-Bacon and Boh Groited. 
Th' Intelligible World he knew, 225 

And all men dream on't to be true ; 
That in this world there's not a wart 
That has not there a counterpart ; 
Nor can there on the face of ground 

An individual beard be found, 230 

That has not , in that foreign nation^ 
A fellow of the self-same fashion ; 
So cut, so colour'd, and so curl'd. 
As those are in th* Inferior World. 

H* had read Dee^E Prefaces before, 235 

The Dev*ls and Euclid, o*er and o*er; 
And all the intrigues *twixt him and Kelly, 
Lescus and th* Emperor, wou'd tell ye ; 
But with the Moon was more familiar 
Than e'er was almanack well-wilier; 240 

Her secrets understood so clear. 
That some believ'd he had been there ; 
Knew when she was in the fittest mood 
For cutting corns , or letting blood ; 

When for anointing scabs or itches, 245 

Butler. 12 
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Or to the bum applying leeches ; 

When sows and bitches may be spay*d, 

And in what sign best cyder's made : 
^ Whether the wane be, or increase. 

Best to set garlick, or sow 'pease : ' 250 

Who first found out the Man i* th* Moon, 

That to the ancients was unknown ; 

How many dukes , and earls , and peers, 
t' ■ 'Are in the planetary spheres ; 

Their airy empire and command, 255 

Their sev*ral strengths by sea and land ; 

What factions th* have , and what they drive at 

In public vogue , or what in private ; 
^ With what designs and interests 

Each party manages contests. 260 

He made an instrument to know 

If the Moon shine at full or no ; 

That wou*d, as soon as e*er she shone, straight 
" Whether *twere day or night demonstrate ; 

Tell what her d'meter t'an inch is, 265 

And prove that she*s not made'of green cheese. 

It wou*d demonstrate , that the Man in 

The Moon*s a Sea Mediterranean ; 
^ And that it is no dog nor bitch. 

That stands behind him at his breech, 270 

But a huge Caspian Sea, or lake. 

With arms , which men for legs mistake ; 

How large a gulph his tail composes, 
^ And what a goodly bay his nose is ; 

How many German leagues by th* scale 275 

Cape Snout's from Promontory Tail. 

He made a planetary gin. 

Which rats would run their own heads in, 
< .'■ And came on purpose to be taken, 

Without th* ezpence of cheese or bacon. 280 

With lute-strings he would counterfeit 

Maggots that crawl on dish of meat : r 

Quote moles and spots on any place 
*" ■ ' 0' th* body, by the index face : 

Detect lost maiden-heads by sneezing, 285 
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Or breaking wind of dames , or pissing ; 
Core warts and corns with application 
Of med*cines to th* imagination ; 
Fright agues into dogs , and scare 

With rhimes the tooth-ach and catarrh ; 290 

Chace eyil spirits away by dint 
Of cickle , horse-shoe, hollow-flint ; 
Spit fire out of a walnut-shell, 
Which made the Roman slaves rebel ; 
And fire a mine in China here 295 

With sympathetic gunpowder. 
He knew whats'ever's to be known. 
But much more than he knew would own ; 
What medicine 'twas that Pa/rctcelstu 

Could make a man with, as he tells us ; 300 

What figur'd slates are best to make 
On watry surface duck or drake ; 
What bowling-stones , in running race 
Upon a board, have swiftest pace; 

Whether a pulse beat in the black 305 

List of a dappled louse's back ; 
If systole or diastole move 
Quickest when he*s in wrath or love ; 
When two of them do run a race. 

Whether they gallop, trot, or pace : 310 

Sow many scores a flea will jump, 
Of his own length, from head to rump ; 
Which Socrates and Chaerephon, 
In vain , assay*d so long agon ; 
" ' Whether his snout a perfect nose is, 315 

And not an elephant's proboscis ; 
Bow many diflTrent specieses 
Of maggots breed in rotten cheese ; 
And which are next of kin to Ihose 
. Engender'd in a chandler's nose ; 320 

Or those not seen , but understood, 
That live in vinegar and wood. 

A paultry wretch he had, half-starv'd. 
That him in place of Zany serv'd. 
Hight Whacbmi, bred to dash and draw, 325 
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Not wine, Int more unwholesome law; 

To make *twixt words and lines huge gaps, 

Wide as meridians in maps ; 

To squander paper, and spare ink, 

Or cheat men of their words , some think. 330 

From this , by merited degrees, 

He*d to more high advancement rise ; 

To be an'-under-conjurer, 

Or journeyman astrologer. 

His business was to pump and wheedle, 335 

And men with their own keys unriddle ; 

To make them to themselyes give answers. 

For which they pay the necromancers ; 

To fetch and carry intelligence. 

Of whom, and what, and where, and whence, 340 

And all discoveries disperse 

Among th* whole pack of conjurers : 

What cut-purses have left with them 

For the right owners to redeem ; 

And what they dare not vent find out, 345 

To gain themselves and th* art repute ; 

Draw figures , schemes , and horoscopes. 

Of Newgate, Bridewell, brokers* shops. 

Of thieves ascendant in the cart ; 

And find out all by rules of art ; 350 

Which way a serving-man , that*s run 

With cloaths or money away, is gone : 

Who picked a fob at holding forth ; 

And where a watch , for half the worth, 

May be redeemed ; or stolen plate 355 

Restored at conscionable rate. 

Beside all this , he serv'd his master 

In quality of poetaster ; 

And rhimes appropriate could make 

To ev*ry month i* th* almanac: 360 

What terms begin and end could tell. 

With their returns , in doggerel : 

When the exchequer opes and shuts. 

And sowgelder with safety cuts ; 

When men may eat and drink their fiU, 365 
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And when be template , if they will ; 

When use and when abstain from vice. 

Figs, grapes, phlebotomy, and spice, 

And as in prison mean rogues beat 

Hemp for the serrice of the great, 370 

So Whachum beats his dirty brains, 

T* advance his master's fame and gains. 

And, like the Devil's oracles, 

Put into dogg'rel rhimes his spells, 

Which, over ev'ry month's blank page 375 

I' th* almanac , strange bilks presage. 

He would an elegy compose 

On maggots squeez'd out of his nose ; 

In lyric numbers write an ode on 

His mistress , eating a black-pudden : 380 

And when imprison'd air escap'd her, 

It puft him with poetic rapture. 

His sonnets charm'd th' attentive crowd. 

By wide-mouth'd mortal troll' d aloud, 

That 'circl'd with his long-ear'd guests, 385 

Like Orpheus look'd among the beasts. 

A carman's horse could not pass by. 

But stood ty'd up to poetry : 

No porter's burthen pass'd along, 

But serv'd for burthen to his song : 390 

Each window like a pill'ry appears. 

With heads thrust through, nail'd by the ears: 

Ail trades run in as to the sight 

Of monsters , or their dear delight 

The gallow tree, when cutting purse 395 

Breeds bus'ness for heroic verse. 

Which none does hear, but would have hung 

T* have been the theme of such a song. 

Those two together long had liv'd. 
In mansion prudently contriv'd ; , 400 

Where neither tree nor house could bar 
The free detection of a star ; 
And nigh an ancient obelisk 
Was rais'd by him, found out by Fish 
On which was written , not in words, 405 
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But hieroglyphic mute of birds. 

Many rare pithy saws conceming 

The worth of astrologic learning. 

From top of this there hung a rope. 

To which he fasten*d telescope ; 410 | 

The spectacles with which the stars I 

He reads in smallest characters. I 

It happened as a boy, one night, | 

Did fly his tarsel of a kite, 

The strangest long-wing*d hawk that flies, 41& 

That, like a bird of Paradise, 

Or herald martlet , has no legs, i 

Nor hatches young ones , nor lays eggs ; 

His train' was six yards long, milk-white. 

At th' end of which there hung a light, 420 

Inclos*d in lanthom , made of paper. 

That far off hke a star did appear. 

This Sidrophel by chance espy*d. 

And with amazement staring wide. 

Bless us ! quoth he , what dreadful wonder 425- 

Is that appears in Heayen yonder? 

A comet , and without a beard ! 

Or star that ne'er before appeared ! 

I'm certain 'tis not in the scrowl 

Of all those beasts, and fish, and fowl, 430 

With which , like Indian plantations. 

The learned stock the constellations ; 

Nor those that draw for signs have bin 

To th* houses where the planets inn. 

It must be supernatural, 435 

Unless it be that cannon-baU 

That, shot i* th' air point-blank upright. 

Was borne to that prodigious height. 

That leam'd philosophers maintain. 

It ne'er came backwards down again : 440 

But in the airy region yet 

Hangs like the body of Mahomet : 

For if it be above the shade 

That by the earth's round bulk is made, 

'Tis probable it may from far 445 
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Appear no ballet, but a star. 

This said, be to his engine flew, 
Plac'd near at hand, in open view. 
And rais*d it *till it leyell'd right 

Against the glow-worm tail of kite, 450 

Then peeping thro*. Bless us ! (quoth he) 
It is a planet, now I see : 
And, if I err not, by his proper 
Figure , that's like tobacco-stopper, 

It should be Saturn. Yes , *tis clear 455 

*Tis Saturn ; but what makes him there? 
He*s got between the Dragon's Tail 
And farther Leg behind o* th* Whale. 
Pray heay*n divert the fatal omen. 

For t*i8 a prodigy not common ; 460 

And can no less than the world's end. 
Or Nature's funeral portend. 
With that he fell again to pry 
Thro* perspective more wistfiilly. 

When by mischance the fatal string, 465 

That kept the tow'ring fowl on wing, 
Breaking, down fell the star. Well shot. 
Quoth Whaehttms who right wisely thought 
H* had leveU'd at a star, and hit it : 

But Sidrophel, more subtle-witted, 470 

Cry*d out. What horrible and fearful 
Portent is this, to see a star fall? 
It threatens nature, and the doom 
Will not be long before it come ! 

When stars do fall , 'tis plain enough, 475 

The day of judgment's not far off; 
As lately 'twas reveal'd to Sedgwick, 
And some of us find out by magic. 
Then since the time we have to live 

In this world's shorten'd , let us strive 480 

To make our best advantage of it. 
And pay our losses with our profit. 

This feat fell out not long before 
The Knight , upon the forenam'd score. 
In quest of Sidrophel advancing, 485 
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Was now in prospect of the mansion : 

Whom he discoT*ring , tuni*d his glass, 

And found far off, *twas Hudihras, 

Whachum^ (quoth he), look yonder, some 
' To try or use our art are come : 490 

The one's the learned Knight : seek out, 

And pump *em what they come about. 

Whachum adyanc*d, with all submissness, 

T* accost *em, but much more their bus'ness. 

He held a stirrup , while the Knight 495 

From leathern bare-bones did alight ; 

And taking from his hand the bridle. 

Approached the dark Squire to unriddle. 

He gave him first the time o* th* day, 
^ And welcom*d him, as he might say: 500 

He ask'd him whence he came , and whither 

Their bus*ness lay? Quoth Ralpho, Hither. 

Did you not lose ? Quoth Ralpho, Nay, 

Quoth JVhachum, Sir, I meant your way! 

Your Knight — Quoth Ralpho, Is a lover, 505 

And pains intolerable doth suffer: 

For loyers* hearts are not their own hearts^ 

Nor lights , nor lungs , and so forth downwards. 

What time, (quoth Ralpho) , Sir? — Too long; 

Three years it off and on has hung. — 610 

Quoth he , I meant what time o*the day 'tis. — 

Quoth Ralpho, Between seven and. eight 'tis. 

Why then, (quoth Whachum), my small art 

Tells me , the dame has a hard heart, 
^ Or great estate. — Quoth Ralph, A jointer, 515 

Which makes him have so hot a mind t* her. 

Mean while the Knight was making water. 

Before he fell upon the matter ; 

Which having done , the Wizard steps in. 

To give him suitable reception ; 520 

But kept his bus'ness at a bay 

Till Whachtmi put him in the way; 

Who having now, by Ralpho*s light. 

Expounded th' errand of the Knight, 

And what he came to know, drew near, . 525 
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To whisper in the Conj'rer*s ear, 

Which he prevented thus : What was't. 

Quoth he , that I was saying last. 

Before these gentlemen arriy'd ? 

Quoth Whachum, Venus you retriev*d, 530 

In opposition with Mars, 

And no henigne friendly stars 

T allay the effect. — Quoth Wizard, So ! 

In Virgo? Ha! — Quoth Whachum, No, 

Has Saturn nothing to do in it ? 535 

One tenth of s circle to a minute. 

'Tis well, quoth he. — Sir, you'll excuse 

This rudeness I am forc'd to use ; 

It is a scheme and face of Heayen, 

As the aspects are disposed this even, 540 

I was contemplating upon 

When you arriv*d ; but now I*ve done. 

Quoth Hudihras, If I appear 
Unseasonable in coming here 

At such a time, to interrupt 545 

Tour speculations, which I hop*d 
Assistance from, and come to use, 
*Tis fit that I ask your excuse. 

By no means. Sir, quoth Sidrophel; 
The stars your coming did foretel : 550 

I did expect you here , and knew. 
Before you spake , your business too. 

Quoth Hudihras, Make that appear. 
And I shall credit whatsoe'er 

You tell me after on your word, 555 

Howe*er unlikely, or absurd. 

You are in love , Sir, with a widow. 
Quoth he , that does not greatly heed you. 
And for three years has rid your wit 

And passion without drawing bit ; 560 

And now your bus*ness is to know. 
If you shall carry her or no. 

Quoth Eudibras, You're in the right ; 
But how the Devil you came by't 
I can't imagine ; for the Stars, 565 
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I*m sure , can tell no more than a horse ; 

Nor can their aspects (though you pore 

Your eyes out on *em) tell you more 

Than th* oracle of sieve and sheers. 

That turns as certain as the spheres : 570 

But if the Devirs of your counsel, 

Much may he done my noble Donzel ; 

And *tis on his account I come, " 

To know from you my fatal doom. 

Quoth Sidrophel, If you suppose, 575 

Sir Knight , that I am one of those, 
I might suspect, and take the alarm. 
Your bus*ness is but to inform ; 
But if it be, *tis ne*er the near ; 

You have a wrong sow by the ear ; 580 

For I assure you, for my part, 
I only de^ by rules of art, 
Such as are lawful , and- judge by 
Conclusions of Astrology : 

But for the Dev*l , know nothing by him ; 585 

But only this , that I defy him. 

Quoth he , Whatever others deem ye, 
I understand your metonymy : 
Your words of second-hand intention. 

When things by wrongful names you mention ; 590 

The mystic sense of all your terms, 
That are, indeed, but magic charms 
To raise the Devil, and mean one thing, 
And that is down-right conjuring ; 

And in itself more warrantable, 595 

Than cheat., or canting to a rabble, 
Or putting tricks upon the Moon, 
Which by confed'racy are done. 
Your ancient conjurers were wont 

To make her from her sphere dismount, 600 

And to their incantations stoop : 
They scom'd to pore thro* telescope, 
Or idly play at bo-peep with her. 
To find out cloudy or fair weather. 
Which ev'ry almanack can tell, 605 
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Perhaps , as learnedly and well. 

As yon yonrself — Then, friend, I doubt 

You go the furthest way about. 

Tour modem Indian magician 

Makes but a hole in th* earth to piss in, , 610 

And straight resolves all questions by*t. 

And seldom fails to be i' th* right. 

The Rosy- Crucian way*s more sure 

To bring the Devil to the lure ; 

Each of *em has a sey*ral gin 615 

To catch intelligences in. 

Some by the nose with fumes trepan *em. 

As Btmstan did the Deyil's grannum ; 

Others , with characters and words. 

Catch *em, as men in nets do birds ; 620 

And some with symbols, signs « and tricks, 

Engrav*d with planetary nicks, 

With their own influences will fetch *em 

Down from their orbs, arrest, and catch *em; 

Make *em depose and answer to 625 

All questions e're they let them go. 

Bumbastus kept a Devil's bird 

Shut in the puminel of his sword, 

That taught him all the cunning pranks 

Of past and future mountebanks. 630 

Kelly did all his feats upon 

The DeviFs looking-glass , a stone ; 

Where play ng with him at bo-peep. 

He solv'd all problems nJkr so deep, 

Agrippa kept a Stygian pug, 635 

r th* garb and habit of a dog, 

That was his tutor, and the cur 

Read to th* occult philosopher. 

And taught him subtly to maintain 

All other sciences are vain. 640 

To this, quoth Sidrophello , Sir, 
Agrippa was no conjurer. 
Nor Paracelsus, no, nor Behmen; 
Nor was the dog a Cacodaemon, 
But a true dog, that would shew tricks 645 
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For th* emperor, and leap o*er sticks ; 

Would fetch and carry; was more civil 

Than other dogs, but yet no Devil ; 

And -whatsoe'er he's said to do, 

He went the self-same way we go. 650 

As for the Rosy- Cross Philosophers, 

"Whom you will have to be but sorcerers, 

What they pretend to is no more. 

Than TrUmegistus did before, 

Pythogoras , old Zoroaster, 655 

And Apollonius their master; 

To whom they do confess they owe ' 

AH that they do , and all they know. 

Quoth Hudihras, Alas ! what is't t* us. 
Whether 'twas said by Trismegistus, 660 

If it be nonsense , false , or mystic. 
Or not intelligible , or sophistic ? 
'Tis not antiquity, nor author, 
That makes Truth Truth, altho* Time's daughter; 
'Twas he that put her in the pit 665 

Before he puU'd her out of it ; 
And as he eats his sons , just so 
He feeds upon his daughters too. 
Nor does it follow, 'cause a herauld. 

Can make a gentleman , scarce a year old, 670 

To be descended of a race 
Of ancient kings in a small space« 
That we should all opinions hold 
Authentic that we can m4t old. 

Quoth Sidrophel, It is no part 675 

Of prudence to cry down an art. 
And what it may perform deny. 
Because you understand not why ; 
(As Averhois play'd but a mean trick 

To damn our whole art for eccentrick :) 680 

For who knows all that knowledge contains? 
Men dwell not on the tops of mountains. 
But on their sides , or rising's seat ; 
So 'tis with knowledge's vast height. 
Do not the hist'ries of all ages 685 
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Relate miracalous presages. 

Of strange tnms in the world's affairs. 

Foreseen b* Astrologers, Soothsayers, 

Chaldeans, leam'd Genethliacks, ^ 

And some that have writ almanacs ? 690 

The Median emp*ror dreamt his daughter 

Had pist all Asia under water. 

And that a vine ) sprung from her haunches, 

0*erspread his empire with its branches : 

And did not soothsayers expound it. . 695 

As after by th* event he found it ? 

When Caesar in the senate fell. 

Did not the sun eclips*d foretel. 

And, in resentment of his slaughter, 

Look*d pale for almost a year. after? 700 

Augustus having, b*oersight. 

Put on his left shoe *fore his right, 

Had like to have been slain that day 

By soldiers mutin'ing for pay. 

Are there not myriads of this sort, 705 

Which stories of all times report ? 

Is it not ominous in all countries 

When crows and ravens croak upon trees ? 

The Roman senate , when within 

The city walls an owl was seen, 7lO 

Did cause their clergy, with lustrations, 

(Our Synod calls humiliations). 

The round-fac*d prodigy t*avert 

From doing town our country hurt : ^ 

And if an owl have so much pow'r, 715 

Why should not planets have much more. 

That in a region far above 

Inferior fowls of the aur move, 

And should see further, and foreknow 

More than their augury below? 720 

Though that once serv'd the polity 

Of mighty states to govern by? 

And this is what we take in hand 

By pow'rful art to understand ; 

Which, how we have perform'd, all ages 725 
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Can speak th* eyents of our presages 

Haye we not lately, in the Moon, 

Found a New World , to the Old unknown ? 

Discover'd s^ and land Columbus 

And Magellan could never compass ? 730 

Made mountains with our tubes appear. 

And cattle grazing on *em there ? 

Quoth Hudibras, You lie so ope, 
That I , without a telescope. 

Can find our tricks out, and descry 735 

Where you tell truth, and where you lye: 
For Anaxagoras, long agon. 
Saw hills , as well as you , i* th* Moon ; 
And held the Sun was but a piece 

Of red-hot ir*n, as big as Greece ; 740 

Believed the Heay'ns were made of stone. 
Because the Sun had voided one ; 
And , rather than he would recant 
Th* opinion, suffer'd banishment. 

But what , alas ! is it to us, 745 

Whether i* th* Moon men thus or thus 
Do eat their porridge , cut their corns. 
Or whether they have tails or horns ? 
What trade from thence can you advance. 
But what we nearer have from France ? 750 

What can our travellers bring home. 
That is not to be learnt at Rome ? 
What politics , or strange opinions. 
That are not in our own dominions ? 

What science can be brought from thence, 755 

In which we do not here commence ? 
What revelations , or religions, 
That are not in our native regions ? 
Are sweating lanthoms , or screen-fans, 
' Made better there than th* are in France ? 760 

Or do they teach to sing and play 
O* th* gittar there a newer way? 
Can they make plays there , that shall fit 
The public humour, with less wit ? 
• Write wittier dances, quainter shows* 765 
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Or fight with more ingenious hlows ? 

Or does the man i' th* moon look big. 

And wear a hnger perriwig, 

Shew in his gait or face more tricks, 

Than our own native lunaticks ? 770 

And if w* out- do him here at home, 

"What good of your design can come ? 

As wind i* th* hypocondiies pent. 

Is but a blast if downward sent, 

But if it upward chance to fly, 775 

Becomes new Light and Prophecy; 

So when your speculations tend 

Above their just and useful end. 

Although they promise strange and great 

Discoveries of things far set, 780 

They are but idle dreams and fancies, 

And savour strongly of the ganzas. 

Tell me but what's the natural cause. 

Why on a sign no painter draws 

The full moon ever, but the half; 785 

Resolve that with your Jacob* s staff; 

Or why wolves raise a hubbub at her. 

And dogs howl when she shines in water; 

And I shall freely give my vote. 

You may know something more remote. 790 

At this, deep Sidrophel looked wise. 
And staring round with owl-like eyes. 
He put his face into a posture 
Of sapience , and began to bluster ; 

For having three times shook his head 795 

To stir his wit up, thus he said : 
Art has no mortal enemies, 
Next ignorance, but owls and geese ; 
Those consecrated geese in orders. 

That to the Capitol were warders ; 800 

And being then upon patrol, 
With noise alone beat off the Gaul : 
Or those Athenian Sceptic owls. 
That will not credit their own souls ; 
■ Or any science understand, 305 
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Beyond the reach of eye or hand ; 

But meas*ring all things by their own 

Knowledge , hold nothing's to be known : 

Those wholesale critics , that in coffee- 

Houses cry down all philosophy, 810 

And will not know upon what ground 

In nature we our doctrine found, 

Altho* with pregnant evidence 

We can demonstrate it to sense. 

As I just now have done to you, 815 

Foretelling what you came to know. 

Were the stars only made to light 

Robbers and burglarers by night ? 

To wait on drunkards , thieves , gold-finders, 

And lovers solacing behind doors, 820 

Or giving one another pledges 

Of matrimony under hedges ? 

Or witches simpling , and on gibbets 

Cutting from malefactors snippets ? 

Or from the pillory tips of ears 825 

Of Rebel-Saints and perjurers ? 

Only to stand by, and look on. 

But not know what is said or done ? 

Is there a constellation there, 

That was not born and bred up here? 830 

And therefore cannot be to learn 

In any inferior concern. 

Were they not , during all their lives. 

Most of *em pirates , whores and thieves ; 

And is it like they have not still 835 

In their old practices some skill ? 

Is there a planet that by birth 

Does not derive its house from earth ? 

And therefore probably must know, 

What is and hath been done below. 840 

Who made the Balance , or whence came 

The Bull, the Lion, and the Ram? 

Did not we here the Argo rig , 

Make Berenice* & periwig ? 

Whose liv'ry does the Coachman wear? 845 
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Or who made Ca43siopeia*s chair? 

And therefore* as they came from hence , 

With us may hold intelligence. 

Plato deny*d the world can be 

GoTem*d without ^eometree , 860 

(For money b'ing the common scale 

Of things by measure, weight and tale , 

In all th* affairs of Church and State , 

*Tis both the balance and the weight;) 

Then much less can it be without 855 

Diyine Astrology made out ; 

That puts the other down in worth , 

As far as Heay*n*s above the earth. 

These reasons (quoth the Knight) I grant 
Are something more significant 860 

Than any that the learned use 
Upon this subject to produce ; 
And yet th* are far from satisfactory, 
T* establish and keep up your factory. 
Th Egyptians say, the Sun has twice 865 

Shifted his setting and his rise ; 
Twice has he risen in the west. 
As many times set in the east. 
But whether that be true or no , 

The Dev*l any of you know. 870 

Some hold the heavens like a top. 
And kept by circulation up; 
And were*t not for their wheeling round , 
They*d instantly fall to the ground: 

As sage Empedoeles of old , 875 

And from him modem authors hold. 
Plato believed the Sun and Moon 
Below all other Planets run. 
Some Mercury, some VenuSt seat 

Above the Sun himself in height, 860 

The learned Scaliger complain*d, 
*Gainst what Copernieut maintain*d , 
That, in twelve hundred years and odd. 
The Sun had left its ancient road , 

And nearer to the earth is come 885 

Bafltr. 13 
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*Boye fifty thousand miles from home : 

Swore *twas a most notorious flam ; 

And he that had so little shame 

To vent such fopperies abroad, 

DeserrM to have his rump well claw*d; 890 

Which Monsieur Bodin hearing, swore 

That he desery*d the rod much more, 

That durst upon a truth gire doom. 

He Imew less than the Pope of Rome. 

Cardan belier'd great states depend 895 

Upon the tip o* th' Bear*s tail's end; 

That, as she whisk'd it towards the Sun, 

Strow*d mighty empires up and down: 

Which other say must needs be false. 

Because your true bears have no tails. 900 

Some say the Zodiack Constellations 

Have long since chsing'd their antique stations 

AboYO a sign, and prove the same 

In Taurus now once in the Bam: 

Affirm the trigons chop*d and chang*d, 905 

The wat*ry with the fiery rang'd ; 

Then how can their effects still hold 

To be the same they were of old? 

This, though the art were true, would make 

Our modem soothsayers mistake : 910 

And in one cause they tell more lies , 

In figures and nativities. 

Than th* old Chaldean conjurers 

In so many hundred thousand years ; 

Beside their nonsense in translating, 915 

For want of accidence and Latin, 

Like Idus, and Calendae , Englisht 

The quarter-days by skilful linguist ; 

And yet with canting, sleight and cheat , 

*Twill serve their turn to do the feat; 920 

Make fools believe in their foreseeing 

Of things before they are in being; 

To swallow gudgeons ere th' are catch'd; 

And count their chickens ere th' are hatch'df 

Hake them the constellations prompt, 925 
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And give *ein back their ovn accompt; 

Bnt still the best to him that gives 

The best price for't, or best believes. 

Some towns and cities , some, for brevity. 

Have cast the 'versal world's nativity, 930 

And made the infant- stars confess , 

Like fools or children, what they please. , 

Some calculate the hidden fates 

Of monkeys, puppy- dogs, and cats: 

Some running-nags and fighting cocks, 935 

Some love, trade, law-suits, and the pox; 

Some take a measure of the lives 

Of fathers, mothexs, husbands, wives ; 

Make opposition, trine, and quartile. 

Tell who is barren, and who fertile ; 940 

As if the planet's first aspect 

The tender infant did infect 

In soul and body , and instill 

All future good, and future ill ; 

Which, in their dark fatalities lurking, 945 

At destin'd periods fall a working ; 

And break out, like the hidden seeds 

Of long diseases, into deeds. 

In friendships, enmities, and strife , 

And all the emergencies of life^ 950 

No sooner does he peep into 

The world, but he has done his do; 

CJatch'd all diseases, took all physic 

That cures or kills a man that is sick ; 

Marry'd his punctual dose of wives ; 955 

Is cuckolded, and breaks or thrives. 

There's but the twinkling of a star 

Between a man of peace and war; 

A thief and justice, fool and knave, 

A hufiling officer and a slave ; 960 

A crafty lawyer and a pick-pocket , 

A great philosopher and a blockhead; 

A formal preacher and a player, 

A learn'd physician and manslayer. 

As if men firom the stars did suck ^5 
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Old age, diseases, and ill lack , 

Wit, folly, honour, virtue, vice. 

Trade travel, vomen, claps, and dice ; 

And draw, with the first air they breathe. 

Battle and murder, sudden dea^. 970 

Are not these fine commodities 

To be imported from the skies , 

And vended here amongst the rabble , 

For staple goods and warrantable? 

Like money by the Druids borrowM , 975 

In th* other world to be restor*d? 

Quoth Sidrophel, To let you know 
You wrong the art, and artists too , 
Since arguments are lost on those 

That do our principles oppose , 980 

I will (although I've done*t before) 
Demonstrate to your sense once more. 
And draw a figure, that shall tell you 
What you, perhaps, forget befel you. 
By way of horary inspection , 985 

Which some account our worst erection. 
With that he circles draws, and squares , 
With cyphers, astral characters; 
Then looks 'em o'er, to understand *em, 
Although set down hab-nab, at random. 990 

Quoth he. This scheme of th* heavens set. 
Discovers how in fight you met 
At ELingston with a may- pole idol. 
And that y* were banged both back and side well ; 
And though you overcame the bear, 995 

The dogs beat you at Brentford fair; 
Where sturdy butchers broke your noddle. 
And handled you like a fop-doodle. 

Quoth Hudibras, I now perceive 
You are no conj'rer, by your leave: 1000 

That paultry story is untrue. 
And forg'd to cheat such gulls as you. 

Not true? quoth he; howe'er you vapour, 
I can what I affirm make appear. 
Whachtm shall justify't t' your face, 1005 
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And prore he was upon the place. 

He play*d the Saltinbancho*s part, 

Transformed t* a Frenchman by my art: 

He stole your cloak, and pick'd your pocket, 

Chows*d and caldesM ye like a blockhead: 1010 

And what you lost I can produce , 

If you deny it, here i* th* house. 

Quoth Hudihra$, I do belieye 
That argument*s demonstrative. 

Raljpho, bear witness ; and go fetch us 1015 

A constable to seize the wretches: 
For though th' are both false knaves and cheats. 
Impostors, jugglers^ counterfeits, 
1*11 make them serve for perpendiculars 
As true as e*er were us*d by bricklayers. 1020 

They're guilty, by their own confessions , 
Of felony, and at the sessions , 
Upon the bench, I will so handle *em. 
That the vibration of this pendulum 

Shall make all taylors yards of one 1025 

Unanimous opinion, 
A thing he long has vapour'd of. 
But now shall make it out of proof. 

Quoth Sidrophel, I do not doubt 
To find friends that will bear me out. 1030 

Kor have I hazarded my art , 
And neck, so long on the state's part. 
To be expos'd i' th' end to suffer 
By such a braggadocio buffer. 

Buffer! quoth ffudibras: this sword 1035 

Shall down thy false throat cram that wCrd. 
Ealpho, make haste^ and call an officer. 
To apprehend this Stygian sophister. 
Meanwhile I'll hold *em at a bay. 
Lest he and Whachtmi run away. 1040 

But Sidrophel, who, from the aspect 
Of ffudibras, did now erect 
A figure worse portenting far 
Than that of a malignant star, 
Behev'd it now the fittest moment 1045 
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To shnn the danger that might come dn*t> 
While Hudihras was all alone , 
And he and Whachwm, two to one. 
This being resolT*d, he spy*d, by chance , 
Behind the door, an iron lance, 1050 

That many a sturdy limb had gor*d , 
- And legs, and loins, and shoulders bor'd: 
He snatch*d it up, and made a pass , 
To make his way through Hudibras. 

Whachum had got a fire-fork, 1056 

"With which he vow*d to do his work. 
But Hudihras was well prepar'd. 
And stoutly stood upon his guard: 
He put by Sidrophello*s thrust , 

And in right manfully he rusht; 1060 

The weapon from his gripe he wrung , 
And laid him on the earth along. 
Whachttm his sea-coal prong threw by. 
And basely tum*d his back to fly : 

But Hudihras gave him a twitch 1065 

As quick as light'ning in the breech , 
Just in the place where honour's lodg*d. 
As wise philosophers have judg*d ; 
Because a kick in that place more 
Hurts honour than deep wounds before. 1070 

Quoth Hudihras, The stars determine 
You are my prisoners, 1)ase verminej! 
Could they not tell you so as well 
As what I came to know foretell? 

By this what cheats you are we find, 1075 

That in your own concerns are blind. 
Tour lives are now at my dispose. 
To be redeem'd by fine or blows : 
But who his honour wou*d defile , 

To take or sell two lives so vile ? 1080 

1*11 give you quarter ; but your pillage 
The conq*ring warrior's crop and tillage , 
Which with his sword he reaps and plows. 
That's mine, the law of arms allows. 

This said, in haste, in haste he fell 1085 
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To nunmagmg of Sidrophel. 
First, he expounded both his pockets. 
And found a watch, with rings and lockets , 
Which had be«n left with him t' erect 
A figure for, and so detect; 1090 

A copper-plate, with almanacks 
£ngray*d upon't ; with other knacks , 
Of Booker*B Lilly*St S(trah Jimmeri\ 
And blank-schemes to discover nimmers ; 
A moon-dial, with Napier*s bones, 1095 

And sev*ral constellation stones , 
Engrav'd in planetary hours , 
That over mortals had strange powers 
To make 'em thrive in law or trade , 

And stab or poison to evade ; 1100 

In wit or wisdom to improve , 
And be victorious in love , 
Whachimh had neither cross nor pile ; 
His plunder was not worth the while ; 

All which the conq*ror did discompt, 1105 

To pay for curing of his rump. 
But Sidrophel, as full of tricks 
' As Rota-men of politics , 

Straight cast about to over-reach 

Th* unwary conquVor wiA a fetch, 1110 

And make him glad (at least) to quit 

His victory, and fly the pit , 

Before the Secular Prince of Darkness 

Arriv*d to seize upon his carcass? 

And as a fox, with hot pursuit 1115 

Chac*d thro* a warren, casts about 

To save his credit, and among 

Dead vermin on a gallows hung. 

And while the dogs run underneath , 

£scap*d (by counterfeiting death) 1120 

Not out of cunning, but a train 

Of atoms justling in his brain , 

As leam*d philosophers give out. 

So Sidrophello cast about. 

And fell to*s wonted trade again, 1125 
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To feign himself in earnest slain: 
First stretched out one leg, than another. 
And seeming in his hreath to smother 
A broken sigh; quoth he. Where am I, 
Alive or dead? or which way came I, 1130 

Through so immense a space so soon? 
But now I thought myself in th* Moon ; 
And that a monster with huge whiskers. 
More formidable than a Switzer*s, 

My body throug);i and through had drill*d, 1135 

And Whaehvm by my side had kiird :- 
Had cross- ezamin*d both our hose. 
And plunder*d all we had to lose. 
Look, there he is ; I see him now , 

And feel the place I am run through: 1140 

And there lies Whachum by my side 
Stone dead, and in his own blood dy*d. 
Oh! Oh! with that he fetched a groan. 
And fell again into a swoon ; 

Shut both his eyes, and stopped his breath, 1145 

And to the life out-acted death; 
That Hudibrast to all appearing. 
BelieY*d him to be dead as herring. 
He held it now no longer safe 

To tarry the return of Ralph, 1150 

But rather leave him in the lurch : 
Thought he, he has abus'd our Church, 
Kefus*d to give himself one firk 
To carry on the public work; 

Despis*d our Synod-Men like dirt, 1155 

And made their discipUne his sport; 
Divulg-d the secrets of their classes. 
And their conventions prov*d high places; 
Disparag'd their tythe-pigs as Pagan , 
And set at nought their cheese and bacon; 1160 

Raird at their Covenant, and jeer*d 
Their rev*rend parsons, to my beard: 
For all which scandals, to be quit 
' At once, this juncture falls out fit, 
ril make him henceforth to beware, 1165 
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And tempt my fury, if he dare. 

He must at least hold up his hand , 

By twelve freeholders to be scami*d : i 

Who, by their skill in palmistry , 

Will qnickly read his destiny; 1170 

And make him glad to read his lesson; 

Or take a turn for it at the session ; 

Unless his Light and Gifts prove truer 

Then ever yet they did, I'm snre ; 

For if he *scape with whipping now, • 1175 

*Tis more than he can hope to do ; 

And that will disengage my conscience 

Of th* obligation in his own sense. 

HI make him now by force abide 

What he by gentle means deny*d , 1180 

To giro my honour satisfaction , 

And right the brethren in the action. 

This being resolv'd, with equal speed 

And conduct he apprpachM his steed. 

And with activity unwont, 1185 

AssayM the lofty beast to mount; 

Which once atehievM, he spurr'd his palfrey» 

To get from ih* enemy, and Ralpht free : 

Left dangers, fears and foes behind. 

And beat, at last three lengths, the wind. 1190 
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AN HEROICAL EPISTLE OF 

HUDIBRAS TO SIDROPHEL. 



Ecce itenim Crispinus. 



Well! Sidrophelf though 'tis io vain 

To tamper with your crazy brain , ' 

Without trepanning of your skull 

As often as the moon's at full ; 

*Tis not amiss, e're y'are giv'n o'er, 6 

To try one desp'rate med'cine more : 

For where your case can be no worse , 

The desp'rat'st is the wisest course. 

Is't possible that you, whose ears 

Are of the tribe of Issachar's , 10 

And might (with equal reason) either. 

For merit, or extent of leather. 

With William Pryn*8, before they were 

Betrench'd and crucify'd, compare, 

Shou'd yet be deaf against a noise 15 

So roaring as the public voice? 

That speaks your virtues free, and loud. 

And openly, in ev'ry crowd. 

As loud as one that sings his part 

T' a wheel-barrow or turnip-cart, 20 

Or your iiew nick-nam'd old invention 

To cry green-hastings with an engine ; 

(As if the vehemence had stunn'd , 

And turn your drum-heads with the sound;) 

And 'cause your folly's now no news, 25 

But overgrown, and out' of use. 

Persuade yourself there's no such matter. 
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But that *tis yanishM out of nature ; 
When folly, as it grows in years , 

The more extravagant ]4>pears ; 30 

For who but you could be possest 
With so much ignorance, and beast. 
That neither all mens* scorn and hate , 
Nor being laugh*d and pointed at, 

Nor bray'd so often in a mortar, 3S 

Can teach you wholesome sense and nurture: 
But (like a reprobate) what course 
Soever*s us*d, grow worse and worse? 
Can no transfusion of the blood. 

That makes fools cattle, do you good? 40 

Nor putting pigs t* a bitch to nurse , 
To turn *em into mungrel-curs. 
Put you into a way, at least. 
To make yourself a better beast? 

Can all your critical intrigues 45 

Of trying sound from rotten eggs ; 
Your several new-found remedies 
Of curing wounds and scabs in trees ; 
Your arts of fluxing them for claps ; 

And purging their infected saps ; 50 

Becov*ring shankers, crystallines. 
And nodes and botches in their rinds , 
Have no effect to operate 
Upon that duller block, your pate ? 

But still it must be lewdly bent 55 

To tempt your own due punishment ; 
And, like your whymsy*d chariots, draw , 
The boys to course you without law; 
As if the art you have so long 

Profess'd, of making old dogs young , 60 

In you had virtue to renew 
' Not only youth, but childhood too. 
Can you diat understand all books , 
By judging only with your looks. 

Resolve all problems with your face , 65 

As others do with B*s and A*s ; 
Unriddle all that mankind knowa 
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With solid beading of youir brows ; 
All arts and sciences advance , 

With screwing of your conntenance » 70 

And, with a penetrating eye , 
Into th* abstrusest learning pry? 
Know more of any trade b* a hint. 
Than those that have been bred up in*t; 
And yet have no art, true or false , 75 

To help your own bad naturals ; 
But stUl, the mom you strive t* appear, 
Are found to be the wretcheder: 
For fools are known by looking wise. 

As men find woodcocks by their eyes. 80 

Hence *tis that *cause y* have gain*d o' th* college 
A quarter share (at most) of knowledge , 
And brought in none, but spent repute , 
T* assume a pow*r as absolute 

To judge, and censure, and con^roll, 85 

As if you were the sole Sir Poll; 
And saucily pretend to know 
More than your dividend comes to. 
Tou*ll find the thing will not be done 

With ignorance and face alone : 90 

No, though y* have purchas*d to your name. 
In history, so great a fame ; 
That now your talents, so well known. 
For having all belief out-grown, 
\ That ev*ry strange prodigious tale 95 

Is measur*d by your German scale ; 
By which the virtuosi try 
The magnitude of ev*ry lye , 
Cast up to what it does amount , 

And place the bigg'st to your account? 100 

That all those stories that are laid 
Too truly to you, and those made , • 

Are now still charg'd upon your score , 
And lesser authors nam*d no more. 

Alas ! that faculty betrays 106 

Those soonest it designs to raise ; 
And all your vain renown will spoil , 
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As gnns o*ercharg'd th© more recoil, 

Though he that has but impudence , 

To all things has a fair pretence ; 110 

And put among his wants but shame , 

To all the world may lay his claim : 

Though you have try*d that nothing's borne 

With greater ease tiian public scorn , 

That all affronts .do still give place 115 

To your impenetable face , 

That makes your way through all affairs , 

As. pigs through hedges creep with theirs; 

Yet as 'tis counterfeit, and brass. 

You must not think 'twill always pass ; 120 

For all impostors, when th'yre known, 

Are past their labour, and imdone. 

And all the best that can befal 

An artificial natural. 

Is that which madmen find as soon 125 

As once they're broke loose from the moon. 

And, proof against her influence. 

Relapse to e'er so little sense , 

To turn stark fools, and subjects fit 

For sport of boys, and rabble- wit. 130 
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PART HI. 
CANTO I. 



THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knight and Squire resolve, at once^ 

The one the other to renounce. 

They both approach^ the Lady's Bower ; 

The Squire t'inform, the Knight to vroo her. 

She treats them with a Masquerade, 

By Furies and Hobgoblins made; 

From which the Squire conveys the Knight, 

And steals him from himself, by Night. 



'Tis true, no lover has that pow*r 

T* enforce a desperate amour. 

As he that has two strings t* his bow , 

And bums for love and money too ; 

For then he's brave and resolute, . 5 

Disdains to render in his suit , 

Has all his flames and raptures double. 

And hangs or drowns with half the trouble ; 

While those who sillily pursue , 

The simple, downright way, and true, 10 

Make as unlucky applications, 

And steer against ^e stream their passions. 

Some forge their mistresses of stars , 

And when the ladies prove averse , 

And more untoward to be won 15 

Than by Caligula the Moon, 

Cry out upon the stars, for doing 

111 offices to cross their wooing ; 

When only by themselves they're hindred. 

For trusting those they made her kindred; 20 
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And still, the harsher and hide^boimder 
The damsels prove, become the fonder. 
For what mad lover ever dy'd 
To gain a soft and gentle bride ? 

Or for a lady tender-hearted , 25 

In purling streams or hemp departed ? 
Leap*d headlong int* Elysium, 
Through th* windows of a dazzling room ? 
But for some cross, ill-natur*d dame , 

The am'rous fly burnt in his flame, 30 

This to the Knight could be no news , 
With all mankind so much in use ; 
Who therefore took the wiser course , 
To make the most of his amours , 

Resolv*d to try all sorts of ways , 35 

As follows in due time and place. 
No sooner was the bloody fight. 
Between the Wizard and the Knight, 
With all th* appurtenances, over. 

But he relaps*d again t* a lover; 40 

As he was always wont to do , 
When h* had discomfited a foe ; 
And us*d the only antique philters , 
Derived from old heroic tilters. 

But now triumphant, and victorious , 45 

He held th' atchievement was too glorious 
For such a conqueror to meddle 
With petty constable or beadle ; 
Or fly for refuge to the Hostess 

Of th* Inns of Court and Chancery, Justice; 50 

Who might, perhaps, reduce his cause 
To th* ordeal trial of the laws ; 
Where none escape, but such as branded 
With red-hot irons have past bare-handed; 
And, if they cannot read one verse 55 

I th* Psalms must sing it, and that*s worse. 
He therefore judging it below him, ,^ 

To tempt a shame the Devil might owe him* 
Resolv*d to leave the Squire for bail 
And mainprize for him to the gaol, 60 
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To answer, with his vessel , all 
That might disastrously befall ; 
And thought it now the fittest juncture 
To give the Lady a rencounter ; 

T* acquaint her with his expedition , 66 

And conquest o'er the fierce Magician ; 
Describe the manner of the fray. 
And show the spoils he brought away ; 
His bloody scourging aggravate ; 

The number of his blows, and weight ; 70 

All which might probably succeed , 
And gain belief h* had done the deed ; 
Which he resolv*d t* enforce, and spare 
No pawning of his soul to swear; 

But, rather than produce his back , 75 

To set his conscience on the rack; 
And in pursuance of his urging 
Of articles performM and scourging. 
And all things else, upon his pait, 
^ Demand deliT*ry of her heart, _ 80 

Her goods, and chattels, and good graces , 
And person up to his embraces. 
Thought he, the ancient errant knights 
Won all their ladies hearts in fights ; 

And cut whole giants into fritters, 85 

To put them into amorous twitters ; 
Whose stubborn bowels scom'd to yield 
Until their gallants were half kiird: 
But when their bones were drub*d so sore 
They durst not woo one combat more , 90 

The ladies hearts began to melt , 
Subdu*d by blows their lovers felt. 
So Spanish heroes, with their lances, 
At once wound bulls and ladies* fancies ; 
And he acquires the noblest spouse 95 

That widows greatest herds of cows : 
Then what may I expect to do , 
Wh* have quell'd so vast a buffklo ? 

Mean while, the Sqnire was on his way 
The Knight's late orders to obey; 100 
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Who sent him for a strong detachment 
Of beadles , constables , and watchmen, 
T* attack the cunning-man for plunder. 
Committed falsly on his lumber ; 

When he , who had so lately sack*d 105 

The enemy, had done the tact ; 
Had rifled all his pokes and fobs 
Of gimcracks , whims , and jiggumbobs. 
Which he , by hook or crook , had gatherM, 
And for his own inyentions fatherM : 110 

And when they should , at gaol delivery, 
Unriddle one another's thievery. 
Both might have evidence enough. 
To render nether halter proof. 

He thought it desperate to tarry, 115 

And venture to be accessary; 
But rather wisely slip his fetters. 
And leave them for tiie Knight , his betters. , 
He call'd to mind th* unjust, foul play 
He wou*d have offer'd him that day, 120 

To make him curry his own hide. 
Which no beast ever did beside. 
Without all possible evasion. 
But of the riding dispensation ; 

And therefore much about the hour 125 

The Knight (for reasons told before) 
ResolvM to leave them to the fury 
Of Justice, and an unpackM Jury, 
The Squire concurr*d t* abandon him. 

And serve' him in the self-same trim ; 130 

T* acquaint the Lady what h' had done. 
And what he meant to carry on ; 
What project *twas he went about. 
When Sidrophel and he fell out ; 

His firm and stedfast resolution, 135 

To swear her to an execution ; 
To pawn his inward ears to marry her. 
And bribe the Devil himself to carry her ; 
In which both dealt, as if they meant 
Their Party-Saints to represent, 140 

Butter. 1^ 
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Who never failM upon their sharing 

In any prosperous arms-bearing, 

To lay themselTes out, to supplant 

Each other Cousin-German Saint. 

But, ere the Knight could do his part, 145 

The Squire had got so much the start, 

H* had to the Lady done his errand. 

And told her all his tricks afore-hand. 

Just as he finish*d his report, 

The Knight alighted in the court ; 150 

And having ty*d his beast t* a pale, 

And taking time for both to stale. 

He put his band and beard in order, 

The sprucer to accost and board her ; 

And now began t* approach the door, 155 

When she, wh* had spy*d him out before. 

Conveyed th* informer out of sight. 

And w^t to entertain the Knight ; 

With whom encount'ring , after longees 

Of humble and submissive congees, 160 

And all due ceremonies paid. 

He strpk*d his beard, and thus he said: 

Madam, I do, as is my duty. 
Honour the shadow of your shoe-tye ; 
And now am come to bring your ear 165 

A present you'll be glad to hear : 
At least I hope so : the thing's done. 
Or may I never see the sun ; 
For which I humbly now demand 

Performance at your gentle hand; 170 

And that you*d please to do your part. 
As I have done mine , to my smart. 

With that he shruggM his sturdy back. 
As if he felt his shoulders ake. 

But she, who well enough knew what 1^5 

(Before he spokie) he would be at. 
Pretended not to apprehend 
The mystery of what he mean*d ; 
And therefore wish'd him to e^ound 
His dark expressions , less profound. 180 



y Google 



C«to I. . HUDIBRAS. 211 

Madam, qaoth he» I come to prore 
How much IVe saffer*d for your love, 
Which (like your votary) to win, 
I haye not spar'd my tatter*d skin ; 

And for those meritorioos lashes, 185 

To claim your favour and good graces. 

Quoth she> I do remember once 
I freed you from th* inchanted sconce ; 
And that you promis*d, for that favour. 
To bind your back to good behaviour, 190 

And, for my sake and service, vow*d. 
To lay upon*t a heavy load. 
And what 'twould bear t* a scruple prove. 
As other Knights do oft make love ; 

Which, whether you have done or no, 195 

Concerns yourself, not me, to know. 
But if you have, I shall confess, 
T* are honester than I could guess. 

Quoth he. If you suspect my troth, 
I cannot prove it but by oath ; 200 

And if you make a question on*t, 
I'll pawn my soul that I have done't ; 
And he that makes his soul his surety, 
1 think, does give the best security. 

Quoth she , Some say, the soul's secure 205 

Against distress and forfeiture ; 
Is free from action , and exempt 
From execution and contempt ; 
And to be summon'd to appear 

In th' other world's illegal here ; 210 

And therefore few make any account 
Int' what incumbrauces they run't : 
For most men carry things so even 
Between this World, and Hell, and Hearen* 
Without the least offence to either, 215 

They freely deal in all together ; 
And equally abhor to quit 
This world for both, or both for it ; 
And when they pawn and danm their soals» 
They are but pris'nen 09 paroles. 220 
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For that (quoth he) *tis rational, 
Th* may be accountable in all: 
For when there is that intercourse 
Between divine and human pow'rs^ 

That all that we determine here 225 

Commands obedience every where. 
When penalties may be commuted 
For fines or ears , and executed. 
It follows , nothing binds so fast 

As souls in pawn and mortgage past: . 230 

For oaths are th* only tests and seals 
Of right and wrong, and true and false : 
And there's no other way to try 
The doubts of law and justice by. 

(Quoth she) What is it you would swear? 235 

There's no believing till I hear ; 
For, till they're understood, all tales 
(Like nonsense) are not true nor false. 

(Quoth he) When I resolv'd t* obey 
What you commanded th* oth^iNlay, 240 

And to perform my exercise, 
(As schools are wont) for your fair eyes, 
T' avoid all scruples in the case, 
I went to do't upon the place. 

But as the Castle is inehanted 245 

By Sidrophel the Witch, and haunted 
With evil spirits , as you know. 
Who took my Squire and me for two, 
Before I'd hardly time to lay 

Hy weapons by, and disarray, 250 

I heard a formidable noise. 
Loud as the Stentrophonic voice. 
That roar'd far off. Dispatch and strip, 
I'm ready with th' infernal whip. 

That shall divest thy ribs from skin, 255 

To expiate thy ling'ring sin. 
Th* hast broken perfidiously thy oath. 
And not perform'd thy plighted troth; 
But spar'd thy renegade back. 
Where th* hadst so great a prize at stake ; 260 
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Which now the fates have order*d me 

For penance and revenge to flea, 

Unless thou presently make baste ! 

Time is , time was : And there it ceasM. 

With which, though startled, I confess, 265 

Yet th' horrour of the thing, was less 

Than th* other dismal apprehension 

Of interruption or prevention ; 

And therefore , snatching up the rod, 

I laid upon my back a load ; 270 

Resolv*d to spare no flesh and blood. 

To make my word and honour good ; ^ 

Till tir'd and making truce at length. 

For new recruits of breath and strength, 

I felt the blows still ply'd as fast 276 

As if th' had been by lovers placM, 

In raptures of platonic lashing. 

And chaste contemplative bardashing ; 

WTien facing hastily about, 

To stand upon my guard and scout, 280 

I found th' infernal Cunning-man, 

And th* Under- witch his Caliban, 

With scourges Oike the Furies) arm'd. 

That on my outward quarters storm'd. 

In haste I snatch'd my weapon up, 285 

And gave their hellish rage a stop ; 

Call'd thrice upon your name, and fell 

Courageously on Sidrophel; 

Who , now transform'd himself t' a bear. 

Began to roar aloud, and tear; 290 

When I as furiously press' d on, 

3Cy weapon down his throat to run ; 

Laid hold on him ; but he broke loose. 

And tum'd himself from into a goose ; 

Div'd under water, in a pond, 295 

To hide himself from being found. 

In vain I sought him ; but , as soon 

As I perceiv'd him fled and gone, 

Prepar'd with equal haste and rage. 

His Under-sorcerer t' engage. 
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But bravely scorning to defile 
My sword with feeble blood and vile, 
I judg*d it better from a quick- 
Set hedge to cut a knotted stick, 

With which I furiously laid on 30S 

Till, in a harsh and doleful tone. 
It roar*d, hold for pity, Sir: 
I am too great a sufierer, 
AbusM, as you have been, b* a witch. 
But conjur*d into a worse caprich ; 310 

Who sends me out on many a jaunt. 
Old houses in the night to haunt. 
For opportunities t' improve 
Designs of thievery or love ; 

With drugs convey*d in drink or meat, 315 

All feats of witches counterfeit ; 
Kill pigs and geese with powder*d glass. 
And make it for enchantment pass ; 
With cow-itch meazle like a leper, 

And choak with fiunes of guiney pepper; 32Q 

Make leachers and their punks with dewtry. 
Commit fantastical advowtry ; 
Bewitch Hermetic-men to run 
Stark staring mad with manicon ; 

Believe mechanic Virtuosi 325 

Can raise *em mountains in Potoai; 
And , sillier than the antic fools, 
Take treasure for a heap of coals : 
Seek out for plants with signatures. 

To quack of universal cures : 330 

With figures ground on panes of glass 
Make people on their heads to pass ; 
And mighty heaps of coin increase, 
Beflected from a single piece, ^ 

To draw in fools , whose natural itches 335 

Incline perpetually to witches ; . 
And keep me in continual fears. 
And danger of my neck and ears ; 
When less delinquents have been scourg*d» 
And hemp on wooden anvil forg*d, 340 
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Which others for cravats hare worn 
Ahout their necks, and took a torn. 

I pity*d the sad punishment 
The wretched caitiff nnderwent. 

And left my drubbing of his bones, 345 

Too great an honour for pultrones ; 
For Knights are bound to feel no blows 
From paultry and unequal foes, 
Who, when they slash, and cut to pieces. 
Do ail with civilest addresses : 350 

Their horses never give a blow. 
But when they make a Jeg, and bow. 
I therefore spared his flesh, and prest him 
About the witch with many a question. 
Qnoth he. For many years he droTe 355 

A kind of broking-trade in love ; " 
£mploy*d in all th* intrigues « and trust 
Of feeble , speculative lust : 
Procurer to th* extravagancy. 

And crazy, ribaldry of fancy, 360 

By those the Devil had forsook. 
As things below him to provoke. 
But b*ing a virtuoso , able 
To smatter, quack, and cant, and dabble, 
He held his talent most adroit 365 

For any mystical exploit ; 
As others of his tribe had done. 
And rais*d their prices three to one : 
For one predicting pimp has th* odds 

Of chauldroDs of plain downright bawds. 370 

But as an elf (the Devil's valet) 
Is not so slight a thing to get ; 
For those that do his bus*ness best. 
In hell are us*d the ruggedest ; 

Before so meriting a person 375 

Cou*d get a grant, but in reversion, 
He serv*d two prenticeships , and longer, 
I* th* myst*ry of a lady-monger. 
For (as some write) a witch's ghost. 
As soon as from the body loos'd, 380 
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Becomes a pnney-imp itself 
And is another witch's elf. 
He, after searching far and near, 
* At length found one in Lancashire, 

With whom he bargained before-hand, , 385 

And, after hanging, entertained; 

Since which h* has play*d a thousand feats. 

And practis*d all mechanic cheats, 

Transformed himself to th* ugly shapes 

Of wolves and bears , baboons and apes, 390 

Which he has vary'd more than witches. 

Or Pharaoh's wizards cou'd their switches ; 

And all with whom h' has had to do, 

Tum'd to as monstrous figures too. 

Witness myself, whom h' has abus'd, 396 

And to this beastly shape reduc'd. 

By feeding me on beans and bease« 

He crams in nasty crevices. 

And turns to comfits by his arts. 

To make me relish for disserts, 400 

And one by one , with shame and fear. 

Lick up the candy'd provender. _ 

Beside But as h' was running on, « 

To tell what other feats h' had done. 

The Lady stopt his full career, 405 

And told him now 'twas time to hear: 

If half those things (said she) be true — ^ 

They're all , (quoth he,) I swear by you. 

Why then (said she,) That Sidrophel 

Has damn'd himself to th' pit of Hell ; 410 

Who , mounted on a broom , the nag 

And hackney of a Lapland bag, 

In quest of you came hither post. 

Within an hour (I'm sure) at most ; 

Who told me all you swear and say, • 415 

Quite contrary another way ; 

Vow'd that you came to him to know 

If you should carry me or no ; 

And would have hir'd him , and his imps. 

To be your match-makers and pimps, 420 
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T* engage the Devil on your side, 
And steal (like Proserpine) your bride. 
But he , disdaining to embrace 
So filthy a design and base, 

Yon fell to Tapouring and huffing, 425 

And drew upon him like a ruffin ; 
Surpriz*d him meanly unprepar'd. 
Before h* had time to mount his guard ; 
And left him dead upon the ground, 

With many a bruise and desperate womid : 430 

Swore you had broke and robb'd his house. 
And stole his talismanique louse, 
And all his new-found old inventions ; 
With flat felonious intentions ; 

Which he could bring out where he had« 435 

And what he bought them for, and paid. 
His flea, his morpion, and punese, 
H* had gotten for his proper ease. 
And all in perfect nnnutes made. 

By th* ablest artist of the trade ; 440 

Which (he could prove it) since he lost. 
He has been eaten up almost; 
t And all together might amount 

To many hundreds on account ; 

For which h* had got sufficient warrant 445 

To seize the malefactors errant, 
Without capacity of bail. 
But of cart's or horse's tail ; 
And did not doubt to bring the wretches 
To serve for pendulums to watches ; 450 

Which, modem virtuosos say. 
Incline to hanging every way. 
Beside , he swore , and swore 'twas true. 
That, e're he went in quest of you. 

He set a figure to discover 455 

If you were fled to Rye or Dover; 
And found it clear, that, to betray 
Yourselves and me, you fled this way: 
And that he was upon pursuit. 
To take you somewhere hereabout. 460 
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He TOwM he had inteO^ence 

Of all that past before and since ; 

And found that, e*er yon came to him, 

T* had been engaging life and limb 

About a case of tender conscience, 46& 

Where both abounded in your own sense ; 

Till Ralpho , by his light and grace. 

Had clear*d all scruples in the case ; 

And proy'd that you might swear and own 

Whatever'd by 'the wicked done, 470 

For which , most basely ifO requite 

The service of his gifts and lights 

You strove to obUge him by main force. 

To scourge his ribs instead of yours ; 

But that he stood upon his guard, 475 

And all your yapouring out-dar'd ; 

For which, between you both, the feat 

Has never been performed as yet. 

While thus the Lady talked, the Knight 
Tum'd th* outside of his eyes to white, 480 

(As men of inward light are wont 
To turn their optics in upon't) 
He wonder*d how she came to know 
What he had done, and meant to do ; 
Held up his affidavit-hand, 485 

As if h* had been to be arraign*d ; 
Cast t* wards the door a ghastly look. 
In dread of Sidrophel, and spoke : 

Madam, if but one word be true 
Of all the Wizard has told you, ' 490 

Or but one' single circumstance 
In all th* apocryphal romance. 
May dreadful earthquakes swallow down 
This vessel, that is all your own ; 

Or may the heavens fall, and cover 495 

These reliques of your constant lover. 

Tou have provided well , quoth she, 
(I thank you) for yourself and me. 
And shewn your presbyterian wits 
Jump punctual with the Jesuits ; 500 
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A most compendious way, and cIti], 

At once to cheat the world , the Deyil, 

And Heaven and Hell, yourselves, and those 

On whom yon vainly think t* impose. 

Why then (qnoth he) may Hell surprize — 505 

That trick (said she) will not pass twice : 

Fve learnM how far I*m to believe 

Your pinning oaths upon your sleeve. 

But there's a better way of clearing 

What you would prove than downright swearing : 510 

For if you have perform*d the feat, 

The blows are visible as yet, 

Enough to serve for satisfaction 

Of nicest scruples in the action : 

And if you can produce those knobs, 515 

Although they're but tljie witch's drubs, 

I'll pass them all upon account. 

As if your natural self had done't; 

Provided that they pass th* opinion 

Of able juries of old women, 520 

Who , us'd to judge all matter of facts 

For bellies, may do so for backs. 

Madam, (quoth he,) yout love's a million; 
To do is less than to be willing. 

As I am, were it in my power, 525 

T* obey, what you command , and more : 
But for performing what you bid, 
I thank you as much as if I did. 
Tou know I ought to have a care 

To keep my wounds from taking air : 530 

For wounds in those that are all heart. 
Are dangerous in any part. 

I find (quoth she) my goods and chattels 
Are like to prove but mere drawn battels ; 
For still the longer we contend, 535 

We are but farther oflF the end. 
Bus granting now we should agree. 
What is it you expect from me ? 
Tour plighted faitii (quoth he) and word 
Tou past in heaven on record. 540 
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Where all contracts , to haye and t* hold. 

Are eyerlastingly enroU'd : 

And if *tis counted treason here 

To raze records, *tis much more there. 

Quoth she , There are no bargains driv'n, 545 

Nor marriages clapp*d up, in Heav*n, 
And that's the reason , as some guess, 
There is no heav*n in marriages ; , 

Two things that naturally press 

Too narrowly to be at ease. 550 

Their business there is only love, 
Which marriage is not like t' improve : 
Love , that's too generous to abide 
To be against its nature ty*d ; 

For where *tis of itself inclin'd, 565 

It breaks loose when it is confin'd ; 
And like the soul, its harbourer. 
Debarred the freedom of the air, 
Disdains against its will to stay. 

But struggles out, and flies away; 560 

And therefore never can comply 
To endure the matrimonial tie. 
That binds the female and the male, 
Where th* one is but the other's bail ; 

Like Koman gaolers , when they slept, 565 

Chained to the prisoners they kept ; 
Of which the true and faithfullest lover 
Gives best security to suffer. 
Marriage \s but a beast, some say. 

That carries double in foul way ; 570 

And therefore 'tis not to b* admir*d, 
It should so suddenly be tir*d ; 
A bargain at a venture made, 
Between two partners in a trade ; 

{For what's inferr'd by t* have and t* hold, 575 

But something past away, and sold ?) 
That as it makes but one of two. 
Reduces all things else as low ; 
And, at the best, is but a mart 
Between the one and th* other part, 580 
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That on the marriage-day is paid. 

Or hour of death, the bet is laid ; 

And all the rest of better or worse. 

Both are but losers out of purse. 

For when upon their ungot heirs 585 

Th* entail themselyes , and all that's theirs. 

What blinder bargain e'er was driv'n. 

Or wager laid at six and seven ? 

To pass themselves away, and turn 

Their childrens* tenants e'r^ they're bom ? 590 

Beg one another idiot 

To guardians , e'er they are begot ; 

Or ever shall, perhaps, by th* one. 

Who's bound to vouch 'em for his own. 

Though got b* implicit generation, 595 

And gen'ral club of all the nation ; 

For which she's fortify'd no less 

Than all the island , with four seas ; 

Exacts the tribute of her dowei 

In ready insolence and power; 600 

And makes him pass away to have 

And hold, to her, himself, her slave. 

More wretched than an ancjent villain, 

Condemn'd to drudgery and tilling ; 

While all he does upon the by, 605 

She is not bound to justify. 

Nor at her proper cost and charge 

Maintain the feats he does at large. 

Such hideous sots were those obedient 

Old vassals to their ladies regent ; , 610 

To give the cheats the eldest hand 

In foul play by the laws o' th' land ; 

For which so many a legal cuckold 

Has been ran down in courts and truckeld : 

A law that most unjustly yokes 615 

All Johns of Stiles to Joans of Nokes, 

Without distinction of degree. 

Condition , age , or quality : 

Admits no power of revocation. 

Nor valuable consideration, 620 
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Nor writ of error, nor reverse 

Of Judgment past, for better or worse: 

Will not allow the priviledges 

That beggars challenge under hedges. 

Who, when they're griey'd, can make dead hones 625 

Their spiritual judges of divorces ; 

While nothing else but Rem in Re 

Can set the proudest wretches free ; 

A slavery beyond enduring, 

But that *tis of their own procuring, 630 

As spiders never seek the fly, 

But leave him, of himself, t* apply. 

So men are by themselves employ*d. 

To quit the freedom they enjoy'd. 

And run their necks into a noose, 635 

They'd break *em after to break loose : 

As some whom Death would not depart. 

Have done the feat themselves by art; 

Like Indian widows , gone to bed 

In flaming curtains to the dead ; 640 

And men as often dangled for*t. 

And yet will never leave the, sport. 

Nor do the ladies want excuse 

For all the stratagems they use 

To gain the advantage of the set, 645 

And lurch the amorous rook and cheat : 

For as the Pythagorean soul 

Runs through all beasts, and fish and fowl. 

And has a smack of ev*ry one. 

So love does, and has ever done; 650 

And therefore, though *tis ne*er so fond, « 

Takes strangely to the vagabond. 

*Tis but an ague that's reverst. 

Whose hot fit takes the patient first, 

That after bums with cold as much 655 

As ir'n in Greenland does the touch ; 

Melts in the furnace of desire 

Like glass, that's but the ice of fire; ^ 

And when his heat of fancy's over. 

Becomes ajs hard and frail a lover. 660 
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For when he*8 with loye-powder laden, 

And prim'd and cock*d by Hiss or Madam, 

The smallest sparkle of an eye 

Gire fire to his artillery; 

And off the lond oaths go ; but while 665 

They*Jre in the very act, recoil. 

Hence *tis so few dare take their chance 

Without a sep'rate maintenance ; 

And widows, who have try*d one lover; 

Trust none again, *till th* have made over ; 670 

Or if they do, before they marry, 

The foxes weigh the geese they carry ; 

And e*re they venture o'er a stream. 

Know how to size themselves and them ; 

Whence wittiest ladies always choose 675 

To undertake the heaviest goose : 

For now the world is grown so wary. 

That few of either sex dare marry. 

But rather trust on tick t* amours. 

The cross and pile for better or worse ; 680 

A mode that is held honourable. 

As well as French, and fashionable: 

For when it falls out for the best. 

Where both are incommoded least. 

In soul and body two unite, 685 

To make up one hermaphrodite. 

Still amorous, and fond, and billing. 

Like Philip and Mary on a shilling, 

Th* have more punctilios and capriches 

Between the petticoat and breeches, 690 

More petulant extravagances. 

Than poets make *em in romances. 

Though when their heroes *sponse the dame8» 

We hear no more of charms and flames : 

For then their late attracts decline, 695 

And turn as eager as prick*d wine ; 

And all their catterwauling tricks. 

In earnest to as jealous piques ; 

Which the ancients wisely signify*d. 

By th* yellow mantos of the bnde : 700 
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For yealoasy is but & kind 
Of clap and grincam of the mind. 
The natural effects of love. 
As other flames and aches prove : 

But all the mischief is , the doubt 705 

On whose account they first broke out. 
For though Chineses go to bed. 
And lie in, in their ladies stead, 
And for the pains they took before. 

Are nurs*d and pampered to do more 710 

Our green men do it worse, when th* hap 
To fair in labour of a clap : 
Both lay the child to one another: 
But who's the father, who the mother, 
*Tis hard to say in multitudes, 715 

Or who imported the French goods. 
But health and sickness b*ing all one. 
Which both engag'd before to own. 
And are not with their bodies bound 

To worship , only when they're sound, 720 

Both give and take their equal shares 
Of all they suffer by false wares : 
A fate no lover can divert 
With all his caution, wit, and art. 

For 'tis in vain to think to guess 725 

At wcmen by appearances. 
That paint and patch their imperfections 
Of intellectual complexions. 
And daub their tempers o'er with washes 
^ As artificial as their faces ; 730 

Weard under vizard-masks their talents 
And mother-wits before their gallants, * 

Until they're hamper'd in the noose. 
Too fast to dream of breaking loose ; 

When all the flaws they strove to hide 735 

Are made unready with the bride, 
That with her wedding-clothes undresses 
Her complaisance and gentilesses, 
Tries all her arts to take upon her 
The government from th* easy owner; 740 
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Until the wretch is glad to wave 

His lawful right, and turn her slave ; 

Find all his having, and his holding, 

Reduc*d t* eternal noise and scolding ; 

The conjugal petard , that tears 745 

Down all portcullisses of ears , 

And make the volley of one tongne 

For all their leathern shields too strong; 

When only arra*d with noise and nails , 

The female silk-worms ride the males , 750 

Transform *em into rams and goats , 

Like Sirens, with their charming notes ; 

Sweet as a screech-owl's serenade , 

Or those enchanting murmurs made 

By th' husband mandrake aifd the wife , 755 

Both bury*d (like themselves) alive. 

Quoth he, These reasons are but strains 
Of wanton, over-heated brains , 
Which ralliers, in their wit, or drink , 

Do rather wheedle with than think. 760 

Man was not man in paradise , 
Until he was created twice , 
And had his better half, his bride , 
Car^*d from the original, his side , 

T* amend his natural defects , 765 

And perfect his recruited sex ; 
Inlarge his breed at once, and lessen 
The pains and labour of increasing, 
By changing them for other cares , 
, As by his dry'd-up paps appears. 770 

His body, that stupendous frame , 
Of all the world the anagram , 
Is of two equal parts compact, 
In shape and symmetry eyact. 

Of which the left and female side 775 

Is to the manly right a bride ; 
Both join*d together with such art , 
That nothing else but death can part. 
Those heav*nly attracts of yours, your eyes, 
And face, that all the world surprize, 780 

Butter. IS 
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That dazzle all that look upon ye , 

And scorch all other ladies tawny , 

Those ravishing and charming graces 

Are all made up of two half faces , 
i That in a mathematic line , 785 

Like those in other heavens, join» 

Of which if either grew alone , 

T* would fright as much to look upon: 
' And so would that sweet bud, your lip, 
( Without the other's fellowship. 790 

Our noblest senses act by pairs ; 

Two eyes to see; to hear, two ears; 

Th* intelligencers of the mind. 

To wait upon the soul design*d ; * 

But those that serve the body alone, 796 

Are single, and confin*d to one. 

The world is but two parts, that meet 

And close at th* equinoctial fit ; 

And so are all the works of nature, 

Stump*d with her signature on matter; 80O 

Which aU her creatures, to a leaf, 

Or smallest blade of grass receive} 

All which sufficiently declare , 

How entirely marriage is her care. 

The only method that she uses 805 

In all the wonders she produces: 

And those that take their rules from her. 

Can never be deceiv*d, nor err. 

For what secures the civil life , 

But pawns of children, and a wife? , 810 

That lie like hostages at stake. 

To pay for all men undertake ; 

To whom it is as necessary 

As to be bom and breathe* to marry; 

So universal all mankind , 815 

In nothing ^e, is of one mind. 

For in what stupid age, or nation. 

Was marriage ever out of fashion? 

Unless among the Amazons, 
i Or cloister*d friars, and vestal nuns; 820 
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Or Stoickfl, who, to bar the freaks 

And loose excesses of the sex, 

Prepost*rously wou'd hare all women 

Tnm*d up to all the world in common. 

Though men would find snch mortal fends , 825 

In sluuring of their public goods, 

'Twould put them to more charge of lires. 

Than they're supply'd with now by wires; 

Until they graze, and wear their clothes. 

As beasts do, of their natiye growths : 830 

For simple wearing of their horns 

Will not suffice to serye their turns , 

For what can we pretend t* inherit. 

Unless the marriage-deed will bear it? » 

Could claim no right to lands or rents » 835 

But for our parents* settlements ; 

Had been but younger sons o* th* earth , 

Debarr*d it all, but for our birth. 

What honours or estates of peers, 

€ou*d be preserv*d but by their heirs? 840 

And what security maintains 

Their right and title, but the banes? 

What crowns could be hereditary. 

If greatest monarchs did not marry. 

And with their consorts consummate 845 

Their weightiest interests of state? 

For all the amours of princes are 

But guarantees of peace or war. 

Or what but marriage has a charm 
' The rage of empires to disarm, 850 

Hake blood and desolation cease* 

And fire and sword unite in peace. 

When all their fierce contest for forage 

Conclude in articles of marriage ? 

Kor does the genial bed proTide 855 

Less for the int*rests of the bride ; 

Who else had not the least pretence 

T* as much as due beneyolence ; 

Could no more title take upon her 
< To Tirtue, quality, and honour, 800 
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Than ladies-errant, nnconfin'd, 
And feme-coverts t* all mankind 
All women would be of one piece , 
The virtuous matron and the miss; 

The nymphs of chaste Diana's train, 865 

The same with those in Jj€wkner*s Lane ; 
But for the difference marriage makes 
*Twixt wives and ladies of the lakes ; 
Besides the joys of place and birth. 

The sex*s paradise on earth; 870 

A privilege so sacred held, 
That none will to their mothers yield; 
But rather than not go before , 
♦ Abandon Heaven at the door. 

And if th' indulgent law allows 875 

A greater freedom to the spouse , 
The reason is, because the wife 
Runs greater hazards of her life ; 
Is trusted with the form and matter 
, Of all mankind by carefnl nature; 880 

Where man brings nothing but the stuff 
She frames the wond'rous fabric of; 
Who therefore, in a streight, may freely 
Demand the clergy of her belly. 

And make it save her the same way 885 

It seldom misses to betray; 
Unless both parties wisely enter 
Into the liturgy indenture , 
And though some fits of small contest 

Sometimes fall out among the best; ^ 890 

That is no more than ev'ry lover 
Does from his hackney-lady suffer ; 
That makes no breach of faith and love , 
But rather (sometimes) serves t* improve. 
For as in running, ev'ry pace 895 

Is but between two legs a race. 
In which both do their utte most 
To get before, and win the post, 
Yet when they're at their race's ends. 
They're still as kind and constant friendi, 900 
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And, to relieve their weariness , 
By turns give one another ease; 
So all those false alarms of strife 
Between the husband and the wife , 

And little quarrels, often prove 905 

To be but now recruits of love ; 
When those wh* are always kind or coy , 
In time must ei^er tire or cloy. 
Nor are their loudest clamours more , 

Than as they're relish*d, sweet or sour; 910 

Like music, that proves bad or good,' 
According as 'tis understood. 
In all amours, a lover bums 
With frowns as well as smiles by turns ; 
And hearts have been as oft with sullen 915 

As charming looks surpriz'd and stolen. 
Then why should more bewitching clamour 
~ Some lovers not as much enamour? 
For discords make, the sweetest airs.^ 
And curses are a kind of pray'rs ; 920 

Too slight alloys for all tho^e grand 
Felicities by marriage gain'd. 
For nothing else has pow'r to settle 
Th' interests of love perpetual ; 

An act and deed, that makes one heart 925 

Becomes another's counter-part. 
And passes fines on faith and love , 
InroU'd and register'd above , 
To seal the slippery knots of vows , 

Which nothing else but death can loose. 930 

And what security's too strong , 
To guard that gentle heart from wrong , 
That to its friend is glad to pass 
Itself away, and all it has ; 

And, like an anchorite, gives over 935 

This world for th' heaven of a lover ? 

I grant (quoth she) there are some few 
Who take that course, and find it true ; 
But milUons whom the same does sentence 
To heav'n b' another way — repentance. 940 
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Loye*s arrows are but shot at rovers ; 

Thongb all they hit, they tnm to lovers ; 

And all the weighty consequents 

Depend upon more blind eventsi 

Than gamesters, when they play a set 9^ 

With greatest cunning at piquet. 

Put out with caution, but take in 

They know not what, unsight, unseen. 

For what do lovers, when they're fast 

In one another's arms embrac't, 950 

But strive to plunder, and convey 

Each other, like a prize, away? 

To change the property of selves, 

As sucking children are by elves? 

And if they use their persons so , 955 

What will they to their fortunes do ? 

Their fortunes ! the perpetual aims 

Of all their extasies and flacmes. 

For when the money's on the book. 

And, All my worldly goods — but spoke, 960 

(The formal livery and seizin 

That puts a lover in possession,) 

To that alone the bridegroom's wedded ; 

The bride a flam, that's superseded. 

To that their faith is still made good , 965 

And all the oaths to us they vow'd: 

For when we once resign our pow'rs , 

W' have nothing left; we can call ours : 

Our money's now become the Miss 

Of all your lives and services ; 970 

And we forsaken, and postpon'd ; 

But bawds to what before we own* d ; 

Which, as it made y* at first gallant tts» 

So now hires others to supplant us , 

Until 'tis all tum'd out of doors , 975 

(As we had been) for new amours : 

For what did ever heiress yet 

By being bom to lordship get? 

When the more lady sh* is of manours, 

She's but expos'd to more trepanuers , 980 
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Pays for their projects and designs, 

And for her own destmction fines; 

And does bat tempt them with her riches , 

To nse her as the Dey'l does witches ; 

Who takes it for a special grace 985 

To be their colly for a space, 

That when the time's expir*d, the drasels 

For eyer may become his yassals: 

So she, bewitch*d by rooks and spirits, 

Betrays herself, and all sh* inherits ; 990 

Is bonght and sold, like stolen goods. 

By pimps, and match-makers, and bawds, 

Until they force her to conyey. 

And steal the thief himself away. 

These are the eyerlasting fruits 995 

Of all yonr passionate loye-snits, 

Th* effects of all your amorons fancies 

To portions and inheritances ; 

Your loye sick rapture for fruition 

Of dowry, jointure, and tuition ; 1000 

To which you make address and courtship ; 

And with your bodies striye to worship , 

That th* infants* fortunes may partake 

Of loye too, for the mother's sake. 

For these you play at purposes, 1005 

And loye your love*s with A*s and B*s; 

For these at Beste and L*Ombre woo. 

And play for loye and money too ; 

Striye who shall be the ablest man 

At right gallanting of a fan ; 1010 

And who the most genteely bred 

At sucking of a yizard-bead ; 

How best t*accost us in all quarters ; 

T* our question — and command new Garters ; 

And solidly discourse upon 1015 

All sorts of dresses. Pro and Con. 

For there*s no mystery nor trade , 

But in the art of loye is made , 

And when yon haye more debts to pay 

Than Michaehnas and Lady-Day, 1020 
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And no way possible to do*t, 

Bat love and oaths, and restless suit, 

To us y' apply to pay the scores 

Of all your cully* d, past amours: 
r Act o'er your flames and darts again , 1025 

And charge us with your wounds and pain ; 

Which others influences long since 

Have charm* d your noses with and shins; 

For which the surgeon is unpaid, 
( And like to be, without our aid. 1030 

Lord! what an am*rous thing is want! 

How debts and mortgages inchant ! 

What graces must that lady hare 

That can from executions save ! 

What charms that can reverse extent, 1035 

And null decree and exigent! 

What magical attracts and graces , 

That can redeem from Scire facias! 

From bonds and statutes can discharge, 
^ And from contempts of courts enlarge ! 1040 

' These are the highest excellencies 

Of all your true or false preteiices: 

And you would damn yourselves, and swear 

As much t* an hostess dowager^ 
< Grown fat and pursy by retidl 1045 

Of pots of beer and bottled ale ; 

And find her fitter for your turn ; 

For fat is wondrous apt to bum ; 

Who at your flames would soon take fire. 

Relent, and melt to your desire , 1050 

And, like a candle in the socket, 

Dissolve her graces int* your pocket. 
By this time 'twas grown dark and late , 

When they heard a knocking at the gate, ^ 

Laid on in haste with such a powder, 1056 

The blows grew louder still and louder; 

Which Hudihrass as if th' had been 

Bestow'd as freely on his skin. 

Expounding, by his inward light, 
« Or rather more prophetic fright, 1060 
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To be the Wizard, come to search. 

And take him napping in the Im'ch, 

Tam*d pale as ashes or a clout: 

Bat why or wherefore is a doubt: 

For men will tremble, and turn paler 1065 

With too much or too little valour. 

His he^art laid on, as if it try'd 

To force a passage through his side , 

Impatient (as he vow'd) to wait 'em , 

But in a fury to fly at 'em; 1070 

And therefore beat, and laid about. 

To find a cranny to creep out. 

But she, who saw in what a taking 

The Knight was by his furious quaking. 

Undaunted cry'd. Courage, Sir Knight; 1075 

Know, I'm resolv'd to break no rite 

Of hospitality t' a stranger; 

But, to secure you out of danger , 

Will here myself stand sentinel , 

To guard this pass 'gainst Sidrophel. 1080 

Womep, you know , do seldom fail 

To make the stoutest men turn tail ; 

And bravely scorn to turn their backs 

Upon the desp'ratest attacks. 

At this the Knight grew resolute 1085 

As Ironside and Hardiknute: 

His fortitude began to rally. 

And out he cry'd aloud to sally. 

But she besought him to convey 

His conrage rather out o' th' way, 1090 

And lodge in ambush on the floor. 

Or fortify 'd behind a door ; 

That if t^e enemy shou'd enter. 

He might relieve her in th' adventure. 

Mean while they knock' d against the door 1095 

As fierce as at the gate before. 
Which made the Renegado Knight 
Relapse again t' his former fright. 
He thought it desperate to stay 
Till th' enemy had forc'd his way, 1100 
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But rather post himself, to senre 
The lady, for a fresh reserve. 
His duty was not to dispute, 
But what sh* had order*d execute ; 

Which he resolr'd in haste t* obey, ' 1105 

And therefore stoutly roarch'd away ; 
And all h' encounter*d fell upon , 
Though in the dark, and all alone ; 
Till fear, that braver feats performs 

Than eyer courage dar*d in arms, 1110 

Had drawn hun up before a pass. 
To stand upon his guard, and face : 
This he courageously invaded, 
, And having enter*d, barricado'd, 

Insconc'd himself as formidable 1115 

As could be underneath a table. 

Where he lay down in ambush close, 

T* expect th* arrival of his foes. 

Few minutes he had lain perdue , 

To guard his desp'rate avenue, 1120 

Before he heard a dreadful shout. 

As loud as putting to the rout , 

With which impatiently alarm'd, 

He fancy*d th* enemy had storm*d. 

And after ent*ring, Sidrophel, 1126 

Was fall'n upon the guards pell-mell: 

He therefore sent out all his senses , 

To bring him in intelligences , 

Which vulgars, out of ignorance , 

Mistake for falling in a tran e; 1130 

But those that trade in geomancy. 

Affirm to be the strength of fancy ; 

In which the Lapland Magi deal , 

And things incredible reveal. 

Mean while the foe beat up his quarters , 1135 

And storm*d the out-works of his fortress : 

And as another, of the same 

Degree and party, in arms and fame , 

That in the same cause had engag*d. 

And war with equal conduct wag*d, 1140 
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By yent'ring only bat to thrust 

His head a span beyond his post, 

B' a gen*ral of the eavaliers 

Was dragg*d thro* a window by th* ears; 

So he was serr'd in his redonbt, 114& 

And by the other end pollM out. 

Soon as they had him at their mercy , 
T^ey put him to the cudgel fiwcely, 
As if they'd scom*d to trade or baiter. 
By giving or by taking quarter: 1150 

They stoutly on bis quarters laid. 
Until his scouts came in t* his aid. 
For when a man is past his sense. 
There's no way to reduce him thence. 
But twinging him by th* earsj>r nose, 1155 

Or laying on of heavy blows ; 
And if that will not do the deed , 
To burning with hot irons proceed. 
No sooner was be come t* himself. 

But on his neck a sturdy elf 1160 

Clapp*d, in a trice, his cloven hoof. 
And thus attack'd him with reproof; 

Mortal, thou art betray*d to us 
B* our friend, thy Evil Genius , 

Who, for thy horrid perjuries , 1165 

Thy breach of faith, and turning lies. 
The Brethren*s privilege (against 
The wicked) on themselves, the Saints , 
Has here thy wretched carcass sent 

For just revenge and punishment; 11 70 

Which thou hast now no way to lessen. 
But by an open, free confession; 
For if we catch thee failing once, 
'Twill fall the heavier on thy bones. 

What made thee venture to betray, 1175 

And filch the lady's heart away? 
To spirit her to matrimony? — 
That which contracts all matches — money. 
It was th' inchantment of her riches 
That made m*apply f your croney witches, 1180 
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That^ in return, wou*d pay th* expe6ce , 
The wear and tear of conscience ; 
Which I cou*d have patch*d up, and tumM, 
For the hundredth part of what I eam*d. 

Didst thou not love her then? Speak true. 1185 

No more (quoth he) than I love you. — 
How would*st th* have us'd her, and her BaoQoy? — 
First turn*d her up to alimony ; 
And laid her dowry out in law. 

To null her jointure with a flaw, ' 1190 

Which I hefore-hand had agreed 
T* have put, on purpose, in the deed; 
And bar her widow's making over 
T* a friend in trust, or private lover. 

What made thee pick and chuse her out, 1195 

T* employ their sorceries about? — 
That which makes gamesters play with those 
Who have least wit, and most to lose . 

But didst thou scourge thy vessel thus. 
As thou hast damn'd thyself to us ? 1200 

I see you take me for an ass : 
*Tis true, I thought the trick wou'd pass 
Upon a woman well enough. 
As *t has been often found by proof. 

Whose humours are not to be won , . 1205 

But when they are impos*d upon. 
For love approves of all they do 
That stand for candidates, and woo. 

Why didst thou forge those shamehil lies 
Of bears and witches in disguise ? 1210 

That is no more than authors give 
The rabble credit to believe: 
A trick of following their leaders , 
To entertain their gentle readers ; 

And we have now no other way 1215 

Of passing all we do or say : 
Which, when *tis natural and true , 
Will be believM b* a very few. 
Beside the danger of offence. 
The fatal enemy of sense. 1220 
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Why did thou chnse that cursed sin , 
Hypocrisy, to set up in? 

Because it is in the thriving'st calling. 
The only Saints-bell that rings all in ; 
In which all churches are concem'd , 1225 

And is the easiest to be learn*d : 
For no degrees, unless th' employ*t , 
Can ever gain much, or enjoy*t: 
A gift that is not only able 

To domineer among the rabble, 1230 

But by the laws impower*d to rout , 
And awe the greatest that stand out; 
Which few hold forth against, for fear 
Their hands should slip, and come too near; 
For no sin else among the faints 1235 

Is taught so tenderly against. 

What made thee break thy plighted vows? — 
l^at wich makes others break a house , 
And hang, and scorn ye all, befdre 
Endure the plague of being poor. 1240 

Quoth he, I see you hare more tricks 
Than all your doating politicks, 
That are grown old, and out of fashion , 
Compar'd with your New Reformation ; 
That we must come to school to you, 1245 

To learn your more refin'd , and new. 

Quoth he, if you will give me leaye 
To tell you what I now perceive, 
Tou*ll find yourself an arrant chouse , 
If y* were but at a Meeting-House. — 1250 

*Tis true, quoth he, we ne*er come there. 
Because, w' have let 'em out by th* year. 

Truly, quoth he, you can't imagine 
What wond'rous things they will engage in: 
That as your fellow-fiends in Hell 1255 

Were angels all before they fell , 
So are you like to be agen, 
Compar'd with th' angels of us men. 

Quoth he, I am resolv'd to be 
Thy scholar in this mystery; 1260 
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And therefore first desire to know 
Some principles on which yon go. 

What makes a knaye a child of God, 
And one of ns? — A lirelihood. 

What renders heating ent of hrains, 1265 

And mnrder, godliness? — Great gains. 

What's tender conscience? — *Tis a botch. 
That will not bear the gentlest touch; 
Bnt breaking out, dispatches more 
Than th* epidemical*st plagne-sore. 1270 

What makes y* encroach npon our trade , 
And damn all others? — To be paid. 

What's orthodox, and trae beliOTing 
Against a conscience? — A good liring. 

What makes rebelling against Kings 1275 

A Good Old Cause? — Administrings. 

What makes all doctrines plain and clear? — 
About two hundred pounds a year. 

And that which was prov'd true before. 
Prove false again ? — Two hundred more. 1280 

What makes the breaking of all oaths 
A holy duty? — Food and cloaths. 

What laws and freedom, persecution? — 
B*ing out of pow*r, and contribution. 

What makes a church a den of thieyes ? — 1285 

A dean and chapter, and white sleeyes. 

And what would serve, if those were gone. 
To make it orthodox? — Our own. 

What makes morality a crime, 
' The most notorious of ihe time; 1290 

Morality, which both the Saints, 
And wicked too, cry out against? -^ 
'Cause grace and virtue are within 
Prohibited degrees of kin ; 

And therefore no true Saint allows 1295 

They shall be suffer'd to espouse ; 
For Saints can need no conscience. 
That with morality dispense ; 
As virtue's impious, when 'tis rooted 
^ In nature only, and not imputed: 1300 
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Bat why the wicked should do so. 
We neither know, or care to do. 

What's liberty of conscience, 
r th natnral and genuine sense ? 

•Tis to restore, with more security, 1305 

Rebellion to its ancient purity; 
And christian liberty reduce 
To th* elder practice of the Jews. 
For a large conscience is all one,' 
And signifies the same with none. 1310 

It is enough (quoth he) for once, i 
And has reprieT*d thy forfeit bones: 
Nick Maehiavel had ne*er a trick, 
(Though he gave his name to our Old Nick,) 
But was below the least of these, 1316 

That pass i* th* world for holiness. 

This said, the furies and the light 
In th* instant vanish'd out of sight , 
And left him in the dark alone , 
With stinks of brimstone and his own* 1320 

The Queen of Night, whose large conuasand 
Rules all the sea, and half the land. 
And over moist and crazy brains. 
In high spring-tides, at midnight reigns , 
Was now declining to the west, 1325 

To go to bed, and take her rest; 
When Hudibras, whose stubborn blows 
Deny'd his bones that soft repose , 
Lay still expecting worse and more , 

Stretch*d out at length upon the floor: 1330 

And though he shut his eyes as fast 
As if h* had been to sleep his last. 
Saw all the shapes that fear or wizards 
Do make the Deril wear for vizards. 

And pricking up his ears, to hark 1335 

If he cou*d hear too in the dark. 
Was first inyaded with a groan , 
And after, in a feeble tone. 
These trembling words: Unhappy wretch? 
What hast thou gotten by this fetch; 1340 



y Google 



240 SAMUEL BUTLER. , Part HI. 

Or all thy tricks, in this new trade, 

Thy holy brotherhood o* th* blade? 

By sauntring still on some adventure , 

And growing to thy horse a Centanre? 

To stuff thy skin with swelling knobs 1345 

Of cruel and hard-wooded drubs? 

For still th' hast had the worst on*t yet, 

As well in conquest as defeat. 

Night is the sabbath of mankind, 

To rest the body and the mind , 1350 

Which now thou art deny*d to keep. 

And cure thy labour*d corpse with sleep. 

The Knight, who heard the words, explained. 

As meant to him, this reprimand , 

Because the character did hit 1355 

Point-blank upon his case so fit r 

Believ'd it was some drolling spright , 

That staid upon the guard that night , 

And one of those h' had seen, and felt 

The drubs he had so freely dealt; 1360 

When, after a short pause and groan , 

The doleful Spirit thus went on : 

This 'tis t* engage with dogs and bears 
Pell-mell together by the ears , 

And, after painful bangs and knocks , 1365 

To lie in limbo in the stocks. 
And from the pinntlcle of glory 
Fall headlong into purgatory. 

(Thoyght he, this devil's full of malice. 
That on my late disasters rallies :) 1370 

Condemn'd to whipping, but declin'd it. 
By being more heroic-minded ; 
And at riding handled worse. 
With treats more slovenly and coarse : 
Engag'd with fiends in stubborn wars , 1375 

And hot disputes with conjurers ; 
And when tii' hadst bravely won the day , 
Wast fain to steal thyself away. 

I see, thought he, this shameless elf 
Wou'd fain steal me too from myself » 1380 
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That impudently dares to own 
What I have suffer'd for and done,) 
And now but rent'ring to betray. 
Hast met ^^ith vengeance the same way. 

Thought he, how does the Devil know 1385 

What *twas that I designed to do ? 
His office of intelligence , 
His oracles, are ceas*d long since ; 
And he knows nothing of the Saints, 

But what some treacherous spy acquiunts. 1390 

This is some pettifogging fiend , 
Some under door-keeper*8 friend's friend, 
That undertakes to understand , 
And juggles at the second-hand ; 

And now would pass for Spirit Po , 1395 

And all mens' dark concerns foreknow, 
I think I need not fear him for't; 
These rallying devils do no hurt. 
With that he rouz'd his drooping heart, 
And hastily cry'd out. What art? 1400 

A wretch (quoth he) whom want of grace 
Has brought to this unhappy place. 

I do believe thee, quoth the Kni^t; 
Thus far I'm sure th' art in the ri^; 
And know what 'tis that troubles thee, 1405 

Better than thou hast guess'd of me. 
Thou art some panltry, black^guard spright, 
Gondemn'd to drudg'ry in the night; 
Thou hast no work to do in th' houM, 
Nor half-penny to drop in shoes; 1410 

Without the raising of which sum. 
You dare not be so troublesome. 
To pinch the slatterns black and bine , 
For leaving you their work to do. 

This is your bus'ness good Pug-Robin, 1415 

And your diversion dnll dry-bobbing , 
T' entice fanattcks in the dirt, ' 
And wash them clean in ditches for't; 
Of which conceit you are so prood. 
At ev'ry jest you laugh akad, ' 1420 

Butler. 16 
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As now yoa wou*d have done by me. 
But that I barr*d your raillery. 

Sir (quoth the voice) y* are no such Sophi 
As you would have the world judge of ye. 
If you design to weigh our talents 1425 

I* the standard of your own false balance. 
Or think it possible to know 
Us ghosts as well as we do you; 
We, who hare been the ererlasting 
< Companions of your drubs and basting, 1430 

And never left you in contest, 
With male or female, man or beast. 
But proT*d as true t* ye, and entire. 
In all adventures, as your *Squire. 

Quoth he. That may be said as true 1435 

By the idlest pug of all your crew : 
For none cou*d have betray*d us worse 
Than those allies of ours and yours. 
But I have sent him for a token 

To your Low-Country Hogen-Mogen, 1440 

To whose infernal shores I hope 
He*ll swing like skippers in a rope. 
And if y* have been more just to me 
(As I am apt to think) than he , 

I am afraid it is as true , 1445 

What th' ill-affected say of you: 
T* have spous'd the Covenant and Cause, 
By holding up your cloven paws. 

Sir quotili the voice, *tis true, I grant, 
i We made and took the Covenant; 1450 

But that no more concerns the Cause 
Than other perj*ries do the laws , 
Which when they're prov*d in open court. 
Wear wooden peccadillo's for*t: 

And that's the reason Cov*nanters 1455 

Hold up their hands like rogues at bars. 

I see, quoth JBudibras, from whence 
These scandals of the Saints commence. 
That are but natural effects 
Of Satan's malice and his sects. . 1460 
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Those Spider-Saints, that hang by threads. 
Spun out 0* th* intrails of their heads. 

Sir, quoth the voice , that may as tme 
And properly be said of yon. 

Whose talents may compare with either, 1465 

Or both the other put together. 
For all the Independents do , 
Is only what yon forc'd *em to ; 
Too, who are not content alone 

With tricks to put the Devil down, 1470 

But must have armies rius*d to back 
The gospel-work you undertake ; 
As if artillery, and edge-tools , 
Were the only engines to save souls; 

While he, poor devil, has no pow*r 1475 

By force to run down and devour; 
Has ne*er a Classis ; cannot sentence 
To stools or poundage of repentance ; 
Is ty*d up only to design , 

T* entice, and tempt , and undermine , 1480 

In which you all his arts out-do. 
And prove yourselves his betters too. 
Hen^e *tis possessions do less evil 
Than mere temptations of the Devil, 

Which, all the horrid*st actions done , 1485 

Are charg*d in courts of law upon ; 
Because, unless they help the elf. 
He can do little of himself; 
And therefore where he*s best possess*d. 
Acts most against his interest; 1490 

Surprizes none, but those wh* have priests 
To turn him out, and exorcists, 
Supply'd with spiritual provision , 
And magazines of ammunition; 

With crosses, relicks, crucifixes, 1495 

Beads, pictures, rosaries, and pixes; 
The tools of working our salvation 
By mere mechanick operation ; 
With holy water, like a sluice. 
To overflow all aven«es. 1500 
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But those wh* ire utterly unarm'd 

T* oppose his entrance, if he storm*d , 

He never offers to surprize, 

Although his falsest enemies ; 

But is content to he their drudge , 1505 

And on their errands glad to trudge : 

For where are all your forfeitures 

Intrusted in safe hands hut ours ? 

Who are hut jailors of the holes , 

And dungeons where you clap up souls; 1510 

Like under-keepers, turn the keys , 

T' your mittimus anathemas ; 

And never boggle to restore 

The members you deliver o*er 

Upon demand, with fairer justice 1515 

Than all your convenanting Trustees; 

Unless to punish them the worse , 

Tou put them in the secular pow'rs. 

And pass their souls, as some demise 

The same estate in mortgage twice; 1520 

"When to a legal Utlegation 

Tou turn your excommunication , 

And for'a groat unpaid, that's due. 

Distrain on soul and body too. 

Thought he, 'tis no mean part of civil 1525 

State prudence to cajole the Devil; 
And not to haudle hhn too rough , 
When h* has us in his cloven hoof. 

*Tis true, quoth he, that intercourse 
Has pass'd between your friends and oim; 15S0 

That as you trust us, in our way, 
To raise your members, and to lay. 
We send you others of our own , 
Denounced to hang themselves or drown ; 
Or, frighted with our oratory, - 1535 

To leap down headlong many a story: 
Have us'd all means to propagate 
Tour mighty interests of state ; 
Laid out our spiritual gifts to further 
Tour great designs of rage and muartfaer. 1540 
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For if the Saints are nam'd from blood , 
We only have made that title good; 
And if it were but iu our power, 
We should not scruple to do more, 
,; And not be half a soul behind 1545 

Of all dissenters of mankind. 

Right, quoth the voice, and as I scorn 
To be ungrateful, in return 
Of all those kind good offices , 

I'll free you out of this distress, 1550 

And set you down in safety, where 
It is no time to tell you here. 
The cock crows, and the morn grows on , 
When *tis decreed I must be gone ; 

And if I leave you here till day , 1555 

You'll find it hard to get away. 

With that the Spirit grop'd about. 
To find th* inchanted hero out. 
And try'd with haste to lift him up ; ' 

But found his forlorn hope, his crup, 1560 

Unserviceable with kicks and blows , 
Beceiv'd from harden'd-hearted foes. 
He thought to drag him by the heels , 
Like Gresham carts, with legs for wheels; 
But fear, that soonest cures those sores 1565 

In danger of relapse to worse , 
€ame in t' assist him with it's aid 
And up his sinking vessel weigh'd. 
No sooner was he fit to trudge , 

But both made ready to dislodge. 1570 

The Spirit bors'd him like a sack 
Upon the vehicle his back ; 
And bore him headlong into th* hall , 
With some few rubs against the wall ; 

Where finding out the postern lock'd, 1575 

And th* avenues as strongly block'd, 
H* attack'd the window, storm'd the glass. 
And in a moment gain'd the pass ; t 
Thro' which he dragg'd the worsted souldier's 
• Fore-quarters out by the head and shoulders ; 1580 
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And caatioQsly began to scont, 

To find their fellow-cattle out. 

Nor was it half a minnte*s quest , 

E*re he retriev'd the champion's beast, 

Ty*d to a pale, instead of rack ; 1585 

But ne*er a saddle on his back. 

Nor pistols at the saddle-bow, 

Convey*d away the Lord knows how. 

He thought it was no time to stay , 

And let the night too steal away; 1590 

But in a trice advanc'd the Knight 

Upon the bare ridge, bolt upright: 

And groping out for Ralpho*s jade. 

He found the saddle too was stray*d , 

And in the place a lump of soap, 159& 

On which he speedily leap*d up ; 

And turning to the gate the rein , 

He kick'd and cudgeird on amain. 

While HudihraSy with equal haste , 

On both sides laid about as fast, 1600 

And spurr*d as jockies use to break , 

Or padders to secure, a neck; 

Where let us leave *em for a time. 

And to their Churches turn our rhyme ; 

To hold forth their declining state, 1605 

Which now come near an even rate. 
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CANTO n. 

THE ARGUMElfT. 
Th« Saints en^a^re in fierce Contests 
Abovt their Carud Interests; 
To share their sacrilegioos Preys, 
According to their Rates of Grace; 
Their yarions Frenzies to reform. 
When Croinwel left them in a Storm 
Till, in th' Effigy of Rvmps, the Rabble 
Bums aU their Grandees of the CabaL 



The learned write, an insect breeze 

Is but a mnngrel prince of bees, 

That falls before a storm on cows, 

And stings the founders of his house ; 

From whose corrupted flesh that breed 5 

Of rermin did at first proceed. 

So e*re the storm of war broke out. 

Religion spawn*d a Tarious rout 

Of petulant capricious sects. 

The maggots of corrupted texts , 10 

That first run all religion down. 

And after ev*ry swarm its own. 

For as the Persian Magi once 

Upon their mothers got their sons , p 

That were incapable t* enjoy 15 

That empire any other way ; 

So Presbyter begot the other 

Upon the good old Cause, his mother. 

Then bore them like the Deril's dam , 

Whose son and husband are the same. ' 20 

And yet no nat'ral tie of blood. 

Nor int'rest for the common good , 

Cou'd, when their profits interfered , 

Get quarter for each other*s beard. 

For when they thriv*d, they never fadg*d, 25 

But only by the ears engag*d: 

Like dogs that snarl about a bone , 

And play together when they've none , 

As by their truest characters , 

Thiir constant actions, plainly appears. 30 
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Rebellion now began, for lack 

Of zeal and plunder, to grow slack ; 

The Cause and Covenant to lessen. 

And Providence to b' out of season : 

For now there was no more to purchase 35 

0* th* King's Revenue, and the Churches, 

But all divided, shared, and gone , 

That us*d to urge the Brethren on ; 

Which forc*d the stubbom'st for the Cause , 

To cross the cudgels to the laws , 40 

That what by breaking them th' had galn'd. 

By their support might be maintain'd ; 

Like thieves , that in a hemp-plot lie 

Secur'd against the hue-and-cry ; 
< For Presbyter and Independant 45 

Were now tum'd plaintiff and defendant; 

Laid out their apostolic functions 

On carnal orders and injunctions; 

And all their precious Gilts and Graces 

On outlawries and seirs facias; 60 

At Michael's term had many a trial, 

Worse than the Dragon and St. Michael, 

Where thousands fell, in shape of fees , 

In|o the bottomless abyss. 
^ For when like brethren, and like friends, 55 

They came to share their dividents , 

And ev'ry partner to possess 

His Church and State Joint-Purchases, 

In which the ablest Saint and best. 

Was nam'd in trust by all the rest, 00 

To pay their money ; and , instead 

Of ev'ry Brother, pass the deed; 

He strait converted all his gifts 

To pious frauds and holy shifts; 
*' . And settled all the other shares 65 

Upon his outward man and's heirs ; 

Held all they claim'd as forfeit lands, 

Deliver'd up into his hands , 

And pass'd upon his conscience, 
^ By Pre-intail of Providence ; » 70 
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Impeach'd the rest for reprobates. 

That had no titles to estates. 

But by their spiritual attaints 

Degraded from the right of Saints. 

This b*ing reyeal'd, they now begnn 75 

With law and conscience to fall on. 

And laid about as hot and brain-sick 

As th* Utter Barrister of Swanswick; 

Engaged with money-bags as bold 

As men with sand bags did of old ; 80 

That brought the lawyers in more fees 

Than all unsanctify*d Trustees ; 

Till he who had no more to show 

I* Ui* case receiv'd the overthrow ; 

Or both sides having had the worst, 85 

They parted as they met at first. 

Poor Presbyter was now reduc'd, ■ 
Secluded, and cashiered, and chous'd! 
Tum*d out, and excommunicate 

From all affairs of Church and State ; 90 

Keform*d t* a reformado Saint, 
And glad to turn itinerant. 
To stroll and teach from town to town. 
And those be had taught up , teach down. 
And make those uses serve agen 95 

Against the new-enhghten*d men. 
As fit as when at first they were 
Keveal'd against the Cavalier ; 
Danm Anabaptist and Fanatic, 

As pat as Popish and Prelatic ; 100 

And with as little variation. 
To serve for any Sect i* th* nation. 
The Good Old Cause , which some believe 
To be the Dev*l that tempted Eve 

With knowledge, and does still invite 105 

The world to mischief with new Light, 
Had store of money in her purse 
When he took her for bett*r or worse ; 
But now was grown deform*d and poor. 
And fit to be turn'd out of door. 1 10 
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I 

The Independents (whose first station 
Was in the rear of refoimation^ 
A mungrel kind of charch-dragoons« 
That serY*d for horse and foot at once ; 
And in the saddle of one steed 115 

The Saracen and Christian rid; 
Were free of ev*ry spiritual order, 
To preach, and fight, and pray, and murder) 
No sooner got the start to lurch 

Both disciplines , of War and Church, 120 

And ProTidence enongh to run 
The chief commanders of *em down. 
But carryM on the war against 
The common enemy o* th* Saints, 

And in a while prevailM so far, 125 

To win of them the game of war, 
And be at liberty once more 
T* attack themselves, as th* had before. 

For now there was no foe in arms, 
T* unite their factions with alarms, 130 

But all reduced, and oyercome. 
Except their worst, themselyes at home, 
Wh* had compassM all they pray*d, and swore. 
And fought, and preach*d, and plundered for; 
Subdu*d the Nation, Church, and State, 135 

And all things , but their laws and hate : 
But when they came to treat and transact. 
And share the spoil of all th' had ransackt. 
To botch up what th' had torn and rent, 
Religion and the Government, 140 

They met no sooner, but prepar'd 
To pull down all the war had spar'd : 
Agreed in nothing, but t* abolish. 
Subvert, extirpate, and demolish^ 

For knaves and fools b'ing near of kin 145 

As Dutch Boors Sure t' a Sooterkin, 
Both parties join'd to do their best 
To damn the public interest. 
And herded only in consults, 
To put by one another's bolts ; 150 
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T* out-cant the Babylonian labonren, 

At all their dialects of jabberers, 

And tog at both ends of the saw, 

To tear down Groyeminent and Law. 

For as two cheats, that play one game, 15& 

Are both defeated of their aim ; 

So those who play a game of state. 

And only ca^il in debate, 

Although there's nothing lost or won, 

The public bus*ness is undone ; 160 

Which still the longer *tis in doing. 

Becomes the surer way to ruin. 

This , when the Royalists perceiv'd, 
(Who to their faith as firmly cleay'd. 

And own*d the right they had paid down 165 

So dearly for, the Church and Crown,) 
Th* united constanter, and sided 
The more , the more their foes divided. 
For though out-number'd , orerthrown 
And by the fate of war run down, 170 

Their duty neyer was defeated, 
Nor from their oaths and faith retreated ; 
For loyalty is still the same. 
Whether it win or lose the game ; 

True as the dial to the sun, 175 

Although it be not shin*d upon. 
But when these brethren in evil. 
Their adversaries , and the Devil, 
Began once more to shew them play,. 

And hopes, at least, to have a day, 180 

They rally*d in parades of woods. 
And unfrequented solitudes ; 
Convened at midnight in out-houses,. 
T* appoint new-rising rendezvouzes. 

And with a pertinacy unmatched, 185 

For new recruits of danger watch*d. 
No sooner was one blow diverted. 
But up another party started ; 
And, as if nature too, in haste 
To famish out supplies as fast* 190 * 
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Before her time, had ttim*d destraction 

T* a new and numerous production. 

No sooner those were orercome. 

But up rose others in their room. 

That, like the Christian faith, increast 195 

The more, the more they were supprest; 

Whom neither chains , nor transportation. 

Proscription, sale, or confiscation. 

Nor all the desperate events 

Of former try*d experiments, 200 

Nor wounds cou*d terrify, nor man^^g. 

To leave off loyalty and dangling ; 

Nor death (wi^ all his hones) afiHght 

From venturing .to maintain the right. 

From staking Hfe and fortune down 205 

*Gainst all together, for the Crown ; 

But kept the title of their cause 

From forfeiture , like claims in laws ; 

And prov'd no prosperous usurpation 

Can ever settle in the nation ; 210 

Until, in spight of force and treason. 

They put their loyalty in possession ; 

And, hy their constancy and faith, 

Destroy'd the mighty men of Gath. 

Toss*d in a furious hurricane, 215 

Did Oliver give up his reign ; 
And was helievM , as well by Saints, 
As mortal men and miscreants. 
To founder in the Stygian Ferry ; 

Until he was retriev*d by Stenry, 220 

Who , in a false erroneous dream. 
Mistook the New Jerusalem 
Profanely for the apocr3rphal 
False Heaven at the end o* th* Hall ; 

Whither it was decreed by Fate 225 

His precious reliques to translate. 
So Romultts was seen before 
B* as orthodox a Senator; 
From whose divine illumination 
He stole the Pagan revelation. 230 
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Next him his Son and Heir Apparent 
Succeeded, thongh a lame vicegerent; 
Who first laid by the Parliament, 
The only crutch on which he leant ; 

And then sunk underneath the State, 235 

That rode him above horseman's weight. 

And now the Saints began their reign. 
For which th' had yeam*d so long in vain, 
^nd felt such bowel-hankerings, 

To see an empire all of Kings. 240 

Deliver'd from the Egyptian awe 
Of Justice, GoTemment, and Law, 
And free t* errect what spiritual Cantons 
Should be revealM , or Grospel Hans-Towns, 
To edify upon the ruins 245 

01 John of Leyden*B old Out-goings; 
Who for a weather-cock hung up. 
Upon the Mother Church's top ; 
Was made a type, by Providence, 

Of all their revelations since ; 250 

And now fulfilled by his successors. 
Who equally mistook their measures : 
For when they came to shape the model. 
Not one could fit another's noddle ; 

But found their Light and Gifts more wide 255 

From fadging than th' unsanctify'd ; 
WTiile ev'ry individual brother 
Strove hand to fist against another; 
And still the maddest, and most crackt. 
Were found the busiest to transact : 260 

For though most hands dispatch apace. 
And make light work, (the proverb says,) 
Tet many difTrent intellects 

Are found t' have countrary effects ; , 

And many heads t'obstmct intrigues, 265 

As slowest insects have most legs. 

Some were for setting up a King ; 
But all the r^st for no such thing. 
Unless Kinff Jems. Others tamper'd 
Tot Fleetwood»Desbcrin^h,taid Lambert; 270 
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Some for the Rump; and some, more crafty. 
For Agitators, and the safety; 
Some for the GK)spel , and massacres 
Of Spiritual Affidavit-makers, 

That swore to any human regence, 275 

Oaths of supremacy and allegiance; 
Tea, though the ablest swearing Saint 
That T0uch*d the Bulls o* th* CoTenant: 
Others for pulling down th* high-places 
Of Synods and Provincial Classes, 280 

That us*d to make such hostile inroads 
Upon the Saints, like bloody Nmrodi.- 
Some for fulfilling proi^ecies. 
And th* expiration of th* excise ; 

And some against th* Egyptian bondage 285 

Of holy-days, and paying poundage : » , 

Some for the cutting down of groves. 
And rectifying bakers* loaves ; 
And some for finding out expedients 

Against the slav*ry of obedience. 290 

Some were for Gospel Ministers, 
And some for Red-coat Seculars, 
As men most fit t* hold forth the word. 
And wield the one and th* other sword. 
Some were for canning on the work 295 

Against the Pope, and some the TuriL; 
Some for engaging to suppress 
The Camisado of surplices. 
That gifts and dispensations hinder*d. 
And tum*d to th* Outward Man the Inward ; 300 

More proper for the cloudy night 
Of Popery than Grospe) Light. 
Others were for abolishing 
That tool of matrimony, a ring. 

With which th* unsanctify*d bridegroom 306 

Is marry*d only to a thumb; 
(As wise as ringing. of a pig, 
That us*d to break up ground, and dig;) 
The bride to nothing but her will, 
i. . That nuUs (he afiber-manriage stilL 310 
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Some were for th* niter extirpation 
Of linsey-woolsey in the nation ; 
And some against all idolising 
The Cross in shops-books, or Baptizing: 
Others to make all things recant 315 

The Christian or Surname of Saint ; 

And force all churches, streets, and towns, « 

The holy title to renounce. 
Some *gainst a Third Estate of Souls, 
And bringing down the price of coals : 320 

Some for abolishing black-pudding. 
And eating nothing with the blood in ; 
To abrogate them roots and branches ; 
While otiiers were for eating haunches 
Of warriors, and now and t£en, 325 

The flesh of Rings and mighty men ; 
And some for breaking of their bones 
^ With rods of ir'n , by secret ones ; 

For thrashing mountains, and with spells 

For hallowing carriers packs and bells : 330 

Things that the legend never heard of. 

But made the wicked sore afear*d of. 

The quacks of GoTemment (who sate 
At th* unregarded helm of State, 

And understood this wild confusion 335 

Of fatal madness and delusion. 
Must, sooner than a prodigy. 
Portend destruction to be nigh) 
Consider*d timely how t* withdraw. 

And save their wind-pipes from the law ; 340 

For one rencounter at the bar 
Was worse than all ih* had *scap*d in war; 
And therefore met in consultation, 
To cant and quack upon the nation ; 
Not for the sickly patient's sake, 345 

Nor what to give , but what to take ; 
To feel the pulses of their fees. 
More wise than fumbling arteries : 
Prolong the snuff of life in pain. 
And from the grave recover — Gain. 350 
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*Mong these there was a politician 
With more heads than a beast in vision, 
And more intrigues in ey'ry one 
Than all the whores of Babylon : 

So politic , as if one eye 355 

Upon the other were a spy, ^ 

That , to trepan the one to think 
The other blind, both strove to blink; 
And in his dark pragmatic way. 

As busy as a child at play. 360 

H* had seen three Gk)yernments run down, 
And had a hand in ev*ry one ; 
Was for *em and against *em all, 
But barbarous when they came to fall: 
For, by trepanning th* old to rain, 365 

He made his interest with the new one ; 
Play*d true and faithful, though against 
His conscience , and was still adyanc*d. 
For by the witchcraft of rebellion 

Transformed t* a feeble state-camelion, 370 

By giving aim from side to side. 
He never failed to save his tide. 
But got the start of ev'ry state. 
And at a change ne*er came too late ; 
Cou*d turn his word, and oath, and faith, 375 

As many ways as in a lath ; 
By turning, wriggle, like a screw, 
Int* highest trust, and out, for new. 
For when h* had happily incnrr'd, 

Instead of hemp , to be preferred* 380 

And pass*d upon a government. 
He play*d his trick, and out he went : 
But being out, and out of hopes 
To mount his ladder (more) of ropei, 

Wou*d strive to raise himself upon 385 

The public ruin, aqd his own ; 
So little did he understand 
The desperate feats he took in hand. 
For when h* had got himself a name 
For frand and tricks, he spoil'd his game; 390 
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Had forc*d his neck into a noose. 

To shew his play at fast and loose ; 

And when he chanced t* escape, mistook 

For art and subtlety, his luck. / 

So right his judgment was cut fit , 395 

And made a tally to his wit , 

And both together most profound 

At deeds of darkness under-ground; 

As th* earth is easiest uudermin*d 

By Termin impotent and blind. 40O 

By all these arts, and many more , 
H* had practis'd long and much before , 
Our state artificer foresaw 
Which way the world began to draw. 

For as old sinners have all points 405 

O* th* compass in their bones and joints , 
Can by their pangs and aches find 
All turns and changes of the wind , 
And better than by Napter*s bones 

Feel in their own the age of moons ; 410 

So guilty sinners in a state 
Can by their crimes prognosticate , 
And in their consciences feel pain 
Some days before a show*r of rain. 

He therefore wisely cast about, 415 

All ways he cou*d t* ensure his throat; 
And hither came, t* observe and smoke 
What courses other riskers took ; 
And to the utmost do his best 
To saye himself, and hang the rest. 420 

To match this Saint, there was another 
As busy and perverse a Brother , 
An haberdasher of small wares 
In politics and state affairs ; 

More Jew than Rabbi Achitophel, 425 

And better gifted to rebel : 
For when h* had taught his tribe to *spouse 
The Cause, aloft, upon one house , 
He scom*d to set his own in order. 

But try*d another, and went farther; 430 

Butter. I'ST 
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So suddenly addicted still 

To*s only principle, his will , 

That whatsoe'er it chanc*d to prove , 

Nor force of argument cou*d moTe ; 

Nor law, nor cavalcade of Ho*boni, 435 

Could render half a grain less stubborn. 

For he at any tin^e would hang 

For th* opportunity t* harangue ; 

And rather on a gibbet dangle , 

Than miss his dear delight, to wrangle ; 440 

In which his parts were so accomplisht. 

That, right or wrong, he ne*er was non*pIasht; 

But still his tongue ran on, the less 

Of weight it bore« with greater ease ; 

And with its everlasting clack 445 

Set all men*s ears upon the rack 

No sooner cou*d a hint appear , 

But up he started to picqueer , 

And made the stoutest yield to mercy, 

When he engag*d in controversy. 450 

Not by the force of carnal reason, 

But indefatigable teazing ; 

With vollies of eternal babble , 

And clamour more unanswerable. 

For though his topics, frail and weak, 455 

Cou*d ne*er amount above a freak , 

He still maintain'd *em, like his faults. 

Against the despVatest assaults ; * 

And back'd their feeble want of sense , 

With greater heat and confidence ; 460 

As bones of Hectors, when they differ. 

The more they're cudgeFd, grow the stiffer. 

Yet when his profit moderated. 

The fury of his heat abated: 

For nothing but his interest 465 

Cou*d lay his Devil of Contest. 

It was his choice, or chance, or curse, 

T' espouse the Cause for bett*r or worse , 

And with his worldly goods and wit. 

And soul and body, worship*d it: 470 
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But when he found the sullen trapes 
Possessed with th* Devil, wonns, and cla^is ; 
The Trojan mare» in foal with Greeks, 
Kot half so full of jadish tricks ; 

Though squeamish in her outward woman » 475 

As loose and rampant as Dol Common ; 
He still resolVd to mend the matter, 
T* adhere and cleave the obstinater; 
And still the skittisher and looser 
- \ Her freaks appeared, to sit the closer. 480 

For fools are stubborn in their way, 
As coins are harden*d by th* allay : 
And obstinacy's ne*er so stiff 
As when *tis in a wrong belief. 

These two^ with others, being met, 485 

And close in consultation set. 
After a discontented pause , 
And not without sufficient cause, 
The orator we nam*d of late. 

Less troubled with the pangs of State 490 

Than with his own impatience , 
To give himself first audience. 
After he had a while look*d wise. 
At last broke silence, and the ice. 

Quoth he. There's nothing makes me doubt 495 

Our last out-goiDg*s brought about. 
More than to see the characters « 

Of real jealousies and fears 
Not feign* d, as once, but, sadly horrid, 
Scor*d upon ev*ry Member's forehead; 600 

Who, 'cause the clouds are drawn together, ^ 

And threaten sudden change of weather* 
Feel pangs and aches of state-turns. 
And revolutions in their corns ; 

And, since our workings-out are cross'd , 505 

Throw up the Cause before 'tis lost. 
Was it to run away we meant. 
When, taking of the Covenant , 
The lamest cripples of the brothers 
Took oaths to run before all others ; 510 
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Bat in their own sense only swore 

To striTe to ran away before ; ' 

And now would prove, that words and oath 

Engage us to renounce them both? 

*Tis trae» the Cause is in the lurch, 515 

Between a Right and Mungrel-Church ; 

The Presbyter and Independent, 

That stickle which shall make an end on*t; 

As *twas made out to us the last 

Expedient — (I mean Marg*ret*s Fast,) 520 

When Providence had been subora*d. 

What answer was to be retum*d« 

Else why should tumults fright us now , 

We have so many times gone through? 

And understand as well to tame , 525 

As when they serve our turns t* inflame: 

Have proT*d how inconsiderable 

Are all engagements of the rabble. 

Whose frenzies must be reconcil*d , 

With drums and rattles, like a child; 530 

But never prov*d so prosperous. 

As when they were led on by us: 

For all our scourging of religion 

Began with tumult and sedition ; 

When hurricanes of fierce commotion 535 

Became strong motives to devotion; 

(As carnal seamen, in a storm , 

Turn pious converts, and reform;) 

When rusty weapons, with chalk*d edges , 
^ Maintain*d our feeble privileges ; 540 

And brown-bills levy*d in the City , 

Made bills to pass the Grand Committee ; 

When zeal, with aged clubs and gleaves. 

Gave chace to rochets and white sleeves. 

And made the Church, and State, and Laws, 545 

Submit t* old iron and the Cause. 

And as we thrived by tumults then. 

So might we better now agen. 

If we knew how, as then we did , 
^ To use them rightly in our need : 550 
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Tttniilts, by which the mutinous 

Betray themselyes instead of us. 

The hollow-hearted disaffected. 

And close malignant are detected. 

Who lay their Utos and fortunes down , 555 

For pledges to recure our own; 

And freely sacrifice their ears 

T* appease our jealousies and fears; 

And yet, for all these providences 

W* are offered, if we had our senses, 560 

We idly sit like stupid blockheads , 

Our hands conunitted to our pockets ; 

And nothing but our tongues at large , 

To get the wretches a discharge : 

Like men condemn*d to thunder-bolts , 565 

Who ere the blow, become mere dolts ; 

Or fools besotted with their crimes ; 

That know not how to shift betimes. 

And neither have the hearts to stay , 

Nor wit enough to run away ; 570 

Who, if we cou*d resolye on either. 

Might stand or fall at least together; 

No mean or triyial solaces 

To partners in extreme distress; 

Who ns*d to lessen their despairs, 575 

By parting them int* equal shares ; 

As if the more they were to bear. 

They felt the weight the easier ; 

And ey'ry one the gentler hung. 

The more he took iSs turn among. 580 

But *tis not come to that, as yet , 

If we had courage left, or wit ; 

Who, when our fate can be no worse^ 

Are fitted for the bravest course ; 

Have time to rally, and prepare 585 

Our last and best defence, despair : 

Despair, by which the gaUant'st feats 

Have been atchievM in greatest straits. 

And horrid*st danger safely wav*d. 

By being courageously out-brav*d; 590 
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As wounds by wider wounds are heard. 

And poisons by themselves expell*d: 

And so they might be now agen, 

If we were, what we should be, men ; 
^ And not so dully desperate , 595 

To side against ourselves with Fate ; 

As criminals, condemned to suffer. 

Are blinded first, and then tum'd over. 

This comes of breaking Covenants, 
^ And setting up Exauns of Saints , GOO 

That fine, like aldermen, for grace. 

To be excus'd the efficace. 

For spiritual men are too transcendent. 

That mount their banks for Independent, 
^ To hang like Mohamet in th* air , 605 

Or St. Ignatius at his prayer, 

By pure geometry, and hate 

Dependence upon Church or State ; 

Disdain the pedantry o* th* letter; 

And since obedience is better ; 610 

(The Scripture says) than sacrifice , 

Presume the less on*t will suffice ; 

And scorn to have the moderat*st stints 

Prescrib*d their peremptory hints , 
' Or any opinion, true or false , 615 

Declar'd as such, in doctrinals: 

But left at large to make their best on , 

Without b'ing call*d account or question , 

Interpret all the spleen reveals; 
^ As Whittington explained the bells; 620 

And bid themselves turn back agen 

Lord May'rs of New Jerusalem ; 

But look so big and over-grown , 

They scorn their edifiers t* own, 
^ Who taught them all their sprinkling lessons, 625 

Their tones, and sanctified evpressions 

Bestow*d their Gifts upon a Saint, 

Like Charity on those that want; 

And leam*d th* apocryphal bfgots 
'^ T* inspire themselves with short-hand notes ; 630 
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For which they scorn and hate them worse 

Than dogs and cats do sow-gelders. 

For who first bred them up to pray. 

And teach, the House of Commons Way? 

Where had they all their gifted phrases, 635 * 

But from our Calamys and Casef ? 

Without whose sprinkling and sowing. 

Who e*er had heard of N\je or Owen ? 

Their dispensations had been stifled , 

But for our Adoniram By field; 640 

And had they not begun the war, 

Th* had ne*er been sainted , as they are : 

For Saints in peace degenerate , 

And dwindle down to reprobate ; 

Their zeal corrupts, like standing water, 645 

In th* intervals of war and slaughter; 

Abates the sharpness of its edge , 

Without the power of sacrilege. 

And though theyVe tricks to cast their sins 

As easy as serpents do their skins, 650 

That in a while grow out agen , 

In peace they turn mere carnal men , 

And from the most refined of saints, 

As naturally grow miscreants , 

As barnacles turn Soland geese 655 

In th* Islands of the Orcades, 

Their dispensation's but a ticket , 

For their conforming to the wicked ; 

With whom the greatest diflPerence 

Lies more in words, and shew, than sense. 660 

For as the Pope, that keeps the gate 

Of Heaven, wears three crowns of state ; 

So he that keeps the gate of Hell , 

Proud Cerberus, wears three heads as well : 

And if the world has any troth , 665 

Some have been canonizM in both. 

But that which does them greatest harm , 

Their spiritual gizzards are too warm. 

Which puts the over-heated sots 

In fevers still, like other goats. 670 
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^ For though the Whore bends Hereticks 

With flames of fire, like crooked sticks » 
Our Schismaticks so vastly differ, 
Th* hotter th* are, they grow the stiffer; 
Still settiog off their spiritual goods 675 

With fierce and pertinacious feuds. 
For zeal's a dreadful termagant. 
That teaches Saints to tear and rant , 
And Independents to profess 

The doctrine of dependences : 680 

Turns meek, and secret, sneaking ones. 
To raw-heads fierce and bloody-bones: 
And, not content with endless quarrels 
Against the wicked, and their morals , 
The Gibellinet, for want of Guelphs, 68& 

Divert their rage upon themselves. 
For now the war is not between 
The Brethren and the Men of Sin, 
But Saint and Saint, to spUl the blood 
Of one another's brotherhood; 690 

Where neither side can lay pretence 
To liberty of conscience , 
Or zealous suffring for the Cause, 
To gain one groat'sworth of applause; 
For though endur*d with resolution, 695 

*Twill ne*er amount to persecution. 
Shall precious Saints, and secret ones , 
Break one another's outward bones. 
And eat the flesh of Brethren, 

Instead of Kings and mighty men ? TOO 

When fiends agree among themselves. 
Shall they be found the greatest elves? 
When BelVs at union with the Drotgony 
And BcuU'Peor friends with Dagoti, 

When savage bears agree with bears , 705 

Shall secret ones lug Saints by th* ears. 
And not atone their fatal wrath. 
When common danger threatens both? 
Shall mastiffs, by the coller pull'd, 
£ngag*d with bulls, let go their hold, 710 
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And Saints, whose necks are pawn*d at stake » 

Ko notice of the danger take ? 

But though no pow*r of Heay'n or Hell 

Can pacify fanatic zeal , 

Who won*d not guess there might be hopes, 715 

The fear of gallowses and ropes. 

Before their eyes, might reconcile 

Their animosities a while ; 

At least until th* had a clear stage , 

And equal freedom to engage, 720^ 

Without the danger of surprize 

By both our common enemies? 

This none but we alone cou*d doubt, 
Who understand their workings out; 

And know them, both in soul and conscience, 725 

GiT*n up t* as reprobate a nonsense 
* As spiritual out-laws, whom the pow*r 

Of miracle can ne*er restore : 
We, whom at first they set up under. 
In roTelation only of plunder, 730 

Who since haye had so many trials 
Of their encroaching self-denials. 
That rook*d upon as with design 
To out-reform, and undermine ; 

Took all our interest and commands 735 

Perfidiously out of our hands ; 
InTolv*d us in the guilt of blood 
Without the motive gains allowM, 
And made us serve as ministerial , 

Like younger sons of Father Belial; 740 

And yet^ for all th* inhuman wrong 
Th* had done us and the Cause so long. 
We never fail to carry on 
The work still as we had begun; 

But true and faithfully obey'd 745 

And neither preachM them hurt, nor pray*d ; 
Nor troubled them to crop our ears, 
Kor hang us like the cavaliers ; 
Nor put them to the charge of gaols , 
To find ns pill*ries and cart*s-tails , 750 
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Or hangman's wages, which the State 

Was forc*d (before them) to be at , 

That cut, like tallies, to the stumps , 

Our ears for keeping true accompts , 
'^ And burnt our yessels, like a new 755 

Seal*d peck, or bushel, for b*ing true ; 

But hand in hand, like faithful brothers , 

Held for the Cause against all others , 

Disdaining equally to yield 

One syllable of what we held, 760 

And though we differ*d now and then 

*Bout outward things, and outward men , 

Our inward men, and constant frame 

Of spirit, still were near the same ; 

And till they first began to cant 765 

And sprinkle down the Covenant, 

We ne'er had call in any place , 

Nor dream*d of teaching down free grace > 

But join'd our gifts perpetually 

Against the common enemy. 770 

Although *twas ours and their opinion. 

Each other's Church was but a Rimnnon: 

And yet, for all this gospel-union , 

And outward shew of Church-communion, 

They'll ne'er admit us to our shares 775 

Of ruling Church or State affairs ; 

Nor give us leave t' absolve, or sentence 

T' our own conditions of repentance ; 

But shar'd our dividend o' th' Crown , 

We had so painfully preach'd down ; 780 

And forc'd us, though against the grain , 

T' have calls to teach it up again: 

For 'twas but justice to restore 

The wrongs we had receiv'd before ; 
* And when 'twas held forth in our way , 785 

W' had been ungrateful not to pay ; 

Who, for the right w' have done the nation , 

Have eam'd oiu* temporal salvation ; 

And put our vessels in a way 

Once more to come again in play. 790 
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For if the tnming of us out 
Ha4S brought this ProTidence about. 
And that our only suffering 
Is able to bring in the King , 

What would our actions not hare done , 795 

Had we. been 6uffer*d to go on? 
And therefore may pretend t* a share , 
At least, in carrying on th* affair. 
But whether that be so, or not , 

W* have done enough to have it thought; 800 

And that's as good as if w* had done*t , 
And easier pass*t upon account: 
For if it be but half denyM , 
*Tis half as good as justifiM. 

The world is nat'rally averse 805 

To all the truth it sees or hears ; / 

But swallows nonsense, and a lie , 
With greediness and gluttony ! 
And though it have the pique, and long , 
*Tis still for something in the wrong ; 810 

As women long, when they're with child. 
For things extravagant and wild ; 
For meats ridiculous and fulsome , 
But seldom any thing that's wholesome ; 
' And, lil^e the world, men's jobbernoles 815 

Turn round upon their ears , the poles ; 
And what they're confidently told , 
By no sense else can be control'd. 
And this, perhaps, may prove the means 
Once more to hedge-in Providence , 820 

For ^ relapses make diseases 
More desp'rate than their first accesses , 
If we but get again in pow'r , 
Our work is easier than before ; 

And we more ready and expert 825 

In th* mystery to do our part. 
We, who did rather undertake 
The first war to create than make , 
And when of nothing 'twas begun, 
Rais'd funds as strange to carry 't on; 830 
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Trepaim*d the State, and fac*d it down 

WiUi plots and projects of our own; 

And if we did such feats at first. 

What can we now we're better Yers*d ? 

Who have a freer latitude , 835 

Than sinners giye themselves, allowed. 

And therefore likeliest to bring in. 

On fairest terms, our discipline ; 

To which it was reveal'd long since. 

We were ordain*d by ProYidence; 840 

When three Saints Ears, our predecessors. 

The Cause's primitiye Confessors, 

B*ing crucify*d the nation stood 

In just so many years of blood; 

That, multiply*d by six, ezprest 845 

The perfect number of the beast. 

And proy*d that we must be the men 

To bring this work about agen ; 

And those who laid the first foundation, 

Compleat the thorgugh Reformation : 860 

For who hare gifts to carry on 

So great a work, but we alone ? 

What churches have such able pastors. 

And precious, powerful, preaching masters? 

Possess*d with absolute dominions 855 

0*er brethren's purses and opinions? 

And trusted with the double keys 

Of Heayen and their warehouses; 

Who, when the Cause is in distress , 

Can furnish out what sums they please , 860 

That brooding lie in bankers* hands, • 

To be disposed at their commands ; 

And daily increase and multiply. 

With doctrine, use, and usury : 

Can fetch in parties (as in war 865 

All other heads of cattle are) 

From th* enemy of all religions , 

As well as high and low conditions. 

And share them, from blue ribbands, down 

To all blue aprons in the town; 870 
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From ladies hurried in calleches , 
"With cor*net8 at their footmens* breeches « 
To bawds as fat as Mother Nab; 
JUl guts and belly, like a crab. 

Onr party's great, and better ty*d 875 

With oaths and trade than any side , 
Has one considerable improTement , 
To double fortify the Cov'nant: 
I mean our Covenant to purchase 

Delinquents titles, and the Churches ; . 880 

That pass in sale, from*hand to hand. 
Among ourselyes, for current land ; 
And rise or fall, like Indian actions. 
According to the rate of factions ; 

Our best reserve for Reformation, 885 

When new out-goings give occasion ; 
That keeps the loins of Brethren girt 
The Covenant (their creed) f assert; 
And when th* have pack*d a Parliament, 
Will once more try th* expedient: 890 

Who can already muster friends , 
To serve for members, to our ends , 
That represent no part o* th* nation , 
But Fisher's-FoUy Congregation; 

Are only tools to our intrigues , 895 

And sit like geese to hatch our eggs ; 
Who, by their precedents of wit, 
T* out-fast, out-loiter, and out-sit. 
Can order matters underhand , 

To put all bu8*ness to a stand; 900 

Lay pubhc bills aside for private. 
And make *em one another drive out; 
Divert the great and necessary « 
With trifles to contest and vary; 

%nd make the nation represent, 905 

And serve for us, in Parliament: 
Cut out more work than can be done 
In Plato*8 year, but finish none ; 
Unless it be the Bulls of Lenthdt, 
That always pass*d for fundamental; 910 
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Can set up grandee against grandee , 

To squander time away, and bandy; 

Make Lords and Commoners lay sieges 

To one another's privileges , 

And, rather than compound the qaarrel , 915 

Engage to th* inevitable peril 

Of both their ruins ; th* only scope 

And consolation of our hope ; 

Who though we do not play ihe game , 

Assist as much by giving aim : 920 

Can introduce our ancient arts. 

For heads of factions t* act their parts ; 

Know what a leading voice is worth, 

A seconding, a third, or fourth ; 
, , How much a casting voice comes to , 925 , 

That turns up trump, of ay, or no ; 

And, by adjusting all at th* end/ 

Share ev*ry one his dividend: 

An art that so much study cost, 
. And now*s in danger to be lost , 930 

Unless our ancient virtuosos , 

That found it out, get into th* Houses. 

These are the courses that we took 

To carry things by hook or crook; 
. , And practised down from forty- four, 935 

Until they tum*d us out of door : 

Besides the herds of Boutefeus , 

We set on wotk without the House ; 

When ev'ry knight and citizen 

Kept legislative journeymen, 940 

To bring them in intelligence 

From all points of the rabble*s sense , 

And fill the lobbies of both Houses 

With politic important buzzes : 

Set up committees of cabals , 945 

To pack designs without the walls ; 

Examine, and draw up all news , 

And fit it to our present use. 

Agree upon the plot o* th* farce , 

And ev*ry one his part rehearse. 950 
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Hake Q*s of answers, to way-lay ^ 

What th* other parties like to say : 
What repartees, and smart reflections. 
Shall he retnm*d to all objections ; 
' • And who shall break the master-jest , ' 955 

And what, and how, upon the rest: 
Held pamphlets out, with safe editions. 
Of proper slanders and seditions ; 
And treason for a token send. 

By Letter to a Country Friend ; 960 

Disperse lampoons, the only wit « 

That men, like burglary, commit ; 
Wit falser than a padder*s face , 
That afll its owner does betrays ; 

Who therefore dares not trust it when 965 

He*s in his calling to be seen ; 
Disperse the dung on barren earth , 
To bring new weeds of discord forth; 
Be sure to keep up congregations, 

- In spight of laws and proclamations : 970 
For Charlatans can do no good 

Until they're mounted in a crowd ; 
And when they're punish'd, all the hurt 
Is but to fare the better for't; 
: As long as confessors are sure 975 

Of double pay for all th' endure ; 
And what they earn in persecution. 
Are paid t* a groat in contribution. 
Whence some Tub-Holders-forth have made 
In powd*ring-tubs their riches trade ; ^ 980 

And whUe they kept their shops in prison, 
Have found their prices strangely risen. 
Disdain to own the least regret 
For all the Christian blood w* have let; 
*Twill save our credit, and maintain 985 

Our title to do so again ; 
That needs not cost one dram of sense , 
But pertinacious impudence. 
Our constancy t* our principles , 

- In time will wear out all things else; 990 
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Like marble statues mbVd in pieces 

With gallantry of pilgrims* kisses ; 

While those who turn and wind their oaths » 

Have swell*d and sunk, like other froths ; 

Preyail'd a while, but 'twas not long ^5 

Before from world to world they swung: 

As they had tum*d from side to side , 

And as the changelings liv'd, they dy*d, 

This said, th* impatient States-monger 
Could now contain himself no longer; lOOO 

Who had n§ spar*d to shew his piques 
Against th* hara^guer*s politics. 
With smart remarks of leering faces , 
And annotations of grimaces. 

After h' had administer* d a dose 1005 

Of snuff-mundungus to his nose , 
And powder*d th* inside of his skull > 
Instead of th* outward jobbemol , 
He shook it with a scornful look 
On th* adversary, and thus he spoke : 1010 

In dressing a calves head, although 
The tongue and brains together go , 
Both keep so great a distance here , 
•Tis strange if ever they come near; 

For who did' eve^ play his gambols 1015 

With such insufferable rambles? 
To make the bringing in the King, 
And keeping of him out, one thing? 
Which none could do, but those that swore 
T* as point-plank nonsense heretofore: 1020 

That to defend, was to invade ; 
And to assassinate, to aid : 
Unless, because you drove him out, 
(And that was never made a doubt,) 

No pow*r is able to restore, 1025 

And bring him in, but on your score : 
A spiritual doctrine, that conduces 
Most properiy to all your uses. 
*Tis true, a scorpion*8 oil is $aid 
To cure the wounds the vermine made; 1030 
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And weapons, drest wi^h salves, restore 

And heal the hurts they gave before ; 

But whether Presbyterians have 

So mnch good nature as the salve, 
'^ ■ • Or virtae in them as the yermine, 1085 

Those who have try*d them can determine. 

Indeed , *tis pity you should miss 

Th* arrears of aJl your services. 

And for th* eternal obligation 

T* have laid upon th* ungrateful nation, 1040 

Be us*d so unconscionably hard. 

As not to find a just reward, 

For letting rapine loose , and murther. 

To rage just so far, but no further ; 
'^ '"- And setting all 4he land on fire, 1045 

To bum*t to a scantling, but no higher; 

For vent*ring to assassinate. 

And cut the throats, of Church and State, 

And not be allow*d the fittest men 

To take the charge of both agen : 1050 

Especially, that have the grace 

Of self-denying, gifted face ; 

Who when your projects have miscarry*d, 

Can lay them , with undaunted forehead, 
«- ' On those you painfully trepann*d, 1055 

And sprinkled in at second hand ; 

As we have been, to share the guilt 

Of Christian Blood, devoutly spilt; 

For so our i^orance was flamm*d 
' - ' To damn ourselves, t* avoid being damn*d; 1060 

Till finding your old foe , the hangman^ 

Was like to lurch you at back-gammon, 

And win your necks upon the set. 

As well as ours , who did but bet, 
* - (For he had drawn your ears before, ' 1066 

And nick*d them on the self-same score,) 

We threw the box and dice away. 

Before y* had lost ns, at foul play; 

And brought you down to rook, and lie, 
^' And fancy only, on the by; " '• 1070 

Biitteft 18 
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Bedeem*d your forfeit jobl>emoles 

From perching npon lofty poles ; 

And rescu*d ^1 your outward traitors 

From hanging up like aligators ; 

For which ingenionsly y* hare shew*d 1075 

Tour Presbyterian gratitude ; 

Would freely have paid us home in kind. 

And not have been one rope behind. 

Those were your motives to divide. 

And scruple , on the other side. 1080 

To turn your zealous frauds, and force, ^ 

To fits of conscience and remorse ; 

To be convinc*d they were in vain. 

And face about for new again ; 

For truth no more unveil'd your eyes, H)85 

Than maggots are convinced to flies ; 

And therefore all your lights and calls 

Are but apocryphal and false. 

To charge us with the consequ^ices 
7 Of all your native insolences, 1090 

That to your own imperious wills 

Laid Law and Grospel neck and heels ; 

Corrupted the Old Testament, 

To serve the New lor precedent ; 
" • T* amend its errors, and defects, 1095 

With mnrther , and rebellion texts ; 

Of ^duch there is not any one 

In all the Book to sow upon : 

And tiierefore (from your tribe) the Jews 

Held Christian doctrine forth, and use; 1100 

As Mahomet (your chief) began 

To mix them in the Alchoran : 

Denounc'd and pray'd, with fierce devoUoo, 

And bended elbows on the cushion; 

Stole from the beggars all your tones, 1105 

And gifted mortifying groans ; 

Had Lights where better eyes were blind. 

As pigs are said to see the wind : 

FiU*d Bedlam with predestination, 
r AfidKiughts-bridgewUhilliiiBuifttion: 1110 
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Made cl^ldren, with your tones, to nm lirX 

As bad as bloody-bones, or Luns/erd: 

While women, great with child, mi8carry*d» 

For being to malignants marry'd : 

Transform'd all wives to Dalilahs HIS 

Whose husbands were not for the Cani^; 
' And tam*d the men to ten hom*d cattle* 

Because they came not out to battle : 

Made taylors* prentices turn heroes, 
( For fear of being transform*d to Metox: 1120 

And rather forfeit their intendnres. 

Than not espouse the S lints* adyentures. 

Could transubstantiate, metamorphose. 

And charm whole herds of beasts, like Orphtv; 

Inchant the King*s and Churches lands 1125 

T* obey and follow your commands; 

And settle on a new freehold. 

As Marely-Eill had done of old: 

Could turn the Covenant, and translate 
: The gospel into spoons and plate : 1190 

Expound upon all merchants* cashes* 

And open th* intricatest places: 

Could catetihize a money-box, ' 

And prove all powches orthodox ; 

Until the Cause became a Danum^ 1136 

And Pythicu the wicked Mammon. 
And yet, in spight of all your charma 

To conjure legion up in arms. 

And raise more devils in the rout 
( • Than e*er y* were able to cast out, 1140 

T* have been reduc*d, and by those fools 

Bred up (you say) in your own schools ; 

Who, though but gifted at your feet. 

Have made it plain, they have more wit; 

By whom y* have seen so oft trepann'd, 1 a46 

And held forth out of all command. 

Out-gifted, out-impuls*d, out-done. 

And out-reveal'd at carryings-on ; 

Of all your dispensations worm*d, 
< Ont-Providenc*d» and out-reform*d; 1150 
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Ejected Mt of Church and State, 

And all thmgs , but the peoples* hate ; 

And spirited out of th* enjoyments 

Of -precious, edifying employments, 
^ ' • By those who lodg*d their Gifts and Graces, 1155 

like better bowlers, in your places ; 

All which you bore with resolution, 

Charg*d on th* accompt of persecution; 

And though most righteously opprest, 
^ Against your wills, still acquiescM; 1160 

And noTer hum*d and hah*d sedition, 

Nor snuffled treason, nor misprision. 

That is, because you never durst; 

For had you preach'd and pray*d your worst, 
^ Alas ! you were no longer able 1166 

To raise your posse of the rabble : 

One single red-coat centinel' 

Out-charm*d the magic of the spell ; 

And, with his' squirt-fire , could disperse 
^ Whole troops with chapter rais*d and verse. 1170 

We knew too well those tricks of yours. 

To leave it ever in your powers ; 

Or trust our safeties, or undoings. 

To your disposing of out-goings ; 
*^ - Or to your ordering Providence, 1175 

One farthing*s-worth of consequence. 

For had you pow*r to undermine. 

Or wit to carry a design. 

Or correspondence to trepan, 
i ' ^ Inveigle, or betray one man, 1180 

There*s nothing else that intervenes. 

And bars your zeal to use the means ; 

And therefore wond*rous like , no doubt. 

To bring in Kings , or keep them out. 
*^" ' .' Srave undertakers to restore, 1185 

That cou*d not keep yourselves in pow*r; 

1^* advance the int*rests of the Crown, 

Thav*^ wanted wit to keep your own ! 
*Ti« t/ue, you have (for I*d be loth 
C ' 1 To wrong >'©) done your parts in both, 1190 
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To keep him out, and bring him in> 

As grace is introduced by sin ; 

For 'twas your zealous want of sens6» 

And sanctify*d impertinence, 
< . ; Your carrying business in a huddle, 119S 

^ That forc*d our rulers to new-model ; 

Oblig*d the State to tack about. 

And turn you, root and branch « all out. 

To reformado , one and all, 

T* your great Croysado General. 120D 

Tour greedy slaY*ring to devour. 

Before *twas in your clutches , pow'r. 

That sprung the game you were to set. 

Before y' had time to draw the net; 
r Your spight to see the Churches* lands 130S 

Divided into other hands. 

And all yoqr sacrilegious ventures 

Laid out in tickets and debentures ; 

Your envy to be sprinkled down, 
( .. By Under-Churches in the town ; 1210 

And no course us*d to stop their mouths. 

Nor ih* Independents* spreading growths : 

All which consider*d, *tis most true 

None bring him in so much as you; 
(. ': Who have prevail'd beyond their plots, 121S 

Their midnight juntos, and seal'd knots ; 

That thrive more by your zealous piques^ 

Than all their own rash politics ; 

And you this way may claim a^share 
( . In carrying (as you brag) th* affair; 1220 

Else frogs and toads, that croak*d the Jewi 

From Pharaoh and his brick-kilns loose. 

And flies and n^ange, that set them free 

From task-masters and slavery, 
C' ■.'' Were likelier to do the feat, 1225 

In any indiff'rent man*s conceit : 

For who e*er heard of restoration 

Untill your thorough Reformation ? 

That is , t^e King*s and Churches* land 
C/ :: Were seque^ter*d int* other hands : , . .' 1230 
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For only then, and not before. 

Tour eyes were open'd to restore. 

And when the work was carrying on. 

Who crossM it, but yourselves alone? 

And by a world of hints appears, 123& 

All plain and extant as your ears. 

But first, 0* th* first * The Isle of Wiffht 
Will rise up » if you should deny't ; 
Where Henderson, and th* other masses^ 
Were sent to cap texts , and put cases ; 1240 

To pass for deep and learned scholars. 
Although but paltry Ob and Sollens : 
As if th* unseasonable fools 
Had been a coursing in the schools ; 

Until th* had proT*d the Devil author 1245 

O* th* Covenant , and the Cause his daughter. 
For when they charg*d him with the guilt 
Of all the blood that had been spilt. 
They did not mean he wrought th* efi\ision. 
In person, like Sir Pride, or Hughton, 1250 

But only those who first begun 
The quarrel were by him set on ; 
And who could those be but the Saints, 
Those Reformation Termagants ? 
*' ' But e*er this pass*d, the wise debate 1255 

Spent so much time , it grew too late ; 
For Oliver had gotten ground, 
T* inclose him with his warriors round ; 
Had brought his Providence about. 

And tum*d th* untimely sophists out, 12G0 

Nor had the Uxhridge bus*ness less 
Of nonsense in*t, or sottishness. 
When from a scoundrel Holder^forth, 
The scum as well as son o* th* earth. 

Your mighty Senators took law; 1265 

At his command, were forc'd t* withdraw. 
And sacrifice the peace o* th* nation 
To doctrine , use and application. 
So when the Scots, your constant cronies, 
Th* espousers of your Cause and monies, 1270 
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Who had so often, in yonr &kl. 

So many ways been sonndly paid« 

Came in at last for better ends. 

To prove themselves your tmsty friends. 

Ton basely left them , and the Church 1275 

They train'd yon np to, in the Inrch, 

And snffer*d yonr own tribe of Christians 

To foil before, as true Philistines. 

This shews what utensils y* have been, 

To bring the Kiog*s concernments in ; 1280 

Which is so far from being true. 

That none but he can bring in you : 

And if he take you into trust. 

Will find you most exactly just : 

Such as will punctually repay 1285 

With double interest, and betray. 

Not that I think those pantomimes. 
Who vary action with the times. 
Are less ingenious in their art, 

Than those who dully act one part ; 1290 

Or those who turn from side to side, 
Hore guilty than the wind and tide. 
AH countries are a wise man*s home. 
And so are goremments to some. 

Who change them for the same intrigues 1295 

That statesmen use in breaking leagues ; 
While others, in old faiths «nd troths. 
Look odd as out-of-fashion'd cloths ; 
And nastier in an old opinion. 
Than those who never shift their linnen. 1300 

For true and faithful's sure to lose. 
Which way soever the game goes ; 
And whether parties lose or win. 
Is always nick*d , or else hedg*d in : 

While pow'r usurp*d, like stoFn delight, 1306 

Is more bewitching tiian the right ; 
And when the times begin to alter, 
None rise so high as from the halter. 

And so may we , if w* have but sense 
To use the necessary means ; 1310 
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And not your nsnal stratagems 

On one another. Lights and Dreams:. 

To stand on terms as positive. 

As if we did not take^ but give : 
( \ Set np the Covenant on crutches, 1315 

'Gainst those who hare us in their clatdies» 

And dream of pulling churches down. 

Before w* are sure to prop our own : 

Tour constant method of proceeding, 
( . Without the carnal means of heeding; ' 1S9D 

Who *twixt your inward sense and outward, 

Are worse , than if y* had none , accoutred. 

I grant, all courses are in rain. 

Unless we can get in again ; 
r The only way that's left us now; 1325 

But all the difficulty's, How? 
, 'Tis true , w' have money, th* only pow*r 

That all mankind falls down before ; 

Money, that, like the swords of kings, 
( Is the last reason of all things; - 1330 

And therefore need not doubt our play 

Has all advantages that way ; 

As long as men have faith to sell. 

And meet with those that can pay well ; 
t' ' Whose half-starr'd pride and avarice, 1835 

One Church and State will not suffice 

T* expose to sale , beside the wages 

Of storing plagues to after-ages. 

Nor is our money less our own, 
c Than 'twas before we laid it down ; 1340 

For 'twill return , and turn t' account. 

If we are brought, in play upon't : 

Or but, by casting knaves, get in. 

What pow'r can hinder us to win ? 
i.' We know the. arts we us'd before, 1345 

In peace and war, and something more ; 

And by th' unfortunate, events, 

,Can mend our next experiments : 

For when w' are taken into trust, 
C How easy are the wises choust ? 1350 
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Who see Imt th* ontsides of our feats. 
And not their secret springs and weights ; 
And while they're husy at their ease». 
Can carry what designs we please. 
* How easy is it to serve for agents, 13SS 

To prosecute oar old engagements ? 
To keep the Good Old Cause on foot. 
And present power from taking root? 
Inflame them both with false alarms 

Of plots and parties taking arms ; • 13G0 

To keep the Nation's wounds too wide 
From healing up of sido to side ; 
Profess the passionat*st concerns 
For both their interests by turns ; 

The only way to improvo our own, 136S 

By dealing faithfully with none ; 
(As bowls run true , by being made 
On purpose false, and to be sway*d:) 
For if we should be true to either, 

*Twould turn us out of both toge^er ; 1370 

And therefore have no other means 
To stand upon our own defence, 
But keeping up our ancient party 
In vigour, confident and hearty: 

To reconcile our late dissenters, 137ft 

Our brethren , though by other venters ; 
Unite them, and their diflerent maggots. 
As long and short sticks are in faggots. 
And make them join again as close 
( ' ' As when they first began t* espouse ; 1380 

Erect them into separate 
New Jewish tribes , in Church and State ; 
To join in marriage and commerce. 
And only among themselves converse ; 
And all that are not of their mind, 1385 

Make enemies to all mankind : 
Take all religions in and stickle 
From Conclave down to Conventicle ; 
Agreeing still, or disagreeing. 
According to the Light in being. 1390 
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Sometimes for liberty of conscience. 
And spiritoal mis-rale, in one sense ; 
Bnt in another quite contrary. 
As dispensations chance to vary; 
'^ And stand for, as the times will bear it, 1895 

An contradictions of the Spirit : 
Protect their emissaries empower* d 
To preach sedition and the word ; 
And when they're hamper*d by the laws, 
Belease the lkb*rers for the Cause, 140^ 

And turn the persecution back 
On those that made the first attack ; 
To keep them equally in awe, 
From breaking or maintaining law: 

And when they have their fits too soon, 1405 

Before the foil-tides of the moon. 
Put off their zeal t* a fitter season 
For sowing faction in and treason ; 
And keep them hooded , and their Churches, 
Like hawks from baiting on their perches, 1410 

That, when the blessed time shall come 
Of quitting Babylon and Rome, 
They may be ready to restore 
Their own Fifth Monarchy once more. 

MeanwhUe be better arm*d to fence 1415 

Against revolts of Providence. 
By watching narrowly, and snapping 
All blind sides of it, as they happen : 
For if success could make us Saints, 

Or ruin tura*d us miscreants : 1420 

A scandal that wou*d fall too hard 
Upon a fewj and unprepar'd. 

These are the courses we must run, 
Spight of our hearts, or be undone ; 

And not to stand on terms and fif^aks, 1425 

Before we have secured our necks ; 
But do our work, as out of sight. 
As starts by day, and suns by night ; 
All licence of the people own. 
In opposition to the Chrown ; 1490 
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And for the Grown as fiercely side. 
The head and body to divide ; 
The end of all we first design'd. 
And all that yet remains behind : 

Be snre to spare no public rapine, 1435 

On an emergencies, that h^>pen; 
For *tis as easy to supplant 
Authority as men in want; 
As some of us , in trusts , have made 
The one hand with i^e other trade ; 1440 

6ain*d Tastly by their joint endeaTour; 
The right a thief; the left receiver; 
And what the one, by tricks, forestaird. 
The other, by as sly, retail'd. 

For gain has wonderM effects 1445 

T* improve the Factory of Sects ; 
The rule of faith in all professions. 
And great Diana of the Ephetians; 
Whence turning of Religion's made 

The means to -turn and wind a trade: 1450 

And though some change it for the wone. 
They put themselves into a course ; 
And draw in store of customers. 
To thrive the better in commerce : 

For all Religions flock together, 1455 

Like tame and wild fowl of a feather; 
To nab the itches of their sects. 
As jades do one another's necks. 
Hence *tis , Hipocrisy as well 

Will serve t* improve a Church as Zeal: 1460 

As Persecution or Promotion, 
Do equally advance Devotion. 
Let business, like ill watches, go 
^ Sometime too fast, sometime too slow; 
For things in order are put out 1465 

So easy. Ease itself will do*t ; 
But i^n the feat's designed and meant, 
What mirade can bar th* event? 
For 'tis more easy to betray. 
Than ruin any. other way. 1470 
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AH possible occasions start 

The weighty*st matters to divert ; ^ 

Obstruct, perplex, distract, intaogle* 

And lay perpetual trains to wrangle. 
« Bat in affairs of less import, 147S ' 

That neither do as good nor hart. 

And they receiTO as little by. 

Out-fawn as much, and out-comply; 

And seem as scrupulously just, 
{ ; To bait our hooks for greater trust ; 148D 

But still be careful to cry down 

All public actions, though our own: 

The least miscarriage aggravate. 

And charge it all upon the State : 

Express the horrid*st detestation, ^ 1485 

And pity the distracted nation -, " 

Tell stories scandalous and false. 

I* th* proper language of cabals. 

Where all a subtle statesman says, 
I ' Is half in words, and half in face; 149D 

(As Spaniards talk in dialogues 

Of heads and shoulders, nods and shrougi :) 

Entrust it under solemn tows 

Of mum, and silence, and the rose, 
, To be retailM again in whispers, 1^9S 

For th* easy credulous to disperse. 

Thus far the Statesman — When a shout. 

Heard at a distance , put him out ; 

And straight another, all aghast, 
( Rush*d in with equal fear and haste ; 1500 

Who star*d about, as pale as death. 

And, for a while, as out of breath; 

Till having gatherM up his wits. 

He thus began his tale by fits. 
c That beastly rabble — that came down ISOi 

From all the garrets — in the town. 

And stalls , and shop-boards — in vast swamuu 

With new-chalk'd bills — and rusty arms, 

Tacry the Cause — up, heretofore, 
< And bawl the j9i>Aoj!>« — ont.of dopr, 1510 
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Are now drawn up — in greater shoals, 

To roast — and broil ns on the coals, 

Ani all the Grandees — of our Members 

Are carbonading on the embers ; 

Knights , Citizens , and Burgesses — 1515 

Held forth by Romps — of Pigs and Geese, 

That serrO for Characters — and Badges 

To represent their Personages : 

Each bonfire is a funeral pile. 

In which they roast, and soorch, and broil, 152D 

And eVry representative 

HaTe Tow*d to roast — and broil alive : 

And *tis a miracle, we are not 
Already sacrific*d incarnate. 

For while we wrangle here, and jar, 1525 

W are grilly'd all ^.Temple-Bar: 
Some on the sign-post of an ale-honse. 
Hang in efSgy, on the gallows ; 
Made up of rags , to personate 

RespectiTO Officers of State ; 1530 

That henceforth they may stand reputed, 
Proscrib*d in law, and executed ; 
And while the Woric is < arrying on. 
Be ready lifted under Dun, 

That worthy patriot, once the bellows, 1535 

And tinder-box, of all his fellows ; 
The actiT*st Member of the Five, 
As well as the most primitive; 
Who , for this faithful service then. 

Is chosen for a Fifth agen : 1540 

(For since the State has made a Quint 
Of Generals, he's lifted ia't.) 
This worthy, as the world will say. 
Is paid in specie , his own way ; 

For« moulded to the life in clouts, 1545 

Th* have pick*d from dung-hills hereabouts, 
He*s mounted on a hazel bavin, 
A cropped malignant baker gave *m ; 
And to the'lsrgest bone-fire riding. 
They've roasted Cook already and Pride ia; 1550 
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On whom in equipage and state. 

His scarecrow fellow-members wail^ 

And march in order, two and two» 

As at thanksgivings th* as*d to do; 

Each in a tatter*d talisman, ~~ 155S 

Like Termin in effigie slain. 

Bat (what's more dreadful than the rest) 
Those Ramps are but the tail o* th* Bets^ 
Set up by Popish engineers. 

As by the crackers plainly appears ; 1560 

For none but Jesuits have a mission 
To preach the faith with ammunition. 
And propagate the Church with powder : 
Their founder was a blown-up Soldier. 
These spiritual pieneen o* th* Whore's* 1665 

That have the charge of all her stores. 
Since first they fail'd in their designs. 
To take in HeaT*n by springing niinet» 
And with unanswerable barrels 

Of gunpowder dispute their quarrels, 1570 

Now take a coarse more practicable. 
By laying trains to fire the rabble. 
And blow us up in th* open streets, 
Disguis'd in Rumps, like Sambenites; 
More like to ruin, and confound, 1575 

Than all the doctrines under ground. 

Nor have they chosen Rumps amiss 
For symbols of State-mysteries ; 
Though some suppose *twas but to shew 
How much they scom*d the Saints, &e few; 1580 

Who , 'cause they're wasted to the stumps. 
Are represented best by Rumps. 
But Jesuits have deeper reaches 
In all their politic far-fetches. 

And from the Coptic. Priest, Eirchenis, 1585 

Found out this mystic way to jeer as. 
For, as th* Aegyptians us*d by beet 
T* express their antic Ptolomies; 
And by their stings, the swords they wrn^ 
Held forth anthority and power; 1590 
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Because these subtil animals 

Bear all their int*rests in their tails. 

And when they're once impar*d in thai» 

Are banish*d Uieir well order*d state ; 

They thought all goTemments were best 1695 

By Hieroglyphic Rumps ezprest 

For, as in bodies natural, 
The rump*s the fundament of all ; 
So, in a commonwealth, or realm* 

The gOTOmment is calFd the helm ; 1600 

With which, like vessels under sail. 
They're tam*d and winded by the tail ; 
The tail, which birds and fishes steer 
Their courses with through sea and air; 
To whom the rudder of the rump is 1605 

The same thing with the stem and compass. 
This shews how perfectly the Rump 
And Commonwealth in nature jump. 
For as a fly, that goes to bed. 

Rests with his tail above his head, 1610 

So in this mungrel state of ours. 
The rabble are the supreme powers ; 
That hors'd us on their backs , to show us 
A jadish trick at last, and throw us. 

The learned Rabbins of the Jews 1615 

Write there's a bone, which they call Uum^ 
V th* rump of man, of such a virtue. 
No force in nature can do hurt to ; 
And therefore at the last great day. 

All th* other members shall , they say, 1620 

Spring out of this , as from a seed 
All sorts of vegetals proceed; 
From whence the learned sons of art 
* Os Sacrum justly stile that part. 

Then what can better represent 1625 

Than this Rump Bone the Parliament ; 

That, after several rude ejections. 

And as prodigious resurrections, / ' ' 

With new reversions of nine lives. 

Starts up , and like a cat revives ? 1630 
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But now, alas ! they're all expir*d, 

And ih* House, as well as Members, £ir*d ; 

Consumed in kennels by the rout , 

With which they other fires put out : 

Condemn*d t* ungoveming distress, 1^86 

And paultry, prirate wretchedness ; 

Worse than the Devil , to privation. 

Beyond all hopes of restoration ; 

And parted, like the body and soul. 

From all dominion and controul. 1640 

We, who cou*d lately with a look 

Enact, establish, or revoke ; 

Whose arbitrary nods gave law, 

And frowns kept multitudes in awe; 

Before the bluster of whose huff, 1645 

All hats, as in storm, flew off; 

Ador'd and bow*d to by the great, 

Down to the footman and valet ; 

Had more bent knees than chapel-mats. 

And prayers than the crowns of hats ; 1650 

Shall now be scomM as wretchedly ; 

For ruin*s just as low as high ; 

Which might be suffer*d , were it all 

The horror that attends our fall : 
«' For some of us have scores more large 1655 

Than heads and quarters can discharge ; 

And others, who^, by restless scraping. 

With public frauds , and private rapine. 

Have mighty heaps of wealth amass*d, 

Would gladly lay down all at last ; 1660 

And to be but undone , entail 

Their vessels on perpetual jail ; 

And bless the Dev*l to let them farms 

Of forfeit souls on no worse terms. 
' ■ This said, a near and louder shout 1665 

Put all th* assembly to the rout> 

Who now begun t' out-run their fear. 

As horses do from whom they bear ; 

But crowded on with so much haste, 
^ ' Until th' had block*d the passage fast, - 1670 
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And banicado*d it with haunches 

Of outward men, and bulks, and pannches. 

That with their shoulders stroTe to squeeze,^.] 

And rather saye a crippled piece 

Of all their crushed and broken members, 1G75 

Than have them grilled on the embers ; 

Still pressing on with heayy packs 

Of one another on their backs : 

The Tan-guard could no longer bear 1680 

The charges of the forlorn rear. 

But, bom down headlong by the rout, 

Were trampled sorely under foot : 

Yet nothing proy*d so formidable 

As the horrid cookery of the rabble ; 

And fear, that keeps all feeling out, 1685 

As lesser pains are by the gout, 

BelievM 'em with a fresh supply 

Of raUied force enough to fly. 

And beat a Tuscan running-hor&«» 

Whose jockey-rider is all spurs. 1690 



CANTO m. 

THE ARGUMENT. 

The Knisrht and Squire's prodigions Flight 
To quit th' Incliaiited Bow'r by Night. 
He plods to turn his amorous Suit 
T' a Plea in Law, and prosecute ; 
Repairs to Counsel, to advise 
"Bont numaging the Enterprise; 
But first resolves to try by Letter, 
And one more faiir Address, to get her. 



Who wou*d belieye what strange bugbears 
Mankind creates itself, of fears^ 
That spring like fern, that insect weed^ 
Equivocally, without seed ; 
And have no possible foundation, 
Butler. ^9 
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Bat merely in th* imagination ; 

And yet can do more dreadfol feats 

Than hags , with all their imps and teats ; 

Make more hewitch and hannt themselres 

Than all their nnrseries of elves ? 10 

For fear does things so like a witch, 

*Tis hard t* unriddle which is which : 

Sets up conmiunities of senses, 
' To chop and change inteUigences ; 

As Rosicmcian yirtnosos 15 

Can see with ears , and hear with noses ; 

And when they neither see nor hear. 

Have more than hoth supply'd hy fear ; 

That makes 'eni in the dark see risions. 

And hag themselves with apparitions ; 20 

And when their eyes discover least. 

Discern the snhtlest ohjects hest : 

Do things not contrary, alone, 

To th' coarse of nature, hut its own; 

The courage of the hravest daunt, 25 

And tarn poltroons as valiant : 

For men as resolute appear 

With too much as too little fear ; 

And when they're out of hopes of flying. 

Will run away from death hy dying ; 30 

Or turn again to stand it out, 

And those they fled, like lions, rout. 
This Eudibras had prov*d too true, 

^Who , hy the furies left perdue. 

And haunted with detachments, sent 35 

From Marshal Legion's regiment. 

Was hy a fiend, as counterfeit, 

Reliev*d and rescu*d with a cheat ; 

When nothing hut himself, and fear. 

Was hoth the imp and conjurer; 40 

As , hy the rules o' th' virtuosi. 

It follows in due form of poesie. 

Disguis*d in all the masks of night. 

We left our champion on his flight, 
^ At blindman's buff, to grope his way, 45 
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In equal fear of night and day. 

Who took his dark and desp'rate course. 

He knew no better than his horse ; 

And, by an unknown Deyil led, 

(He knew as little whither,) fled. 50 

He never was in greater need. 

Nor less capacity, of speed ; 

Disabled > both in man and beast. 

To fly and run away his best ; 

To keep the enemy, and fear, 55 

From equal falling on his rear. 

And though with kicks and bangs he ply'd 

The further and the nearer side, 

(As seamen ride with all their force. 

And tug as if they row'd the horse, 60 

And when the hackney sails most swift. 

Believe they lag, or run a-drift,) 

So , though he posted e'er so fast. 

His fear was greater than his haste : 

For fear, though fleeter than the wind, 65 

Believes 'tis always left behind. 

But when the mom began t' appear. 

And shift t' another scene his fear. 

He found his new officious shade, 

That came so timely to his aid, 70 

And forc'd him from the foe t* escape. 

Had tum'd itself to Malpfio^s shape ; 

So like in person, garb, and pitch, 

*Twas hard t' interpret which was which. 

For Ralpho had no sooner told 75 

The Lady all he had t* unfold. 
But she convey'd him out of sight, 
To entertain the approaching Knight; 
And , while he gave himself diversion, 
' T* accommodate his beast and penon, 80 

And put his beard into a posture 
At best advantage to accost her. 
She order'd th* anti-masquerada 
(For his reception) aforesaid : 
Bat when the ceremony was done, 85 
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The lights put oat, and fiiries gone. 

And Hudihrat, among the rest, 

ConTey*d away, as Ralpho gaess'd. 

The wretched caitiff, all alone, 

(As he belieT*d) began to moan, 90 

And tell his story to himself. 

The Knight mistook him for an elf; 

And did so still , till he began 

To scrapie at RalpVs Outward Han ; 

And thoaght, because they oft agreed 95 

T* appear in one another's stead. 

And act the Saint*s and DeviFs part 

With andistingoishable art. 

They might have done so now, peihaps. 

And pat on one another's shapes : 100 

And therefore , to resolve the doubt. 

He star*d upon him, and cry*d out. 

What art? My *Squire, or that bold Sprite 

That took his place and shape to-night ? 

Some busy independent pug, 105 

Retainer to his Synagogue? 

Alas ! quoth he, I*m none of those, ^ 

Tour bosom friends, as you suppose; 

But B€Uph himself, your trusty *Squire, 

Wh' has dragg'd your Dunship out o' th* mire, 110 

And from th* inohantments of a widow, 

Wh' had tum*d you int* a beast, have freed you; 

And, though a prisoner of war. 

Have brought yon safe where yon now are ; 

Which you would gratefully repay 115 

Tour constant Presbyterian way. 

That's stranger (quoth the Knight) and stranger. 
Who gave thee notice of my danger ? 

Quoth he, Th* infernal Conjurer 
Pursu*d and took me prisoner ; 120 

And knowing you were hereabout. 
Brought me along to £nd you out; 
Where I, in hugger-mugger hid. 
Have noted all they said or did : 
And though they lay to him t|ie pageaat^^ 125 
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I did Dot see him , nor his argent ; 

Who play*d their sorceries oat of sight, 

T* avoid a fiercer second fight. 

But didst thou see no Deyils then ? 

Not one (quoth he) but carnal men, 130 

A little vorse than fiends in hell. 

And that She-Devil Jezebel, 

That laugh'd and tee-he*d with derision. 

To see them take your deposition. 

What then (quoth Hudihrat^ was he 135 

That play*d the Dev*l to examine me ? 
A rallying weaver in the town. 
That did it in a parson*s gown ; 
Whom all the parish take for gifted ; 

But, for my part, I ne*er believ*d it : 140 

In which you told them all your feats. 
Your conscientious frauds and cheats ; 
Deny*d your whipping , and confest 
The naked truth of all the rest, 

Here plainly than the Reverend Writer, 145 

That to our Churches veird his Mitre ; 
All which they took in black and white. 
And cudgell'd me to under-write. 

What made thee, when they all were gone, 
And none but thou and I alone, 150 

To act the Devil , and forbear 
To rid me of my hellish fear ? 

Quoth he , I knew your constant rate 
And frame of sp*rit too obstinate 

To be by me prevail'd upon 155 

With any motives of my own ; 
And therefore strove to counterfeit 
The Dev*l a-while , to nick your wit ; 
The Devil, that is your constant crony. 
That only can prevail upon ye; 160 

Else we might still have been disputing. 
And they with weighty drubs confuting. 

The Knight , who now began to find 
Th* had left the enemy behind. 
And saw no farther harm remain, 165 
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Bat feeble weariness and pain ; 

Perceiv'd, by losing of their way, 

Th* had gain*d th* advantage of the day; ' 

And , by declining of the road. 

They had , by chance , their rear made good ; 170 

He yenturM to dismiss his fear, 

That parting's wont to rent and tear. 

And give the desperat'st attack 

To danger still behind its back. 

For having pans*d to ^collect, 175 

And on his past success reflect, 

T* examine and consider why, 

And whence , and how, they came to fly. 

And when no Devil had appeared, 

What else , it cou'd be said , he fear*d ; 180 

It put him in so fierce a rage, 

He once resolv'd to re-engage ; 

Toss*d like a foot-ball back again, 

With shame and vengeance, and disdain. 

Quoth he , it was thy cowardise- 185 

That made me from this leaguer rise ; 

And when I'd half reduc*d the place. 

To quit it infamously base ; 

Was better cover*d by the new 

Arriv'd detachment then I knew; 190 

To slight my new acquests , and run 

Victoriously from battles won ; 

And reckning all I gain*d or lost, 

To sell them cheaper than they cost ; 

To make me put myself to flight, 195 

And conqu*ring run away by night ; 

To difag me out, which th* haughty foe 

Purst never have presum'd to do ; 

To mount me in the dark , by force, 

- - Upon the bare ridge of my horse ; 200 

Exposed in qt*erpo to their rage, 
Without my arms and equipage ; 
Lest, if they ventur'd to pursue, 
I might th* unequal fight renew; 

- And, to preserve thy Outward Man, 205 
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Assumed my place , and led the^ tad. 

All this, qaoth Ralph, I did, *tis true, 
Not to preserre myself, but you ; 
Tou, vho were dimm'd to baser drubs 
Than wretches feel in powd*ring tubs, 210 

To mount two-wfaeeFd carroches, worse 
Than managing a wooden-horse : 
Dragg'd out through straiter holes by th* ears. 
Erased or coup*d for peijprers ; 

Who, though th* attempt had proT*d in vain, 215 

Had had no reason to complain : 
But since it prosper*d. His unhandsome 
To blame the hand that paid your ransome. 
And rescuM your obnoxious bones 

From unaToidable battoons. 220 

The enemy was reinforc*d. 
And we disabled, and unhorsM, 
Disarm'd, unqualify'd for fight. 
And no way left but hasty flight. 

Which , though as desp'rate in th* attempt, 225 

Has gir'n you freedom to condemn^. 
But were our bones in fit condition 
To reinforce the expedition, 
*Tis now unseasonable, and Tain, 

To think of falling on again. 230 

No martial project to surprize 
Can ever be attempted twice ; ^ 
Nor cast design serve afterwards. 
As gamesters tear their losing-cards. 
Beside , our bangs of man and beast 235 

Are fit for nothing now but rest ; 
And for a-while will not be able 
To rally, and prove serviceable ; 
And therefore I, with reason, chose 

This stratagem t* amuse our foes ; 240 

To make an honourable retreat. 
And ware a total, sure defeat ; 
For those that fly may fight again. 
Which he can never do 1^t*s slain. 
Hence timely running's no mean part 245 
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Of condact in the martial art ; 

By which some glorious feats atchieTe» 

As citizens hy breaking thrire ; 

And cannons conquer armies , while 

They seem to draw off and recoil ; 250 

Is held the gallantest course , and bravest 

To great exploits , as well as safest ; 

That spares th* expence of time and pains. 

And dangerous beating out of brains ; 

And in the end prevails as certain 255 

As those that never trust to fortune ; 

But make their fear do execution 

Beyond the stoutest resolution ; 

As earthquakes kill without a blow, 

And, only trembUng, overthrow, 260 

If ih* ancients crown*d their bravest men 

That only sav'd a citizen. 

What victory could e'er be won. 

If ev*ry one would save but one ? 

Or fight indanger*d to be lost, 265 

Where all resdve to save the most? 

By this means , when a battle's won. 

The war's as Cor from being done ; 

For those that save themselves , and fly, 

Qo halves, at least, i' th' victory; 270 

And sometimes, when the loss is small. 

And danger great , they challenge all ; 

Print new additions to their feats. 

And emendations in Gazettes ; 

And when, for furious haste to run, 275 

They durst not stay to fire a gun. 

Have done't with bonfires , and at hom^ 

Made squibs and crackers overcome ; 

To set tiie rabble on a flame. 

And keep their governors from blame ; 280 

Disperse the news the pulpit tells, 

Confirm'd with fire-works and with, bells ; 

And though reduc'd to that extream. 

They have been forc'd to sing Te Deum ; 

Tet, with religious blasphemy, 285 
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By flatteriog HeaTen with a Me, 

And for their beating giving thanks, 

Th' hare raised recrnits, and filFd their banks ; 

For those who ran from th* enemy. 

Engage them equally to fly; 290 

And when the fight becomes a chace. 

Those win the day- that win the race ; 

And that which wonld not pass in fights. 

Has done the feat with easy flights; 

RecoTer*d many a desperate campaign 295 

With Bourdeaux, Burgundy, and Champaign ; 

Restored the fainting high and mighty 

With brandy-wine and aqua-yitae ; 

And made *em stoutly overcome 

With bachrach, hoccamore, and mum; 300 

Whom the uncontrourd decrees of fote 

To victory necessitate ; 

With which, although they run or bum, 

They unavoidably return: 

Or else their sultan populaces 305 

Still strangle all their routed Bassas. 

Quoth Hudibrat, I understand 
What fights thou mean*st at sea and land. 
And who those were that run away, 

And yet gave out th* had won the day; 310 

Although the rabble sous'd them for*t, 
0*er head and ears in mud and dirt 
*Tis true, our modem way of war 
Is grown more politic by far. 

But not £lo resolute , and bold, 315 

Nor ty*d to honour, as the old. 
For now they laugh at giving battle. 
Unless it be to herds of cattle ; 
Or fighting convoys of provision. 

The whole design o* the expedition ; 320 

And not with downright blows to rout 
The enemy, but eat them out : 
As fighting, in all beasts of prey. 
And eating, are perform'd one way. 
To give defiance to their teeth 325 
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And fight their stubborn guts to death ; 

And those atchieve the highest renown. 

That bring the others* stomachs down, 

There's now no fear of wounds, nor maiming; 

All dangers are reduc*d to famine ; 330 

And feats of arms, to plot , design. 

Surprize , and stratagem , and mine ; 

But have no need nor use of courage, 

Unless it be for glory or forage: 

For if they fight, *tis but by chance, 335 

When one side yent*ring to advance. 

And come uncivilly too near. 

Are charged unmercifully i* th* rear; 

And forc*d with terrible resistance. 

To keep hereafter at a distance ; 340 

To pick out ground to incamp upon. 

Where store of largest rivers run. 

That serve , instead of peaceful barriers. 

To part th* engagements of their warriors ; 

Where both from side to side may skip, 34& 

And only encounter at bo-peep : 

For men are found the stouter-hearted« 

The certainer th* are to be parted. 

And therefore post themselves in bogs. 

As th* ancient mice attack*d the frogs, 350 

And made their mortal enemy, 

The water-rat their strict ally. 

For *tis not now, who*s stout and bold. 

But who bears hunger best, and cold; 

And he*s approv*d the most deserving, 355 

Who longest can hold out at starving ; 

And he that routs most p%s and cows. 

The formidablest man of prowess. 

So th* emperor Caligula, 

That triumph*d o*er the British Sea, 360 

Took crabs and oysters prisoners. 

Lobsters, *stead> of cuirasiers, 

Engag*d his legions in fierce bustles 

With periwinkles , prawns , and muscles ; 

And led his troops with furious gallops, 365 
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To charge whole regiments of scallops : 

Not like their ancient way of war, 

To wait on his triumphal carr; 

But when he went to dine or sup, 

Here bravely eat his captives up ; 370 

And left all war, by his example, 

Beduc*d to vict'ling of a camp well. 

Quoth Ralph, By all that you have said. 
And twice as much that I couM add, 

*Tis plain yon cannot now do worse, 37& 

Than take this out-of-fashion*d course, 
To hope , by stratagem , to woo her. 
Or waging battle to subdue her : 
Though some have done it in romances. 
And bang*d them into amorous fancies ; 380 

As those who won the Amazont, 
By wanton drubbing of their bones ; 
And stout Rinaldo gain*d his bride. 
By courting of her back and side. 

But since Uiose times and feats are over, 385 

They are not for a modem lover. 
When mistresses are too cross-grain*d 
By such addresses to be gain*d : 
And if they were, wqu'd have it out 

With many anotlier kind of bout. ^ 390 

Therefore I hold no course s' infeasible. 
As this of force to win the Jezebel; 
To storm her heart , by th* ^ntic charms 
Of ladies errant, force of arms ; 

But rather strive by law to win her, 395 

And try the title you have in her. 
Tour ease is clear; you have her word. 
And me to witness the accord ; 
Besides two more of her retinue 

To testify what pass'd between you ; 400 

More probable , and like to hold. 
Than hand, or seal, or breaking gold; 
For which so many, that renounced 
Their plighted contracts, have been trounc'd; 
.And bills upon record been found, 405 
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That forc*d the ladies to compound ; 

And that, unless I miss the matter. 

Is all the has*nes8 you look after. 

Besides, encounters at the bar 

Are braver now than those in war, 410 

In which the law does execution 

With less disorder and confusion : 

Has more of honour in't, some hold; 

Not like the new way, but the old; 

When those the pen had drawn together, 415 

Decided quarrels with the feather. 

And winged arrows kill*d as dead. 

And more than bullets now of lead. 

So all their combats now, as then. 

Are maiiag*d chiefly by the pen ; 420 

That does the feat witii braver vigours. 

In words at length , as well as figures ; 

Is judge of all the world performs 

In voluntary feats of arms ; 

And whatso*er*s atchiev'd in fight, 425 

Determines which is wrong or right : 

For whether you prevail, or lose. 

All must be try*d these in the close ; 

And therefore *tis not wise to shun 

What you must trust to e*re y* have done. 430 

The law, that settles all you do, 
And marries where you did but woo; 
That makes the most perfidious lover 
A lady, that*s as false, recover; 

And if it judge upon your side, 435 

Will soon extend her for your bride ; 
And put her person, goods, or lands. 
Or which you like best int* your hands. 

For law*s the wisdom of all ages. 
And manag'd by the ablest sages ; 440 

Who, though their bus'ness at the bar 
Be but a kind of civil war. 
In which th* engage with fiercer dudgeons 
Than e*er the Grecians did and Trojans^ 
They never manage the contest 445 
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T* impair their public ioterest ; 
Or by their controyersies lessen 
The dignity of their profession : 
Not like ns Brethren, who divide 

Our Commonwealth, the Cause, and Side; 450 

And though w* are all as near of kindred 
As th* outward man is to the inward. 
We agree in nothing, but to wrangle 
About the slightest fingle-fangle ; 

While lawyers have more sober sense 455 

Than t*argue at their own expence. 
But make their best adyantages 
Of others* quarrels, like the Switt; 
And out of foreign controyersies. 

By aiding both sides, fill their purses ; 460 

But haye no int*rest in the cause 
^or which th* engage , and wage the laws ; 
Nor further prospect than their pay, 
Whether they lose or win the day: 

And though th* abounded in all ages, 465 

With sundry learned clerks and sages. 
Though all their business be dispute. 
Which way they canyass ey*ry suit, 
Th* haye no disputes about their art. 

Nor in Polemics controyert : 470 

»While all professions else are found 
With nothing but disputes t* abound : 
Diyines of all sorts, and ph3rsicians. 
Philosophers , mathematicians : 

The Galenist and Paracelsian' 475 

Condemn the way ea6h other deals in : 
Anatomists dissect and mangle. 
To cut themselyes out work to wrangle : 
Astrologers dispute their dreams. 

That in their sleeps they talk of schemes: 480 

And heralds stickle , who got who 
So many hundred years ago. 
But lawyers are too wise a nation 
T* expose their trade to disputation ; 
i '. Or make the .busy rabble judges 485 
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0^ ^ ^eif secret piques and gnidges ; 

In which whoever wins the day, 

The whole profession's sure to pay. 

Beside , no mountebanks , nor cheats. 

Dare undertake to do their feats ; 490 

When in all other sciences 

They swarm, like insects, and increase. 

For what bigot durst ever draw, 
By inward light, a deed in law? 

Or could hold forth, by revelation, 495 

An answer to a declaration? 
For those that meddle with their tools 
Will cut their fingers , if they're fools : 
And if you follow their advice, 

In bills, and answers, and replies, 500 

They'll write a love-letter in chancery. 
Shall bring her upon oath to answer ye. 
And soon reduce her to b* your wife. 
Or make her weary of her life. 

The Knight, who us*d with tricks and shifte 505 

, To edify by Ralpho*s Giftfe, 
But in appearance cry'd him down. 
To make them better seem his own, 
(All Plagiaries* constai^t course 
' Of sinking when they take a purse), 510 

Besolv'd to follow his advice. 
But kept it from him by disguise ; 
And , after stubborn contradiction. 
To counterfeit his own conviction. 

And by transition fall upon 515 

The resolution as his own. 

Quoth he. This gambol thou advisett 
Is of all others the unwisest ; 
For if I think by law to gain her. 

There's nothing sillier or vainer. 520 

*Tis but to hazard my pretence. 
Where nothing's certain, but th* ei^enoe ; 
To act against myself, and traverse 
My suit and title to her favours ; 
And if she shou'd (which Hear'n forbiii) 525 
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0*erthrow me , as the fidler did, 

What aftercourse have I to take, 

* Gainst losing all I have at stake ? 

He that with infjorj is griev*d. 

And goes to law to be reliev*d, 530 

Is siMier than a sottish chowse. 

Who , when a thief has robb*d his house. 

Applies himself to cunning men. 

To help him to his goods agen ; 

When all he can expect to gain, 535 

Is but to squander more in vain ; 

And yet I have iio other way 

But is as difficult to play. 

For to reduce her by main force. 

Is now in vain ; by fair means, worse ; 540 

But worst of all, to give her over, 

*Till she's as desperate to recover : 

For bad games are thrown up too soon. 

Until th' are never to be won. 

But since I have no other course, 545 

But is as bad t* attempt, or worse. 

He that complies against his will, 

Is of his own opinion still ; 

Which he may adhere to, yet disown. 

For reasons to himself best known : 550 

But 'tis not to b' avoided now. 

For Sidrophel resolves to sue ; 

Whom I must answer, or begin 

Inevitably first with him. 

For I've receiv'd advertisement, 555 

By times enough, of his intent ; 

And knowing he that first complains 

Th* advantage of the business gains ; 

For Courts of Justice understand 

The plaintiff to be eldest hand ; 560 

Who what he pleases may aver ; 

The other, notiiing, till he swear; 

Is freely admitted to all grace» 

And lawful favour, by his plate ; 

And for his bringiDg custom 4n« 565 
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Has all advantages to win. 

I, who resolve to oversee 

No lucky opportnnity. 

Will go to council, to advise * 

Which way t* encounter, or surprize, 570 

And, after long consideration. 

Have found out one to fit th* occasion ; 

Host apt for what I have to do, 

As counsellor and justice too. 

And truly so, no doubt, he was, 575 

A lawyer fit for such a case. 

An old dull sot , who told the clock 
For many years at Bridewell-dock, 
At Westminster, and Hicks*s-Hall, 

And Hieeiut Doetittt play*d in all ; 580 

Where, in all governments and times, 
H* had been both friend and foe to crimes. 
And us*d two equal ways of gaining. 
By hind*ring justice or maintaining; 

To many a whore gave priviledge, . 585 

' And whipp'd for want of quarteridge : 
Cart-loads of bawds to prison sent 
For b*ing behind a fortnight's rent; 
And many a trusty pimp and croney 

To Puddle-dock for want of money; 590 

£ngag*d the constable to seize 
All those that would not break the peace. 
Nor give him back his own foul words. 
Though sometimes Commoners or Lords, 
And kept *em prisoners of course, 595 

For being sober at ill hours. 
That in the morning he might free 
Or bind *em over for his fee ; 
Made monsters fine, and puppet-plays. 
For leave to practise in their ways; 600 

Farm*d ou^ all cheats, and went a share 
With th* headborough and scavenger; 
And made the dirt i* th* streets compound 
For taking up the public ground; 
The kennel, and the King's highway , 605 
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For being unmolested, pay ; 

Let out the stocks, and whipping-post. 

And cage, to those that gave him most ; 

Impos*d a tax on bakers* ears , 

And for false weights on chandelers; 610 

Made yictuallers and yintners fine 

For arbitrary ale and wine ; 

But was a kind and constant friend 

To all that regularly offend; 

As residentiary bawds , 615 

And brokers that receive stol'n goods ; 

That cheat in lawhil mysteries, 

And pay church duties and his fees ; 

But was implacable, and awkward , 

To all that interloped and hawkerM. 620 

To this brave man the Knight repairs 
For council in his law- affairs ;. 
And found him mounted in his pew. 
With books and money plac'd for shew. 
Like nest-eggs to make clients lay , 625 

And for his false opinion pay; 
To whom the Knight, with comely grace. 
Put off his hat to put his case ; 
Which he as proudly enteftain'd 

As th* other courteously strain'd; 630 

And, to assure him, 'twas not that 
He look*d for, bid him put on*s hat. 

Quoth he, There is one Sidrophel, 
Whom I have cudgell'd — Very well. 
And now he brags t' have beaten me. — 635 

Better and better still, quoth he. — 
And vows to stiok me to a well 
Where-e*er he meets me — Best of all. 
*Tis true, the knave has taken's oath 

That I robb'd him — Well done, in troth 640 

When h' has confessM he stole my cloak , 
And pick*d my fob, and what he took; 
Which was the cause that made me bang him. 
And take my goods again — Marry hang him. 
Now whether I should before-hand , 645 

Butler. 20 
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Swear he robb*d me? — I understand. 
Or bring my action of conversion 
And trover for my goods? — Ah, Whoreson! 
Or if *tis better to indite , 

And bring him to his trial? — Right. 650 

Prevent what he designs to do, 
And swear for th* State against him? — True. 
Or whether he that is defendant 
In this case has the better end on*t; 

Who, patting in a new cross-bill , 655 

May traverse th* action? — Better still. 
Then there's a Lady too — Aye, marry! 
That's easily prov'd accessary; 
A widow, who, by solemn vows 
' Contracted to me for my spouse , 660 

Combin*d with him to break her word. 
And has abetted all. — Good Lord ! 
Subom*d th* aforsesaid Sidrophel 
To tamper with the Dev'l of Hell ; 

Who put m* into a horrid fear, 665 

Fear of my life. — Make that appear. 
Made an assault with fiends and men 
Upon my body. — Good agen , 
And kept me in a deadly fright , 

And false imprisonment, all night : 670 

Mean while they robb*d me, and my horse , 
And. stole my saddle. — Wofse and worse. 
And made me mount upon the bare ridge, 
T* avoid a wretcheder miscarriage. 

Sir, quoth the Lawyer, not to flatter ye , 675 

Ton have as good and fair a battery 
As heart can wish, and need not shame 
The proudest man alive to claim. 
For if th* have us'd you as you say; 

Marry, quoth I, God give you joy. 680 

I wou*d it were my case, I'd give 
More than I'll say, or you'll believe. 
I would so trounce her, and her purse ; 
I'd make her kneel for better or worse ; 
For matrimony and hanging here 685 
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Both go by destiny so clear , 

That you as sure may pick and choose. 

As Cross, I win ; and, Pile, you lose ; 

And, if I durst, I would advance 

As much in ready maintenance, 690 

As upon any case Fye known, 

But we that practise dare not own. 

The law severely contrabands 

Our taking bus'ness off men*s hands ; 

*Tis common barratry, that bears 695 

Point-blank an action 'gainst our ears. 

And crops them till there is not leather 

To stick a pin in left of either; 

For which some do the Summer-fault, 

And o*er the bar, like tumblers, vault. 700 

But you may swear^ at any rate , 

Things not in nature, for the State : 

For in all courts of justice here 

A witness is not said to swear. 

But make oath ; that is, in plain terms 705 

To forge whatever he affirms. 

(I thank you, quoth the Knight, for that. 
Because *tis to my purpose pat — ) 
For Justice, though she*s painted blind. 
It to the weaker side inclin*d, 710 

Like Charity ; else right and wrong 
Could never hold it out so long. 
And, like blind Fortune, with a slight 
Convey mens* interest and right 

From Stiles's pocket into Nokes's, 715 

As easily as Hocus Focus ; 
Play fast and loose ; make men obnoxious. 
And clear again, like Hiccius Doctius, 
Then whether you wou*d take her life. 
Or but recover her for your wife , 720 

Or be content with what she has , 
And let all other matters pass. 
The bus*ness to the law*s alone. 
The proof is all it looks upon : 
And you can want no witnesses V25 
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To swear to any thing you please. 

That hardly get their mere expences . 

By th* labour of their consciences ; 

Or letting out to hire their ears 

To affidavit customers , 730 

At inconsiderable values. 

To serve for jury-men or tallies , 

Although retained in th* hardest matters. 

Of trustees and administrators. 

For that, quoth he, let me alone ; 735 

W* have store of such, and all our own ; 
Bred up and tutor'd by our teachers , 
The ablest of conscience-stretchers. 

That's well, quoth he ; but I should guess , 
By weighing all advantages , 740 

Your surest way is first to pitch 
On Bongey for a water- witch; 
And when y' have hang*d the conjurer, 
Y' have time enough to deal with her. 
In th' intr*im, spare for no trepans 745 

To draw her neck into the bans : 
Ply her with love-letters and billets , 
And bait *em well, for quirks and quillets 
With trains t' inveigle, and surprize. 

Her heedless answers and replies ; 750 

And if she miss the mouse- trap lines. 
They'll serve for other by-designs ; 
And make an artist understand 
To copy out her seal or hand ; 

Or find void places in the paper 755 

To steal in something to intrap her; 
Till, with her worldly goods and body, 
Spight of her heart, she has endow'd ye. 
Retain all sorts of witnesses , 

That ply i' th' Temple under trees; 760 

Or walk the round, wiUi knights o* th* posts. 
About the cross-legg'd knights, their hosts ; 
Or wait for customers between 
The pillars-rows in Lincoln's Inn ; 
Where vouchers, forgers, common-bail » 765 
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And affidayit-men, ne*er fail 

T* expose to sale all sorts of oaths , 

According to their ears and cloaths. 

Their only necessary tools. 

Besides the Gospel and their souls : 770 

And when y' are fdmish*d with all purveys , 

I shall he ready at your serrice. 

I would not give, quoth Hudibras, 
A straw to understand a case. 

Without the admirahle skill 775 

To wind and manage it at will ; 
To yere, and tack, and steer a cause 
Against the weather-gage of laws ; 
And ring the changes upon cases 

As plain as noses upon faces , 780 

As you have well instructed me , 
For which you*ve eam*d (here 'tis) your fee. 
I long to practise your advice , 
And try the suhtle artifice ; 

To hait a letter, as you hid ; 785 

As not long after, thus he did: 
For having pump*d up all his wit. 
And hunun'd upon it, thus he writ. 
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HUDIBRAS TO HIS LADY. 



I who was once as great as Caesar, 

Am now reducM to Nebuchadnezzar; 

And from as fam*d a conqueror 

As ever took degree in war, 

Or did his exercise in battle, 5 

By you tum*d out to grass with cattle; 

For since I am deny'd access 

To all my earthly happiness : 

Am fallen from the paradise 

Of your good graces, and fair eyes ; 10 

Lost to the world, and you, I*m sent 

To eyerlasting banishment ; 

Where all the hopes I had t* have won 

Tour heart, b*ing dash*d, will break my own. 

Yet if you were not so severe 15 

To pass your doom before you hear, 
You*d find, upon my just defence. 
How much y* have wrong*d my innocence. 
That once I made a vow to you , 

Which yet is unperform*d, *tis true : 20 

But not because it is unpaid^ 
*Tis violated, though delayed ; 
Or, if it were, it is no fau*t. 
So heinous as you*d have it thought ; 

To undergo the loss of ears, 25 

Like vulgar hackney perjurers : 
For there's difTrence in the case, 
Between the noble and the base , 
Who always are observ'd t* have done't 
Upon as different an account: 90 
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The one for great and weighty cause. 

To salve in honour ugly flaws; 

For none are like to do it sooner 

Than those who are nicest of their honour: 

The other, for base gain and pay, 35 

Forswear, and perjure by the day; 

And make th* exposing and retailing 

Their souls and consciences a calling. 

It is no scandal, nor aspersion. 
Upon a great and nq|)le person^ 40 

To say he naturally abhorr'd 
Th' old-fashion'd trick. To keep his word ; 
Though *tis perfidiousness and shame 
In meaner men to do the same : 

For to be able to forget, 45 

Is found more useful to the great , 
Than gout, or deafness, or bad eyes , 
To make 'em pass for wond'rous wise. 
But though the law on perjurers 

Inflicts the forfeiture of ears, 60 

It is not just that does exempt 
The guilty, and punish th' innocent ; 
To make the ears repair the wrong 
Committed by th' ungovem'd tongue ; 

And when one member is forsworn 55 

Another to be cropt or torn. 
And if you shou'd, as you design , 
By course of law, recover mine. 
You're like, if you consider right, 

To gain but little honour by't. 60 

For he that for his lady's sake 
Lays down his life or limbs at stake , 
Does not so much deserve het favour. 
As he that pawns his soul to have her. 
This y* have acknowledg'd I have done, 65 

Although you now disdain to own; 
But sentence what you rather ought 
T* esteem good service than a fau't. 
Besides, oaths are not bound to bear 
That literal sense the words infer , 70 
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But, by the practice of the age , 

Are to be judg'd how far th' engage ; 

And, where the sense by custom*s checkt , 

Are found void, and of none effect. 

For no man takes or keeps a vow ' 75 

But just as he sees others do ; 

Nor are th* oblig*d to be so brittle , 

As not to yield and bow a little : 

For as best-temper*d blades are found , 
' Before they break, to bend quitor round, 80 

So truest oaths are still most tough. 

And though they bow, are breaking proof. 

Then wherefore should they not b* allow*d 

In love a greater latitude ? 

For as the law of arms approves 85 

All ways to conquest^ so should love's ; 

And not be ty*d to true or false , 

But make that justest that prevails : 

For how can that which is above 

All empire, high and mighty love, 90 

Submit its great prerogative 

To any other power alive ? 

Shall love, that to no crown gives place, ^ 

Become the subject of a case ? 

The fundamental law of nature , 95 

Be over-rul*d by those made after? 

Conunit the censure of its cause 

To any but its own great laws? 

Love, that's the world's preservative , 

That keeps all souls of things alive ; 100 

Controuls the mighty pow'r of fate. 

And gives mankind a longer date; 

The Ufe of nature, that restores 

As fast as time and death devours ; 

To whose free-gift the world does owe, 105 

Not only earth, but heaven too ; 

For love's the only trade that's driven. 

The interest of state in heav'n , 

Which nothing but the soul of man 
< Is capable to entertain. 110 
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For what can earth produce, but loTe 

To represent the joys aboye ? 

Or who but loTers can converse , 

Like angels, by the eye-discourse ? 

Address and compliment by vision; 115 

Make love and court by intuition ? 

And bum in amorous flames as fierce 

As those celestial ministers ? 

Then how can any thing offend , 

In order to so great an end? 120 

Or heav*n itself a sin resent, 

That for its own supply was meant? 

That merits, in a kind mistake , 

A pardon for th' offence's sake. 

Or if it did not, but the cause 125 

Were left to th' injury of laws. 

What tyranny can disapprove 

There should be equity in love ; 

For laws that are inanimate. 

And feel no sense of love or hate , 130 

That have no passion of their own , 

Nor pity to be wrought upon , 

Are only proper to inflict 

Revenge on criminals as strict: 

But to have power to forgive , 135 

Is empire and prerogative ; 

And 'tis in crowns a nobler gem 

To grant a pardon than condemn. 

Then since so few do what they ought, 

*Tis great t* indulge a well-meant fau't. 140 

For why should he who made address. 

All humble ways, without success. 

And met with nothing, in return , 

But insolence, afironts, and scorn, 

Not strive by wit to countermine, 145 

And bravely carry his design? 

He who was us'd so unlike a soldier. 

Blown up with philters of love-powder? 

And after letting blood, and purging, 

Condemn'd to voluntary scourging ; 150 
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Alarmed wiUi many a. horrid fright. 

And claw*d by goblins in the night; 

Insulted on, revilM, and jeer'd. 

With rade invasion of his beard ; 

And when your sex was foully scandal*d, 155 

As foully by the rabble handled ; 

Attack'd by despicable foes. 

And drub*d with mean and vulgar blows ; 

And, after all, to be debarred 

So much as standing on his guard ; 160 

When horses, being spurr'd and pricVd, 

Have leave to kick for being kicked? 

Or why should you, whose mother- wits 
Are fumish*d with all perquisites , 

That with your breeding-teeth begin, 165 

And nursing babies, that lie in , 
B* allow'd to put all tricks upon 
Our cully sex, and we use none? 
We, who have nothing but frail vows 

Against your stratagems t' oppose ; l70 

Or oaths more feeble than your own? 
By which we are no less put down? 
You wound, like Parthians, while you fly, 
And kill with a retreating eye : 

Eetire the more, the more we press , l75 

To draw us into ambushes. 
As pirates all false colours wear 
T' intrap th* unwary mariner , 
So women, to surprise us, spread 

The borrow'd flags of white and red ; 180 

Display 'em thicker on their cheeks 
Than their old grandmothers, the Picts ; 
And raise more devils with their looks , 
Than conjurer's less subtle books ; 

Lay trains of amorous intrigues, 185 

In tow'rs, and curls, and perriwigs. 
With greater art and cunning rear'd, 
Than Philip Nye*s thanksgiving beard , 
Preposterously t* entice, and gain 
Those to adore *em they disdain; 190 
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And only draw *em in, to clog 
With idle names a catalogue. 

A lover is, the more he's brave, 
T* his mistress but the more a slave; 

And whatsoever she commands, 195 

Becomes a favour from her hands ; 
Which he*s obliged t* obey, and must. 
Whether it be unjust or just. 
Then when he is compell'd by her 

T* adventures he would else forbear, 200 

Who with bis honour can withstand , 
Since force is greater than command? 
And when necessity's obey*d, 
Nothiog can be unjust or bad; 

And therefore when the migthy powVs 205 

Of love, our great ally and yours, 
Join*d forces not to be withstood 
By frail enamour'd flesh and blood. 
All I have done, unjust or ill. 

Was in obedience to your will ; 210 

And all the blame that can be due. 
Falls to your cruelty and you. 
Nor are those scandals I confest , 
Against my will and interest , 

More than is daily done of course 215 

By all men, when they're under force ; 
When some upon the rack confess 
What th* hangman and their prompters plesuse ; 
But are no sooner out of pain , 

Than they deny it all again. 220 

But when the Devil turns confessor. 
Truth is a crime he takes no pleasure 
To hear, or pardon, like the founder 
Of liars, whom they all claim under; 

And therefore, when I told him none , 225 

I think it was the wiser done. 
Nor am I without precedent. 
The first that on th* adventure went : 
All mankind ever did of course , 
And daily does the same, or worse , 230 
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For what romance can show a lover. 

That had a lady to recover, 

And did not steer a nearer course. 

To fall a-board on his amours? 

And what at first was held a crime, 235 

Has tum'd to honourable in time. 

To what a height did infant Rome, 
By ravishing of women, come ! 
When men upon their spouses seiz*d. 

And freely marry*d where they pleas*d, 240 

They ne*er forswore themselves, nor ly*d. 
Nor, in the mind they were in, dy*d; 
Nor took the pains t* address and sue. 
Nor play*d the masquerade to woo: 

Disdain'd to stay for friends* consents; 245 

Nor juggled about settlements : 
Did need no license, nor no priest. 
Nor friends, nor kindred, to assist ; 
Nor lawyers, to join land and money 

In th* holy state of matrimony , 250 

Before they settled hands and hearts , 
Till alimony or death them parts : 
Nor wou*d endure to stay until 
Th* had got the very bride*s good will ; 
But took a wise and shorter course 255 

To win the ladies, downright force. 
And justly made *em prisoners then , 
As they have often since, us men , 
With acting plays, and dancing jigs. 
The luckiest of all love's intrigues ; 260 

And when they had them at their pleasure. 
Then talk*d of love and flames at leisure ; 
For after matrimony's over , 
He that holds out but half a lover, 

Deserves for ev*ry minute more 265 

Than half a year of love before ; 
For which the dames in contemplation 
Of that best way of application , 
Prov*d nobler wives than e*er was known. 
By suit or treaty to be won; 270 
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And such as all posterity 

Cou*d never equal nor come nigh. 

For women first were made for men , > 
Not men for them — It follows, then , 
That men have right to ev'ry one , 275 

And they no freedom of their own : 
And therefore men have pow*r to chose. 
But they no charter to refuse. 
Hence *tis apparent, that what course 
Soe'er we take to your amours , 280 

Though hy the indirectest way, 
*Tis no injustice, nor foul play ; 
And that you ought to take that course > 
As we take you, for better or worse ; 

And gratefully submit to those 285 

Who you, before another, chose. 
For why should ev*ry savage beast 
Exceed his great lord's interest? 
Have freer pow'r than he in grace , 

And nature, o'er the creature has? 290 

Because the laws he since has made 
Have cut off all the pow'r he had ; 
Betrench'd the absolute dominion 
That nature gave him over women! 

When all his pow'r will not extend 295 

One law of nature to suspend ; 
And but to ofi*er to repeal 
The smallest clause, is to rebel. 
This, if men rightly understood 

Their privilege, they wou'd make good ; 300 

And not, like sots, permit their wives 
T' encroach on their prerogatives ; 
For which sin they deserve to be 
Kept, as they are, in slavery: 

And this some precious Gifted Teachers , 305 

Unrev'rently reputed leachers , 
And disobey'd in making love. 
Have vow'd to all the world to prove. 
And make ye suffer, as you ought. 
For that uncharitable fau't. 310 



y Google 



318 SAMUEL BUTLER. 

But I forget myself, and rove 
Beyond th* instructions of my love. 

Forgive me (Fair) and only blame 
Th* extravagancy of my flame, 

Since *tis too much at once to show 315 

Excess of love and temper too. 
All I have said that's bad and true. 
Was never meant to aim at yon, 
Who have so sovereign a controul 

0*er that poor slave of yours, my soul , 320 

That, rather than to forfeit you , 
Has ventur'd loss of heaven too : 
Both with an equal pow*r possest. 
To render all that serve you blest: 

But none like him, who's destin*d either 325 

To have, or lose you, both together. 
And if you'll but this fault release 
(For so it must be, since you please) 
I'll pay down all tiiat vow, and more , 
Which you commanded, and I swore , 330 

And expiate upon my skin 
Th' arrears in full of all my sin. 
For 'tis but just that I should pay 
Th' accruing penance for delay, 

Which shall be done, until it move 335 

Your equal pity and your love. 

The Knight, perusing this Epistle , 
Believ'd h* had brought her to his whistle; 
And read it like a jocund lover. 

With great applause t' himself, twice over; 340 

Subscrib'd his name, but at a fit 
And humble distance to his wit; 
And dated it with wond'rous art, 
Giv'n from the bottom of his heart ; 

Then seal'd it with his Coat of Love, 345 

A smoaking faggot — and above , 
Upon a scroll — I bum, and weep ; , 
And near it — For her Ladyship ; 
Of all her sex most excellent. 
These to her gentle hands present. 350 
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Then gave it to his faithful Squire , 
With lessons how t* observe and eye her. 
She first considerM -which was better. 
To send it back, or bum the letter, 

But guessing that it might import, 355 

Though nothing else, at least her sport. 
She open*d it, and read it out. 
With many a smile and leering flout: 
ResolT*d to answer it in kind. 
And thus perform*d what she design*d. 360 



y Google 



THE LADY'S ANSWER 

TO THE KNIGHT. 



That you*re a beast, and tnrn'd to grass , 

Is no strange news, nor ever was; 

At least to me, who once, you know. 

Did from the pound replevin you. 

When both your sword and spurs were won 5 

In combat by an Amazon. 

That sword, that did (like Fate) determine 

Th* inevitable death of vermine. 

And never dealt its furious blows , 

But cut the throats of pigs and cows , 10 

By Trulla was, in single fight, 

Disarmed and wrested from its Knight; 

Your heels degraded of your spurs. 

And in the stocks close prisoners ; 

Where still they'd lain, in base restraint, 15 

If I, in pity of your complaint , 

Had not, on honourable conditions, 

Keleast *em from the worst of prisons; 

And what return that favour met 

You cannot (though you wou*d) forget, 20 

When, being free, you strove t' evade 

The oaths you had in prison made ; 

Forswore yourself; and first deny*d it. 

But after own*d and justify*d it. 

And when y' had falsely broke one vow, 25 

Absolv*d yourself by breaking two. 

For while you sneakingly submit , 

And beg for pardon at our fees. 

Discouraged by your guilty fears , 

To hope for quarter for your ears , 30 
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And doubting t*iras in Tain to sne. 

Ton claim us h«ldly as your due ; 

Declare that treachery and force. 

To deal with ns, is ih''6nly course; 

We have no title nor pretence 35 

To body, sonl, or conmence; 

But ought to fall to that man's share 

That claims us for his proper ware. 

These are the motives which, t* induce 

Or fright us into lore, you use. 40 

A pretty new way of gallanting , 

Between soliciting and ranting; 

Like sturdy beggars, that intreat 

For charity at once, and threat. 

But since you undertake to prove 45 

Your own propriety in love ; 

As if we were but lawful prize 

In war between two enemies , 

Or forfeitores, which ev'ry lover. 

That wou*d but sue for, might ifecover , 60 

It is not hard to understand 

The myst*ry of this bdid demand. 

That cannot at our persons aim. 

But something datable of claim. 

'Tis not those poultry counterfeit 55 

French stones, which in our eyes yon set. 
But our right diamonds, that inspire 
And set your am*rous hearts on fire. 
Nor can those false St. Martin's beads. 
Which on our lips you lay for reds, 00 

And make us wear, like Indian dames, 
Add fuel to your scorching flames; 
But those true rubies of the rock , 
Which in our cabinets we lock. 

'Tis not those orient pearls our teeth, 65 

That you are so transported with ; 
But those we wear about our necks. 
Produce those amorous effects. 
Nor is*t those threads of gold, our hair » 
The periwigs you make as wear, 70 

BniLer. 21 
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Bnt those bright goineas in our chests. 

That light the wild fire in your breasts^ 

These loye-tricks I've been Ters*d in so » 

That all their sly intrigues I know , 

And can unriddle, by their tones, 75 

Their mystick cabals and jargones ; 

Can tell what passions, by their sounds , 

Pine for the beauties of my grounds; 

What raptures fond and amorous 

O* th* charms and graces of my house; 80 

What extasy and scorching flame, 

Bums for my money in my name; 

What from ih* unnatural desire 

To beasts and cattle takes its fire ; 

What tender sigh, and tric^ding tear, 85 

Longs for a thousand pounds a year ; 

And languishing transports are fond 

Of statute, mortgage, bill and bond. 

These are th' attracts which most men fall 
V Inamour*d, at first sight, withal: 90 

To these th* address with serenades. 
And court with balls and masquerades ; 
And yet, for all the yearning pain 
T* have suffer*d for their loves in vain , 
I fear they'll prove so nice and coy 95 

To have, and t'hold, and to enjoy , 
That all your oaths and labour lost , 
They'll ne'er turn ladies of the post. 
This is not meant to disapprove 

Your judgment in your choice of love ; 100 

Which is so wise, the greatest part 
Of mankind study't as an art ; 
For love shou'd, like a deodand. 
Still fall to th' owner of the land; 

And where there's substance for its ground, 105 

Cannot but be more firm and sound 
Than that which has the slightest basis 
Of airy virtue, wit, and graces ; 
Which is of such thin subtlety. 
It steals and creeps in at the eye, 110 
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And, as it can*t endure to stay» 
Steals out again as nice a way. 

Bat love, that its extraction owns 
From solid gold and precious stones, 

Must, like its shinuig patents, proTe 115 

As solid and as ^orious loTe. 
Hence 'tis you have no way t* express 
Our charms and graces but by these: 
For what are lips, and eyes, and teeth. 
Which beauty invades and conquers with, 120 

But rubies, pearls, and diamonds. 
With which a philter-loYe commands? 

This is the way all parents prove , 
In managing their childrens* love ; 

That force *em t* intermarry and wed , 125 

As if th* were bur*ing of the dead; 
Cast earth to earth, as in the grave. 
To join in wedlock ^11 they have : 
And when the settlement's in force , 

Take all the rest for better or worse: 130 

For money has a power above 
The stars and fate to manage love t 
Whose arrows, learned poets hold. 
That never miss, are tipp'd with gold. 
And though some say, the parents* claims 135 

To make love in their childrens* names. 
Who many times at once provide 
The nurse, the husband, and the bride; 
Feel darts and charms, attracts and flames* 
And woo and contract in their names; 140 

And as they christen, use to marry *em. 
And, like their gossips, answer for 'em; 
Is not to give in matrimony. 
But sell and prostitute for money: 

*Tis better than their own betroUiing, 145 

Who offcen do*t for worse than nothing; 
And when th* are at their own dispose. 
With greater disadvantage choose. 
All this is right; but for the course 
You take to do*t, by fra^d or force, 150 
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'Tib so lidicolons, as soon 

As told, *tis never to be done; 

^0 more than setters can belay. 

That tell what tri^s ikeff ave to flay. 

Harriage, at best, is but a tow, 155 

Whieh all men either break or bev: 

Then what will tiiose forbear to do , 

Who peijnre whem they do but weo? 

Such as before-hand swear and lia 

For earnest to Ifaeir treachery; 160 

And, rather than a crime confess. 

With greater ttrire to make it less; 

lake tibieyes, who, after sentence past, 

Haintan their snnocenoe ta the last; 

And when their crimes were made appaar 16& 

As plain as witnesses can swear* 

Tet, when the wretches come to die, 

Will take upon their death a lie. 

Nor are the Tirtnes yon confest 

T* yonr ghostly father, as yon gnest, iTO 

So slight as to be jnstify'd 

By bcdng as shameftilly deny*d. 

As if yon thought yonr word wosld pass 

Point blank on both sides of a case ; 

Or credit were not to be lost l75 

B* a brare Knighi-Eramt of the Post* 

That eats perfidiously his word. 

And swears his ears through a two inch boatd: 

Can own the same dung, and disown. 

And perjure boo^. Pro and Con: 180 

Can make the Gospel serre his tvn. 

And help him out, to be forsworn; 

When 'tis laid hands upon, and kist. 

To be betray'd and sold like Christ. 

These are the Tiitnes in i^ese name 185 

A right to all the world you claim. 

And boldly challenge a dominion. 

In grace and nature, o'er all women: 

Of whom no less will satisfy 

Than all the sex yonr tyraimy. 190 
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Atthongh yon*]l find U a haid pttfvinM, 

WiUi all your crafty frauds aad orrias» 

To goTern such a nnm'roiui crew. 

Who, one by one, bow gorem yoa : 

For if yon aJl were Solomons, 195 

And wise and great as he was «ace» 

Tonll find they're able to subdue 

(As they did him) and baifle yon. 

And if yon are impos*d upon 
*TiB by yonr own temptation done, 200 

That with yonr ignorance inTite, 
And teach us how to use the slight. 
For when we find y* are still mere takem 
With false attracts of our own making; 
Swear that's a rose, and that a stone, 205 

Itike sots, to us that laid it on. 
And what we did bst slightly prime, 
3£ost ignorantly daub in rhime ; 
Tou force us, in our own defences. 

To copy beams and influences ; 210 

To lay perfections on the graces , 
And draw attracts upon our faces: 
And, in compliance to your wit. 
Tour own false jewels counterfeit. 

For, by the practice of those arts 215 

We gain a greater share of hearts; 
And those deserve in reason most 
That greatest pains and study cost ; 
For great perfections are, like hearen. 
Too rich a present to be giyen. 220 

Nor are these master-strokes of beauty 
To be performed without hard duty, 
Which, when they're nobly done and wefl. 
The simple natural excell. 

How fair and sweet the planted rose 225 

Beyond the wild in hedges grows! 
For without art the noblest seeds 
Of flow'rs degen'rate into weeds. 
How dull and rugged, e're 'tis gromad 
And polish'd, looks a diamond! 230 
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Though Paradiae were e*er so fab. 
It was not kept so without care. v 

The whole world, without art and dress, 
' Would he hut one great wilderness; 
And mankind hut a savage herd , 285 

For all that nature has conferr*d. 
This does hut rough-hew, and design ; 
Leares art to poUsh and refine. 
Though women first were made for men. 
Yet men were made for them agen ; 240 

For when (outwitted hy his wife) 
Han first tum*d tenant hut for life , 
If women had not interren'd. 
How soon had mankind had an end ! 

And that it is in heing yet, 245 

To us alone you are in debt. 
And where*s your liherty of choice , 
And our unnatural No Voice? 
Since all the priyilege you boast, 

And faJsly usurp*d, or vainly lost, 250 

Is now our right; to whose creation 
Tou owe your happy restoration: 
And if we had not weighty cause 
To not appear, in making laws. 

We could, in spite of all ypur tricks, 255 

And shallow, formal politicks , 
Force you our managements t* obey. 
As we to yours (in shew) give way. 
Hence *tis that, while you vainly strive 
T* advance your high prerogative, 260 

You basely, after all your braves , 
Submit, and own yourselves our slaves ; 
And 'cause we do not make it known. 
Nor publicly our int*rest own, 
*'. Like sots, suppose we have no shares 265 

In ord*ring you and your affairs; 
When all your empire and command 
You have from us at second hand : - 
As if a pilot, that appears 
To sit still only while he steers, 270 
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And does not malie a noise and stir 

Like eViy common mariner , 

Knew nothing of the card, nor star. 

And did not guide the man of war; 

Nor we, because we don*t appear 275 

In councils, do not goyem there ; 

While, like the mighty Presier John, 

Whose person none dares look upon. 

But is preserv*d in close disguise , 

From being made cheap to vulgar eyes, 280 

W* enjoy as large a pow*r unseen. 

To goTem him, as he does men ; 

And in the right of our Pope Jccm, 

Hake £mp*rors at our feet fall down; 

Or Joan de PueeVs braver name , 286 

Our right to anns and conduct claim ; 

Who, though a spinster, yet was able 

To serve France for a Grand Constable. 

We make and execute all laws; 
Can judge the judges and the cause ; 290 

Prescribe all redes of right or wrong 
To th* long robe, and ti^e longer tongue; 
'Gainst which the world has no defence , 
But our more powerful eloquence. 

We manage things of greatest weight 295 

In all the world's affairs of state : 
Are ministers of war and peace , 
That sway all nations how we please. 
We rule all churches and their flocks, 
Heretical and orthodox; 300 

And are the heavenly vehicles 
O* th* i^lrits in all conventicles. 
By us is all commerce and trade 
Improved, and manag*d, and decay* d ; 
For nothing can go off so well, 305 

Nor bears that price, as what we sell. 
We rule in ev'ry publique meeting, 
And make men do what we judge fitting; 
Are magistrates in all great towns. 
Where men do nothing but wear gowns. 310 
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We make the man of war strike stM^ 

And to our braver conduct Teil» 

And, when h* has ehac*d his enemies # 

Submit to us upon his knees. 

Is there an officer of state 315 

Untimely rais*d, or magistrate , 

That's haughty and imperious? 

He*8 but a journeyman to us. 

Hiat as he giyes us cause to do*t^ 

Can keep him in, or turn him out. 320 

We are your guardians, that increase 
Or waste your fortunes, how it^e please ; 
And, as you humour us, can deal 
In all your matters, ill or well. 

*Tis we that can dispose alone, 325 

Whether your heirs shall be your own. 
To whose integrity you must , 
In spight of all your caution, trust; 
And, *less you fly beyond the seas 

Can fit you with what heirs we j^ase ; 330 

And force you t* own *em,4hougfh be|;ettta 
By French Valets or Irish Footmen. 
Nor can the vigorousest course 
Prevail, unless to make us worse; 

Who still, the harsher we are us*d 335 

Are farther off from b'ing reduc'd: 
And scorn t* abate, for any ills, 
The least punctilios of our wills. 
Force does but whet out wits t* apply 
Arts, bom with us, for remedy ; 340 

. Which all your politics, as yet. 
Hare ne*er been able to defeat: 
For when y* have try*d all sorts of ways, 
What fools d* we make of you in plays ! 
While all the favours we afford, 345 

Are but to girt you with the sword. 
To fight our battles in oui steads , 
And have your brains beat out 6* yds heads; 
Encounter, in despite of nature. 
And fight at once, with fire and water> 
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With pirates, rocks, and storms, and seas. 

Our pride and yanity t* appease ; 

Kill one another, and cut throats. 

For onr good graces, and best thoughts ; 

To do your exercise for honout, 355 

And haTO your brains beat out the sooner ; 

Or crack*d, as learnedly, upon 

Things that are never to be known; 

And still appear the more industrious. 

The more your projects are prepost*rous ; 360 

To square the circle of the arts. 

And run stark mad to shew your parts ; 

Expound the oracle of laws, 

And turn i^iem which way we see cause : 

Be our solicitors and agents , 365 

And stand for us in all engagements. 

And these are all the mighty pow*rs 
Ton Tainly boast to cry down ours ; 
And what in real yalue's wanting. 

Supply with rapouring and ranting; 870 

Because yourselyes are terrify*d. 
And stoop to one another's pride , 
Beliere we hare as little wit 
To be 6ut-heotor*d, and submit; 

By your example, lose that right 375 

In treaties which we gain*d in fight; 
And, terrify*d into an awe , 
Pass on ourselves a Salique law: 

Oti as some nations use, give place, __^ 

And tackle to your mighty race: 300 

Let men usurp th' unjust dominion. 
As if they were the better women. 
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CANTO I. 

1 When civil dudgeon &c.] Dudgeon, Who made the alter- 
ations in the last Edition of this Poem I know not, hut they are 
certainly sometimes for the worse ; and I cannot beliere the Author 
would have changed a word so proper in that place as dudgeon is, 
for that oifury, as it is in the last Edition. To take in dudgeon, is 
inwardly to resent some injnry or afi&ont ; a sort of grumbling uf the 
gizzard, and what is previous to actual fury. 

24 ThoU could as well, &c.] Bind oyer to the Sessions, as being 
a Justice of the Peace in his County, as well as Colonel of a Begi- 
meot of Foot in the Parliament's army, and a conunittee-Man. 

38 As Montaigne, &c.] Montaigne, in his Essays, supposes his 
cat thought him a fool, for losing his time in playing with her. 

66 Profovmdly sHlVd, &c. j Analytick is a part of logic, that 
teaches to decline and construe reason, as grammar does words. 

93 A Babylonish, &c.] A confusion of languages, such as some 
of our modem Virtuosi used to express theniselyes in. 

103 Or Cerberus himself, &c.] Cerberus; a name which poets 
give a dog with three heads, which they feigned door-keeper of Hell, 
that caressed the unfortunate souls sent thither, and deroured them 
^bat would get out again; yet Hercules tijsd him up, and made him 
follow. This dog with three heads denotes the past, the present, 
and the time to come ; which receiye, and, as it were, deyonr all 
things. Hercules got the better of him, which shews- that heroic 
actions are always yictorious oyer time, because they are present in 
the memory of posterity. 

115 That had the, &c.] Demosthenes, who is said to haye had 
a defect in his pronunciation, which he cured by using to speak with 
little stones in his mouth. 



*) Repiinted from 4be London Edition 1805. 
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120 Than Tjeko Brahe, Ac.] Tpeho Brake was an eminent 
Banish mathematician. 

131 WTiatever Seeptiok, Ac] Seeptiek. Pyrrho was the chief 
of the Seeptiek Philosophers, and was at first, as Apollodartu saith, 
a painter, then hecame the hearer of Driio, and at last the disciple 
afAnaxagoras, whom he followed into India, to see the GyninoaophUts, 
He pretended that men did nothing bnt by custom; that there was 
neither honesty nor dishonesty, justice nor injustice, good nor evil. He 
was yery solitary, liyed to be ninety years old, was highly esteemed 
in his country, and created chief priest. He lived in the time of 
Epicurus and Theophrastus, about the 120th Olympiad. His fol- 
lowers were called Pyrrhonians; besides which they were named 
the Ephecticks and Aphoreticks, but more generally Scepticks. This 
sect made their chiefest good to consist in a sedateness of mind, 
exempt from all passions ; in regulating their opinions, and modera- 
ting their passions, which they called Ataxia and Metriopathia ; 
and in suspending their judgment in regard of good and evil, truth 
or falsehood^ which they called Epechi. Sextus Empiricitg , who 
Jived in the second century, under the Emperor Antoninus Pius, 
wrote ten books against the mathematicians or astrologers, and three 
of the P3nThonian opinion. The word is derived from the Greek 
Vnirtrea^ai, quod est, considerare% speculari, 

143 He cou*d reduce, &c.] The old philosophers thought to ex- 
tract notions out of natural things, as chymists do spirits and essen- 
ces ; and, when they had refined them into the nicest subtilties, gave 
them as insignificant names as those operators do their extractions : 
But (as Seneca says) the subtiler things are rendered, they are but 
the nearer to nothing. So are all their definitions of things by acts 
the nearer to nonsense. 

147 Where Truth, Ac] Some authors have mistaken truth for 
% real thing, when it is nothing but a right method of putting those 
notions or images of things (in the understanding of man) into the 
game state and order that their originals hold in nature, and there- 
fore Aristotle says. Unwnquodque sieut se habet secundum esse^ 
ita se habet secundum veritatem. Met. L. ii. 

148 Like words eongeaCd, Ac] Some report that in Nova 
2embla, and Greenland, mens* words are wont to be frozen in the 
air, and at the thaw may be heard. 

151 In School-Divinity as able. 

Am he that Eight, irrefragable, Ac] 
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H«re afftia is another alttratiott of tiirce or four littet, as J 
think, for the worse. 

Some specifio epithets were added to the tide of sone finnoiis 
doctors, as AngsHem, hrtfrcigabilUf SuhtiUi, A;c; Tide Vom 
Etymolog. BcsUUt Jugemm^i ds Sgavitne, ^ Po$»evin*8 AfpamOm^* 
153 ^ Seeond Th&tHcu, or fit onee. 
To name them aitt, another Dtmee, 

Thomas Aquinas, a Dominican friar, was bom in 1224, and 
stndied at Cologne and Paris. He new modelled the school-diyinity, 
and was therefore called the Angelic Doctor, and Eagle of DM' 
net. The most illustrions persons of his time were ambitious of his 
friendship, and put a high yalae on his merits, so that they offered 
him bishopricks, which he refdsed with as much ardor as others seek 
after them. He died in the fiftieth year of his age, and was cano- 
nized by Pope John XH. We have his works in eighteen Tolnmes, 
sereral times printed. 

Johannes Dttnscotus was a yery learned man, who lired about 
the end of the thirteenth and beginning of the fonrteenth century. 
The English and Scotch strire which of them shall have the honotir 
of his birth. The English say, he was bom in Northumberland: the 
Scots alledge he was bom at Duns, in the Mers, the neighbouring 
county to Northumberland, and hence was called Dunscotus, 3fo' 
reri, Buchmian, and other Scotch historians, are of this opinion, 
and for proof cite his epitaph: 

Scotia «M genuit, Anglia siucepit, 
Qallia edocuit, Germania tenet. 

He died at Cologne, Noremb. 8. 1308. In the snppleMeat to 
Dr. Cave*s Historia lAteraria, he is said to be extraordinary toaas- 
ed in physicks, metaphysioks, mathematicks, and astronomy; that 
his fame was so great when at Oxford, that 30,000 scholars eaae 
thither to hear his lectures: that when at ParU, his arguments and 
authority carried it for the immaculate conception of the Blened 
Yirgin; so that they appointed a festiral on tiiat account, and wo«ld 
admit no scholars to degrees bat such as were of this mind. He was 
a great opposer of Thomas Aq«inas*s doctrine; and, for being a rery 
acute logician, was called Doctor SitbtUis; which was the reasoi 
also, that an old punster always called him the La4hif Doctor, ^ 

158 ^ Umgh as, dtc] Sorbon was the first and most consi- 
derable college of the uuversity of Paris, founded in the reign of 
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fit. Levis, by Robert /Sbrft^n, wliicih name is Bomedmes girgn to 
Hi* wbole Umyenitjr of Paiii, vliicb vm founded, About Sie year 
741, by CharlemaigM, at ^ pMsvaiion of the learned Alewimu, 
«riie was one of the first profesion there; since irhidi time it has 
been Tery funous. This college bafi been rebuilt with an extraordi- 
nary magnificence, at the charge of Cardinal Ridieliea, and contains 
lodgings for thiity-siz doctors, who are called the Society ofSorlnm, 
Those which are receired among them before Ihey hare receifed 
tiieir doctor's degree are only said to be of the HinfitaUty of Sot" 
hon. Gland. Hemerans de Acad. Paris. Spondan. in Annal. 

173 He knew, d^.] There is nothing more ridicoloos than the 
varioos opinions of authors about the seat of Paradise. Sir Walter 
Baleigh has taken a great deal of pains to collect them, in the be- 
ginning of his BUtory of the World; where those, who are unsatis- 
fied, may be fully informed. 

180 By a Iffigh-Dutch, &c.] Goropiw Beecmue endearours to 
proTC that High-Dutch was the language that Adam and Eye spoke 
in Paradise. 

\%\ If either of &c.] Adam and Eve being made, and not con- 
ceired and formed in the womb, had no narels as some learned men 
have supposed, because they had no need of them. 

182 Who first made, dtc] Musick is said to be inrented by 
Pythixgoras, who first found out the proportion of notes firam the 
sounds of hammers upon an anvil. 

232 Like Mahomet's, &c.] Mahomet had a tame dove, that 
nsed to pick seeds out of his ear, that it might be thought to whis- 
per and inspire him. His ass was so intimate with him, that the 
Mahometans belicTed it carried him to heayen, and stays there with 
him to bring him back again. 

257 It was Moncutick, and did grow 
In holy Orders by strict Vow, 

He made a tow nerer to cut his be(»rd until the Parliament had 
subdued the King; of which order of fanatick Totaries there were 
many in those times. 

281 So learned Taliacotius, d^c] Taliaeotius was an Italian 
surgeon, that found out a way to repair lost and decayed noses. 

This Taliaeotius was diief surgeon to the Ghreat Duke of Tus- 
cany, and wrote a treatise, De Owi^ Men^ris, which he dedicates 
to his great mastw; wherein he net only declares the models of his 
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wonderful o^rations in restoring of lost members, but gives yon cuts 
of the Yery instruments and ligatures he made use of therein ; from 
hence our Author (eum posiiea lieentiaj has taken his simile. 

289 For cu Aeneas, &c.] Amuai was the son of Anchises and 
Venus; a Trojan, who, after long travels, came to Italy, and after 
the death of his father-in-law, Latinus, was made king of Latium, 
and reigned three years. His story is too long to insert here, and 
tfaerefcnre I refer you to VtrgiVs Aeneids. Troy being laid in adies, 
he took his aged father Anchises upon his back, and rescued him 
from his enemies. But being too solicitious for his son and household 
gods, he lost his wife Crensa; which Mr. Dryden, in his excellent 
translation, thus expresseth. 

Haste my dear father, ( *ti8 no time to wait,) 
And load my shoulders with a willing freight. 
Whatever be/als, your life shall be my care; 
One death, or one deliverance, we will share. 
My hand shall lead our little son; and you. 
My faithful consort, shall our steps pursue, 
337 For Arthur, &c.] "Who this Arthur was, and whether any 
ever reigned in Britain, has been doubted heretofore, and is by some 
to this very day. However, the history of him, which makes him one 
of the nine worthies of the world, is a subject sufficient for the Poet 
to be pleasant upon. 

359 Toledo trusty, Ac] The capital city of New Castile, in 
Spain, with an archbishopric and primacy. It was very famous,, 
amongst other things, for tempering the best metal for swords, as 
Damascus was, and perhaps may be still. 

389 But left the trade, as nuzny more 
Have latelp done, ^c, 
Oliver Cromwell and Colonel Pride had been both brewers. 
433 That Caesar*s Horse, who, as Fame goes. 
Had corns upon his Feet cmd Toes* 
Julius Caesar had a horse with feet like a man*s. Utehatur 
equo insigni; pedihus prope huma/nis, ^ in modum digitorum an- 
gulis fissis. Suet, in Jul. Cap. 61. 

467 The mighty Tyrian Queen, that gained 
With subtile Shreds ff, Tract of Land, 
Dido, Queen nf Carthage, who bought as nmch land jis tb» 
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could compass with an ox*s hide, which she cot into small diongs» 
and cheated the owner of so much ground as serred her to hu^d 
Cartbage upon. 

476 As the bold, dec.] Aenecu, whom Virgil reports to use % 
golden bon|^ for a pass to hell; and tailors call that place Hett 
where they put all they steal. 

526 Am three, &c.] Read the great Geographical Dictionary,, 
nnder that word. 

530 In Magieh, &c.] Talisman is a device to destroy any sort 
of Termin, by casting their images in metal, in a precise minute, 
when the stars are perfectly inclined to do them all the mischief they 
can. This has been experienced by some modem Yirtnosi upon rats, 
mice, and fleas, and found (as they affirm) to produce the effect 
with admirable success. 

Raymund Lully interprets cabal, out of the Arabic, to signify 
Seientiasuperabtmdans ; which his commentator, Cornelius A^ppa, 
by oyer-magnifying, has rendered a very superfluous foppery. 

532 As far as, &c.] The author oi Magia Adamica endeayours 
to prove the learning of the ancient Magi to be derived from that 
knowledge which God himself taught Adam in Paradise before 
the fall. 

535 And much of Terra Incognita, 
Tike intelligible World cou'd say. 

The intelligible world is a kind of Terra del Fuego, or Psitta^ 
eorum Regio, dec. discovered only by the philosophers ; of which thenf 
talk, like parrots, what they do not understand. 

538 As lea/med, &c,] No nation in the world is more addicted 
to this occult philosophy than the Wild-Irish are, as appears by the 
whole practice of their lives; of which see Camden in his descrip-( 
tion of Ireland. 

539 Or Sir Agrippa, &c.] They who would know more of Sir 
Cornelius Agrippa, here meant, may consult the Great Dictionary. 

541 ffe Anthroposophus and Floud, 
And Jacob Behmen wnderstood, 
Antroposophus is only a compound Greek word, which signifies 
a man that is wise in the knowledge of men, as is used by soma 
anonymous author to conceal his true name. 

Dr. Floud was a sort of an English Rosy-crucian, whose workr 
aie extant, and as intelligible as those of Jacob Behmen, 



y Google 



336 KOTES. Part. I. 

545 ill BiMy-eracian Lot€ as Isarmsd^ 
At he thai Veie Adeptns tfoiwMi 

The fraternity of the Rosy-cradans is very like tbe iac| ef tfce 
aneient Gnottici, who catied themselTes so from 4lie exeelknt kam- 
iDg they pratended to, ahhong^ they weve leally tfie inoet niica- 
loas sots of mankind. 

Vers Adeptui is one tiiat has commenced in dieit fraatiA 
extravagance. 

646 Thou that with Ale or viler Liquort, 
Didit inspire Withers, Pryn, and Vicars. 

This Vieart was a man of as great interest and authority in til^e 
late Reformation as Pryn or Withers, and as able a po^. H^ trmi$- 
lated VtrgiVs Aeneids into as horrible Travesty in earnest, ^s ^e 
French Searron did in burlesque, and was only ontdone in his way 
by the politic author of Oceana. 

714 We that are, &c.J This speech is set down as it was deli- 
Tered by the Knight, in his own words : But since it is ^elow the 
gravity of heroical poetry to admit of humour, but 9II men are obfi- 
ged to speak wisely alike, and too much of so extravagant a fpUy 
would become tedUous and impertinent, the rest of his hara^gaes 
have only his sense expressed in other words, unless in some few 
places, where his own words could not be so well avoided. 

753 In blood/y, &c.] Cynarctomaehy signifies nothing in the 
world but a fight between dogs imd bears; though hoih tlie learned 
and ignorant agree that in such words very great kaowladge is eon- 
tained: And our Knight, as one, or both, of those, waf of the ^ame 
opinion. 

758 Or Force, &eJ] Another of the same kind, whieh, tho«|^ it 
appear ever so learned and profound, means nothing else bot Ae 
weeding of com. 

777 The lsidi2LVi^ fought for the Truth 
Of th* Elephant amd Monkey*s Tooth, 

The History of the White Elephant and the Monkey's Tooth, 
which the Indians adored, is written by Mom* le Blanc, This mon- 
key's tooth was taken by the Portuguese from those that worshqiped 
it; and though they offered a vast ransom for it, yet the Christiani 
were persuaded by their priests ratiher to bum it. But as soon as 
the file was kindled, all the peoide present were not able to endure 
the horrible iitmk that came from it, as if t^ fire had been made of 
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the same ingredients with which seamen use to compose that kind 
of granados which they call stinkards. 

903 '*Tis $ung, there is a valiant Mamaluke 
In Foreign land, yclept — 

Mamahike is the nam^ of the militia of the Sultans of Egypt. It 
signified a serrant or soldier. They were commonly captives taken 
from amongst the Christians , and instructed in niilitary discipline* 
and did not marry. Their power was great ; for besides that the 
Sultans were chosen out of their body, they disposed of the most 
important officy of the kingdom. They were formidable about 200 
years; till at last Selivn, Sultan of the Turks, routed them, and 
killed their Sultan, near Aleppo, 1516, and so put an end to the em- 
pire of Mamalukes, which had lasted 267 years. 

No question but the rhime to Mamaluke was meant Sir Samuel 
Luke, of whom in the Biographical Notice. 

913 Ebnour is like a widow, won 

With brisk attempt and putting on; &c. 

Our English prorerbs are not impertinent to this purpose : 

Jffe that WO08 a Maid, must seldom come in her sight; 
But he that woos a Widow, must woo her Day and Night, 

This prorerb being somewhat immodest, Mr. Ray says he would 
not have inserted it in his collection, but that he met with it in a 
little book, intitled, the Quakers* Spiritual Cou/rt proclaimed, 
written by Nathaniel Smith, Student in Physic; wherein the au- 
thor mentions it as counsel given him by Eilkiah Bedford, an emi- 
nent Quaker in Londpn, who would have had him to have married 
a rich widow, in whose house he lodged. 



CANTO n. 

47 That is to say, whether ToUutation, 
As they do term't, or Succussation. 
ToUutation and Succussation are only Latin words for ambling 
Butler. 22 
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And trotting; though I beliere both were natural amongst the old 
Romans ; since I never read they made nse of the trammel, or any 
other art, to pace their horses. 

60 As Indian Britons, &c.] The American Indians call a great 
bird they have, with a white head, a pengoin, wMch signifies the 
same thing in the British tongne : firom whence (wiih other words of 
the same kind) some authors hare endeayoured to prore, that the 
Americans are originally derired from the Britons. 

65 Ths dire, dec] PharsaUa is a city of Thessaly, famous for 
42ie battle won by Julius Caesar against Pempey th& Oreat, in the 
neighbouring plains, in the 607th year of Rome, of which read 
Luean's Pharsalia, 

129 Chiron, t?^ &c.] Chiron, a Centaur, son to Saturn and 
Fhillyris, living in the mountains, where, being much given to hun- 
ting, he became very knowing in the virtues of plants, and one of 
the most famous physicians of his time. He imparted his skill to 
Aesculapius, and was afterwards Apollo*s governor, until being 
wounded by Hercules, and desiring to die, Jupiter placed him in 
heaven, where he forms the sign of Sagittarius or the Archer. 

134 In Staffordshire, where virtuous Worth 
Does raise the Minstrelsy, not Birth, &c. 

The whole history of this ancient ceremony you may read at 
large in Dr. Plot*s History^ of Staffordshire, under the town Tutbnry. 

155 Grave as, &c.] For the history of Pegu, read Mandeha 
and Olea/riu8*s Travels. 

l72 in military, &c.] Paris Garden, in Southwark, took its 
name from the possessor. 

^' 231 Though by, &c.] Promethean fire. Prometheus was the son 
of lapetus, and brother of Atlas, concerning whom the poets have 
feigned, that having first formed men of the earth and water, he 
stole fire from heaven to put life into them; and that having thereby 
displeased Jupiter, he commanded Vulcan to tie him to mount Cau- 
casus with iron chains, and that a vulture should prey upon his liver 
continually: but the truth of the story is, that Prometheus was an 
astrologer, and constant in observing the stars upon that mountain; 
and that, among other things, he found the art of making fire, either 
by the means of a flint, or by contracting the sun-beams in a glass. 
Boehart will have Hagog, in the Scripture, to be the Promciheiis 
of the Pagans^ 
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He here and before sareaitieaUy derides those who were gveai 
admirers of the sympathetic powder and weapon sake, which wero 
m great repnte in those days, and much promoted hy the great Sir 
Kenelm Dighy, who wrote a treatise ex fTof€i8o on that subject, 
and, I believe, thought what be wrote to be true, which dnce has 
been idmost exploded out of the world. 

267 And *mong, (fcc] Cossacks are a people that live near Po- 
land. This name was given them for their extraordinary nimbleness ; 
for cosa, or.kosa, in the Polish tongue, signifies a goat. He that 
would know more of them, may read Le Laboreur and HiuldewM. 
27B^And tho*, &c.] This custom of 'the Huns is described by 
Ammicmus MareelUnus, Htmni semicruda cujusvis Pecoris come 
vesctmtur, quam inter femora sua ^ equoritm terga subsertam, 
calefacient brevi. P. 686. 

283 He 8pou8*d in India, 
' Of noble Hot*$e, a Lady gay. 
The Story in Le Bla/ne, of a bear thai; married a king's daughter, 
is no more strange than many others, in most travellers, that pass 
with allowance ; for if they should write nothing but what is possible, 
or probable, they might appear to have lost their labour, and obserr-* 
ed nothing but what they might have done as weU at home. 
343 In Magic he was deeply read. 

As he that made the Brazen-Head; 
Profotmdly skill* d in the Blaek Art; 
As £Dglish Merlin /or his Heart. 
Roger Bacon and Merlin. See Collier* s Dictionary. 

368 As Joan &c.] Two notorious women; the last was known 
here by the name of Mall Cutpurse. 

378 Tha/n the Amazonian, &c.] Penthesile, Queen of the Ania- 
zons, succeeded Orythia. She carried succours to the Trojans, and 
after having given noble proofs of her bravery, was killed by Achilles. 
Pliny saith, it was she that invented the battle-ax. If any one de- 
sire to know more of the Amazons, let him read Mr. Sanson. 
385 They wou*d not suffer the stout* st Dame 
^ To swear by Hercules*s Name. 
The old Romans had particular oaths for men and women t» 
iswear by ; and therefore Maerobius says, Viri per Castor em notk 
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jwrabcmt antiquiius, nee IMieres per Heretdem; Aedepol autem 
juramentwn erat turn mulieribus, quam viris eommune, &c, 

393 As stout, dec.] Two fonnidable women at arms, in roman- 
ces, that were cadgelled into love by their gallants. 

395 O/Gondibert, dtc.] Owndihert is a feigned name, made use 
of by Sir William d*Avenant in his famous epic poem, so called; 
wherein yon may find also that of his. mistress. This poem was de- 
signed by the author to be an imitation of the English Drama: it 
being divided into five books, as the other is into five acts ; the Can- 
tos to be parallel of the scenes, with this difference, that this is de- 
livered narratively, the other dialogaewise. It was ushered into the 
world by a large preface, written by Mr. Hobbes, and by the pens 
of two of OUT best poets, viz. Mr. Waller and Mr. Cowley, which 
bne would have thought might have proved a sufficient defence and 
protection against snarling critics. Notwithstanding which, four 
eminent wits of that age (two of which were Sir John Denham and 
Mr. Donne) published sereral copies of verses to Sir William's dis- 
credit, under this title, Certain Verses written by several of the 
Author* s Friends, to he reprinted with the second Edition of Gun- 
dibert in 8vo. Lond, 1653. These verses were as wittily answered 
by the author, under this title« The ineompa/rahle Poem of Gundi- 
bert vindicated from the Wit Combat of four Esquires, Clinias, 
Damoetas, Sancho, an(2 Jack-Pudding; printed in 8vo. Lond. 1665. 
Vide Langhain*s Account of Dramatic Poets. 

496 What OEstrum, Ac] OEstrum is not only a Chreeh word 
for madness^ but signifies also a gadbee or horse-fly, that torments 
cattle in the summer, and makes them run about as if they were mad. 

525 Wore in their Eats, Ac] Some few days after the KiDg 
had accus*d the five Members of Treason in the House of Commons, 
great crowds of the rabble came down to Westminster-Hall, with 
printed copies of the Protestation tied in their hats like favours. 

526 When *twas resoWd by either House 
Six Members Quarrel to espouse. 

The King ordered six Members to be apprehended, and their 
papers seized ; charging them of plotting with the Scots, and favou- 
ring the late tumults; but the House voted against the arrest of their 
persons or papers; whereupon the King having prefen^d articles 
against those Members^ he went with his guard to the House to 
Remand them; but they, having notice, with£ew. 
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578 Mckke thctt, &c.] Abosire or uuniltiDg had been better; Imt 
crar Knight believed the learned language more conyenient to nn^ 
derstand in than his own Moiher-tongae. 

650 Ai%d is indeed the self same Case 

With theirs that swore f Et caeteras. 

The convocation, in one of the short Parliaments, that ushered 
in the long one, (as dwarfs are wont to do knights-errant,) made an 
oath to be taken by the clergy for observing canonical obedience ; in 
which they enjoined their brethren, out of the abundance of their 
consciences, to swear to articles with, &c. 

652 Or the French League, in which men vow*d 
To fight to the last Drop of Blood, 

The Holy League in France, designed and made for the extir- 
pation of the Protestant Religion, was the original, out of which the 
Solemn League and Covenant here was (with the dilSerence only of 
circumstances) most faithfully transcribed. Nor did the success of 
both differ more than the intent and purpose; for after the destruc- 
tion of vast numbers of people of all sorts, both ended with the mur- 
der of two Kings, whom they had both sworn to defend : And as 
our Covenanters swore every man to run one before another in the 
way of Reformation, so did the French, in the Holy League, to fight 
to the last drop of blood. 



CANTO m. 

134 First TruUa stav*d, Ac] Staving and Tailing are terms 
of art used in the Bear-Garden, and signify there only the parting 
of dogs and bears : Though they are used metaphorically in sever^ 
other professions, for moderating; as law, divinity, hectoring, &c. 
163 Or like the late corrected leathern 
Ea/rs of the Circumcised Brethren. 

Pryn, Bastwich, and Buflrton, who laid down their ears as pro- 
jdes for their profession of the godly party, not long after maintained 
their right and title to the pillory to be as good and lawful as theirs 
who first of all took possession of it in their names. 

328 That old, &c.J Pygmalion, king of Tyre, was the son of 
Hargenus, or Mechres, whom he succeeded* and lived 56 yeaxs» 
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thereof he reigned 47.. JHdo, fais stfiter, was to hare goTemed with 
ham, but it was pieteiided ike subjects thought it not conv^ent 
She married Siehaits, -who was the king's unde, and very rich; 
wherefore be put him to death; and Dido soon after departed the 
kingdom. Poets say, Pygmalion was punished for the hatred he 
bore to women with the loTe he had to a statue. 

925 And as the French we conquered once. 
Now give tc9 Laws for Pantaloons, &c. 
Pcmtaloom were some of the fantastick fashions wherein we 
aped the French. 

At quisquis Insula satus Btittmnica 

Sic patria intolens fastidiet suam, 

Ut more aimiae laboret jmgere, 

Et aemulari Gallieas ineptias, 

Et omni Gallo ego hune opinor ebrium; 

Ergo ex Britanno, ut Gallua esse nititur. 

Sic Dii jubete, fiat ex Gallo Capus. 

Thomas More. 

Galliis is a river in Phrygia, rising out of the mountains of €e- 
lenae» and discharging itself into the river Sanger, the water of 
which is of that admirable quality, that, being moderately drunk, it 
purges the brain, and cures madness ; but hu-gely drunk, it makes 
men frantick. Plim/, Horatius, 

1123 A learned divine in King James* s time wrote a polemick 
work against the Pope, and gave it that unlucky nick-name of The 
Pope*8 Bull baited. 

1156 Canonical Cravat, &c.] Smectymmjtus was a club of five 
parlimentary holders-forth ; the characters of whose names and ta- 
lents were by themselves expressed in that senseless and insignifi- 
cant word. They wore handkerchiefs about their necks for a mark 
of distinction (as the Officers of the Parliament Army then did) which 
afterwards degenerated into carnal cravats. About the beginning of 
the long Parliament, in the year 1641, these five wrote a book 
against Episcopacy and the Common Prayeir, to which they all sub- 
scribed Uieir names; being Stephen Marshal » Edmund Calam^, 
Thomcu Yoftng, Matthew Newcomen, and William Spurstcnv, and 
from thence they and their followers were called SmectymniuiB. 
They are remarkable for another pious book, which they wrote some 

I after that, iatttled. The Kings Cabinet unlocked, wherein afl 
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the chaste and endearing expressions, in the letters that passed be- 
twixt his Majesty King Charles L and his Royal Consorts are by 
these painfdl labourers in the Devil's vineyard turned into burlesque 
and ridicule. Their books were answered with as much calmness 
and genteelness of expression, and as much learning and honesty, 
by the Rev. Mr. Sywionds, then a deprived clergyman, as their*s 
was stuffed with malice, spleen, and rascally invectives. 
1249 Cardinals they say do grope 
At f other end the new made Pope, 

This relates of the story of Pepe Joan, who was called John VIH. 
Platvna saith she was of English extraction, but bom at Mentz ; 
who, hkving disguised herself like a man, tifavelled with her para- 
mour to Athens, where she made such progress in learning, that 
coming to Rome, she met with few that could equal her ; so that, 
on the death of Pope Leo /F. she was chosen to succeed him ; but 
being got with child by one of her domestics, her travail came upon 
her between the Colossian Theatre and St. Clement's, as she was 
going to the Lateran Church, and died upon the place, having sat 
two years, one month, and four days, and was buried there without 
any pomp. He owns that, for the shame of this, the Popes decline 
going through this street to the Lateran. ^ 

1262 To leave your Vitilitigation, dtc. 

Vitilitigation is a word the Knight was passionately in love with, 
and never failed to use it upon all occasions ; and therefore to omit 
it, when it fell in the way, had argued too great a neglect of his 
learning and parts; though it means no more than a preverse hu- 
mour of wrangling. 

1373 Mere Disparata, &c.] Disparata are things separate and 
unlike, from the Latin word Disparo. 
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CANTO I. 

1 But now € observe, &c.] The beginniDg of this Second Part 
may perhaps seem strange and abrupt to those who do not know 
that it was written on purpose in imitation of Virgil, who begins the 
lYth Book of his Aeneids in the very same manner, At retina 
gravi, &c. And this is enough to satisfy the curiosity of those 
who belieye that inyention and fancy ought to be measured (like 
cases in law) by precedents , or else they are in the power of the 
critick. 

205 A Saxon Duke, &c.J This history of the Duke of Saxony 
is not so strange as that of a Bishop, }m countryman, who was quite 
eaten up with rats and mice. 

237 iSw^Pyrrhus, &c.J Pyrrhus, King of Epirus, as Pliny 
gays , had this occult quality in bis toe , PoUteis in dextro Peds 
taetu Lienosis medebatur, L. 7. C. 11. 

259 In close Catasta shut, Ac] Cata$ta is but a pair of Stocks 
in English. But heroical poetry must not admit of any Tulgar 
word (especially of paltry signification), and therefore some of our 
modem authors are fain to import foreign words from abroad « that 
were never before heard of in our language. 

371 The ancient writers of the lives of saints were of the same 
sort of people who first writ of knighterrantry : and as in the one 
they rendered the brave actions of some great persons ridiculous, by 
their prodigious lies , and sottish way of describing them , so they 
hare abused the piety of some devout persons , by imposing such 
stories on them as this upon St. Francis, 

393 This made the beauteous Queen, &c.] The History of 
Pasiphae is conunon enough : only thim may be observed , that tho* 
she brought the bull a son and heir , yet the husband was^ain to 
father it; as appears by the name; perhaps, because being an 
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island, he was within the four seas when the infant was be- 
gotten. 

338 As your own Secretary, Ac] Alherttts Magnus was a 
Swedish Bishop, who wrote a Tcry learned work, l)e Seeretis 
Mulierum, 

470 Unless it be to squint, &c.] Pliny, in his Natural History, 
affirms, that Uni miimalium homini oeuli depravantur, tmde CognO' 
mina Strabonum ^ Paetoruni, Lib. 2. 

632 As Friar Bacon's Noddle was, Ac] The tradition of Friar 
Bacon and the Brazen Head is yery commonly known ; and , consi- 
deriDg the times he lired in , is not much more strange than what 
another great Philosopher of his name has delivered up of a ring, 
that being tied in a string , and held like a pendulum in the middle 
of a silyer howl, will vibrate of itself, and tell exactly, against the 
sides of the divining cup, the same thing with. Time is. Time 
was, &c. 

533 American Indians , among whom (the same authors affirm) 
there are others , whose sculls are so soft , to use their own words, 
Ut Digito perforari posstmt. 

566 Or Oracle, Ac] Jupiter s Oracle in Epirus, near the city 
of Dodona, Ubi Nemus erat Jovi sacrum, Querneum totum, in quo 
Jovis Dodonaei templum fuisse narratur. 

715 Semiramis, Queen of Assyria , is said to be the first that 
invented Eunuchs. Semiramis teneros mares castravit omnium 
prima,. Am. Marcel. L. 34. p. 12. 

725 For some Philosophers, Ac] Sir JT. i>. in his Book of Bo- 
dies, who has this story of the German Boy, which he endeavours to 
make good by several natural reasons ; by which those who have 
the dexterity to believe what they please , may be fully satisfied of 
the probability of it. 

845 A Persian Emperor, Ac] Xerxes, who used to whip the 
seas and wind. In Corum atque Evrum solitus saevire Flagellis. 
Juv. Sat. 10. 
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15 So th* cmeient toiks, &c.] In Portieu (Stoicorum Sehola 
Athenit) Discipulorum seditionihus mille Quadringenti trigifUa 
Cives interfeeti sitnL Diog. LaerU in vita Zenonis, p. 383. Those 
old Virtuosos were better proficients in those exercises than modem, 
who seldom improve higher than cuffing and kicking. 

19 Bonum is such a kind of animal as our modem Virtuosi from 
I^on Quixote will have windmills under sail to be. The same authors 
are of opinion , that all ships are fishes while they are afloat ; but 
when they are run on ground , or laid up in the dock , become ships 
again. 

413 In a totun, &c.] The history of the Cobler had been at> 
tested by persons of good credit , who were upon the place when it 
was done. 

548 ffave been exchcmg^d, &c.] The Knight was kept prisoner 
in Exeter, and, after several exchanges proposed, but none accepted 
of, was at last released for a barrel of ale , as he often used to 
declare. 

678 Bore a slave with him in his chariot. 
' — Et sibi Consul 
Me placeat, eurru servus portatur eodem. 

683 ffung out, Ac] Ttmica Coccinea solebat pridie guam 
dimicandum esset, supra praetorium poni, quasi admonitio, ^ in* 
dieium futurae pugnae, Lipsius in Tacit, p. 56. 

787 Next Liv^ , &c.] That the Roman Emperors were wont 
to have torches borne before them (by day) in publick , appears by 
Herodian in Pertinace. Lips, in Tacit, p. 16. 

879 Vespasian being dawb*d, Ac] C. Caesar suecensens, prop^ 
ter ewram verrendis viis non adhibitam , Luto jussit oppleri eon- 
gesto per milites in praetextae sinum, Sueton. in Vespas. C. 5. 



CANTO m. 



140 A Ledger, &c.] The Witch-finder in Suffolk, who , in the 
Presbyterian times , had a commission to discover witches , of whom 
(right or wrong) he caused sixty to be hanged within the compass of 
one year ; and , among the rest , the old minister , who had been a 
painful preacher for many years. 
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159 Did he not help the Dutch, &c,} In the heginning of th» 
Civil Wars of Flanders , the common people of Antwerp in a tumult 
faroke open the cathedral church , to demolish images and shrines, 
and did so much mischief in a small time, that Strada writes, 
there were seyeral Devils seen very hnsy among them , otherwise it 
had heen impossible. 

161 Sinff catches, Ac] This Devil at Mascon delivered all his 
oracles, like his forefathers , in verse ^ which he sung to tunes. He 
made several lampoons upon the Hugonots, and foretold them many- 
things which afterwards came to pass ; as may be seen in his Me- 
moirs, written in French. 

163 Appeared in divers, Ac] The History of Dr. Dee and the 
Devil, published hyM&r. Casauhon, Isaac Fil. Prebendary of Canter- 
bury , has a large account of all those passages , in which the style 
of Uie true and false angels appears to be penned by one and the 
same person. The Nun of Loudon , in France , and all her tricks, 
have been seen by many persons of quality of this nation yet* living, 
who have made very good observations upon the French book written 
on that occasion. 

165 Met with, &c.] A Committee of the Long Parliament, 
sitting in the Riug's-house in Woodstock-Park , were terrified with 
several apparitions , the particulars whereof were then the news of 
the whole nation. 

157 ^^Sarum, &c.] Withers has a long story, in doggerel, 
of a soldier in the Ring's army, who, being a prisoner at Salisbury, 
and drinking a health to the Devil upon his knees, was carried away 
by him through a single pane of glass. 

224 Si/nce old YLo^ge BKton f &c.] Ro^er Bacon, commonly 
called Friar Bacon , lived in the reign of our Edward I. and , for 
some little skill he had in the mathematicks , was by the rabble 
accounted a conjurer, and had the sottish story of the Brazen Head 
fathered upon bdm by the ignorant Monks of those days. Robert 
Orosthead was Bishop of Lhicoln in the reign of Henry HI. He 
was a learned man for those times , and for that reason suspected 
by the Clergy to be a conjurer ; for which crime , being degraded by 
Pope Innocent lY. and summoned to appear at Rome , he appealed 
to the tribunal of Christ ; which our lawyers say is illegal , if not a 
Pfcaemunire, for offering to sue- in a Foreign Court. 

313 Which Socrates, &c.] Aristophanes, in his Comedy- of the 
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Clouds , brings in Soeratet and Chiierepfum, measuring the leap of 
a flea from the one's beard to the other's. 

404 Wen rait*d by kirn, d^.] This Fisk was a late £unoas 
Astrologer » who flourished about the time of Subtile and F<ue, and 
was equally celebrated by Ben Jonton, 

436 Unless it be, &cJ] This experiment was tried by some 
foreign Virtuosos, who planted a piece of ordnance point blank 
against the Zenith, and haring fired it, the bullet nerer rebounded 
back again; which made them all conclude that it sticks in tiie 
mark: but Des Cartes was of opinion, that it does but hang in the air. 

477 As lately *t wcu, &c.] Hiis Sidgwiek had many persons 
(and some of quality) that believed in him, and prepared to keep the 
day of judgment with him , but were disappointed ; for which the 
false prophet was afterwards called by the name of Dooms-day 
Sedgvuick. 

609 Your modem Indian , Ac] This compendious new way of 
magick is affirmed by Monsieur Le Blanc (in his travels) to be used 
in the East Indies. 

627 Bumbastus kept, &c.] Paracelsus is said to have kept a 
small Devil prisoner in the pmnmel of his sword , which was the 
reason, perhaps , why he was so valiant in his drink. Howsoever, it 
was to better purpose than Hannibal carried poison in bis , to dis- 
patch himself, if he should happen to be surprised in any great ex- 
tremity ; for the sword would have done the feat alone much better, 
and more soldier-like ; and it was below the. honour of so great a 
commander to go out of the worid like a rat. 

635 Agrippaibdp^^ d:c.] Cornelius Agrippa had a dog that 
was suspected to be a spirit , for some tricks he was wont to do 
beyond the capacity of a dog , as it was thought ; but the author of 
Magia Adamica has taken a great deal of pains to vindicate both 
the doctor and the dog from the aspersion , in which he has shewn a 
very great respect and kindness for them both. 

679 As Avenhois , &c.] Averhoiss Astronomiam propter Ex^ 
centrieos eontempsit, Phil. Melancthon in Elem. Phil. p. 781. 

691 The MecUan EmpWor dreamt his Daughter, &c.] Astyages, 
Ring of Media , had this dream of his daughter Madane , and the 
interpretation from the Magi; wherefore he married her to a Persian 
4)f a mean quality , by whom she had Cyrus , who conquered aU 
Asia , and translated the empfare from the Modes to the Persians. 
Herodot. 1. 1. 
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697 When Caesar, Ac] Fitmt aliquando prodigioH, ^ Urn- 
piores Salts I>ef€ctut; quaXet oeetso Caesare Dietalore ^ Antomano 
Bella, tatius Anni Pallare eantinua, Phil. 

701 Augustus having, &c.] Divus Augustus laevum sihi pra- 
didit ealceum praepasl&re idutum, qua die seditiane Militum prape 
aflietus est. Idem I. 2. 

709 The Boman Seuate, &c.] Ramam L, Crcusa ^ C. Maria 
Cass* Bubane visa arbem lustrabant. 

737 For Anaxagoras, &c.] Auaxagonui ajfirmabat Salem can- 
dens Ferrum esse , ^ Felapannesa majarem : Lunam Habitaeula 
in se habere, ^ Calles, ^ Valles. Fertur dixisse Caelum amne 
ex Lapidibus esse eompasitum ; Damnatus ^ in exilium pulsus 
est, quad impie Salem eandentem tuminean esse dixisset. Diog. 
Laert in Anaxag. p. 11. 13. 

865 Th* Egyptians say, &c,'\ Egyptii decern millia Annarum 
^ (melius recensent; ^ observatum est in hae tanto Spatia, bis 
mutata esse Laea Ortuum §f Oecasuum Salis, ita ut Sal bis artus 
sit ubi nunc oecidit, ^ bis descenderit ubi nune aritur, Phil. 
Melanct. lib. 1. p. 60. 

871 Some hold the heavens , &c.] Causa quare Caelum nan 
eadit (secundem Empedoclem) est velacitas sui matus. Comment, 
in L. 2. Aristot. de Coelo. 

877 Plato believ*d, &c.] Plata Salem ^ Lunam eaeteris Pla- 
netis inferior es esse putavit. G. Gunnin in Cosmog. L. 1. p. 11. 

881 The learned Sealiger, &c.] Capemteus in Ldbris Revalu- 
iianem, deinde Reinholdus, past etiam Stadius Mathematici nobi- 
. les, perspicuis Demons tratianibtts daeuerunt, salis Apsida Terris 
esse prapiorem , quam Ptolemaei aetate duodeeim partibus , i. e. 
una ^ triginta terrae semidiameteris, Jo. Bod. Met. Hist. p. 455. 

895 Cardan believ'd, &c.] Putat Cardanus, ab extrema Cauda 
Halices seu Majoris Ursae omne magnum Imperivm pendere. 
Idem p. 325. 

913 Than th* old Chaldean, &c.] Chaldaei jactant se qua- 
dringvnta.septuaginta Annorum millia in periclitandis, experiun- 
disque Puerorum Animis possuisse. Cicero. 

975 Like Money, &c.] Druidae peeuniam mutuo accipiebant 
in pasteriore vita reddittm. Patricius Tom. 2.,p. 9. 

1001 That paltry story, &c.] There was a notorious idiot 
(that is here described by die name and character of Whachumi) 
who counterfeited a Second Part oiHudibras, as untowardly as 
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Captain Po, who could not write himself, and yet made a shift to 
stand on the pillory for forging other mens* hands , as his feUow 
Whachnm no donbt deserved; in whose abominable doggrel thii 
story of Hndibras and a French mountebank at Brentford fair is as 
properly described. 

1024 That the Vibration^ &c.\ The device of the vibration of 
a Pendulum was intended to settle a certain measnre of dls and 
yards , &c. (that should have its foundation in nature) all the world 
over : For by swinging a weight at the end of a string , and calcu- 
lating by the motion of the sun , or any star , how long the vibration 
would last , in proportion to the length of the string , and weight of 
the pendulum , they thought to reduce it back again , and from any 
part of time compute the exact length of any string that must neces- 
sarily vibrate into so much space of time ; so that if a man should 
ask in China for a quarter of an hour of satin, or taffata, they would 
know perfectly what it meant ; and all mankind learn a new way to 
measure things no more by the yard, foot , or inch , but by the hour, 
quarter, and minute. 

1113 Be/ore the Secular, &c,'] As the Devil is the Spiritual 
Prince of Darkness, so is the Constable the Secular, who governs in 
the night with as great authority as his colleague , but far more im- 
periously. 
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CANTO I. 

15 And mare, &c.] Caligula was one of the Emperors of 
Rome , son of OemumUus and Agrippina, He would needs pass 
Ibr a god , and had the heads of the ancient statues of the gods 
taken off, and his own placed on in their stead ; and used to stand 
between the statues of Castor and Pollux to be worshipped ; and 
(rften bragged of lying with the Moon. 

43 And U8*d Ac] Philters were love potions , reported to be 
much in request in former ages ; but our true Knight-Errant Hero 
made use of no other but what his noble atchierements by his sword 
produeed. 

52 7V> th* Ordeal , &c.] Ordeal trials were , when supposed 
criminals, to discover their innocence, went over several red-hot 
coulter irons. These were generally such whose chastity was su- 
spected , as the vestal virgins, &c. 

93 So Spanish Heroes, dsc.] The young Spaniards signalize 
their valour before the Spanish ladies at bull feasts , which often 
prove very hazardous, and sometimes fatal to theuL It is performed 
by atta<!king of a wild bull , kept on purpose , and let loose at the 
combatant ; and he that kills most , earries the laurel , and dwells 
highest in the ladies* favour. 

137 To patun, &c.] His exterior ears were gone before, and 
so out of danger ; but by inward ears is here meant his conscience. 

252 Lot*d as, &c.] A speaking trumpet, by 'vdiich the voice 
may be heard at a great distance, very useful at sea. 

276 As if th* had, &c.] This aJludes to some abject letchers» 
who used to be disciplined with amorous lashes by their mistresses. 

323 Bewitch Hehnetik Men , &c.] Hermes Trismegistus, an 
^gyptiiui PhUosopher , and said to have lived Anno Mu/ndi 2076, in 
the reign of Ninus, after Moses, fie was a wondeAil philosopher 
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and proved that there was but one God , the creator of all things ; 
and was the author of several most excellent and nsefdl inyentioiis. 
But those Hermetick Men here mentioned , though the pretended 
sectators of this great man , are nothing else but a wild and extra- 
yagant sort of enthusiasts , who make a hodgepodge of Religion and 
PMlosophy, and produce nothing but what is the object of every con- 
sidering person's contempt. 

326 Potosi.] Potosi is a city of Peru , the mountains whereof 
afford great quantities of the finest silver in all the Indies. 

603 Mare wretched, &c.] Villainage was an ancient tenure, 
by which the tenants were obliged to perform the most abjeot and 
slavish services for their lords. 

639 Ldke Indian Widows, &c.] The Indian women, richly at- 
tired, are carried in a splendid and pompous machine to the funeral 
pile where the bodies of their deceased husbands are to be con- 
sumed , and there voluntarily throw themselves into it , and expire ; 
and such as refuse, their virtue is ever after su^cted, and they live 
in the utmost contempt. 

647 For as the Pythagorean, &c.] It was the opinion of 
Pythagoras and his followers , that the soul transmigrated (as they 
termed it) into all the diverse species of animals ; and so was dif- 
ferently disposed and affected , according to their different natures 
and constitutions. 

• 707 For tho* Chineses, &c.] The Chinese men of quality, when 
their wives are brought to bed , are nursed and tended with as much 
eare as women here , and are supplied with the best strengthening 
and nourishing diet. 

751 Transform them into Rams , &c.] The Sirens , according 
to the poets , were three sea-monsters , half women and half fish : 
their names were Parthenope , Lignea and Leucosia. Their usual 
residence was about the island of Sicily , where , by the charming 
melody of their voices , they used to detain those tJiat heard them, 
and then transform them into some sort of brute animals. 

755 By the Husband Mandrake, &c.] Naturalists report, that 
if a male and female Mandrake lie near each other, there will often 
he heard a sort of murmuring noise. 

797 The World is but two Parts, &c.] The equinoctial divides 
the globe into North and South. 

819 Unless among the Amazons, &c.] The Amazons were 
women of Scyttiia , of heroick and great atchievements. They sof- 
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fered no men to live among them ; but once every year used to haye 
conversation -with men , of the neighbouring countries , by which if 
they had a male child , they presently either killed or crippled it : 
but if a female, they brought it up to the use of arms, and burnt off 
one breast, leaving the other to suckle girls. 

865 The Nymphs of chaste Diana's , &c.] Diana*s Nymphs, 
dll of whom vowed perpetual virginity , and were much celebrated 
for the exact observation of their vow. 

866 Lewkner*8 Lcme,] Some years ago swarmed with notorious- 
ly lascivious and profligate persons. 

• 877 The Reason of it is, &c.] Demanding the clergy of her 
belly, which, for the reasons aforesaid, is pleaded in excuse by those 
-who take the liberty to oblige themselves and friends. 

1086 As Ironside or Hardiknute, &c.] Two famous and valiant 
princes of this country ; the one a Saxon, the other a Dane. 

1131 But those that trade in Geomancy, &c.] The Lapland 
Hagi. The Laplanders are an idolatrous people , far North : and it 
is very credibly reported , by authors and persons that have travel- 
led in their country , that they do perform things incredible by what 
is vulgarly called Magick. 

1158 To burning with, &c.] An allusion to cauterizing in 
apoplexies, &c. 

1321 The Queen of Night, &c.] The moon influences the tides, 
and predominates over all humid bodies ; and persons distempered 
in mind are called Lunaticks. 

1344 And growing to thy Horse, &c.] The Centaurs were a 
people of Thessaly, and supposed to be the first managers of horses ; 
and the neighbouring inhabitants never having seen any such thing 
before ,. fabulously reported them monsters , half men and hall 
horses. 

1423 Sir (quoth the Voice) &c.] Sophi is at present the name 
of the kings of Persia, not superadded, as Pharaoh was to the kings 
of Egypt , but the name of the family itself , and religion of Hali, 
whose descendants by Fatimas, Mahomet's daughter, took the name 
of Sophi. 

1454 Wear wooden Peccadillos &c.] Peccadillos were stiff 
pieces that went about the neck, and round about the shoulders, to 
pi n the band, worn by persons nice in dressing; but his wooden one 
is SL pillory, 

1483 Hence ^tii Possessions , &c.] Criminals , in their indict- 
BuUer. 23 
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ments , are charged "with not having the fear of God before their 
eyes, hut being led by the instigation of the Devil. 

1521 When to a legal Utlegation, &c.] When they return tiie 
excommunication into the Chancery, there is issued out a writ 
against the person. 

1524 Distrain on Soul, &c.] Excommunication, which deprives 
men from being Members of the risible Church, and formally delivers 
them up to the Deril. 



CANTO n. 



1 The Learned write , Ac] An insect breeze. Breezes ofifcen 
bring along with them great quantities of insects , which some are 
of opinion , are generated from riscous exhalations in the air ; but 
our Author makes them proceed from a cow*s dung , and afterwards 
become a plague to that whence it received its original. 

13 For as the Persian, <&c.] The Magi were priests and philo- 
sophers among the Persians, intrusted with the government both 
civil and ecclesiastick, much addicted to the observation of the stars. 
Zoroaster is reported to be their first author. They had this custom 
amongst them, to preserve and continue their families by incestuous 
copulation with their own mothers. Some are of opinion , that the 
three wise men that came out of the East to worship our Sariour 
were some of these. 

51 At MichaeFs Term, &c.] St. Michael, an archangel, men- 
tioned in St. Jude^s Epistle, Verse 9. 

78 And laid about, Ac] William Prynne, of Lincoln*s-InD, 
Esq. bom at Swanswick, who stiled himself Utter Barrister, a very 
warm person, and voluminous writer; and after the Restoration, 
keeper of the records in the Tower. 

146 As Dutch Boors, &c.] It is reported of the Dutch women, 
that making so great use of stoves , and often putting them under 
their petticoats , they engender a kind of ugly monster , which is 
called a Sooterkin. 

151 T* out-ea/nt the Babylonian, &c.] At the building of the 
Tower of Babel, when God made the confusion of languages. 

215 Toss*d in a furious Hurricane, &c.] At Oliver's death was 
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a most fiirioas tempest , such as had not been know in the memory 
of man, or hardly ever recorded to have been in this nation. 

This Sterry reported something ridiculously fabulous concerning 
OUv&r, not unlike what Proculus did of Romultte, 

224 False Heaven , &c.] After the Bestoration , Oliver's body 
was dug up, and his head set at the farther end of Westminster-haU, 
near which place there is an house of entertainment , which is com- 
monly known by the name of Heaven, 

227 So Romulus , Ac] A Koman Senator , whose name was 
Proculus, and much beloved by Romultis, made oath before the 
Senate , that this prince appeared to him affcer his death , and pre* 
dieted the future grandeur of that city , promising to be protector of 
it ; and expressly charged him, that he should be adored there under 
the name Quirinus ; and be had l^s temple on Mount Quirinale. 

234 Next his Son , &c.] Oliver's eldest son Richard was , by 
him before his death, declared his successor ; and, by order of privy- 
conncil, proclaimed Lord Protector, and received the compliments 
of congratulation and condolence , at the same time , from the Lord 
Mayor and Court of Aldermen : and addresses were presented to him 
from all parts of the nation , promising to stand by him with their 
lives and fortunes. He summoned a Parliament to meet at West- 
minster, which recognized him Lord Protector : yet, notwithstanding, 
Fleetwood, Deshorough, and their partizans, managed affairs so, 
that he was obliged to resign. 

245 To edify upon i/i« Ruins, &c.] John of Ley den, whose 
name was Buckhold, was a butcher of the same place, but a crafty, 
eloquent , and seditious fellow , and one of those called Anabaptists. 
He went and set up at Munster , where , with Knipperdoling , and 
others of the same faction, they spread their abominable errors, and 
run about the streets in enthusiastical raptures, crying , Repent and 
he baptized, pronouncing dismal woes against all those that would 
not embrace their tenets. About the year 1533 they broke out into 
an open insurrection , and seized the palace and magazines , and 
grew so formidable that is was very dangerous for those who were 
not of their persuasion to dwell in Munster ; but at length he and 
his associates being subdued and taken^ he was executed at Munster, 
had his flesh pulled off by two executioners with red-hot pincers for 
the space of on hour, and then run through with a sword. 

351 ^Mong these there was a Politician , &c.j This was the 
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famous £. of S. who was endued with a particular faculty of under- 
mining and sabverting all sorts of goyemment 

409 And better than by Napier*s Bones, Ac] The famous 
Lord Napier, of Scotland, the first inyentor of logarithms, contrired 
also a set of square pieces, with numbers on them , made generally 
of ivory , (which perform arithmetical and geometrical calculations,) 
and are commonly called Napier*s Bones. 

421 To match ^Ai^ Saint, Ac] The great colonel JohnlAboum, 
whose trial is so remarkable, and well known at this time. 

475 The Trojan Mare , &c.] After the Grecians had spent ten 
years in the siege of Troy , without the least prospect of success, 
they bethought of a stratagem , and made a wooden horse capable 
of containing a considerable number of armed men : this they filled 
with the choicest of their army , and then pretended to raise the 
siege ; upon which the credulous Trojans made a breach in the walls 
of the city to bring in this fatal plunder ; but when it was brought 
in, the inclosed heroes soon appeared , and surprizing the city , the 
rest entered in at the breach. 

520 {I mean Margaret's Fast) &c.] That Parliament used to 
have publick fasts kept in St. Margaret's church, Westminster, as is 
done to this present time. 

605 To hang like Mahomet , <fec.] It is reported of Mahomet, 
that having built a mosque , the roof whereof was of loadstone , and 
ordering his corpse, when he was dead, to be put into an iron ooffin, 
and brought into that place, the loadstone soon attracted it near the 
top, where it still hangs in the air. 

No less fabulous is what the legend says of Ignatius Loyola, 
that his zeal and devotion transported him so , that at his prayers 
he was seen to be raised from the ground for some considerable time 
together. 

650 As^easy as Serpents, Ac] Naturalists report, that Snakes, 
Serpents, &c. cast their skins every year. 

655 As Barnacles turn Soland Geese , &c.] It is said that in 
the Islands of the Orcades , in Scotland , there are trees which bear 
those barnacles, which dropping off into the water, receive life, and 
become those birds called Soland geese. 

663 So he that keeps the Gate of Hell , Ac] The poets feign 
the dog Cerberus, that is the porter of heU, to have three heads. 

685 The Gibellines, &c.] Two great factions in Italy , distin- 
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guished by those names , which miserably distracted and wasted it 
about the year 1130. 

841 When three Saints Ears, &c.] Burton, Pryrnn, and BcLSt- 
wieh , three notorious ringleaders of the factions , just at the begin- 
ning of the late horrid rebellion. 

894 But Fischers Folly, Ac] Fischer's Folly, was where De- 
Tonshire-square now stands , and was a great place of consultation 
in those days. 

907 Cut out more Works, &c.] Plato* s year, or the grand revo- 
lution of the entire machine of the world, was acounted 4000 years. 

1200 T your great Croysado General, &c.] General Fairfax, 
who was soon laid aside after he had done some of their drudgery 
for them. 

1241 To pass for deep and learned Scholars, &c.] Two ridi- 
culous scribblers, that were often pestering the world with nonsense. 

1250 Lihe -SeV Pride, &c.] The one a brewer, the other a 
shoemaker, and both colonels in the rebels* army. 

1505 TJie beastly Rabble that came down, dz;c.] This is an ac- 
curate description of the mob*s burning rumps upon the admission 
of the secluded Members, in contempt of the Rump-Parliament. 

1534 Be ready listed under Don.] The hangman's name at 
that time was Don. 

1550 They*ve roasted Cook already and Pride in."] Cook acted 
as solicitor-general against Ring Charles the First at his trial ; and 
afterwards received his just reward for the same. Pride, & colonel 
in the Parliament's army. 

1564 Their Founder was a blown up Soldier,] Ignatius 
Loyola, the founder of the society of the Jesuits, was a gentleman 
of Biscay, in Spain , and bred a soldier ; was at Pampelune when it 
was besieged by the French in the year 1521 ; and was so very 
lame in both feet , by the damage he sustained there , that he was 
forced to keep his bed. 

1585 And from their Coptick Priests, Kircherus.] Athanasius 
Kireher , a Jesuit , hath wrote largely on the Aegyptian mystical 
learning. 

1587 For, as the Aegyptians us*d by Bees, &c.] The Aegyp- 
tians represented their kings (many of whose names were Ptolomy), 
under the hieroglyphick of a bee , dispensing honey to the good and 
virtuous, and having a sting for the wicked and dissolute. 
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CANTO lU. 

8 Than Hags with all their Imps and Teats.] Alluding to the 
Tulgar opinion, that witches have their imps, or familiar spirits, that 
are employed in their diabolical practices , and sack private teats 
they have about them. 

15 As Rosi -crucian Virtuosos , &c.] The Rosicrusians were a 
sect that appeared in Germany in the beginning of the XYIIth age. 
They are also called the Enlightened, Immortal, and Invisible. They 
are a very enthusiastical sort of men, and hold many wild and extra- 
vagant opinions. 

36 Fran ^Marshal Legion's Regiment.] He used to preach , as 
if they might expect legions to drop down from heaven , for the pro- 
pagation of the good Old Cause. 

145 More plainhj than the Reverend Writer, &c.] A most Re- 
verend Prelate, A. B. of Y. who sided with the disaffected party. 

261 1/ the Ancients crowned their bravest Men,, &c,] The Ro- 
mans highly honoured, and nobly rewarded, those persons that were 
instrumental in the preservation of the lives of their citizens , either 
in battle or otherwise. 

305 Or else their Sultan Populaces, &c.] The Author compares 
the arbitrary actings of the ungovernable mob to the Sultan or Grand 
Siguier, who very seldom fails to sacrifice any of his chief comman- 
ders, called Bassas, if they prove unsuccessfid in battle. 

350 As the ancient Mice attacked the Frogs.] Homer wrote a 
poem of the War between the Mice and the Frogs. 

383 And stout Rinaldo gain'd his Bride, &c.] A story in 
Tasso, an Italian Poet, of a hero that gained his mistress by con- 
quering her party. 

577 An old dull Sot, who told the Clock, &c.] Prideaux, a 
justice of peace, a very pragmatical busy person in those times, and 
a mercenary and cruel magistrate , infamous for the following me- 
thods of getting of money among many others. 

589 And many a trusty Pimp and Croney, &c.] There was a 
gaol for puny offenders. 

599 Mctde Monsters fine, and Puppet-plays, &c.] He extorted 
money from those that kept shows. 

715 From Stile8*s Pocket into Nokes*s , <fec.] John a Nokes, 
and John a Stiles , are two fictitious names made use of in stating 
cases of law only. 
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742 On Bongey/or a Water Witch.] ^ow^ey was a Franciscan, 
and lived towards the end of the thirteenth centnry, a doctor of di- 
vinity in Oxford , and a particular acquaintance of Friar Bacon*s. 
In that ignorant age , every thing that seemed extraordinary was 
reputed magick ; and so both Bacon and Bongey went under the 
imputation of studying the black-art. Bongey also , publishing a 
treatise of Natural Magick, confirmed some well-meaning credulous 
people in this opinion ; but it was altogether groundless ; for Bongey 
was chosen provincial of his order, being a person of most excellent 
parts and piety. 



NOTES ON HUDIBRAS's EPISTLE TO HIS LADY. 

113 Or who hut Lovers ca/n converse, &c.] Metaphysicians are 
of opinion , that angels and souls departed , being divested of all 
gross matter , understand each other's sentiments by intuition , and 
consequently maintain a sort of conversation without the organs of 
speech. 

121 Or Heav*n itself a Sin resent, <fec.] In regard children are 
capable of being inhabitants of Heaven, therefore it should not resent 
it as a crime to supply store of inhabitants for it. 

173 You woimd like Parthians while you fly, &c.] Parthians 
are the inhabitants of a province in Persia: They were excellent 
horsemen , and very exquisite at their bows ; and it is reported of 
them , that they generally slew more on their retreat than they did 
in the engagement. * 

188 Than Philip Nye's Thanksgiving Beard.] One of the As- 
sembly of Divines , very remarkable for the singularity of his beard. 

237 To what a Height did Infant Rome, &c.] When Romulus 
had built Rome , he made it an asylum , or place of refuge , for all 
malefactors, and others obnoxious to the laws to retire to ; by which 
means it soon came to be very populous ; but when he began to con- 
sider, that, without propagation, it would soon be destitute of inha- 
bitants, he invented several fine shows, and invited the young Sabine 
women , then neighbours to them ; and when they had them secure, 
they ravished them; firom whence proceeded so numerous an off- 
spring. 

252 Till Alimony' or DSath them parts.'] Alimony is an allow- 
ance that the law gives the woman for her separate maintenance 
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upon living from her hnsbancU That and death are reckoned the 
only separations in a married state. 



NOTES ON THE LADY*s ANSWER TO THE KNIGHT. 

133 Whose Arrows learned Poets hold, &c.] The poets feign 
Cnpid to have two sorts of arrows ; the one tipped with gold, and the 
other with lead. The golden always inspire and inflame love in the 
persons he wounds with them : but, on the contrary, the leaden create 
the utmost aversion and hatred. With the first of these he shot 
Apollo, and with the other Daphne, according to Ovid. 

277 While, like the mighty Prester John, &c.] Prester John, 
an absolute prince, emperor of Abyssinia or Ethiopia. One of them 
is reported to have had seventy kings for his vassals , and so superb 
and arrogant, that none durst look upon him without his permission. 

285 Or Joan de Pucel's braver Name.^ Joan of Are, called 
also the Pucelle, or Maid of Orleans. She was bom at the town of 
Bomremi, on the Meuse, daughter oi James de Arc, and Isabella 
Romee ; and was bred up a shepherdess in the country. At the age 
of eighteen or twenty she pretended to an express commission from 
God to go to the relief of Orleans, then besieged by the English, and 
defended by John Compiede Dennis, and almost reduced to the 
last extremity. She went to the coronation of Charles the Seventh, 
when he was almost- ruined. She knew that prince in the midst of 
his nobles , though meanly habited. The doctors of divinity , and 
members of parliament , openly declared that there was something 
supernatural in her conduct. She ifent for a sword, which lay in the 
tomb of a knight, which was behind the great altar of the church of 
St. Katharine de Fierhois, upon the blade of which the cross and 
flower-de-luces were engraven , which put the king in a very great 
surprise , in regard none besides himself knew of it. Upon this he 
sent her with the command of some troops , with which she relieved 
Orleans, and drove the English from it, defeated Talbot at the battle of 
Pattai, and recovered Champagne. At last she was unfortunately taken 
prisoner in a sally at Champagne in 1430 , and tried for awitch or 
sorceress, condenmed, and biunt in Rouen market-place in May 1430. 

378 Pass on ourselves a Salique Law.] The Salique Law is 
a law in France, whereby it is enacted , that no fenuile shall inherit 
that crown. • 

. - ^.'f^^'X 

m'^f'C^ The End. 
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